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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SLEIGHT OF HAND…Magician Ryan Scott, right, performs illusions at The
Arc of Union County’s Annual Candlelight Ball held at L’Affaire in Mountainside
on Saturday night.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BACK IN TIME…Liberty Hall Museum’s elegant Downton Abbey-themed
brunch, “Dames, Dainties and Doilies,” is a hit for fans of the TV series who are
led by guide Katherine Commarato, right. The March 16 event saw these
enthusiastic Downton Abbey fans attired in Edwardian-era clothes as well as
“fascinators” as they pose in front of Lucy Kean’s carriage after the brunch. The
group of 40 guests was broken into four smaller groups for the tour of the Kean
home for the “Ring for Service: The Role of Servants in a Country House”
presentation.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SALUTE TO SECRET SERVICE…The Cranford Public Library is featuring an
exhibit this month entitled “United States Secret Service: Sons of Cranford.”
Sponsored by the Cranford Historical Society, it includes photographs, docu-
ments and memorabilia about six Secret Service agents from Cranford. Pictured
viewing the exhibit last Wednesday, from left to right, are: Cranford Police Chief
Eric Mason; Jim Mottola, Special Agent in Charge, Newark Field Office, United
States Secret Service; Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and Tho-
mas Sloan, one of the agents highlighted in the exhibit.

GW BOE OKs $8.5-Mil.
Budget, $7.1-Mil. Tax Levy

Keystone Agrees to Mediation
To Settle RVSA Suit

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — In the latest meeting
conducted last week by the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA),
RVSA’s counsel announced that
Keyspan Corporation had agreed to
participate in mediations, which are to
be held on May 14 and June 4, to settle
litigation concerning construction of
RVSA’s cogeneration facility.

RVSA’s lead litigation counsel, Brian
Hak of Weiner Lesniak, said, “On the
cogeneration litigation...CAT/Foley
had made a claim for $4 million on the
basis that, that was the money they
incurred to do the repair work back in
2007 when the engines exploded (on
the cogeneration facility).”

However, “The arbitrators just ren-
dered the award the other day, denying
that claim, in favor of the Authority
(RVSA) and PS&S (RVSA’s lead fea-
sibility engineer),” Mr. Hak said.

The genesis for the cogeneration fa-
cility started in the early 2000s. It was
from the beginning to become the cor-
nerstone of “methane burning” cogen-
eration plants, affording the member
cities in volume waste processing and
power output efficiencies. However,
due to unforeseen issues, the subse-
quent explosions of the engines caused
the massive halt on the costly project –
tail spinning quickly into a legal en-
tanglement.

On November 23, 2011 Caterpillar,
Inc. & Foley Power Systems (CAT/
Foley) filed a cross claim against the
RVSA and PS&S, in which they al-
leged, “The explosions that occurred in
2007 was due to the design of the
(cogeneration) facility, rather than the
defects from the engines.”

“On our arbitration, we’re set to go to

mediation in mid May and early June.
I’m happy to report that one of the
significant parties we sued (Keyspan)
has agreed to participate in the media-
tion,” Mr. Hak said.

As for the NJDEP (New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection)
versus Occidental case, during a closed
session the RVSA commissioners dis-
cussed the latest out-of-court settle-
ment proposal given by the NJDEP.
Recently, the NJDEP approached all
third-party defendants, including
RVSA, with efforts to settle. RVSA had
until March 23 to take action on the
latest settlement proposal.

Also, during the regular meeting,
outgoing former RVSA chairman,
Stephen Eisenberg of Springfield, was
sent off with congratulatory notes from
the other member commissioners. He
had served with the RVSA from De-
cember 2010 to February 2013, in vari-
ous positions, including the finance,
legal and sludge management commit-
tees.

“I want to thank (RVSA Chairman
Rene Dierkes) for inviting me…to re-
ceive this certificate,” Mr. Eisenberg
said. “Recently at a public meeting, the
mayor of Springfield (David Amlen)
said that I was ineffective on behalf of
my community, but I hope this is not
the general perception on the commis-
sioners and staff of (RVSA), who knows
something about the operations” and
about his contributions.

“Being a commissioner had been an
extraordinary opportunity; I stand (even
in retirement) ready for any assistance
(if ever needed),” Mr. Eisenberg said.

