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Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPRING FLING...A beautiful spring day was the backdrop for the Spring Fling
festival, sponsored by the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, on Sunday in
downtown Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
D.A.R. REDEDICATION...The Daughters of the American Revolution held a
rededication ceremony for its charter at the Reeve History and Cultural Resource
Center in Westfield on Saturday. Members are shown unveiling the original 1921
charter.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
CAKE BOSS…Mayors Colleen Mahr of Fanwood and Kevin Glover of Scotch Plains join the “Mayors Take The Cake”
challenge, a cake-decorating contest by the NJ Sharing Network, which promotes organ donation. The mayors are pictured
with Donna Albanese, center, owner of the Dairy Queen in Plainfield, who donated a kidney to her mother in 2002.

Raritan Valley Group Pushes
For Dual-Powered Engines on Line

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Since the cancella-
tion of Access to the Region’s Core
(ARC) transit tunnel to Manhattan
two years ago, the Raritan Valley
Line Coalition has been looking for
an alternative plan. That plan cur-
rently is to have NJ Transit (NJT)
provide some of its newly purchased
dual-powered locomotives for
Raritan Valley Line trains both at
peak daily commuter times as well as
off-peak weekday hours and week-
ends.

The dual-powered locomotives
would replace diesel engines, which
cannot be used in the transit tunnels
to New York, thus stopping Raritan
trains at Newark. The Raritan Valley
Line includes Westfield, Fanwood,
Cranford, Garwood, Elizabeth,
Plainfield and Roselle Park.

According to The Record of Bergen
County, NJT purchased 26 of the

dual-mode locomotives in 2008 at
$10.2 million each and another nine
in 2010 at $8.2 million each. Eleven
were damaged in Hurricane Sandy
after a rail yard where they were
stored was flooded but are being re-
placed. NJ Transit spent $340 million
on the locomotives, according to NJT
spokesman John Durso.

Martin Robins of Westfield, former
director of the Voorhees Transporta-
tion Policy Institute at Rutgers and
member of the Raritan Valley Line
Coalition Board of Directors, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that the Coalition wants NJT to put
one or two of the dual locomotives
each on the morning and evening

commutes in addition to non-peak
times and on weekends to provide a
one-seat ride to New York.

A study by the Regional Plan As-
sociation estimated that one-seat ser-
vice could lead to a 15-percent re-
duction in commuting times for
Raritan Valley commuters by elimi-
nating the need to transfer at Newark
Penn Station.

The dual locomotives are to re-
place aging diesel locomotives on the
Montclair-Boonton, North Jersey
Coast and Raritan Valley Lines, ac-
cording to The Record article.

“ARC was going to give access to
all of the lines in Northern New Jer-

DeFilippo Resigns as UCIA Head,
County Democratic Chairwoman

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Long-time head of the
Union County Democratic Party and
executive director of the Union
County Improvement Authority
(UCIA), Charlotte DeFilippo of Hill-
side, announced her retirement ef-
fective August 1 in a special UCIA
meeting called late Friday afternoon.

Ms. DeFilippo came under fire re-
cently from the head of the state’s
Local Finance Board, Tom Neff, dur-
ing a hearing on a $20-million appli-
cation by the UCIA for a building on
the Cranford campus of Union

County College. Mr. Neff’s com-
ments were related to the $160,000
salary and 35 vacation days Ms.
DeFilippo receives as UCIA execu-
tive director, which he called “un-
conscionable” and “disgusting.” He
was critical of the UCIA board for
allowing Ms. DeFilippo, who is dis-
abled and uses a wheelchair, to work
from her Hillside home.

“It’s taxpayer money – might as
well just be flushed down the toilet,”
Mr. Neff said at the April Local Fi-
nance Board meeting in Trenton.

He also vowed not to support any
UCIA projects “until that situation is

taken care of.”
Ms. DeFilippo had served as UCIA

executive director since 2002. The
improvement authority’s board of
commissioners voted to accept her
retirement last Friday and appoint
Mark W. Brink, the assistant director,
as interim executive director. Mr.
Brink will begin serving with that
title on August 1.

In a statement released Friday, Ms.
DeFilippo said: “In recent weeks, the
Authority and I have come under an
unwarranted series of criticisms that
have threatened this progress and the
agency’s integrity. I am grateful that
I was well paid by the agency I serve,
as it takes into consideration my work
product and my 34 years of govern-
ment experience. I value my reputa-
tion, that of the improvement author-
ity and all the projects we have com-
pleted through the years for various
communities.” She said the criticisms
threatened future projects such as the
planned expansion of the Union
County College campus in Cranford.

“Candidly, for some time, I have
been considering retirement, and af-
ter many years of public service, I
believe the time is now appropriate
for me to retire effective August 1,”
she said. “The work of the improve-
ment authority is urgently needed –
our children need schools and librar-
ies, we need public safety buildings,
and the unemployed and less unfor-
tunate among us need institutions
that provide a safety net, protect chil-
dren from abuse, create employment
opportunities and improve our qual-
ity of life. These projects have ben-
efited tens of thousands and have
been dear to my heart.”

