
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, March 28, 2013

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR LEADERSHIP…This year’s Cougar baseball team looks to 10 seniors for leadership. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row, Brian Carino, George Georgeadis, Andrew DiFrancesco and Bobby Bruns; back row, Matt DiMartino, Sean
Feeney, John Armstrong, Ryan Williamson, Chris Folinusz and Alex Plick.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stars and, perhaps, super stars
may exist on this year’s Cranford
High School baseball team that
returns eight starters from last
year’s Group 3 Championship
team, but the Cougars’ primary
focus will be on total team per-
formance

“It’s going to be a team effort
this year, and hopefully, we can
get through Game 1,” Cougar
Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey
said. “We are hoping to be ready
for Game 1. We are playing a
tough game in West Memorial in
New York [April 2]. They have
been very successful over the
years.”

After experiencing two quick
losses last year, the Cougars re-
gained its senses and the result
was a 10-game winning streak at
the right time, which led to a
sectional title, a Group 3 title and
a 22-4 record.

The Cougars regained their
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
title with a 7-0 win over West
Morris. Next, they topped West
Milford, 7-4, in the Group 3 semi-
finals then Ryan Williamson
tossed a two-hitter in a 4-1 vic-
tory over Freehold Borough for
the Group 3 crown.

Williamson, a lefty, who will
play at North Carolina State Uni-
versity next year, finished 6-0
with two saves in 47 innings,
allowing only four earned runs

for a 0.60 ERA.
“Obviously, Ryan has had suc-

cess for us in the past. It’s a
credit to Ryan and all these kids.
They are hardworking kids. They

practice quite a bit. They hit in
the morning. They will do any-
thing that we ask them to do.
They are committed, so we can
have a successful year,” Coach

McCaffrey said.
When not on the mound,

Williamson will be one of many,
including seniors Andrew

FOLINUSZ, WILLIAMSON, FEENEY, DiFRANCESCO, TROTTER, PLICK RETURNING STARTERS

Cougar Baseballers to Focus on ‘Total Team’ This Season
Difrancesco, Bobby Bruns, Brian
Carino and John Armstrong, jun-
iors Tommy Trotter and Jack
McCaffrey, and sophomore Matt
Raveteer, who will occupy the

outfield. Junior Tyler Davis is ex-
pected to spend plenty of time on
the mound.

With a .392 batting average last
year, Williamson can be expected
to be influential at the plate, as

well as Difrancesco, who led the
team with 42 hits for a .483 avg.
and struck out only four times.
Trotter, who played centerfield,
went 28-for-68 (.412 avg.)

However, power numbers could
not get much more impressive
for senior catcher Chris Folinusz,
who belted nine home runs last
year, including two in the Group
3 championship game, drilled 13
doubles, had a 1,026 slugging
percentage and went 39-for-77
for a .506 avg. Additionally, he
scored 29 runs, and led the team
with 48 RBI and six sacrifices.

Folinusz, who will play for
Rutgers University next year, is
expected to take on some addi-
tional responsibilities this sea-
son, including pitching and play-
ing first base. Senior Alex Plick, a
starter last year, will also play
first base. Sam Sheerer will also
be behind the plate.

“We ask Chris to do a lot of
things. We are asking him to
catch, pitch, play first. He’s go-
ing to take on a couple of differ-
ent roles,” said Coach McCaffrey,
who added, “Fortunately, when
you have a successful season,
it’s more than just on guy. Chris
had a great year, as well as other
kids too.”

Senior shortstop and now four-
year starter Sean Feeney had a
great 2012 season with a .444
avg. He is expected to remain at
shortstop, along with senior Matt
DiMartino.

Senior George Georgeadis,
sophomore Albert Garguilo and
freshman Joe Norton are vying
for the second base position.
Senior Jake Forrestal and junior
John Oblachinski will be playing
third base.

The Cougars first home game
will be against Linden at Memo-
rial Field on April 9 at 4 p.m.
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