And in a continued effort by the
RVSA to boost continued positive pub-
lic relations communication, the Au-
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
 Specially written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough school
board members unanimously adopted
a tentative $8.5-million budget on
Thursday, which will translate into a
$95.33 school-tax hike per home as-
sessed at $100,000. That’s about the
same jump as the proposed munici-
pal budget.

The $7.1-million tax levy is
$192,000 more than last year’s re-
vised $6.9 million, representing a
2.78-percent increase. While the hike
exceeds the 2-percent cap allowed by
state law, it falls under the maximum
when special-education instruction
and health benefits for school em-

ployees are exempted – enabling it to
be passed without requiring voter
approval.

“We have this budget every year,
and every year it goes up by 2 percent
because it’s allowed to by the State of
New Jersey,” Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said. “And then every year
your taxes go up a little, because your
school went up 2 percent and your
town government went up 2 percent,
and that’s what goes up in your taxes.”

Some of the biggest increases in
expenditures are special education –
about $61,000, undistributed expen-
ditures-instruction, which includes
about 100 students going to Arthur L.

Jail Director, Prosecutor
Seek Budget Hikes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders’ Fiscal
Affairs Committee began deliberations
last Thursday with department heads
per a proposed budget of around $500
million, with $321 million to be raised
in taxes.

As the board looks for ways to chop
a $19-million tax hike this year, board
members heard proposed increases of
$480,329 for the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO), a total of
$454,000 of which would be used to
fill seven vacant senior officer posi-
tions that were not filled in 2012.

County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
said his office has tried to operate with
fewer employees “over the course of
many years,” saying his office has saved
“a considerable amount of money” by
not filling vacancies through resigna-
tion or retirement. The office employs

a staff of between 230 and 250. The
prosecutor said his assistant prosecu-
tors have not had a raise in five years,
asking the board to consider an in-
crease for them this year.

Under questioning from Freeholder
Angel Estrada about the need for more
UCPO staff, Mr. Romankow said, “I
am well below what I was two years
ago…I am down 10 people right now.
And I am interviewing [for] the detec-
tives. They’re my primary focus at this
point in time.”

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
the prosecutor saved $940,000 last year
by not filling vacancies in his office.
She said the prosecutor was willing to
fill those positions at around a half
million dollars in 2013 and 2014.

Also, a $449,200 hike is sought by
the Department of Human Services,
which, among other things, is needed
to make up for reduced revenues com-
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WF BOE Redistricting Plan
Opposed By Harding Parents

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A group of Harding
Street residents have objected to a re-
districting option by the Westfield Board
of Education (BOE), which has been
given to seven out of 27 families of
Washington Elementary School stu-
dents whose children would be going
to two different middle schools. The
seven families were given the option
for siblings to stay together in either
Roosevelt or Edison Intermediate
Schools.

Lori Fineberg and Diana
Dobosiewicz, both of Harding Street,
and Ginger Clarke-Walden, of Coolidge
Street, said they also wanted the option
of choosing which intermediate school

their children would attend, and that
they felt discriminated against.

“You’re tearing this neighborhood
apart,” Ms. Fineberg said.

Ms. Dobosiewicz, the most vocif-
erous of the group, said, “I want to
decide to which school my child will
go; the decision is mine. I am the
taxpayer, not my child, not you. Why
did you allow seven families to make
that decision?” she asked.

Board President Rich Mattessich
said, “A population study one year
ago recommended the current fourth-
grade class go to Roosevelt [Interme-
diate School]. Now the current fifth-
grade class will go to Edison [Inter-
mediate School] or Roosevelt.”

“I feel it was all done secretly,” Ms.

Dobosiewicz said. “Twenty families
are being discriminated against.”

Ms. Clark-Walden said, “These
families are my best friends. It’s not
about the school; it’s about fairness,
to change the plan at the 11th hour. I
don’t get a choice because I have a
small family? It’s not good to be
small in Westfield, I guess,” she said.
“You have a policy, a five-year plan.
It should all be fair.”

Board member Lucy Biegler, a
member of the BOE’s long-range
planning committee, said, “We looked
at every number at Roosevelt. I
thought, if you have two children
going to two separate middle schools,
I think that’s hard.”

