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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Photo courtesy of S. Falco of the Fanwood Shade Tree Commission
TREE CITY USA…The Park Middle School Environmental Club displays the
Tree City USA Flag, which was presented to the Borough of Fanwood by the
National Arbor Day Foundation. It is the 20th consecutive year that Fanwood has
qualified for the honor. The club participated in Fanwood’s annual Arbor Day
Program and helped give away 30 tree seedlings to those in attendance. Also
pictured are Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilman Russ Huegel and
Department of Public Works employee Kenny Blom.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
BENEFIT CONCERT…Fanwood Presbyterian Church Music Ministry Direc-
tor Tom Berdos leads a rehearsal of the choir assembled from across northern
and central New Jersey for the Sunday, May 19, choir concert to benefit the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains Rescue Squads.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRAFFIC TANGO...The “Dancing Policeman” entertains attendees while also
directing traffic at the Classic Car and Motorcycle Auction and Show held
Saturday at the National Guard Armory in Westfield.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HISTORIC MOMENT...At the Governors’ Ball, a fund-raising gala event for the Liberty Hall Museum located at Kean
University in Union, governors gather for a photo. Pictured, from left to right, are: Governors Jim Florio, Tom Kean, Sr.,
Chris Christie, Donald DiFrancesco, James McGreevey and Richard Codey.

SPF BOE Hears About
Students’ Trip to Barcelona

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting received an enthusiastic re-
port last Thursday from many stu-
dents and family members about the
recent trip of 14 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) stu-
dents to Barcelona, Spain and the
Spanish exchange program as a
whole. In the report, SPFHS World
Language teacher Marie Concepcion

told audience members about the 10-
day trip that students took earlier in
the year.

She said the students and their chap-
erons left Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport on February 13 and
arrived in Barcelona at 10:30 a.m. on
Valentine’s Day. At noon they ar-
rived at the Colegio Sagrada Familia
in Barcelona, Spain and joined their
pen pals. Soon after, she noted, the
students were taken to their host fami-
lies, where they would be staying for

the next 10 days, and then met up at
3 p.m. to compete in a sports program
in Can Drago.

During their stay, the students saw
the world famous Monserrat Boys’
Choir, the 575 B.C. ruins of
Ampurias and visited the Renia Sofia
Museum, the Prado Museum and
the Dali Museum.

Ms. Concepcion noted during her
presentation that this trip marked the
“first full cycle of the program.” This,
she stated, was because last year the
World Language Department had
hosted 17 high-school students from
the same school in Barcelona to
SPFHS, during which time they
stayed with local host families in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood from
March 21 to April 1, 2012. She added
that these two experiences had made
the students who participated “be-
come global citizens.”

Student Katherine DeMarco said
meeting the people and students of
Barcelona was “surprisingly differ-
ent and similar to my own culture.
This trip helped me to realize that I
am part of a bigger world and would
like to be a part of a global commu-
nity.” She added “there is only so
much someone can learn from sitting
in a classroom day to day.” She con-
cluded by noting that she would like
to continue with her Spanish educa-
tion by adding Spanish as a minor in
college or having a double major.

Pam Bernstein reported that last
year her family hosted a student, Tho-
mas, from Barcelona and that this year
her son, Jordan, went on the trip, as did
her whole family independently of the
students. She noted that Jordan and
Thomas “have truly bonded as broth-
ers” and that it is “a very small world
and people are the same everywhere.”

In other business, Fanwood resident
Robert Stovall announced that he was
officially running for a position on the
board of education in the next election.
He said he and his wife have two daugh-
ters within the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district and that they have lived
in Fanwood since 1998. He also stated
that presently he serves on the Fanwood
Board of Health.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, May 9,
at 7:30 p.m. in the administration
building on Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.

County Taxes Going Up in Local
Towns in $493.7-Million Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders voted
last Thursday to adopt the 2013
county budget of $493.7 million, an
increase of $5 million over the 2012
adopted budget. A total of $317.5
million will be raised in county taxes,
an increase of $15 million over 2012.

According to the Union County
Board of Taxation, the county tax
will be $34.1 million in Westfield, up
$2.1 million over 2012 and the sec-
ond highest increase in the county
after Summit. County taxes will be
$18.6 million in Scotch Plains, up
$883,359; $5.3 million in Fanwood,
an increase of $249,486; $19.2 mil-
lion in Cranford, a hike of $1.2 mil-
lion; $3.2 million in Garwood, up
$144,425, and $8.1 million in
Mountainside, an increase of
$433,928. County taxes will rise in
19 of 21 municipalities, with Roselle
Park and Rahway being the excep-
tions.

The average home in Westfield will
pay $3,314 in county taxes, an in-
crease of $216 over last year. Scotch
Plains homeowners will pay an aver-
age of $2,289, a $115 hike, while
Fanwood residents will pay $1,975,
up $101. Taxes in Cranford will rise
$136 to $2,129, while Garwood resi-
dents will pay $1,740, an increase of
$85, with Mountainside residents

paying $2,752, for an increase of
$162. Summit homeowners will pay
the highest county tax of $4,322, an
increase of $324. The county will
collect $33.4 million in taxes from
city homeowners this year, second
highest behind Westfield. Summit’s
overall county tax is up $2.6 million
over 2012, the largest increase of any

Fanwood Celebrates Arbor
Day With Ceremony

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Last Friday, the
borough’s Shade Tree Commission,
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Department of
Public Works (DPW) Director Clint
Dicksen, the Park Middle School En-
vironmental Club, McGinn School
Pack 277, Wolf Den 6 and members
of the community came together at
Carriage House Park to celebrate
Arbor Day.

