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Softball Blue Devils Shut Out Cougars, 7-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

a double, single and a three-run home
run in her four at-bats.

“I have to give all the credit to my
dad, because he has been working
with me ever since I was a kid. And
whenever I need help, he’s there pitch-
ing to me and he gives me advice
before every game. But it wasn’t about
me, I did it for my team today,”
Criscuolo said.

Shortstop Cali Chambliss singled,
stole three bases and scored twice for
the Blue Devils. Becca Kaufman (run
scored) and Natalie Tupper each
rapped an RBI single. Liz Fox laid
down a bunt single and scored and
Bobbie Snyder singled. Shannon
Schaefer scored once and added an
RBI, and Chrissy Ferraro walked and
scored once.

Leadoff hitter Ali Verrilli led the 4-
9 Cougars with a pair of singles, and
Victoria Mettlen drilled a double.
Pitcher Julie Siragusa, Morgan Ferretti,
Candice Durant, Kerry Wischusen and
Katie Waldner each singled.

Siragusa also recorded six strikeouts
and walked one, but it came right at the
beginning of the game when she is-
sued a free pass to Ferraro. After a
series of errors and fielder’s choice
that did not go the Cougars’ way, the
Blue Devils seized a 2-0 lead.

Durant led off the bottom of the

second with a single to right and
Mettlen followed with a double to
center, but Scarano fanned the next
two batters and got the next batter to
ground out to second. In the third,
Verrilli singled but was doubled up
when the next batter’s bunt attempt
was popped up as third baseman
Schaefer came charging in to grab the
ball and fired to first to Criscuolo who
was covering first.

In the fourth, Snyder slapped a
single, Kaufman grounded into a force
out, Scarano reached safely on an
error and Tupper tapped an RBI single
past short. The Blue Devils increased
their lead to 4-0 in the fifth with a pair
of early singles and, later, Kaufman’s
slashing RBI single past first base.

Criscuolo’s three-run blast over the
right-centerfield fence in the sixth
gave the Blue Devils a 7-0 lead.

“She was going outside on me all
day, so I came in on the plate. I took
two practice swings for an outside
pitch, and that’s what I got,” Criscuolo
explained.

But the Cougars had some life re-
maining. Verrilli and Ferretti led off
the sixth with back-to-back singles,
but Scarano reduced the next three
batters to infield outs. Wischusen and
Waldner led off the seventh with back-
to-back singles, but Scarano induced

a popup to first, struck out the next
batter and ended the game with a
groundout back to the mound.

“There are some new players on
the team, but we are all coming to-
gether. It’s been fun,” Criscuolo said.

“Sarah Seitz, who was our leadoff
batter, broke her knuckle, but Rebecca
Kaufman has come in for us and
playing leftfield, and she has been
hitting the ball really well. Bobbie
Snyder is now our steady DP [desig-
nated player]. She is in that 5 hole
protecting Shannon and protecting
Julia, and she has been doing a nice
job,” Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

“I am really impressed with how
everyone stepped up. We are all click-
ing,” added Scarano.

“I think we are playing like confi-
dent players right now. We put to-
gether a bunch of really good games.
They are determined. They want to
be here, and they want to win. It is
evident as soon as they step on the
field. We played four games in a row.
We won all four. That’s exactly what
we set out the week to do. We are
looking to do the same thing next
week, but one at a time. Right now,
we are hot,” Coach MacDonald said.
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Martha
Schilling

CUSTOM HOME

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom contemporary with an open floor plan,
quality built with attention to every detail by owner/architect. The Chef
designed gourmet kit has a breakfast nook. The sunken LR boasts a two
story, dual sided stone FP and panoramic views. The FDR overlooks an
expansive 1800` multi-level deck. The great room/media room has a
built in entertainment center, also offering panoramic views. A master
en suite and two additional BR complete the upper level. $1,499,000.