Mr. Mattessich responded, “For the
people who are impacted, again, this
was not a decision we made lightly.
I’m telling you it was a tough thing to
do. A few things have happened in
the past five years. We know. We have
the data. We have three board mem-
bers in the Washington district.”

Board member Ann Cary said, “We
are trying to respond to what people
are asking us to do.”

Ms. Feinberg asked, “Is this (the
plan) even open for reconsideration?”

Ginny Leiz, also a member of the
long-range planning committee, re-
sponded, “If the board wants the com-
mittee to look at it, we can.”

“Please do not split the kids. Is it a
social reason? I want an answer. Are
you going to think long and hard?”
Ms. Feinberg asked.

Ms. Biegler said, “You really don’t
care about the other families, do you?”

Mr. Mattessich said, “We took the
request, we’ll consider it.”

Following the meeting, Ms. Leiz
said, “No board wants to redistrict
children. This was the only viable
plan to ease the overcrowding at
Roosevelt. The plan ends with the
2013-2014 school year.”

The next regular meeting of the
board of education will be Tuesday,
April 9, at 7:30 p.m., at the BOE’s
administration building at 302 Elm
Street.

Photo courtesy of Derek J. Garrett
SEA OF RUNNERS...Area runners hit the streets on Saturday during the annual 5K Race and fundraiser to benefit St.
Bartholomew’s Academy in Scotch Plains.
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Ethics Expert to Probe Alleged
Conflict of Interest in Cranford

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee on Tuesday ap-
pointed an expert in legal ethics to look
into whether there are any conflicts of
interest in having the former township
attorney and his law firm represent the
township in two significant housing
development matters while the firm’s
ties to the developers are being ques-
tioned.

Professor Michael Ambrosio, who
teaches legal ethics at Seton Hall Uni-
versity School of Law and was de-
scribed by Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy as a “premier ethics expert,”
will examine whether the Florio,
Perrucci law firm and one of its attor-
neys, former township attorney Phil

Morin, had a conflict of interest in
representing Cranford in builders’ rem-
edy litigation and site plan hearings for
the housing developments at 555 South
Avenue and on Birchwood Avenue.

Both developments have been, and
continue to be, the source of local
controversy. Several residents, backed
by a group they formed called Con-

cerned Citizens of Cranford, have
claimed that Michael Perrucci, the law
firm’s managing partner, is also a prin-
cipal with Woodmont Properties, a cli-
ent of the firm and the developer of the
555 South Avenue site. The group of
residents is claiming that Mr. Morin, as
township attorney last year, represented
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HAPPY EASTER…The Lions Club of Westfield will present their 78th annual
Easter Egg Hunt this Saturday, March 30, at 1 p.m. sharp at Mindowaskin Park
in Westfield for children up to age 7. Families are asked to assemble in the park
by 12:45 p.m. The Easter Bunny, also known as Scott Zellner, and a young friend
are pictured at last year’s event. See story on page 7.

thority will host its first official
tour of the facilities to students in
RVSA member towns.

After a slide presentation of the
proposed public relations and edu-
cation campaign, James Meehan
emphasized the more tactile ap-
proach to better communication,
which he advocates wholeheartedly.

“There is much positive commu-
nication and education to be done
for the public. And that the best
way to do so is to have the public
see what you are doing,” Mr.
Meehan said. “We’re very excited
to have the chance to better relate to
the public.”

Mr. Meehan stated in the regular
meeting that the first tour class
would include about 30 kids from
Kenilworth and about 160 students
from Clark the week after.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RVSA

ing from the state’s Casino Revenue
Fund (CRF) which finances the
county’s Paratransit system. The So-
cial Services budget is up another $1.3
million.

According to the 2012 Union County
Executive Budget, Paratransit funding
had been cut $276,000 over the previ-
ous three years, in addition to a cut of
$300,000 in reimbursement to the
county for Medicaid paid transporta-
tion.

According to its 2011 annual report,
the CRF dropped from $496.6 million
to $363.9 million between Fiscal Year
2008 and Fiscal Year 2011. Eight-and-
a-half percent of the CRF goes to NJ
Transit, which, in turn, gives grants to
counties based on a set formula.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
her budget is up $379,000, most of
which, $276,000, is in the election di-
vision. She said costs have risen since
school-board candidates were added to
the November General Election, thus
increasing printing costs for ballots.

