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Call me to see how much you can save.
Safe  drivers  cost  everybody less.  That’s  why
they  pay  less.  But  at  Allstate,  they  pay  a
whole lot less. In fact, safe drivers save 45%
or more on car insurance. Why wait? Call me
today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

Insurance and coverages subject to terms, qualifications and availability. Actual savings will vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company.

This Is Westfield  2013 Our 41st Annual EditionComing next week:

town in the county.
In addition, homeowners are

charged a tax in support of the
county’s Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund. Lo-
cally, Westfield residents will be
charged $103; Scotch Plains resi-
dents, $71; Fanwood, $61; Cranford,
$65; Garwood, $53; Mountainside,
$86, and Summit, $133.

The Union County Board of Taxa-
tion determines the amount of tax
paid per property based on a formula
set by the state.

At Thursday’s Freeholder meet-
ing, Freeholder Chris Hudak, a mem-
ber of the board’s Fiscal Affairs Com-
mittee, in a prepared statement, said
the county closed a $28-million bud-
get gap that he said was “caused
largely by a number of mandated
expenses.”

“The Fiscal Affairs Committee of
the Freeholder Board held meetings
with administrators and staff to ini-
tiate a comprehensive line-by-line
review of the budget. Our goal was to
realize savings that would cut the
bottom line, avoid layoffs and ser-
vice cutbacks,” Mr. Hudak said. “I
am pleased to announce that we have
achieved these goals while cutting
the levy an additional $4.2 million.”

He said the board was able to
reduce spending in a number of ar-
eas including a $1.8-million reduc-
tion in health benefits through an
emphasis on wellness programs and
a “decline on the overall employee
census.” He said the Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital budget was cut
$350,000 in the “other expenses”
line item through savings in house-
keeping and dietary departments,
both of which have been outsourced
to private companies.

Freeholder Hudak also said all va-
cant county positions were kept un-
filled for 90 days except grant-funded
and public safety positions. As an
example, he said, $370,000 was saved
in the sheriff’s office by not filling
vacancies. Another $450,000 in sav-
ings was realized in the corrections
department through the result of a
study by Florida-based Luminosity,
which helped reduce the daily inmate
population at the county jail.

“As the county manager (Al Faella)
noted early on, this is another step in
a multi-year turnaround. The review
of our fiscal processes is no longer a
yearly process, but rather a year-round
one that will continue as we build
critical mass towards full prosperity.
We remain committed to ensuring
that Union County remains the best
possible place to live, work and raise
a family,” he concluded.

Prior to the 8-0 adoption vote (Free-
holder Dan Sullivan was absent) for
the budget by the freeholders,
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson said
the biggest reasons for the county
budget increase are “debt and insur-
ance.”

Commenting on Freeholder
Hudak’s statement, Mr. Paterson said,
“We didn’t save four million dollars.
We’re still increasing the taxes $15
million. There is no savings here at
all.”

He questioned the decrease in de-
ferred charges of $2.5 million. “What
that’s telling me is that these costs are
deferred and they are going to show
up next year,” he stated. Mr. Paterson
also asked for an explanation on the
nearly $2 million dip in health insur-
ance premiums from $49 to $47 mil-
lion.

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
when switching to Horizon last year,
the county was expecting an increase
of up to 18 percent in premiums over
the prior year. She said the county’s
personnel division and its insurance
broker were able to establish wellness
programs which, along with a lower
employee census “and marketing our
benefits to several agencies,” helped

the county lower its group insurance
increase to 10 percent or $1.7 million
over 2012.

On the deferred charges, some of
which date back to 1985 through
charges incurred through the county’s
capital fund, the county opted to
spread out paying back the charges as
opposed to paying for it all in the
2013 budget.

“Deferred charges is something that
we are going to phase in incremen-
tally in a more responsible manner,”
Ms. Taylor explained.

Kenilworth resident John Bury
questioned how the county was able
to increase revenue items such as for
county clerk revenue from $2 million
realized in 2012, $1.8 million in the
2013 introduced budget and $2.1
million in the adopted budget, and
for realty transfer fees where $3.2
million was realized in 2012, $3 mil-
lion in the introduced 2013 budget
and $3.6 million in the adopted bud-
get.