Frances
“Fran” Bradley

and
Ebtsam

“Sam” Sayed

RANCH

MOUNTAINSIDE. Mint condition expanded ranch with amazing
space beautifully maintained and updated. Amenities include a newer
roof, an eat-in-kitchen with stainless steel appliances and walk-in pantry,
central air, hardwood floors, very large bedrooms and a Family Room
addition.  Additional features include a wood-burning fireplace, a full,
finished basement, abundant storage, a two-car attached garage and a
great Mountainside location. $569,000.

Diane Walsh

MOUNTAINSIDE. Beautifully appointed new construction offers
gourmet kitchen with granite countertops, SS appliance package, center
island, and breakfast bar. Colonial floor plan includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
Baths, including master suite with WIC, full bath including Jacuzzi tub,
second floor laundry. Finishing touches include a formal dining room,
family room with gas burning fireplace with sliders to deck, and
oversized two car garage. Make this fantastic NEW home yours! $615,000.

Associate of the Month

Niki
Fry

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. 5 BR, 3.5 Bath CHC including a MBR Suite and master
bath with onyx tile. Distinctive architectural elements include original
chestnut moldings, built-in corner cabinets, classic floor plan & HWF. The
FR & kitchen addition, done by local craftsman Tom Colicchio. With
French doors leading to an oversize deck, the FR`s cathedral ceiling enhances
the expansive feel. Detailed with fluted columns & period millwork, custom
windows & doors, an artisan`s touch is apparent. $899,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION - COLONIAL

Holly
Cohen

COLONIAL

CRANFORD. This captivating Colonial style home beautifully articulates
the very best of 1940`s architectural design with notable custom amenities
for today’s lifestyle. A wonderful skylit great room addition, with volume
ceiling, adds a FR, Dining Area for Kitchen and access to deck & fenced
yard. Three generous sized Bedrooms, LR with fireplace, spa bath &
powder room, CAC, FDR with mullioned glass door & spacious kitchen
with additional breakfast bar, pantry and built-in desk. $474,500.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Colonial House in heart of Westfield fully renovated
2013, features 4 bedrooms, 3 Bath, Eat In Kitchen, Living Room with
Fireplace, Formal Dining Room with brand new hardwood floors, sliding
doors to a spacious deck, central AC, finished basement, laundry room,
high efficiency furnace, fenced yard, garage & more. Prime location, very
quiet street, just minutes from downtown, all grade schools, train station/
bus lines EZ commute to NYC. Low property taxes! $569,000.

Ana
DeFigueiredo

So. Plainfield Nine Nip Blue Devils in 7th, 4-3
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The 6-8 Blue Devils could muster
only five hits in six innings against
starting pitcher Tim O’Leary, who
also walked three and hit a batter.
Demers smacked a two-run double in
the first inning and was hit-by-a-pitch
and scored in the fourth on Matt
Storcks’ single to right field. Tyler
Bowman and Mike Ionta both
doubled, and Liam Devin singled and
scored once. Chris Arena walked and
scored in the first. Many of the Blue
Devils’ outs were a result of long,
lofty fly balls to centerfield.

“Sometimes we try to elevate and
hit the ball over the outfielder’s head.
Unless you hit the ball 450 feet, on this
field they are all outs. That’s how we
pitch. We want them to hit them to
centerfield to centerfielders, who can
run. That’s how you get outs on this
field. Other than some of the guys we

had, I have never seen a guy hit a ball
from the 396 sign to the goal post over
there. Nobody hit the ball over that far.
You got to learn to get the ball through
the gaps,” Coach Brewster said.

Demers’ double with Arena on third
and Devin on second gave the Blue
Devils a 2-0 lead heading into the
second inning. The Tigers knotted
the score, 2-2, in the fourth and it
began with a leadoff walk, followed
by a pair of singles. One run scored
on a double play then Pellegrino
slashed an RBI single to right.

Demers started the bottom of the
fourth by taking a glancing blow to the
shoulder and helmet. After Jake
Greenberg launched a long out to cen-
ter, Bowman drew a walk then Storcks
delivered his RBI single to right.

