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CRISCUOLO 3-FOR-4, DBL, HR, 3 RBI; SCARANO FANS 6

Blue Devils Win 9th Straight,
Shut Out Lady Cougars, 7-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After nipping the Cranford Cou-
gars, 4-3, in nine innings in their
home opener on April 2 and dropping
their next two games, the Westfield
High School softball Blue Devils
reeled off nine straight victories with
a 7-0 shutout of the Cougars at Adams
Field in Cranford on April 25.

Momentum and confidence was
clearly with the 10-2 Blue Devils and
pitcher Elena Scarano sat down six
Cougars and walked none, while scat-
tering eight hits. Interestingly, it was
at this very same field where Scarano
shut out the Cougars, 7-0, in the final
game of the season on May 29, 2012.

“I felt really confident coming into
this game. The first couple of pitches

felt really good. I was ready. Our
defense was on. They were all fo-
cused. We knew they were going to
come on strong. They are always
ready to beat us, but we ended up
wanting it more,” Scarano said.

The Blue Devils also had eight hits
and junior Julia Criscuolo dished out
the major portion of the damage with

MENDES NOTCHES 3 GOALS; FARAONE FIRES IN FOUR

SPF Raider Girls Sprint Past
Cougars in Lacrosse, 12-10
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior midfielder Jesse Klein broke
a 7-7 tie with two straight crucial
goals midway through the second
half to spark a five-goal run that led
the 4-7 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls lacrosse team to a 12-10
victory over 2-8 Cranford at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on April 24.

The Lady Cougars had rallied from
a 6-1 deficit late in the first half to
knot the score with 15:35 remaining
when senior Morgan Mason slipped
a shot past Raider freshman goalie
Erin O’Connor prior to the Raiders’
five unanswered points.

“They played a very aggressive
defense. We weren’t taking care of
the ball on offense transition wise.

That’s what got them back into the
game. They were ready in the attack-
ing third. We just needed to settle
down. Overall, we played pretty well,”
Raider Head Coach Rob Rafferty said.

The Raiders out-shot the Cougars,
29-22, and held a 15-9 edge on draw
controls. O’Connor, who jumped up
from the JV squad to fill in for varsity
goalie Megan Welsh, finished with
10 saves, while Cougar goalkeeper
Catherine Miller had 13 saves.

The Raiders also had an advantage
on ground balls, which cut short a
number of Cougar offensives. Raider
junior attacker Erin Weber and senior
midfielder Olivia Mendes scooped the
majority of the ground balls. Weber
also finished with two goals and
Mendes led her team with three goals.

“Olivia is a scrappy kid. She is one
of our leading girls for ground balls.
She’s mentally tough. She wants to
go to the net to help out,” Coach
Rafferty said of Mendes.

“For me, it’s kind of like being at
the right place at the right time to run
around to a space that is open. You
have to be open and keep your head
up to throw it when the ball gets to
you,” Weber said.

Weber was also a strong repelling
agent defensively.

“You keep your feet fast on the
ground, watch the cutters who are
cutting and get a mark on your man,”
she said.

“Ground balls! Erin is aggressive.
She was at the right place at the right

DEMERS DRILLS 2-RUN DOUBLE, STORCKS RIPS RBI 1B

So. Plainfield Tiger Nine Nip
Blue Devils in Seventh, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hard luck struck once again when
the visiting South Plainfield Tigers
scored a run in the top of the sixth
inning to knot the score then added
another in the seventh to nip the
Westfield High School baseball team,
4-3, in Westfield on April 26.

The 10-4 Tigers’ come-from-be-
hind victory overshadowed a fine
performance from starting pitcher
Brad DeMartino, who spread out nine
hits, walked one and struck out five in
six innings. Reliever Quinn Dursee
tossed the seventh inning and allowed
one run on two hits, while hitting a
batter.

“I actually think he is a very, very
good pitcher. Unfortunately, we don’t
score any runs for him. Unfortunately,
we don’t score many runs, period. We
are just not getting that big hit. Time
and time again, we got the big hit in
the first inning by [Eric] Demers, but
other opportunities we had, we just
didn’t get the big hit,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

The Blue Devils’ defense has shown
improvement and proved it with sev-
eral fine plays, including turning a
double play and gunning down a run-
ner heading for third base.

“Our defense is getting better and
better all the time,” commented Coach
Brewster.

Of the Tigers’ 11 hits, Aidan
McDermott went 3-for-3 with a
double and scored once. Jeff
Pellegrino had an RBI single in the
fourth inning and did damage in the
sixth with an RBI double. Pinch hitter
Chris Graves put the nail in the coffin
with an RBI single in the seventh.

“Our last two games we lost in our
last at-bat. We lost that way to
Bridgewater two days ago. They are
outstanding teams. It’s not that they
are bad teams. They are very good
teams. We play them even. We just
don’t get that hit that we need to get.
That’s what it comes down to,” Coach
Brewster said.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO SECOND BASE...Cougar Kerry Wischusen, No. 18, singled and later slides into second base on
a base hit by Katie Waldner in the seventh inning. Blue Devil shortstop Cali Chambliss, No. 1, tries to handle the throw.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING ON THE BALL...Raider attacker Andrea McNeely, No. 13, concentrates on getting control of the ball
as Cougar Colleen Hartnett, No. 17, also attempts to get to the ball at Memorial Field in Cranford on April 26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING BACK TO FIRST IN TIME...Blue Devil Eric Demers dives back to first before Tiger first baseman Pat Boyle, No.
44, can make a tag in the fourth inning. South Plainfield scored a run in the seventh and held on for a 4-3 win.


