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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETE OF THE WEEK...Danny Buono, a senior on the
varsity tennis team and a 4-year starter, recently placed eighth at the Union
County Tournament and has played well for the Cougars this season.

Roselle Park played hard. We
were fortunate to score more
runs than them,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Luis Amaro led the 16th-seeded
4-8 Panthers with two singles
and an RBI. Catcher Richie Johns

had a double and scored the run.
Leadoff batter Joey Fulinello had
a single.

Johns had a strong defensive
afternoon behind the plate and
managed to gun down a few of
the very aggressive Cougars on

the base paths.
“It was a game where we would

steal, and he did a great job of
throwing some of our runners
out today,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Panther pitcher Mike Billek lim-
ited the strong-hitting Cougars
to six hits, while walking two and
hitting three. Tommy Trotter
went 2-for-4 with a double. But
Williamson had his number, go-
ing 3-for-3 with a triple and a
double, an RBI and scoring twice
— pinch runner Matt DiMartino
scored the runs — even though
Billek was very cautious with his
pitches to him, especially in his
third at-bat when he doubled to
right field.

“He threw me a couple of
knuckleballs, first pitches. I was
kind of just watching them in. He
got 3-0 on me, and Coach Caff
told me to take the next pitch
and it was a strike. I fouled the
next one off then I took the next
pitch and drove it to right field,”
Williamson described.

The Panthers tagged Williamson
for two hits in the first inning, but
he worked his magic to record
three strikeouts and escaped the
inning without yielding a run. In
the bottom of the inning, Sean
Feeney took a off-speed pitch to
the back, stole second and later
scored on a throwing error, which
allowed Chris Folinusz to reach
first. Folinusz stole second and
then scored on Williamson’s hop-
ping single past short, making
the score, 2-0.

In the fourth, Williamson ham-
mered a triple to center and
scored when the centerfielder
caught a line drive for an out but
lost control of the ball on the
exchange from his glove hand to
the throwing hand. Williamson’s
one-out double to right in the
sixth set up the final two runs.
Jake Forrestal was hit-by-a-pitch,
and Sam Scheer reached base
on an error. Alex Plick stepped to
the plate and slashed a two-run

single to right.
The Cougars were to host the

eighth-seeded Union Catholic
Vikings in the quarterfinals on

May 1.
Roselle Park 000 001 0 1
Cranford 200 102 x 5

Top-Seeded Cranford Cougars Stop Park Panthers in UCT First Round Baseball, 5-1