In addition, she said, proposed legis-
lation (S-2364/A-3553), which would
permit voters to cast ballots in person at
designated polling locations as early as
15 days prior to an election, is now on
Governor Chris Christie’s desk for con-
sideration. She said this would hike her
overtime budget. She said the clerk’s
office budget, however, is likely to pro-
duce a $2-million increase in revenue
to $8 million in total as real estate
recordings are jumping. However, she
told the freeholders that she might need
to hire a second deputy county clerk,
“if the volume (of recordings) goes up
significantly.”

While a number of department bud-
gets are projecting increases, Runnells
Specialized Hospital is showing a $4-
million drop in salaries and over
$500,000 in overtime per its $35-mil-
lion-plus budget proposal. Fringe ben-
efits also are projected to drop several
million dollars.

“When you add to the factor of $4.5
million in salaries, savings and
overtime…you are talking about over
$7 million (in budget reductions) from
2012,” Runnells Director of Finance
Michael Drummond said, noting that
Runnells has contracted out services in

three of its departments. Mr. Drummond
said Runnells’ staff has been reduced
from 540 to 408. He said the county is
owed over $1.1 million from Middlesex
County for patients served by Runnells.

A recent report commissioned by
the county has recommended the
county either lease or sell Runnells,
which has been subsidized by the county
to the tune of $17 million, a number
that is expected to grow as per-bed
Medicaid rates for Runnells’ 300-bed
long-term-care unit plummet in the
next year.

Mr. Drummond said the hospital
currently has 250 patients in long-term
care, but he hopes to increase that num-
ber to 280.

“Thirty additional patients on an
annual basis brings in about three-and-
a-half to four million dollars in rev-
enues,” Mr. Drummond said.

Runnells Administrator Joan
Wheeler said the hospital recently
signed a contract with the Summit
Medical Group for sending patients to
Runnells’ subacute unit.

One of the hospital’s initiatives is to
open some 25 beds for orthopedic re-
habilitation for younger patients, which
Ms. Wheeler said the medical group
was “very interested” in. Another 25
beds would be converted for use as a
geriatric unit.

The Department of Corrections’ over-
all budget of $42.4 million is down
$433,000, despite the fact that salaries
are up $500,000. Brian Riordan, direc-
tor of corrections, said his goal is to
reduce his overtime budget by almost
$400,000 to $5.8 million. He expects to
accomplish this by promoting seven
officers to sergeant and by hiring 20
additional correction officers. A 17-
percent reduction in prisoners has led
to a drop of $500,000 in meals and
medical costs.

He said additional revenue could be
realized through his goal of the instal-
lation of a video visitation system for
prisoners. Families would be charged a
fee for going online at their homes. Mr.
Riordan said he would like to “lever-
age” the installation costs for the moni-
tors over a number of years against the
commissions of the jail’s inmate phone
contract.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Budget Hearing

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
WELCOME ABOARD...Steven Blaufeder is sworn in on Tuesday night by
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21Westfield) as a member of the Garwood
Borough Council as his wife, Cheryl Niedermaier, holds the Bible. Mr. Blaufeder
filled the seat vacated by the resignation of Victor DeFilippo.

the municipality at a hearing where his
boss was the developer.

At the township committee’s meet-
ing on Tuesday, Mr. McCarthy asked
anyone with any documentation that
may assist Prof. Ambrosio’s efforts
to provide them to the township
clerk’s office. Mayor Thomas
Hannen said the appointment was
made because the committee be-
lieves that “there’s something there”
that needs to be looked into by an
outside expert. Prof. Ambrosio will
be paid up to $5,000 for his work.

Rita LaBrutto, one of the resi-
dents who has voiced concerns about
the conflict of interest, said she hopes
the committee will put the Florio,
Perrucci firm “aside” until the in-
vestigation is completed. But com-
missioner Lisa Adubato called the
allegations against the law firm and
Mr. Morin “unsubstantiated” and
said she backed Prof. Ambrosio’s
appointment because of the
committee’s “obligation to be re-
sponsive to citizens.” Mr. McCarthy
cautioned that Prof. Ambrosio’s ef-
forts would not include subpoenas
or depositions.

