
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-10  Thursday, May 2, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Joanne Rajoppi to Recall
Civil War ‘Brunswick Boys’
CRANFORD – Union County

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, author and
historian, will speak at the Sat-
urday, May 4 meeting of the
Crane’s Ford Daughters of the
American Revolution
(DAR). The public is
invited to attend the
1 p.m. program at the
Cranford Community
Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue.

In commemoration
of the Civil War Ses-
quicentennial, Ms.
Rajoppi will present
“The Brunswick
Boys,” a dramatic
eyewitness account
of the Civil War Battle
of Fredericksburg as
vividly described by young Pvt.
John P. Hamilton in a letter to his
mother in New Brunswick.

Ms. Rajoppi discovered this let-
ter and 90 others penned by her
great-grandfather during the
Civil War. It led her to write “The
Brunswick Boys,” the story of 18
young men who were Pvt.
Hamilton’s friends and who went
to war with him. She contrasts
this account of her great-

grandfather’s war experiences
with daily life in New Brunswick,
illustrating the impacts of that
war on a New Jersey town.

Ms. Rajoppi is the first female
clerk in the 151-year
history of Union
County, elected in
1995. An avid histo-
rian, she served as
chairwoman of the
Court House Centen-
nial Anniversary
Committee in 2005;
as a member of the
2007 Union County
150th Anniversary
Committee, and cur-
rently chairs the Civil
War Sesquicenten-
nial Committee.

She also is the recipient of two
awards from the National Fed-
eration of Press Women, one for
a brochure entitled “A History of
the Union County Courthouse
Complex,” and the second for
the “2008 Union County Presi-
dential Election Calendar.” She
also is the author of the award-
winning book “Women in Office:
Getting There and Staying
There.”

Joanne Rajoppi

The relationship between Westfield and
its neighbor to the east, Garwood, has
been bumpy at times. In the mid-1990s
the two communities differed on support
of Village Super Market Inc.’s plans to
build a giant ShopRite on North Avenue
in both communities with a Westfield
street address. After the Westfield Plan-
ning Board rejected the application, the
Garwood Planning Board approved an
amended plan to place the entire store
into Garwood. There were also some
complaints over the years by Garwood
involving the Westfield Senior Citizens
Housing on Boynton Avenue.
In recent years, though, the relation-

ship between the two towns appears to
be positive. The ShopRite has been a big
success with little traffic problems. The
Westfield Seniors Housing Corp. has been
approved to convert the old St. Anne’s
School in Garwood into additional senior
housing units.

But last week Garwood Councilman
William Nierstedt, speaking as a resident
not as a councilman, and another resi-
dent, spoke of their concerns over a 16-
unit townhouse development planned
for the corner of Grove Street and Myrtle
Avenue on the Westfield/Garwood bor-
der. The Westfield Board of Adjustment
approved the development at a special
meeting held April 16 after Mr. Nierstedt
and the other resident spoke.
Garwood is concerned over the poten-

tial for water runoff from the develop-
ment, which is to be built across the
street from the Westfield Indoor Tennis
Club.
The Westfield building department, in

our view, should work with its Garwood
counterpart to ensure that water runoff,
traffic and other issues from this devel-
opment do not impact negatively on
neighborhoods in the area of both com-
munities.

Mrs. Cuccarro, a longtime
Garwood resident, noted that she
was familiar with the home in
question and attested that it had
been used as a two-family home
as far back as the 1970s.

In her conclusive remarks, Mrs.
Villaggio said she would support
the application given the
Donnellys’ testimony that the
prior owner had sold the house
as a two-family and that they
had been using it as a two-family
ever since.

Mayor Quattrocchi concurred,

saying she was giving the cur-
rent owners “the benefit of the
doubt” with her vote.

Another application for a Cer-
tificate of Non-Conformity for a
two-family home was unani-
mously approved at the begin-
ning of the same meeting. The
certificate was issued to Robert
Dill and his wife, who had sub-
mitted all the evidence regard-
ing the use of their residence at
419 Oak Street at an earlier date.

A resolution also passed
Wednesday to recommend to the

borough council that they direct
the planning board to undertake
a study assessing whether a pa-
perboard site can be declared an
area in need of redevelopment.
The specific site in question is 93
North Avenue, home to Garwood
Paperboard. If the borough coun-
cil adopts the resolution, the plan-
ning board could then hire some-
one who could, in turn, conduct
the study.

CRANFORD – The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will visit
Peony’s Envy, a nursery and dis-
play garden in Bernardsville, on
Monday, May 20, at 10 a.m. With
more than 30,000 peony plants,
Peony’s Envy offers one of the
most extensive collections of peo-
nies in the northeast. The gar-
dens are laid out over an eight-
acre property.

After the garden visit, partici-
pants will gather for lunch at
Station Pub and Grub in
Bernardsville. As always, guests

are welcome. If interested in at-
tending or to learn more about
joining the Floraphile Garden Club
of Cranford, contact Mary Ellen
at mecrafts@verizon.net.

Additionally, The Artist Framer
in Cranford is presenting the “Art-
ists in Bloom” art show and sale
now through Friday, May 31. This
event is a fundraiser for the
Floraphile Garden Club. For more
information, visit
theartistframer.com or like it on
Facebook at facebook.com/
artistsinbloomNJ.
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