“How can you do this – anticipate
more money than you actually real-
ized in 2012?” Mr. Bury asked.

Ms. Taylor said generally a county
can not anticipate more revenue for a
particular line item from the prior
year. “However, if you can substanti-
ate that you have a trend and you can
show that those revenues are reason-
ably able to be collected in a reason-
able manner you can actually antici-
pate it with the approval of the state.”
She said both revenue items were
approved by the state.

She also said revenue listed as
“county board of pay patients” for
Runnells Specialized Hospital was
reduced from $35.2 million to $32.6
million between the introduced and
adopted budgets due to a change in
Medicare and Medicaid reimburse-
ment rates.

Jim Buettner of Cranford said the
budget “is teetering on going over the
half-billion mark.”

“I think the finance committee
needs to go back and sharpen those
pencils… and look again and see
what they can do for the taxpayers
who are really hurting because this
really was not any change from last
year. It’s actually an increase,” Mr.
Buettner said.

During closing statements by the
freeholders, Freeholder Chairwoman
Linda Carter said the county would
continue to look to reduce costs “in
all aspects.”

“We will continue to work on it
over the next year – over the next two
years – and really try to forecast in
looking at where we can cut some of
the dollars that are spent,” she said.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
said county budgets “are really not
the same as municipal budgets when
you consider we carry the cost of the
Union County Courthouse, a hospi-
tal, a jail, a juvenile detention center;
all these things are things that are
shared by the municipalities.”

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh said
he wanted to “caution and urge resi-
dents not to compare the county bud-
get to a municipal budget; that’s like
apples and oranges,” saying they are
“separate entities with separate re-
quirements.”

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
said he was “very proud to say” that
county employee layoffs were
avoided this year as compared to 2012
when employees were cut. “We con-
tinue to be on the right track and the
correct track with this budget,” he
said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said the
county has been “working very hard
to control and contain our expendi-
tures.”

“There are many people in this
county who have necessities that are
met only because of the mere fact that
the [county] government is willing to
fund those circumstances,” he said.

DOWN SOUTH...During the Chatham County Hurricane Conference held in
Savannah, Ga. on April 23, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, left, shares The
Westfield Leader with Savannah Mayor Edna Branch Jackson as Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea looks on. Mayor Skibitsky, who was the conference
keynote speaker, discussed with other mayors the actions Westfield took, the
effectiveness and what was learned during the events of Superstorm Sandy.
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Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
SHADE TREES...Union County Freeholder Bruce Bergen, second from right,  met,
from left, teacher Chana Finver, students Andrew Fuda, Mike Reyes and Basharie
Coleman and paraprofessional Thomas McClay from the Lamberts Mill Academy
in Westfield as the students learned how to properly plant and care for trees at the
Williams Nursery in Westfield. The seminar for area students is operated by the
Union County Shade Tree Commission annually in celebration of Arbor Day. The
County of Union provides free trees to schools that have applied for them.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPRING HAS SPRUNG...Trees were a-bloom in Evergreen Field in Scotch
Plains this past weekend, confirming that spring has officially arrived.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEALTHY KIDS...The Westfield Area “Y” holds Healthy Kids Day on Saturday
to kick-start healthier behavior by youngsters now and throughout the summer.
There were fun and games for all the children.

nition with the Navy Achievement
Medal with Combat Valor, Combat
Action Ribbon, Presidential Unit Ci-
tation and an award from the police
Knights of Columbus. Mr. Ostrowski
grew up in Scotch Plains, graduated
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in 2000 and now resides in
Union.

“We are pleased to have four of our
finest pay tribute to all service men
and women who sacrificed their lives
while serving our country,” noted
Chief Brian Mahoney of the Scotch
Plains Police Department. “The re-
cent tragedy in Boston serves as a
reminder of the valor of our first
responders, those who serve at home
as well as in our military.”

