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I can help your family stay in their home.
Many Americans rely on two incomes to pay
their  housing  expenses.  If  something
happens  to  you,  life  insurance  is  one  of  the
best ways to help keep those expenses paid.
Call me today for affordable options.

Ron Bansky
908-301-0711
 
519 South Ave W.
Westfield

Need two incomes to pay
your housing expenses?
You need Allstate
life insurance.

Life  insurance  offered  by  Allstate  Life  Insurance  Company,  Northbrook,  IL,  Lincoln  Benefit  Life  Co.,
Lincoln,  NE  and  American  Heritage  Life  Insurance  Co.,  Jacksonville,  FL.   In  New  York,  Allstate  Life
Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

This Is Westfield  2013 Our 41st Annual EditionComing next week:

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
HELPING HAND…Westfield High School (WHS) senior Michael Fitzhenry, a
member of the WHS Varsity lacrosse team, steers a wheelbarrow full of mulch
at the Bird Sanctuary located off Summit Avenue in Westfield on Saturday as
part of an Earth Day clean-up as Bill Heinbokel, chairman of Westfield’s Green
Team, right, looks on. Approximately 70 boys and coaches from the team were
on hand to help clear the sanctuary of debris left by Hurricane Sandy.

CLEAN-UP COMMITTEE ... Mayor Andy Skibitsky along with Third Ward
Council Candidate David Oliveira and daughters, Laura and Catherine, join
local residents in cleaning up the intersection of Grove Street and Grandview
Avenue on Saturday.

Photo courtesy Keith Loughlin
CAMPAIGN FUN...Westfield Councilman Keith Loughlin's re-election cam-
paign kicked-off with “Keith's Carnival” on April 27, featuring games, food,
prizes and more. For more information on Keith's campaign, visit
keithloughlin.com.

the future regulations may be.
The new ordinances call for rezon-

ing of properties on South Avenue,
Livingston Street, Windsor Avenue,
Central Avenue, New Street, South
Elmer Street, North Avenue, and the
Springfield Avenue property where
Sunnyside will be built.

The ordinances also reaffirm the
town’s existing zoning which permits
the existing Senior Citizens Housing
complex on Boynton Avenue; and al-
lows for affordable housing to be built
on the site of Williams Nursery should
the nursery stop operating, along with
construction of units at Grandview
Avenue, Myrtle Avenue and Grove
Street, where an application was ap-
proved by the zoning board on April 16
for 16 townhouses, which will include
three affordable units.

Mr. Finestein said the ordinances
allow for the current uses of the prop-
erties being changed to continue being
used as they are, and the new zoning
would only come into play if the prop-
erties were to be developed. Using
Williams Nursery as an example, Mr.
Finestein said that it can remain a nurs-
ery regardless of the ownership of the
property; but if a developer were to
purchase it, only housing or open space
would be permitted under the zoning.
“It’s never going to be an office build-
ing,” he told The Leader.

Several lots on New Street, Central
Avenue and South Elmer Street are
being rezoned. The properties on New
Street and Central Avenue that are cur-

rently up for sale are being marketed
for $1.4 million. The majority of the
lots affected by the zoning change on
Central Avenue, New Street and South
Elmer Street are owned by Newpointe
Realty, Janet Papandrea and James
Papendrea. The other two affected prop-
erties are owned by Oran and Mary
Bryant and Antonio and Mary Ann
Mormile.

In 2003, Newpoint Realty made an
application to the zoning board in or-
der to build an office building spanning
New Street along Central Avenue, and
proposed to purchase the street from
the town, but later withdrew their ap-
plication.

The two lots affected on North Av-
enue are 608, owned by William and
Lorraine Lehman, and 628-710, owned
by Sevell Family Enterprises.

Zoning will also change for 421-429
South Avenue, owned by Sevell South
Ave.; 445-449 South Avenue, owned
by Beazer East; 461-469 South Av-
enue, owned by ACP Partnership; and
418 South Avenue, 448 South Avenue
and 338 Windsor Avenue, owned by
Sevell Inc.

A public hearing will be held on the
ordinances before a final vote is taken
on Tuesday, May 7, at 8 p.m. at town
hall. Should they have any further ob-
jections, property owners who are af-
fected by these new ordinances will
have the chance to be heard before
Judg Kessler on Monday, June 10, at
the Union County Courthouse in Eliza-
beth.
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based Luminosity, which helped re-
duce the daily inmate population at the
county jail.

“As the county manager (Al Faella)
noted early on, this is another step in a
multi-year turnaround. The review of
our fiscal processes is no longer a yearly
process, but rather a year-round one
that will continue as we build critical
mass towards full prosperity. We re-
main committed to ensuring that Union
County remains the best possible place
to live, work and raise a family,” he
concluded.

Prior to the 8-0 adoption vote (Free-
holder Dan Sullivan was absent) for the
budget by the freeholders, Garwood
resident Bruce Paterson said the big-
gest reasons for the county budget in-
crease are “debt and insurance.”

Commenting on Freeholder Hudak’s
statement, Mr. Paterson said, “We didn’t
save four million dollars. We’re still
increasing the taxes $15 million. There
is no savings here at all.”