“He’s not playing sleuth,” Mr.
McCarthy said, clarifying that the
academic would be conducting a
“review of the facts” before making
recommendations to the township
committee.

In other business, the committee
introduced the 2013 municipal bud-
get, which calls for expenditures of
$34.2 million and a 1.69 percent
increase in the municipal portion of
property taxes, or about $39 per
household. Commissioner Andis
Kalnins, the finance commissioner,
said the governing body would look
into further savings between now
and the public hearing on Tuesday,
April 23.

Appropriations this year, he said,
are 0.69 percent higher than in 2012,
the result of several one-time ex-
penditures last year that were re-
lated to Hurricane Irene in August
2011. He said most department bud-
get increases were kept to near zero
this year. The primary increases were
a 4.4-percent hike in insurance ex-
penses, a 5.7-percent hike in utility
costs and a 13-percent rise in debt
service. Mr. Kalnins said the town-
ship would look to refinancing some
of its debt in an effort to lower that
expense.

At the start of the meeting, the
committee gave final approval to an
ordinance setting out the procedures
for identifying and establishing his-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Council

Law Enforcement Takes
Part in Autism Training

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Union
County Prosecutor’s Office
(UCPO), on Monday, sponsored the
first statewide Autism and Law
Enforcement Training Program for
police officers, criminal justice pro-
fessionals and other first respond-
ers. The all-day program attracted
300 officers from New Jersey and
beyond. State government officials,
including as Attorney General
Jeffery Chiesa and state Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield), both addressed the
crowd.

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow opened the
session by citing the alarming sta-
tistic that one out of every 49 chil-
dren born in Union County is autis-
tic or has a condition, which is part
of the Autistic Spectrum. Mr.
Romankow said it is inevitable that
the role of law enforcement’s inter-
action with autistic people will be
rising.

The prosecutor then introduced
Doreen Yannik, the Union County
assistant prosecutor in charge of
the Special Offender’s Unit in the
UCPO, which deals with persons
with developmental disabilities. He
said Ms. Yannik came to him urging
him to address the problem of deal-
ing with this part of the community.

Mr. Romankow then introduced
Asm. Bramnick. Mr. Brammick
praised Mr. Romankow by saying,
“Ted has a history of diverse expe-
rience. This training will broaden
the approach of law enforcement in
our community.” He also said, “My
hat’s off to Doreen Yannik. Today,
we’re going to learn about the work
you’ve done.”

Mr. Romankow also introduced
Janet Parmelee, superintendent of
schools for the Morris-Union Join-
ture Commission, which educates
students with Autism Spectrum Dis-
order at two schools, one in Warren
and the other in Berkeley Heights.
Ms. Parmelee addressed the group
and said, “Thank you for learning
about our kids. Our parents now
carry cards to identify their child as
being autistic.” She also said the
parents’ most significant worry is
“after the school years and the be-
havioral follow-up.”

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich addressed the crowd and
said, “From our side, the cop’s side,
how do you do the right thing?”
“Many of these kids can’t commu-
nicate,” he added. He then showed
the group what looked like a plastic
wristwatch or bracelet, which is a
tracking device used to locate a
person with autism who has wan-
dered away from home. The brace-
let is called Project Lifesaver and
the person wearing is registered with
the county. Project Life Saver can
also be used by someone with
Alzheimer’s disease, Downs Syn-
drome, or dementia. For more in-
formation call: (908) 273-1608.

Mr. Chiesa also addressed the
crowd and acknowledged the need
for the training in light of the recent
findings of the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) on the rise in autis-
tic births in New Jersey in recent
years.

The instructor for Autism and
Law Enforcement, David Debbaudt,
of Florida, a former police officer,
author and lecturer and father of an
autistic son, has taught this pro-

gram to the New York City Police
Department and many other police
departments across the United
States. Almost everyone in the
crowd acknowledged knowing
someone with autism.

Mr. Debbaudt’s program’s focus
is about Autism recognition and
law enforcement’s response to it.
The training is designed to give
practical approaches and under-
standing when interacting with per-
sons with Autism Spectrum Disor-
der (ASD.) The object is to teach
the participants how to manage
communication with a person, who
may be non-verbal, and to avoid
confusion.

