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PERSONAL INJURY LAW

AUTO ACCIDENTS

Call For A Free Consultation

908-322-7000

For More Than 30

Years Jon Bramnick

Has Been Representing

People Involved In

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Accidents

Eliz. BOE Attys., Ex-BOE
Member Charged in Coverup

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

822 South Avenue West
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”
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Emma Preston Bennett

INTERIOR DESIGN

• CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS

• ALL PHASES OF DESIGN

• SEE WEB-SITE FOR OUR ARRAY

908.208.0607908.208.0607908.208.0607908.208.0607908.208.0607

“Creating Unigue Spaces That Reflect the Personality
and Style of Each Client.”

Member of the Interior Designers Society

Westfield and Surrounding Areas

OF SERVICES

epreston@limagedesigns.com       www.limagedesigns.com

After 49 years in the great town of Westfield and the

beautiful surrounding New Jersey towns, Lindeman

Buick will be closing its doors on May 17th.

Lindeman Buick Company will become the very last

 of what were previously 8 new car dealerships in

       Westfield to close, due to manufacturer or economic

If there is anything we can do prior to our May 17th

closing please call or stop by our sales or service dept.

From the Lindeman Buick Family we wish you peace,

happiness, and health moving forward.

It has been our honor and pleasure.

Very truly yours,

Tom Lindeman

LINDEMAN
BUICK CO.

conditions.

Officials, Ministers Speak
At Forum on Gun Violence

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield  Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A grassroots organi-
zation requires involved, passionate, com-
mitted people. Four such women in
Westfield who call themselves “acciden-
tal activists” – Viviane Levy, Marci
Bandelli, Lori Bennett and Karen Egert
— have started NJ Residents for Action
(Against Gun Violence) to raise aware-
ness and encourage local people to “get
together with a coalition of legislative,
law enforcement and faith-based voices
to try to turn the epidemic of gun violence
in America.”

 To that end, they held a forum at the
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield on May
1. Approximately 150 people gathered to
hear politicians, law enforcement per-
sonnel and religious leaders speak about
gun legislation on the state and national
level and what can be done to turn the tide
of violence. One of the first of nine speak-
ers was former Governor Jim Florio, who
instituted the New Jersey ban on assault
weapons when he was in office from
1990 to 1994. His actions won him the
prestigious JFK Profiles in Courage
Award for his stance. Governor Florio
told attendees, “This is not about the 2nd
Amendment. This is not about hunters;
this is about money, profit and lobby-
ists.”

Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
was passionate as he spoke. “This is a
sensitive and volatile subject,” he said.
“In general, most people have no idea
what an assault weapon can do. Nobody
needs a 15-shot magazine to hunt.” He
further explained that there are more regu-
lations and laws “protecting deer than
our children.” He ended his portion of the
night with, “Shame on us that our legis-
lation can’t take care of our children.”

Someone who knows only too well
what an assault weapon can do is Michael
Pohle whose son, Michael Pohle, Jr., was
killed during the violence at Virginia
Tech in 2007. The Flemington resident
took the audience back to the day of the
shooting and the horror of finding out
that his son had been killed by being shot
in the head three times. He told the audi-
ence, “Each time I speak it refreshes the
wounds of grief. April is an awful month
for my family.” In his speech he praised
U.S. Senators Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.)
and Robert Menendez  (D-N.J.) for the
work they have done for this effort. He
explained what he thought the group he
was addressing could do: “Time has come
to purge and get people (in office) who
will take a stand.”

Earlier in the evening, as audience
members entered the temple they were
asked to sign a petition to be sent to Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th). In part the peti-
tion reads, “We urge you to join your
three fellow Republicans and sign on as
co-sponsor to Bill HR 1565. By doing so,
you will be standing with the 93 percent
of your constituents who support these
measures and proudly add our district to
the over 100 Congressmen who have
already signed on as co-sponsors. “

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a mem-
ber of Mayors Against Illegal Guns, said
she has seen how this issue is a polarizing

one. “I have seen and heard the catcalling
and name calling both in Trenton and
Washington. Eighty percent of guns in
New Jersey crimes were purchased out of
state…we need fast and easy background
checks on all guns,” she said. She re-
minded the audience not be discouraged
in the defeat of the recent bill because, “It
took five times for the Brady Bill to
pass.”