He questioned the decrease in de-
ferred charges of $2.5 million, “What
that’s telling me is that these costs are
deferred and they are going to show up
next year, ” he said. Mr. Paterson also
asked for an explanation on the nearly
$2 million dip in health insurance pre-
miums from $49 to $47 million.

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
when switching to Horizon last year,
the county was expecting an increase
of up to 18 percent in premiums over
the prior year. She said the county’s
personnel division and its insurance
broker were able to establish wellness
programs which, along with a lower
employee census “and marketing our
benefits to several agencies,” helped
the county lower its group insurance
increase to 10 percent or $1.7 million
over 2012.

On the deferred charges, some of
which date back to 1985 through
charges incurred through the county’s
capital fund, the county opted to spread
out paying back the charges as opposed
to paying for it all in the 2013 budget.

“Deferred charges is something that
we are going to phase in incrementally
in a more responsible manner,” Ms.
Taylor explained.

Kenilworth resident John Bury ques-
tioned how the county was able to in-
crease revenue items such as for county
clerk revenue from $2 million realized
in 2012, $1.8 in the 2013 introduced
budget and $2.1 million in the adopted
budget, and for realty transfer fees where
$3.2 million was realized in 2012, $3
million in the introduced 2013 budget
and $3.6 million in the adopted budget.

“How can you do this – anticipate
more money than you actually realized
in 2012?” Mr. Bury asked.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders
Ms. Taylor said generally a county

cannot anticipate more revenue for a
particular line item from the prior year.
“However, if you can substantiate that
you have a trend and you can show that
those revenues are reasonably able to
be collected in a reasonable manner
you can actually anticipate it with the
approval of the state.” She said both
revenue items were approved by the
state.

She also said revenue listed as
“county board of pay patients” for
Runnells Specialized Hospital was re-
duced from $35.2 million to $32.6
million between the introduced and
adopted budgets due to a change in
Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement
rates.

Jim Buettner of Cranford said the
budget “is teetering on going over the
half-billion mark.”

“I think the finance committee needs
to go back and sharpen those pencils…
and look again and see what they can
do for the taxpayers who are really
hurting because this really was not any
change from last year. It’s actually an
increase,” Mr. Buettner said.

During closing statements by the
freeholders, Freeholder Chairwoman
Linda Carter said the county would
continue to look to reduce costs “in all
aspects.”

“We will continue to work on it over
the next year — over the next two years
— and really try to forecast in looking
at where we can cut some of the dollars
that are spent,” she said.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski said
county budgets “are really not the same
as municipal budgets when you con-
sider we carry the cost of the Union
County Courthouse, a hospital, a jail, a
juvenile detention center; all these
things are things that are shared by the
municipalities.”

Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh said he
wanted to “caution and urge residents
not to compare the county budget to a
municipal budget; that’s like apples and
oranges,” saying they are “separate en-
tities with separate requirements.”

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella said
he was “very proud to say” that county
employee layoffs were avoided this
year as compared to 2012 when em-
ployees were cut. “We continue to be
on the right track and the correct track
with this budget,” he said.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said the
county has been “working very hard to
control and contain our expenditures.”

“There are many people in this
county who have necessities that are
met only because of the mere fact
that the [county] government is will-
ing to fund those circumstances,” he
said.

case, many of which were provided
at the request of Board Attorney
Donald Fraser, Jr. and other board
members. Among these documents
were a 1984 property revaluation (in-
dicating the two units had been sepa-
rately assessed for taxes at that time),
a screenshot from a tax collector dated
December 11, 2012 that described
the home as a two-family, and two
Xfinity solicitations that had been
separately addressed to unit.

A few board members said they
took these documents as evidence
that the house had been taxed as a
two-family residence from 1984 to
the present, but ultimately concluded
that nothing could be surmised about
how the house was taxed from the
time of the house’s construction in
1964 to the time of the revaluation in
1984.

The applicants were unable to
present, among other documents re-
quested by the board, a survey of the
home, a title search, or a Certificate
of Occupancy (CO) that dated as far
back as the 1995 purchase. Mrs.
Donnelly told the board that she had
searched for a CO prior to
Wednesday’s meeting but was not
entirely sure where she might be able
to obtain one.

After reviewing the status of the
testimony and evidence presented to
the board towards the end of the
debate, Mr. Fraser asked Mr. Maher
if his clients wanted to adjourn the
discussion of their case until a later
date when they could provide addi-
tional evidence to support their case.
Mr. Maher and the Donnellys briefly
recessed before requesting that a vote
be taken that night.

Summarizing his position on the
case, Mr. Nierstedt concluded that

how exactly the residents of the house
were taxed did not speak to the legal
considerations of the issue at hand.
He also noted that the Donnellys had
not furnished any building permits;
had these been provided, he said,
they might legally confer the house
with two-family status.

Mrs. Cuccarro, a longtime
Garwood resident, noted that she was
familiar with the home in question
and attested that it had been used as a
two-family home as far back as the
1970s.