The parade committee asks that all
residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood turn out for the Memorial
Weekend events, including the con-
cert on Sunday evening, May 26, on
the north-side lawn of the Fanwood
train station from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
and the parade on Monday in tribute
to America’s fallen military.
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Westfield Re-Zones to
Comply with COAH

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Following the an-
ticipated final approval of six new re-
zoning ordinances by the town coun-
cil at the May 7 meeting along with
approval by state Superior Court Judge
Frederic Kessler on Monday, June 10,
the Town of Westfield will be in com-
pliance with the second round of the
state’s affordable housing regulations.

The six ordinances, which were
passed on first reading by the council
on April 23, are a result of the settle-
ment of the Sunnyside Senior Hous-
ing lawsuit and will not go into effect
until the town has approval from the
court. These new ordinances, along
with court approval, will prevent any
future developers from bringing a
builder’s remedy type of lawsuit
against the town.

Sunnyside Senior Housing, owned
by Ray Rodgers, will be constructed
on a 1.5-acre lot at 206 Springfield
Avenue, not far from Sunrise Assisted
Living, and will consist of 24 age-
restricted units. Four of the units will
be set aside as affordable housing.

In January 2009, Sunnyside filed a
lawsuit against the Town of Westfield
and the planning board, alleging that
its attempts to develop property lo-
cated at 206 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield was “rebuffed” by the de-
fendants.

The suit was considered a “builder’s
remedy” lawsuit, as the town did not
have a fair-housing plan approved un-
der regulations set forth by COAH
(Council On Affordable Housing).
Westfield did adopt its Master Plan on
October 7, 2002, and in 2004 the town
prepared a housing plan, but cited new
COAH regulations were pending and
recommended that the town “monitor
this situation closely and where ap-
propriate, new development should
be required to address any obligation
that may result from such develop-
ment.”

Town Attorney Russ Finestein told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“You don’t have to file with COAH to
be in compliance,” though he did ac-
knowledge that failure to have an ap-
proved plan does leave municipalities
open to a challenge by a developer.

Mr. Finestein added that while there
are still new COAH regulations pend-
ing for approval before the New Jersey
State Supreme Court, he believes these
new zoning changes will likely leave
the town in compliance with whatever
the future regulations may be.

The new ordinances call for rezon-
ing of properties on South Avenue,
Livingston Street, Windsor Avenue,
Central Avenue, New Street, South
Elmer Street, North Avenue, and the
Springfield Avenue property where
Sunnyside will be built.

The ordinances also reaffirm the
town’s existing zoning which permits
the existing Senior Citizens Housing
complex on Boynton Avenue; and al-
lows for affordable housing to be built
on the site of Williams Nursery should
the nursery stop operating, along with
construction of units at Grandview
Avenue, Myrtle Avenue and Grove
Street, where an application was ap-
proved by the zoning board on April
16 for 16 townhouses, which will in-
clude three affordable units.

Mr. Finestein said the ordinances
allow for the current uses of the prop-
erties being changed to continue be-

ing used as they are, and the new
zoning would only come into play if
the properties were to be developed.
Using Williams Nursery as an ex-
ample, Mr. Finestein said that it can
remain a nursery regardless of the
ownership of the property; but if a
developer were to purchase it, only
housing or open space would be per-
mitted under the zoning. “It’s never
going to be an office building,” he told
The Times.

Several lots on New Street, Central
Avenue and South Elmer Street are
being rezoned. The properties on New
Street and Central Avenue that are
currently up for sale are being mar-
keted for $1.4 million. The majority of
the lots affected by the zoning change
on Central Avenue, New Street and
South Elmer Street are owned by
Newpointe Realty, Janet Papandrea
and James Papendrea. The other two
affected properties are owned by Oran
and Mary Bryant and Antonio and
Mary Ann Mormile.

In 2003, Newpoint Realty made an
application to the zoning board in
order to build an office building span-
ning New Street along Central Av-
enue, and proposed to purchase the
street from the town, but later with-
drew their application.

The two lots affected on North Av-
enue are 608, owned by William and
Lorraine Lehman, and 628-710,
owned by Sevell Family Enterprises.

