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After nipping the Cranford Cou-
gars, 4-3, in nine innings in their
home opener on April 2 and drop-
ping their next two games, the
Westfield High School softball
Blue Devils reeled off nine straight
victories with a 7-0 shutout of
the Cougars at Adams Field in
Cranford on April 25.

Momentum and confidence was
clearly with the 10-2 Blue Devils
and pitcher Elena Scarano sat
down six Cougars and walked
none, while scattering eight hits.
Interestingly, it was at this very
same field where Scarano shut
out the Cougars, 7-0, in the final
game of the season on May 29,
2012.

“I felt really confident coming

into this game. The first couple of
pitches felt really good. I was
ready. Our defense was on. They
were all focused. We knew they
were going to come on strong.
They are always ready to beat
us, but we ended up wanting it
more,” Scarano said.

The Blue Devils also had eight
hits and junior Julia Criscuolo
dished out the major portion of
the damage with a double, single
and a three-run home run in her
four at-bats.

“I have to give all the credit to
my dad, because he has been
working with me ever since I was
a kid. And whenever I need help,
he’s there pitching to me and he
gives me advice before every
game. But it wasn’t about me, I
did it for my team today,”

Criscuolo said.
Shortstop Cali Chambliss

singled, stole three bases and
scored twice for the Blue Devils.
Becca Kaufman (run scored) and
Natalie Tupper each rapped an
RBI single. Liz Fox laid down a
bunt single and scored and Bobbie
Snyder singled. Shannon
Schaefer scored once and added
an RBI, and Chrissy Ferraro
walked and scored once.

Leadoff hitter Ali Verrilli led the
4-9 Cougars with a pair of singles,
and Victoria Mettlen drilled a
double. Pitcher Julie Siragusa,
Morgan Ferretti, Candice Durant,
Kerry Wischusen and Katie
Waldner each singled.

Siragusa also recorded six
strikeouts and walked one, but
it came right at the beginning of

CRISCUOLO 3-FOR-4, DOUBLE, HOME RUN, 3 RBI; SCARANO FANS 6; VERRILLI RAPS 2 HITS

Blue Devils Win 9th Straight, Shut Out Lady Cougars, 7-0
the game when she issued a
free pass to Ferraro. After a
series of errors and fielder’s
choice that did not go the Cou-
gars’ way, the Blue Devils seized
a 2-0 lead.

Durant led off the bottom of the
second with a single to right and
Mettlen followed with a double to
center, but Scarano fanned the
next two batters and got the next
batter to ground out to second.
In the third, Verrilli singled but
was doubled up when the next
batter’s bunt attempt was popped
up as third baseman Schaefer
came charging in to grab the ball
and fired to first to Criscuolo who
was covering first.

In the fourth, Snyder slapped a
single, Kaufman grounded into a
force out, Scarano reached safely

on an error and Tupper tapped
an RBI single past short. The
Blue Devils increased their lead
to 4-0 in the fifth with a pair of
early singles and, later,
Kaufman’s slashing RBI single
past first base.

Criscuolo’s three-run blast over
the right-centerfield fence in the
sixth gave the Blue Devils a 7-0
lead.

“She was going outside on me
all day, so I came in on the plate.
I took two practice swings for an
outside pitch, and that’s what I
got,” Criscuolo explained.

But the Cougars had some life
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO SECOND BASE...Cougar Kerry Wischusen, No. 18, singled and later
slides into second base on a base hit by Katie Waldner in the seventh inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD BASE...Cougar Candice Durant, who singled, slides into third
base on Victoria Mettlen’s double in the second inning.
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