Giving historical perspective on gun
control and the constitution, the Rever-
end Dr. Ray Roberts, senior pastor at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, brought
humor to his presentation. “People in our
country have gone lock, stock and barrel
for an argument that the 2nd Amendment
makes sensible gun legislation impos-
sible.” He continued, “I want to give you
ammunition to shoot holes in this argu-
ment; I want you to see that when people
call on the 2nd Amendment to defend the
status quo, they are shooting blanks. By
the end of this talk, I want you loaded for
bear, willing to stick to your guns and
help our representatives bite the bullet
and pass sensible gun legislation.” His
power point dispelled myths and misin-
formation.

State Assemblyman Joe Cryan (D-20,
Union), who also is a Union County
undersheriff, took a dramatic approach.
“I want to take you back 140 days ago,”
he said. Speaking softly into the micro-
phone, he established an intimate mo-
ment where he described the morning of
the Newtown, Conn., shootings. Emo-
tionally, he told the audience, “Imagine if
you were one of the students in a room in
that school. You have your dreams and
your whole life in front of you. Now
someone with a 30-round magazine comes
in to shoot you.” He reminded the audi-
ence to voice concern as well as apprecia-
tion to their officials and to communicate
with them.

State Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) gave an update on
the legislation agenda. “We have taken
steps in the state Senate to limit back-
ground checks that we’ve been talking
about for years. But there is fear monger-
ing by the NRA (National Rifle Associa-
tion) that is going on. Don’t be among the
silent 90 percent who are for gun con-
trol,” she urged.

The executive director of Coalition for
Peace Action, the Reverend Robert Moore,
was the final speaker. He summarized what
he called the “common sense argument.”
He told the audience, “The faith commu-
nity needs to find its voice for morality and
what’s right.” He invited the audience to a
Saturday, May 11, rally in Trenton.

In giving concluding remarks, Rabbi
Doug Sagal from Temple Emanu-El read
from the Bible’s Old Testament and re-
ferred to the Cain and Abel story from
Genesis. “When people no longer have
anything to say to each other, there is
violence. I can’t believe both sides don’t
have something to say on this issue to
reduce violence in our society.”

NJ Residents for Action supports
the principles behind Mayors Against
Illegal Guns, Moms Demand Action
for Gun Sense and
ShameonCongress.org.

GW Dems Seek
Candidates for

Borough Council
GARWOOD — The Garwood Demo-

cratic Committee is seeking interested
registered Democrats to come forth and
serve the borough as a candidate for
Borough Council in the upcoming elec-
tion. Residents are asked to consider
placing their name on the ballot in
November’s General Election. Men and
women, 21 years of age and older, are
encouraged to take an interest in seeking
this position.

All that is needed is a desire to have a
positive voice in the governance of the
borough, a genuine interest in the better-
ment of Garwood, and a willingness to
commit to get the job done. It requires a
commitment, as those selected to be
council candidates must actively par-
ticipate in the campaign preceding the
election.

Anyone interested in running or who
knows someone whom might be inter-
ested in becoming a candidate for the
upcoming election is asked to call Charles
Lombardo at (908) 789-0508 to schedule
an appointment to be interviewed by the
screening committee of the Garwoood
Democratic Committee.

Those who need more information
about the process before making this
decision are asked to call Mr. Lombardo
who can answer any questions potential
candidates may have.

Rec. Panel to Consider No
Smoking/No Tobacco Policy

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s recreation
commission met on Monday evening and
agreed to develop a no-smoking or no-
tobacco policy regarding the town’s parks
and recreation properties.

Dr. Lawrence Budnick, president of
the Westfield Board of Health, asked the
commissioners why they had not acted
upon the suggestion made a year ago to
ban smoking in the recreation areas. Rec-
reation Department Director Bruce
Kaufmann said he had many discussions
in recent months with people in govern-
ment about the proposal. At the moment,
it is a question of no smoking or of no
tobacco, he said. “Some municipalities
have chosen to ban tobacco in any form,”
Mr. Kaufmann stated.

Peter Echausse, chairman of the com-
mission, said, “It’s time we look at this
policy again, and try to come to a con-
sensus by the summer. Whatever we
come up with will have to go before the
(town) council for their approval,” he
said. “We now have the board of educa-
tion policy and we can use that as a
guide. There are issues that need to be
resolved, such as signage, and how do
you enforce it.”