Zoning will also change for 421-
429 South Avenue, owned by Sevell
South Ave.; 445-449 South Avenue,
owned by Beazer East; 461-469 South
Avenue, owned by ACP Partnership;
and 418 South Avenue, 448 South
Avenue and 338 Windsor Avenue,
owned by Sevell Inc.

A public hearing will be held on
the ordinances before a final vote is
taken on Tuesday, May 7, at 8 p.m. at
town hall. Should they have any fur-
ther objections, property owners who
are affected by these new ordinances
will have the chance to be heard
before Judg Kessler on Monday, June
10, at the Union County Courthouse
in Elizabeth.

Fanwood Committee
Says Thank You

The Fanwood Clean Community
Committee would like to extend their
thanks to the 100 volunteers who
participated in the April 20 Clean
Community Day. Litter was removed
from Fanwood’s public areas. Picked
up during the event were approxi-
mately 25 bags of recyclables and 75
bags of trash. Good job, volunteers!

The morning began with Mayor
Colleen Mahr’s greeting to the crowd,
followed by Council President Russell
Huegel’s reading of the “Fanwood
Clean Community Day” Proclama-
tion.

The Fanwood Clean Community
Committee Chairman Clint Dicksen,

Bob McCarthy, Linda Talcott, Karen
Diaz, Dean Talcott and Cathy Fluta

warranted. Mr. Checcio proposed a
compromise of hardscape with inter-
mittent plant beds.

Because the area in question belongs
to private owners, rather than the bor-
ough or the developers, Mr. Checcio
stated, “This is part of a visioning pro-
cess; the easements will [have to] be
sorted out before any of these vision
improvements can be concluded.” The
property owners would have to autho-
rize any enhancements, and Elite Prop-
erties would not be under obligation to
finance enhancements.

Mr. Checcio said his company would
agree to pay for one section of work on
private property, a walkway along the
western border of the development. “If
the vision plan that we discussed for the
pedestrian concourse on the neighbor-
ing properties [is authorized with
easements]…we would commit to ac-
tually doing the work,” he said.

Outside of the privately-owned ar-
eas on the site, Elite Properties moved
to include more trees and plantings,
consistent with the Environmental
Commission’s recommendation to
bring in “native, non-invasive species
of varying heights and calipers,” espe-
cially milkweed, which benefits Mon-
arch butterflies.

Mr. Checcio next called on traffic
consultant Joseph Staiger to testify. Mr.
Staiger outlined the staggered parking
patterns the lot would likely see through-
out any given day, as residents com-
mute to and from work and shoppers
enter and exit the commercial sections
of the buildings. Mr. Staiger predicted
that, even during peak parking hours,
the lot would have roughly 27 to 37
open parking spaces.

Traci Constandi, president of the
Fanwood Business and Professional
Association, questioned Mr. Staiger’s
conclusions. She asked if his calcula-
tions were based on the assumption
that current parking for the lot has
been adequate.

“There are already problems” with
parking, she said.

She warned that without due consid-
eration, the Fanwood Crossing lot could
turn out to be as crowded as the parking
lot of the Garwood ShopRite. “You
should go there and see what’s going
on, because that is a fully developed

area,” she said, opining that parking
needs projections are not always accu-
rate.

Mr. Staiger countered that his stud-
ies were based on real-time observa-
tions throughout the workday on sev-
eral different occasions. He also reas-
sured her that the amount of parking in
the lot would more than double after
redevelopment efforts.

Architect John Saracco and Project
Manager Michael Checcio both tes-
tified that the new buildings would
comply with fire prevention and en-
vironmental conservation standards
across the board.

The board approved Elite Proper-
ties’ application in spite of some park-
ing and traffic concerns voiced by Ms.
Constandi and area business owners
Jeff and Helen Ling.

Mayor Colleen Mahr reassured the
merchants, “I will not discount any
comments or concerns about the
parking…once they build out the
parking lot, I believe that will go a
long way to addressing the concerns
we heard today.”

In other news, the board approved a
shed for resident Thomas Gallo of
Midway Avenue, and outdoor patio
seating for Fabio’s Bistro on South
Avenue.

The board’s next regular meeting
will take place on Wednesday, May 22.
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