Tiger Pat Boyle whacked a one-out
double to right in the sixth and

Pellegrino followed with his RBI
double to left, knotting the score. In
the seventh, Taylor Born was hit-by-
a-pitch, McDermott singled and
Graves buried his RBI single into the
grass in right field. Tiger relief pitcher
Kyle Dickerson retired the Blue Dev-
ils in order in the seventh.

On the very next day, April 27, the
third-seeded Blue Devils were to host
Roselle Catholic in the first round of
the Union County Tournament.

“We seem to play to our competi-
tion. We got to put something to-
gether tomorrow,” Coach Brewster
said.

The Blue Devils did put something
together and defeated Roselle Catho-
lic, 9-2, to advance to the quarterfinals.
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SP’s Wasserman Gets
UCT Coach of Year

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys tennis Head Coach Gary
Wasserman earned the Union County
Interscholastic Coaches Association
(UCIAC) Robert Nadasky Coach of
the year award after his team placed
second in the Union County Tourna-
ment at Doug Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on April 19. The Raiders
placed in the top-3 in all five flights,
including having Jeffrey Rodgers
place first at first singles.

KERBY, GREENBERG, WALKER NET 2 GOALS APIECE

Raiders Humble St. Joseph’s
In Boys Lax Showdown, 11-6

By ALEX SCHIFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming into April 29’s game
against St. Joe’s-Metuchen, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
lacrosse Head Coach Nick Micelli
knew his team needed a solid win
after suffering a tough loss to Arthur
L: Johnson on April 26. Micelli could
not have received a more dominating
performance from his team as the
Raiders knocked off the Falcons, 11-
6, in a game that the Falcons were
never really in.

Thomas Walker started the Raiders
off on the right note, scoring 30 sec-

onds after the opening face-off on a
nice feed from Jack Cunningham.
Kevin Charos would add another goal
a few minutes later, followed quickly
by a Matt Greenberg goal to give the
Raiders an early 3-0 advantage.

The Raiders also had a very solid
performance from their defense as
net minder Cole Webber had a great
game, holding the Falcons to just two
goals the first three quarters. Webber
had an excellent save on a shot from
Falcons senior Pat Kellish, who was
right in front of Webber when he
saved it.

Webber had another solid save early
in the second quarter as he stopped a
shot from Falcons midfielder Ozzie
Borrero. Cunningham and Kerby
would both find the back of the net in
the second quarter to put the Raiders
up 5-0. St. Joe’s would finally find the
back of net in the half’s final minute as
Andrew Monahan scored on a pass
from Kyle Stenberg. The Raiders added
one more goal before halftime as
Walker rippled the net with two sec-
onds left on the clock to send the
Raiders into the second half up 6-1.

The Raiders continued to domi-
nate the Falcons in the third quarter
with goals from Alex Cimring and
Justin Giacona, along with another

goal from Matt Greenberg to add to
the Raiders’ lead. Tom Sorrentino
found the net for the Falcons to make
the score 8-2 going into the fourth
quarter.

St. Joe’s showed a little more life
than it had all game in the fourth
quarter. The Falcons scored four
goals, including a pair from Dom
Morelli and one apiece from Stenberg
and Borrero. Kerby and Jack Gerrity
scored to secure the Raiders victory.

“This past week we took a really
bad loss from Johnson,” Coach Micelli
said. “We didn’t show up and I think
that was a wake-up call for us to take
every game like a playoff game. St.
Joe’s is a great lacrosse program and
we prepared for them and played to-
day like there aren’t any games left.”

The Raiders have won three in a
row and will face Nutley this Friday,
May 3, and will need to win in order
to get a good seed for the state tourna-
ment before they face Oratory next
week in the first round of the Union
County tournament.

“I’m not even thinking about Ora-
tory right now” Micelli said. “Let’s
get through Nutley and then we can
worry about Oratory.”

St. Joseph’s 0 1 1 4 6
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 3 3 2 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPLETING THE DOUBLE PLAY...Blue Devil second baseman Julia Criscuolo covers first base and catches the ball
to complete a double play as Cougar Ali Verrilli tries to dive back in time in the third inning.