The program opened with a flag
ceremony followed by Steven Falco,
chairman of the Shade Tree Commis-
sion, thanking the tree ambassadors
for locating properties in the bor-
ough that could use a shade tree. Mr.
Falco said 20 trees had been planted
this year. The commission is care-
taker of the many trees in Fanwood’s
parks and other public places.

Mayor Mahr was given a plaque
from Shade Tree USA marking the
20th year that Fanwood has been a
participant. According to the
borough’s website, Tree City USA
includes more than 3,400 communi-
ties across the country that make a
concerted effort to conserve and pro-
tect their public trees.

The commission was created with
the passage of a local ordinance in
1962, according to the Fanwood
website. It is the responsibility of
the commission to maintain and pro-
tect all shade trees on borough prop-
erty, parks and along all borough

streets. That includes all trees within
10 feet of a borough street or road-
way.

At Friday’s event, Shade Tree Com-
missioner Tom Plante introduced
members of the Environmental Club,
who each read a piece on the impor-
tance of trees. Club members then
gave a demonstration on how to prop-
erly add mulch at the base of a tree to
keep it moist and help it grow.

Kenny Blum, an arborist with the
DPW, then demonstrated how he uses
a “cherry picker,” a truck with an
elevator bucket, to reach and prune
the tops of tall trees.

A shade tree banner, a gift to the
borough from Shade Tree USA, was
unfurled. Free seedlings, which were
potted by the members of the Envi-
ronmental Club, were given out af-
ter the ceremony. The youngsters
were then treated to cookies and
bottled water.

Each year, the Shade Tree Com-
mission plants trees on the public
right-of-ways and on borough prop-
erties. Any borough homeowner who
would like a street tree planted in
front of their home should e-mail
safalco1@comcast.net.

It is against the law for a resident to
cut, prune, damage or disturb a bor-
ough tree, according to the commis-
sion. Residents are advised to contact
Borough Hall at (908) 322-8236 if
they have any concerns regarding a
borough tree.

SP-F Parade Committee
Names Grand Marshals

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Pa-
rade Committee has announced the
grand marshals for this year’s pa-
rade, to be held on Monday, May 27.
The grand marshals are all U.S. Ma-
rine Corps veterans now serving as
officers in the Scotch Plains Police
Department.

Officer Brad Belford served in the
Marines from August 2002 to August
2008, honorably discharged with the
rank of E-4/Corporal; deployed in
Iraq April 2003 to October 2003 and
February 2005 to September 2005.
His home unit was the 6th Motor
Transportation Battalion in Red Bank,
N.J. While in Iraq, he served as motor
vehicle operator and logistics sys-
tems vehicle operator. Mr. Belford
grew up in Fanwood, graduated from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
in 2002 and currently lives in Scotch
Plains.

Officer David Belford has served
in the Marines since August 2007,
currently holding the rank of E-4/
Corporal; deployed in Iraq from Au-
gust 2008 to April 2009. His home

unit is 2nd Battalion, 25th Marines in
Garden City, Long Island, N.Y. While
in Iraq, he served as motor transport
operator. Mr. Belford grew up in
Fanwood and currently lives in Scotch
Plains.

Officer David Lavery served in the
Marines from May 2002 to May 2008,
honorably discharged with the rank
of sergeant; deployed in Iraq from
January 2003 to August 2003. His
home unit was the 6th Motor Trans-
portation Battalion in Red Bank.
While in Iraq, he served with the
Maintenance Platoon attached to 1st
FSSG in Camp Pendleton, Calif. Mr.
Lavery grew up in Scotch Plains,
graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School in 2000 and
currently resides in Clark.

Officer Christian Ostrowski served
in the Marines from August 2000 to
August 2004, honorably discharged
with the rank of E-4/ Corporal; de-
ployed in Iraq from January 2003 to
July 2003 with the 2nd Light Ar-
mored Reconnaissance Battalion as
Field Radar Operator; earned recog-
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FW PB Approves Fanwood
Crossing Application

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD  — The borough’s
planning board last Wednesday ap-
proved the application from Elite
Properties to develop two new
Fanwood Crossing buildings and a
municipal parking lot joining them.

Lawyer and Elite Properties princi-
pal member, David Checcio, presented
the first half of the company’s applica-
tion at the previous planning board
meeting in March.

At the April 24 meeting, Mr. Checcio
called expert witness, civil engineer
Joseph Jaworski, back to the stand to
address adjustments to the site plan
resulting from the board’s comments at
the previous meeting.

Mr. Jaworski testified that the ad-

justed plans included additional land-
scaping in the parking lot and street-
scaping along the building fronts, at the
board’s request.

Board member Jack Molenaar, a bor-
ough councilman, praised the revised
plans but suggested that grass beds
added to the back area of Fanwood
Crossing III might be ill-advised with
cars parking close to the beds and cus-
tomers crossing over the grass en route
to stores. “I think it’s just [going to] be
a muddy mess,” he said.

While Mr. Molenaar and board alter-
nate Daniel Zucker advocated plain
hardscape for the back of Fanwood
Crossing III, several other board mem-
bers felt that extra maintenance costs
for attractive planted beds would be
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