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A special day with a special
dedication and a special match-
up between friendly rivals re-
sulted in a 5-1 victory for the top-
seeded Cranford High School
baseball team over the 16th-
seeded Roselle Park Panthers in
the first round of the Union County
Tournament at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 27. Previously,
the Panthers had defeated
Plainfield in the preliminary
round.

“Mr. [Michael] and Mrs. Wielgus
lost their child March 28 and he
was special to the community, so
what the community decided to
do was have Mr. and Mrs. Wielgus
be part of the opening ceremo-
nies and throw out the first pitch,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis

McCaffrey, who had played high
school baseball for Roselle Park,

explained.
All the players and coaches on

WILLIAMSON STRIKES OUT 13 ROSELLE PARK PANTHERS, WHACKS TRIPLE, DOUBLE, SINGLE

Cougars Calm Panthers, 5-1, in UCT Baseball 1st Round
the Cougars wore uniforms with
the name “Wielgus” on the back.

“It was ironic that the Wielgus
family was from Roselle Park and
Cranford played Roselle Park to-
day. I hope it was very nice for
the Wielgus family. Michael
Wielgus! We grew up together,
so the Wielgus family has a spe-
cial spot with myself and a lot of
people from Roselle Park,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Senior Ryan Williamson was on
the mound for the 9-0 Cougars
and struck out 13 Panthers, while
yielding one run on four hits, a
walk and two hit batters.

“I was throwing first pitches for
strikes. My curveball started get-
ting on in the third inning and

started throwing it for strikes. I
threw my changeup a couple of
times for strikes. I was fortunate
to get them out today,”
Williamson said.

“Ryan threw the ball well.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Matt DiMartino

Matt DiMartino slides into third as Steve Loevsky applies a tag

Jake Forrestal makes contact
Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader


