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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior midfielder Jesse Klein
broke a 7-7 tie with two straight
crucial goals midway through the
second half to spark a five-goal
run that led the 4-7 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls la-
crosse team to a 12-10 victory
over 2-8 Cranford at Memorial
Field in Cranford on April 24.

The Lady Cougars had rallied
from a 6-1 deficit late in the first
half to knot the score with 15:35
remaining when senior Morgan
Mason slipped a shot past Raider
freshman goalie Erin O’Connor
prior to the Raiders’ five unan-
swered points.

“They played a very aggressive
defense. We weren’t taking care
of the ball on offense transition
wise. That’s what got them back
into the game. They were ready
in the attacking third. We just
needed to settle down. Overall,
we played pretty well,” Raider
Head Coach Rob Rafferty said.

The Raiders out-shot the Cou-
gars, 29-22, and held a 15-9
edge on draw controls. O’Connor,
who jumped up from the JV squad
to fill in for varsity goalie Megan
Welsh, finished with 10 saves,
while Cougar goalkeeper
Catherine Miller had 13 saves.

The Raiders also had an advan-
tage on ground balls, which cut
short a number of Cougar
offensives. Raider junior attacker
Erin Weber and senior midfielder
Olivia Mendes scooped the ma-
jority of the ground balls. Weber
also finished with two goals and
Mendes led her team with three

goals.
“Olivia is a scrappy kid. She is

one of our leading girls for ground
balls. She’s mentally tough. She
wants to go to the net to help
out,” Coach Rafferty said of
Mendes.

“For me, it’s kind of like being
at the right place at the right
time to run around to a space
that is open. You have to be open
and keep your head up to throw
it when the ball gets to you,”
Weber said.

Weber was also a strong repel-
ling agent defensively.

“You keep your feet fast on the
ground, watch the cutters who

MENDES NOTCHES 3 GOALS; WEBER, REGAN, KLEIN 2 EACH; FARAONE FIRES 4, HARTNETT 2

SPF Raider Girls Sprint Past Cougars in Lacrosse, 12-10
are cutting and get a mark on
your man,” she said.

“Ground balls! Erin is aggres-
sive. She was at the right place
at the right time too. Erin is very
good coming off the wing and
very good coming from behind

the cage,” Coach Rafferty said.
Raider midfielder Haley Regan

netted a pair of goals, and at-
tacker Andrea McNeely added a
goal and an assist, while
midfielders Annie Cannone and

Julie Haggan each scored a goal.
Cougar Erica Faraone led her
team with four goals. Colleen
Hartnett and Hannah Ross each
netted two goals and Mason fin-
ished with a goal and an assist,
while Megan Power scored a goal
and Sarah Ross added an assist.

Cannone scored the first goal
on a stuff with 21:13 on the clock
in the first half but shortly after-
wards had to leave the game due
to an injury.

“I actually played without Annie
and my starting goalkeeper has
been sick. Erin O’Connor made
her first varsity start and made
some great saves. Annie’s has
been battling head and neck in-
juries from the Millburn game,”
Coach Rafferty explained.

Mendes scored one minute later
and added her second with 14:35
left in the half. Faraone answered
within two minutes, but Weber
made the score, 4-1, two min-
utes later. Four minutes later,
Mason found the net, but the
score was nullified due to an
illegal follow through. Weber hit
her second goal and with 4:20
left in the half, Haggan, on an
assist from McNeely, gave the
Raiders a 6-1 lead. Faraone net-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING ON THE BALL...Raider attacker Andrea McNeely, No. 13, concentrates on getting control of the
ball as Cougar Colleen Hartnett, No. 17, also attempts to get to the ball at Memorial Field in Cranford on April 26.