Mr. Debbaudt identified some of
the behaviors associated with au-
tism, which would help an officer
responding in the field better ap-
praise the individual when their be-
havior appears inappropriate to the
situation at hand. He alerted the
participants that some of that be-
havior would challenge their train-
ing and instincts. He emphasized
the need to be calm, talk softly and
to keep directives to the individual
simple.

Mr. Debbauldt outlined a wide
arrange of behavior practiced by
people with ASD and suggested tac-
tics to de-escalate dangerous or im-
pulsive actions. The most impor-
tant advice the instructor gave to
the participants is to be patient,
which may be difficult when re-
sponding to a field situation where
time is of the essence and public
safety is at risk.

Videos were used to illustrate pos-
sible scenarios of a police officer
interacting with an autistic person
who may be a victim, a witness or
just a lost individual. A video, which
was shown, involved a prosecutor
interviewing a victim of sexual
abuse. The details of the crime were
brought out on the tape by a deft
handling of the autistic victim by
the patient interviewer. Mr.
Debbaudt told the participants that
autistic persons rarely lie.

He concluded by urging every-
one present to get to know families
with autistic children and to visit
schools and organizations support-
ing those with ASD to gain an even
better understanding of that com-
munity.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
VOLUNTEER OF THE
YEAR…Mady Cannone receives the
Volunteer of the Year award from
Frank Caregher at the Arc of Union
County’s Annual Candlelight Ball at
L’Affaire in Mountainside on Satur-
day night.

toric districts and encouraging the
preservation of landmarks within
Cranford. Calling the ordinance
“long in the making,” Deputy Mayor
Edward O’Malley said recognizing
Cranford’s historic assets was “es-
sential” to the town’s character and
identity. He said the designation of a
historic district can boost property
values by as much as 3 percent and
would also enable owners of historic
homes to become eligible for grants.
Mr. O’Malley emphasized that the
ordinance would not “abridge any
personal property rights.”

During the public hearing,
Maureen Strazdon of the Cranford
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board said the group “strongly sup-
ports” the ordinance. Several other
members also spoke in support and
when the committee completed its
5-to-0 vote to enact the ordinance,
applause broke out in the audience.

The committee also gave final ap-
proval to a $69,000 bond ordinance
to acquire new computers for the
municipal administrative offices in
an effort to provide better customer
service to residents.

Joseph Hartnett, who has been
serving as interim township admin-
istrator for the past several months,
was named to the post permanently
on Tuesday. James Wozniak was pro-
moted to the rank of captain in the
police department.

Johnson High School in Clark and
special-education students sent out-
side of the district ($91,000) and
employee benefits ($55,000).

One out-of-district special-educa-
tion student can cost more than
$100,000 in tuition, Ms. Quigley said.

The board estimates an increase in
enrollment of one student at the grade-
school level to 390, which includes
318 regular and 72 special-education
students.

The cost per pupil remained rela-
tively the same at $11,125, which
includes instruction, salary and ben-
efits and supplies. Garwood pays
Clark a yearly fee of $2,080,000.

The Garwood Board of Education
budget includes a $510,000 repay-
ment of debt – $20,000 less than last
year. The savings comes after the
bonds were refinanced.

In her presentation, School Busi-
ness Administrator Janine Murray
emphasized that the board wants to
maintain optimal class size – an aver-
age of 20 to 22 students – and update
the curriculum while keeping activi-
ties such as art, music, field trips,
middle-school athletics and the
eighth-grade play.

She noted that there were several
budget efficiencies: creating pro-
grams to keep special-education stu-
dents in district, sharing services with
the borough and increasing premi-
ums for health care.

Ms. Quigley said she is looking
into additional sources of revenue,
such as advertising on the school bus.
She said she would love to buy all of
the middle-school students Google
Chrome tablets.

“Your textbooks can go on the tab-
lets, your writing, everything,” she
said. “In two years, all of our state
tests will be on the computer, and
that’s a different skill – reading a
booklet and answering questions is a
different skill than sitting at a com-
puter and dragging a ruler to measure
something.”

School board members Christine
Guerriero and Aaron Watkins were
absent from the meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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IRISH FOR THE DAY…A festive hat
completed the outfit of a gentleman
attending a fundraiser for youth sports
hosted by Oh’Brian’s Pourhouse in
Fanwood on Saturday.