“Throughout the state, they seem to be
going for a smoke-free policy,” Dr.
Budnick said.

Mr. Kaufmann commented, “From
what I’ve heard, many are going for
tobacco-free.” Mr. Kaufmann also said
the commission had other pressing issues
to deal with and did not intentionally lay
back on this issue.

In other business, Mr. Kaufmann said
the pool committee is looking at a five-
year plan in order to anticipate expendi-
tures at the Westfield Memorial Pool.
Assistant Recreation Director Dee
Kaufmann said that on Saturday, 330
children started signing up for swim les-
sons. Mr. Kaufmann said the pool would
open on Saturday, June 1.

“We have met our budgeted goal of
$950,000. In fact, $2,000 over it at
$952,000,” he said.

At the commission’s previous meeting,
Peter Franks, president of the Westfield
Soccer Association, asked the
commission’s permission to put up ban-
ners for soccer, lacrosse and rugby at
Houlihan/Sid Fey Fields on Rahway Av-
enue across from St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church. At Monday’s meeting, the
commissioners agreed that it was a good
idea. Commissioner Lauren Weinstein
said, “There should be some standards for
the banners, so they are all uniform.”

Mr. Echausse said, “Yes, they should
all be the same height, the same width.”

“Let’s keep it simple. One banner rep-
resenting each league, not a lot of banners
representing all the teams in each league,”
Mr. Echausse added.

Soccer, lacrosse and rugby are played
at those fields.

Mr. Kaufmann said the Memorial and
Gumbert fields are in good condition. He
also said that windscreens for the tennis
courts at Elm Street and Memorial would
cost $3,000.

The commission has been approached

about providing storage for cross-coun-
try track at Tamaques Park. Mr. Kaufmann
said there are two buildings at Tamaques
Park that might be able to be used.

The next meeting of the recreation com-
mission will be held on Monday, June 3, at
7:30 p.m. at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, 425 North Avenue, East.

Women Mean Breakfast
June 19 at Galloping Hill

COUNTY – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders has announced
that registration is now open for the Union
County Women Mean Business Summit,
which is set to take place on Wednesday,
June 19 at 11 a.m. at the Clubhouse at
Galloping Hill Golf Course, located at 3
Golf Drive in Kenilworth.

Expanding on the Union County Means
Business networking series, the program
will focus on topics such as starting a
business, re-entering the workforce, en-
hancing your business through social
media, breaking the glass ceiling, and
networking. The schedule of events is as
follows: 11:30 a.m.: registration opens;
noon to 1:30 p.m., lunch and key note
address; 1:45 p.m.:  to 2:45 p.m., Breakout
Session 1; 3 to 4 p.m., Breakout Session
2; 4 p.m.: to 5:30 p.m., networking Cock-
tail Reception (cash bar).

For additional information on the Sum-
mit or the Union County Means Business
Series, visit www.ucnj.org/
UCMeansBusiness or contact the County
Manager’s office at (908) 527-4200.

TRENTON –  Former Elizabeth Board
of Education member Juan Donoso, Board
Attorney Kirk Nelson of Roselle, and
outside board counsel Frank Capece of
Cranford were charged last week with
covering up a false application filed by
Donoso’s wife for the federally-funded
free lunch program. The charges were
announced by New Jersey Attorney Gen-
eral (AG) Jeffrey Chiesa

Donsoso’s wife, Olga Oviedo-Arevalo,
was charged with filing several false ap-
plications.

Oviedo-Arevalo allegedly filed false
applications for the district’s federally
funded free or reduced lunch program for
her son for three school years, listing
only income of $13,000 ($250 per week)
for herself and no income for Donoso,
when in fact they had a household in-
come of more than $50,000 for each of
those years, according to a press release
from the Attorney General’s Office. As a
result of those applications, the son alleg-
edly received approximately $1,700 in
free lunches.

After The Star-Ledger published an
article in August 2011 about former Eliza-
beth Board of Education President Marie
L. Munn and others in the district alleg-
edly filing false free school lunch appli-
cations, Donoso, a former Republican
candidate  for state Senate in the 20th
Legislative District,  allegedly approached
Capece and Nelson to say that his wife
had not accurately filled out their school
lunch application for the 2011-2012
school year and they wanted to pay for
their children’s lunches.

