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about the conflict of interest,
said she hopes the committee
will put the Florio, Perrucci firm
“aside” until the investigation is
completed. But commissioner
Lisa Adubato called the allega-
tions against the law firm and Mr.
Morin “unsubstantiated” and said
she backed Prof. Ambrosio’s ap-
pointment because of the
committee’s “obligation to be re-
sponsive to citizens.” Mr.
McCarthy cautioned that Prof.
Ambrosio’s efforts would not in-
clude subpoenas or depositions.

“He’s not playing sleuth,” Mr.
McCarthy said, clarifying that the
academic would be conducting a
“review of the facts” before mak-

ing recommendations to the
township committee.

In other business, the commit-
tee introduced the 2013 munici-
pal budget, which calls for ex-
penditures of $34.2 million and a
1.69 percent increase in the
municipal portion of property
taxes, or about $39 per house-
hold. Commissioner Andis
Kalnins, the finance commis-
sioner, said the governing body
would look into further savings
between now and the public hear-
ing on Tuesday, April 23.

Appropriations this year, he said,
are 0.69 percent higher than in
2012, the result of several one-
time expenditures last year that

were related to Hurricane Irene in
August 2011. He said most de-
partment budget increases were
kept to near zero this year. The
primary increases were a 4.4-
percent hike in insurance ex-
penses, a 5.7-percent hike in util-
ity costs and a 13-percent rise in
debt service. Mr. Kalnins said the
township would look to refinanc-
ing some of its debt in an effort to
lower that expense.

At the start of the meeting, the
committee gave final approval to
an ordinance setting out the pro-
cedures for identifying and es-
tablishing historic districts and
encouraging the preservation of
landmarks within Cranford. Call-
ing the ordinance “long in the
making,” Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley said recognizing
Cranford’s historic assets was
“essential” to the town’s charac-
ter and identity. He said the des-
ignation of a historic district can
boost property values by as much
as 3 percent and would also en-
able owners of historic homes to
become eligible for grants. Mr.
O’Malley emphasized that the or-
dinance would not “abridge any
personal property rights.”

During the public hearing,
Maureen Strazdon of the Cranford
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board said the group “strongly
supports” the ordinance. Sev-
eral other members also spoke
in support and when the commit-
tee completed its 5-to-0 vote to
enact the ordinance, applause
broke out in the audience.

The committee also gave final
approval to a $69,000 bond ordi-
nance to acquire new computers
for the municipal administrative
offices in an effort to provide bet-
ter customer service to residents.

Joseph Hartnett, who has been
serving as interim township admin-
istrator for the past several months,
was named to the post perma-
nently on Tuesday. James Wozniak
was promoted to the rank of captain
in the police department.
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WELCOME ABOARD...Steven Blaufeder is sworn in on Tuesday night by
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21Westfield) as a member of the Garwood
Borough Council as his wife, Cheryl Niedermaier, holds the Bible. Mr. Blaufeder
filled the seat vacated by the resignation of Victor DeFilippo.

Blaufeder Joins GW Council;
Nonconformity App. Fee Cut

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former Borough
Council candidate Steve
Blaufeder, a small business owner,
took his seat on the dais for the
first time Tuesday night, joining
Jim Mathieu as a second Republi-
can on the six-member panel.

State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) is-
sued the oath of office.

“I was always good at being a
bridge between people who ar-
gue,” Mr. Blaufeder said. “Maybe
I can be someone who helps get
people together.”

Mr. Blaufeder was appointed by
the council at its March 12 meet-
ing to fill the seat left vacant by
Victor DeFilippo. He was one of
three nominees submitted by the
Garwood Republican Committee.

Mr. DeFilippo resigned last
month citing a vague reference
to his job. His term was set to
expire December 31.

Mr. Blaufeder said he was in-
spired to run for the council in
2011 due to “lifestyle changes”;

he purchased a home in the bor-
ough with his wife and he saw tax
issues become “critical,” spark-
ing them to become active.

During his campaign, he said
the issues that clearly were para-
mount among residents were
taxes and bulk garbage pickup.

“This opportunity came up and
I was thrilled that the council put
their support in me,” he said.

Mr. Blaufeder, owner of TT
Cycles, a motorcycle import/ex-
port business in Berkeley Heights,
has lived in Garwood for almost
12 years; his wife is a lifelong
resident. He said “more than
likely” he would try to leverage
his incumbency into a full term.

Despite being a self-described
conservative, he praised Council
President and Finance Commit-
tee Chairwoman Sara Todisco, a
Democrat, for paring the budget
to minimize tax increases.

“Does it have a ways to go? As
a conservative I would say ‘of
course,’” Mr. Blaufeder said. “But
you have to be realistic. You
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GW BOE OKs $8.5-Mil.
Budget, $7.1-Mil. Tax Levy

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
 Specially written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough school
board members unanimously
adopted a tentative $8.5-million
budget on Thursday, which will
translate into a $95.33 school-
tax hike per home assessed at
$100,000. That’s about the same
jump as the proposed municipal
budget.

The $7.1-million tax levy is
$192,000 more than last year’s
revised $6.9 million, represent-
ing a 2.78-percent increase.
While the hike exceeds the 2-
percent cap allowed by state law,
it falls under the maximum when
special-education instruction and
health benefits for school em-
ployees are exempted – enabling
it to be passed without requiring
voter approval.

“We have this budget every
year, and every year it goes up
by 2 percent because it’s allowed
to by the State of New Jersey,”
Superintendent Teresa Quigley
said. “And then every year your

taxes go up a little, because your
school went up 2 percent and
your town government went up 2
percent, and that’s what goes up
in your taxes.”

Some of the biggest increases
in expenditures are special edu-
cation – about $61,000, undis-
tributed expenditures-instruction,
which includes about 100 stu-
dents going to Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark and special-
education students sent outside
of the district ($91,000) and em-
ployee benefits ($55,000).

One out-of-district special-edu-
cation student can cost more
than $100,000 in tuition, Ms.
Quigley said.

The board estimates an increase
in enrollment of one student at
the grade-school level to 390,
which includes 318 regular and
72 special-education students.
The cost per pupil remained rela-
tively the same at $11,125, which
includes instruction, salary and
benefits and supplies. Garwood

Experts Probe Alleged Conflict of Interest in Cranford
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