Blaufeder Joins GW Council;
Nonconformity App. Fee Cut

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former Borough
Council candidate Steve Blaufeder, a
small business owner, took his seat
on the dais for the first time Tuesday
night, joining Jim Mathieu as a sec-
ond Republican on the six-member
panel.

State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) issued the oath of
office.

“I was always good at being a bridge
between people who argue,” Mr.
Blaufeder said. “Maybe I can be
someone who helps get people to-
gether.”

Mr. Blaufeder was appointed by
the council at its March 12 meeting to
fill the seat left vacant by Victor
DeFilippo. He was one of three nomi-
nees submitted by the Garwood Re-
publican Committee.

Mr. DeFilippo resigned last month
citing a vague reference to his job.
His term was set to expire December
31.

Mr. Blaufeder said he was inspired
to run for the council in 2011 due to
“lifestyle changes”; he purchased a
home in the borough with his wife
and he saw tax issues become “criti-
cal,” sparking them to become active.

During his campaign, he said the
issues that clearly were paramount
among residents were taxes and bulk
garbage pickup.

“This opportunity came up and I
was thrilled that the council put their
support in me,” he said.

Mr. Blaufeder, owner of TT Cycles,
a motorcycle import/export business
in Berkeley Heights, has lived in
Garwood for almost 12 years; his
wife is a lifelong resident. He said
“more than likely” he would try to
leverage his incumbency into a full
term.

Despite being a self-described con-
servative, he praised Council Presi-
dent and Finance Committee Chair-
woman Sara Todisco, a Democrat,
for paring the budget to minimize tax
increases.

“Does it have a ways to go? As a
conservative I would say ‘of course,’”
Mr. Blaufeder said. “But you have to
be realistic. You can’t be looking to
give no increases. It costs money to
run the town. I’m all for spending
money on the infrastructure of the
town, but tightening the belt when it
comes to anything else.”

In other business, Mr. Mathieu,
citing The Westfield Leader, raised
the point that property taxes in
Westfield are increasing $90 per
$100,000 of assessed property value
compared to Garwood’s $95. He
noted that the median household in-
come in Westfield is $127,000 com-
pared to Garwood’s $75,000.

“There’s a lot of things I want to
beat Westfield in,” he said. “I do not

want to beat them in tax increase.”
He suggested the Finance Com-

mittee make budget cuts and talk to
other municipalities about what they
are doing to keep their taxes low.

Ms. Todisco responded that it takes
$18,768 in the borough tax levy to
increase municipal taxes $10 while
in Westfield it takes an extra $256,000.

Council members voted to reduce
the application fee for a certificate of
nonconformity from $400 to $200.

The council also abolished the rec-
reation committee over the objection
of Mr. Mathieu. The Democratic
majority approved a resolution to
amend the by-laws to eliminate the
panel based on Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi’s suggestion that it du-
plicated the work of the independent
recreation commission and was su-
perfluous.

Mr. Mathieu accused the council
of failing to abide by the by-laws by
not insisting on a full recreation com-
mittee, and then again for eliminat-
ing it without due process. He and
Mr. Blaufeder were the only no votes
in a 4-2 decision.

Ms. Todisco announced the next
meeting of the council on Tuesday,
April 9 would include a public hear-
ing on the municipal budget.

The council approved an increase
in the rate charged to industrial prop-
erty owners for sewerage, a cost set
by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority. The increase to $2,781 per
million gallons passed by a 4-1 vote
with Mr. Blaufeder abstaining and
Mr. Mathieu saying his no vote was a
protest to the council for not investi-
gating means to lower the cost.
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Photo courtesy of Derek J. Garrett
SEA OF RUNNERS...Area runners hit the streets on Saturday during the annual 5K Race and fundraiser to benefit St.
Bartholomew’s Academy in Scotch Plains.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
FUN TIME…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and her sons welcome the crowd at
a fundraiser to benefit youth sports, hosted by Oh’Brian’s Pourhouse on
Saturday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Oh’Brian’s co-owner Brian Costello,
Freeholder Al Mirabella, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Mayor Mahr and
Oh’Brian’s co-owner Brian Walter.