According to a copy of Ms.
DeFilippo’s contract, obtained by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, at the
time of “separation of service” she is
entitled to “full compensation for the
value of unused vacation and sick
days.” She receives 35 vacation days
and 15 sick days per year. Anthony
Scutari, UCIA chairman, and John
Salerno, UCIA treasurer, signed the
five-year contract December 5, 2012.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
woman Linda Carter said in a state-
ment that, “Through her strong and
effective leadership, the improvement
authority has created a legacy of
projects that will provide long-last-
ing benefits to all citizens of Union
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Lee Kish Airlifted to University of
Pennsylvania Hospital

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Po-
lice Department and Fanwood Res-
cue Squad were dispatched to a resi-
dence on Robin Road Monday night
at approximately 5:38 p.m. Although
police would not confirm the name of
the victim, eyewitnesses told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times it was
the residence of Lee E. Kish.

Kish, 65, of Fanwood allegedly
shot at a 39-year- old woman’s car on
March 13 after she blew her horn at
him on I-78 near Lower Saucon Town-

ship in Pennsylvania. According to
an article in The Morning Call, he
was charged with attempted homi-
cide in the shooting and was arraigned
by District Judge Joseph Barner in
Lower Nazareth, Pa. on April 2.

According to Fanwood police, after
assessing the situation, Medic 7 deter-
mined that due to the nature of his
injuries, Kish would need to be air-
lifted. He was airlifted by the State
Police in North Star to University of
Pennsylvania Hospital, where he was
placed in a hyperbaric chamber to
properly treat him for his injuries.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

ONE-SEAT RIDE FOR FANWOOD?... Since the cancellation of Access to the
Region’s Core transit tunnel to Manhattan two years ago, the Raritan Valley Line
Coalition’s current plan is to have NJ Transit provide some of its newly
purchased dual-powered locomotives for the Raritan Valley Line trains.

FW Council Addresses
Affordable Housing Needs

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council held a special meeting
Tuesday night to deal with allocation
of affordable housing funds,
remediation at the former Livingston-
Wilbor site, changes to rules for tele-
communications towers, and sewer
usage fees.

New Jersey’s Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) met, for the
first time in two years, on May 1 and
passed a resolution to seize any mon-
ies in municipal trust funds for af-
fordable housing that have not yet
been committed to specific projects.

Municipalities will have until
Wednesday, May 22, to provide
COAH with spending plans to pro-
tect funds that are already committed
from seizure.

The council passed a resolution to
amend the budget in order to appro-
priate affordable housing trust funds
for rehabilitation projects in
Fanwood, preventing state seizure of
the funds.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
reported that four houses in Fanwood
have already been rehabilitated with
fund money, and the application pro-
cess for the rehabilitation program
has been highlighted on Fanwood’s
website.

Mayor Colleen Mahr mentioned

that rules for spending affordable
housing money specify that only cer-
tain percentages can be used for re-
habilitation. Other amounts are speci-
fied for new construction and con-
sulting fees.

The mayor said Habitat for Hu-
manity of Plainfield approached the
council about partnering on new con-
struction projects. She also suggested
the possibility of undertaking special
needs accessibility work on a prop-
erty on Terrill Road.

The council next passed a bond
ordinance to dedicate $350,000 to
remediation at the former Livingston-
Wilbor site. Since the borough pur-
chased the site for $1.2 million in
2008, the cost of cleaning up envi-
ronmental pollution at the site has
been a controversial issue. “It’s been
a long road,” Mayor Mahr said.

The borough successfully sold the
property to a developer, as part of the
Fanwood Crossing complex project,
but still needs to cover some
remediation costs for the part of the
property it will continue to own and
maintain as a municipal parking area,
explained borough Chief Financial
Officer Fred Thompson.

Mr. Thompson further explained
that the borough reserved approxi-
mately $90,000 of the site’s initial
purchase price for remediation. That
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SP Mayor Says No Added
Library Funding Available

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two weeks
before the township council’s vote
on the 2013 municipal budget, Mayor
Kevin Glover said on Tuesday that no
additional funding for the township
library would be available this year.

Repeating what he said at last
month’s meeting – when more than
20 residents spoke out in protest
against what they saw as potentially
damaging cuts to the library budget –
the mayor said that the library in
recent years had been spared cuts to
its budget while other township de-
partments’ expenditures were pared
back. “The cut to the library will be
painful to all of us,” he said at the
council’s conference meeting. But,
he said, he was “confident that our
learned people at the library will learn
to adjust.”

Last year’s library budget totaled
$1,351,981, with $20,000 of that sum
added by the council to the state-
mandated minimum funding level of
$1,331,981. This year, while library
officials had requested $1,375,216,
the state’s minimum funding level

declined to $1,284,694, which is what
has been proposed in the township
budget that will be voted on at the
council’s Tuesday, May 21 meeting.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day, several council members asked
that library funding be increased, with
Councilman Michael Marcus calling
for its budget to be restored to the
$1.375 million requested during bud-
get meetings earlier this year. Saying
that the library, “to me, is a very high
priority,” he said the “last thing in the
world we should do” is allow the
library to face a “budget crunch,”
given that the Bartle Avenue facility
is “utilized by thousands of people in
this town.” Short of fully funding the
library, Mr. Marcus said he had asked
Library Director Meg Kolaya if she
could operate effectively with a bud-
get equal to the 2012 level of $1.351
million and she had responded affir-
matively.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
said she remained unclear about the
details of the library’s finances, par-
ticularly the lack of clarity over
whether or not unexpended funds
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