After a subpoena was served upon the
Board of Education in August 2011 for
all school lunch applications filed from

2006 through 2011, Capece and Nelson
allegedly arranged for the Donoso/
Oviedo-Arevalo 2011-2012 application
to be pulled from the district’s official
records. As a result, the application was
not turned over to the Division of Crimi-
nal Justice when the Board of Education
responded to the subpoena. The couple’s
children were also switched from free to
paid status in the computer system for the
National School Lunch Program, accord-
ing to the AG’s press release.

“I don’t know which is more disturb-
ing, a school board member and his wife
allegedly stealing from a school lunch
program for disadvantaged students, or
two attorneys allegedly tampering with
the records of the public body that they
serve to thwart a criminal investigation,”
Mr. Chiesa said.

Donoso and Oviedo-Arevalo were each
charged with third-degree theft by decep-
tion, third-degree tampering with public
records and fourth-degree falsifying or
tampering with records. Capece and
Nelson were each charged with third-
degree tampering with public records,
fourth-degree falsifying or tampering with
records, and fourth-degree hindering ap-
prehension. Capece was charged by com-
plaint-warrant and was arrested at his law
office to be processed on the charges. His
bail was set at $7,500. Capece.

Third-degree charges carry a sentence
of three to five years in state prison and a
fine of up to $15,000, while fourth-de-
gree charges carry a sentence of up to 18
months in state prison and a fine of up to
$10,000. The charges will be presented
to a state grand jury for potential indict-
ment.

 The charges against Munn are pending.

MS Council Adopts Budget,
Discusses Energy Initiative

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Borough Council passed
officially adopted the borough’s 2013
budget. The owner of a home assessed at
$165,537, the average assessment of a
home in the borough, will see their taxes
increased by $115.

The formal adoption of the budget was
delayed as the State of New Jersey re-
quested the council’s approval be post-
poned for two weeks due to a backlog in
the Department of Community Affairs
(DCA) office. The DCA is the state agency
that ensures municipalities comply with
state budgetary regulations.

Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli
presented details on the borough’s 2013
budget at the council’s last meeting.

Borough Administrator James Debbie
said the 2013 budget will be available at
the Mountainside public library, Borough
Hall and several of the borough’s schools.

The council next discussed a resolu-
tion endorsing the Public Service Enter-
prise Group’s (PSEG) new initiative
named the Energy Strong Program. The
program is designed to “harden utility
infrastructure and guard against increas-
ingly extreme weather.”

The initiative is a considered response
to better prepare against the effects of
natural events such as Hurricanes Irene
and Sandy. The initiative is projected to
be completed by 2023.

“We sent letters to the state showing
our support for the investment of 3.9
billion dollars’ worth of infrastructure

projects over the course of 10 years,”
Mr. Debbie stated.

The New Jersey Board of Public Utili-
ties is required to approve the plan before
PSEG can begin implementation.

Among the many improvements in the
proposed plan, PSEG will relocate or
protect electric switching and substations
affected by recent storms, create “smart
grid” technologies that will increase the
ability to detect problems and correct
them, improve utility pole distribution
systems and bury over 20 miles of over-
head electric distribution lines in order to
combat power loss due to falling tree
limbs and other debris.

The borough previously sent letters
supporting the program to several state
representatives supporting the initiative.
“We sent letters to our assemblyman (Jon
Bramnick) and assemblywoman (Nancy
Munoz) and…the governor (Chris
Christie) as well. This resolution will be
sent to them as well,” Mr. Debbie said.

According to PSEG, customers’ rates
will not be affected by the new program.

In other news, the council approved a
donation earmarked for the borough’s
Memorial Day celebration to be held on
Monday, May 27. The ceremony is sched-
uled to begin at 11:30 a.m. at the Veteran’s
Memorial, located in Constitution Plaza
between the library and the fire station on
New Providence Road. The borough’s pa-
rade will immediately follow the ceremony.

Korean War veteran Bill Leber will be the
grand marshal of this year’s parade. Organi-
zations wishing to participate in the parade
may contact Councilwoman Deanna Andre.