In her conclusive remarks, Mrs.
Villaggio said she would support the
application given the Donnellys’ tes-
timony that the prior owner had sold
the house as a two-family and that
they had been using it as a two-family
ever since.

Mayor Quattrocchi concurred, say-
ing she was giving the current owners
“the benefit of the doubt” with her
vote.

Another application for a Certifi-
cate of Non-Conformity for a two-
family home was unanimously ap-
proved at the beginning of the same
meeting. The certificate was issued
to Robert Dill and his wife, who had
submitted all the evidence regarding
the use of their residence at 419 Oak
Street at an earlier date.

A resolution also passed Wednes-
day to recommend to the borough
council that they direct the planning
board to undertake a study assessing
whether a paperboard site can be
declared an area in need of redevel-
opment. The specific site in question
is 93 North Avenue, home to Garwood
Paperboard. If the borough council
adopts the resolution, the planning
board could then hire someone who
could, in turn, conduct the study.
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Garwood Planning Board

DOWN SOUTH...During the Chatham County Hurricane Conference held in
Savannah, Ga. on April 23, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, left, shares The
Westfield Leader with Savannah Mayor Edna Branch Jackson as Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea looks on. See story page 1.

deaths where generators were ex-
hausting into homes from being too
close to open garage doors, etc. In
one instance, the generator ran out
of gasoline fuel in the middle of the
night, otherwise the sleeping resi-
dents might have died.

The mayor’s presentation in-
cluded:

Westfield Storm Damage: Over
80 percent of homes without power
(power fully restored after 14 days);
Over 40 percent of the roadways
were blocked by downed trees,
wires or utility poles; Over 90 resi-
dential structures sustained serious
damage; 13 homes deemed unin-
habitable; 13 garages destroyed.

Communication: Utilized town
website, e-mail, Twitter, Facebook,
local TV and AM radio stations to
advise residents; Latest storm track
and likely impact to Westfield; Is-
sued warnings to stay clear of
downed wires and trees;  Informa-
tion on power and water utility com-
pany preparation efforts; Informa-
tion on local impacts (schools, gen-
erator safety, schedule changes for
municipal services, etc.);  13
website/e-mail updates and 18
Tweets pre-storm.

Residents needed information:
Power restoration efforts and
timeline;  Storm damage and debris
removal; Street closures; Transpor-
tation information; Shelters, warm-
ing and charging stations; Gasoline
station availability; Proper usage of
portable generators; School closings;
Voting information; Halloween.

Town needed information: Util-
ity company restoration information;
Storm damage (Police, Fire and Pub-
lic Works Department); Street clo-
sures; Shelters, warming and charg-
ing stations; Transportation; Gaso-
line station availability.

Actions Taken: 13 pre-storm
website updates and e-mails; 19 post-
storm website updates and e-mails;
Links to each update were tweeted;
Two town-wide calls; Call partici-
pants included mayor, state senator,
assemblyman, power utility official,
county chairman, board of education
president, town administrator, police
chief, fire chief and health officer.

First call length: 43 minutes, listen
time, 26 minutes; connected 4,616

active lines and 2,716 answering ma-
chines; E-mail, tweets, Facebook and
fliers encouraged residents to e-mail
questions to the Mayor’s e-mail prior
to the call (over 600 questions re-
ceived).

Information provided: Power res-
toration methods and progress; Road
closures and debris removal; Shel-
ters, warming centers and charging
stations; School information and poll-
ing location changes; Generator
safety and downed power line warn-
ings; Increased police presence and
reporting suspicious behavior; Di-
saster assistance resources, mental
health hotline, drinking water safety
and conservation; Local Hurricane
Sandy relief fund; Reassured resi-
dents that the town was actively work-
ing to address the crisis in every way
and commended them for their pa-
tience and cooperation.

Partners: Schools and County alert
systems.

Communication Needs: Nixle;
Radio (AM 1690); Enhanced
Facebook and website.

Equipment Needs: Mobile Com-
mand Center; Emergency Mobile
Power Vehicles; Backup Generators;
Portable Message Boards.

Summary: Communicate early
and often; Bad news is better than no
news; Do not depend on one form of
communication; Once officials pro-
vide information, they own it. Must
be prepared to be self-sufficient. De-
brief after the crisis to determine what
went right and wrong. Always look
for ways to improve.

Mr. Gildea said that since the storm,
many construction permits were is-
sued to residents wanting to install
emergency electrical generators.
(Contractors told The Leader that
natural gas-powered generators with
all required electrical gear for homes
cost about $15,000 installed).

Superstorm Sandy moved ashore
to the northeast of Atlantic City on
October 29, 2012 with hurricane-
force winds and storm surge, pum-
meling much of the coastline. Its
storm surge hit New York City,
flooding streets, tunnels and sub-
way lines. The high winds knocked
down trees, blocked roadways and
cut electric power for several days
throughout the region.
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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
GOING GREEN...Abigail, Jordan and Deborah Kahn along with Katy and
Priscilla Duncan help clean up Brightwood Park in Westfield on Saturday as part
of Earth Day.