NEW ROTARY MEMBER...Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover, center, was
inducted into the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains on March 20 at the
Stage House Inn. Club President Michael Dietrich, right, presents a plaque to
Mayor Glover as Membership Chairman Wayne Zuhl looks on.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
HEROIC EFFORTS...Scotch Plains and Fanwood firefighters were honored
with the Knights of Columbus Shield Awards, presented this year at the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic Church on March 21, for their heroic efforts
at a fatal house fire last year that claimed the life of a mother and her son.

Beckerman to Face Jones In
Special Election for SP Council

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
Councilman Louis Beckerman will
face Republican newcomer
Llewellyn Jones in
November’s special elec-
tion to fill the remaining
year of an unexpired four-
year term on the township
council.

Mr. Beckerman was ap-
pointed in January to fill
the vacancy created when
Mayor Kevin Glover re-
signed his council seat to
assume the mayoralty that
he won last November. Mr. Glover’s
four-year council term was from Janu-
ary 2011 through December 2014, so
the winner of this November’s elec-
tion will occupy the seat until another
election next year for a fresh four-
year term.

Saying “there is much more work
to do,” Mr. Beckerman, a former
township Democratic Party chairman
and the president of an in-

surance agency,
said he wants to
continue to
work on the po-
lice department
merger with
Fanwood, “so
that our resi-
dents can begin
to see savings on
their property-
tax bill.” He also
called for “new and inno-

vative ideas” to attract businesses and
shoppers to the downtown business

district and said he favors providing
“new and meaningful programs for
our senior population.”

Mr. Jones, a former
member of the township
zoning board of adjust-
ment, is the co-founder of
Qtrade Capital Partners in
Westfield. He said he
hopes to “use my business
skills to efficiently man-
age our shared resources”
and promised to be “open-
minded, accessible and
attentive” to residents’
concerns.

Democrats currently control the
governing body by a 4-to-1 margin

SP-F BOE OKs $86.1 Mil. Budget;
School Tax Increasing $1.6 Mil.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) last Thursday unanimously
passed the 2013-2014 school budget
of $86.1 million after a public hear-
ing.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
said the total local tax levy is
$77,991,986 for the 2013-2014 bud-
get, representing a $1.6-million in-
crease over the 2012-2013 budget.
This number includes the $1,678,758
in debt service for the district. Mr.
Whitehouse stated that this would be

a 2.11-percent tax increase for
Fanwood residents and 1.47-percent
tax increase for Scotch Plains resi-
dents, which “does fall within the 2
percent cap imposed by the state.”

It was noted that the tax impact per
an average Scotch Plains assessed
home of $121,000 would be $8.89 a
month and $11.02 a month for an
average Fanwood home of $84,600.
A total of $60.7 million in school
taxes will be raised in Scotch Plains,
with $17.3 million coming from
Fanwood.

State aid was reported to have in-
creased by $31,982 from last year’s

figure of $2,643,920, bringing the
net total to $2,675,902.

Mr. Whitehouse said since 2008
the district’s overall student popula-
tion has increased by 99 additional
students. According to the district
numbers, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools taught 5,601 students in 2012.
He also said the upcoming budget did
support summer work for creating
and revising assessments, textbook
updates for AP Calculus, Statistics
and Biology, an updated middle-
school math program and an updated
elementary social studies program.
He said the budget includes replac-
ing exterior doors and lock mecha-
nisms as needed throughout the dis-
trict to increase security.

Also, it was noted that there were
4.5 additional school staffing posi-
tions in the budget. These additions
include: a full-day middle-school
teacher, a half-day preschool teacher
and a high-school guidance counse-
lor, English teacher and self-con-
tained special-education teacher.

Employee medical benefits are up
by 11 percent, dental premiums are
rising by 8 percent, and the cost of the
employee prescription plan is increas-
ing by 25 percent. Utility appropria-
tions are up 6 percent.

Mr. Whitehouse said capital im-
provements in the budget include
eight Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) units at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, asbes-
tos removal at McGinn and Brunner
Elementary Schools and bathroom
upgrades for Park and Terrill Middle
Schools and the high school. He also
said the asbestos removal would be
part of general upgrades to schools.

“As tiles are being upgraded it is
cost effective to remove old materials
that contain asbestos,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. Mr. Whitehouse
said there was $1.5 million in capital
reserve for projects such as these.

It also was noted that since the
February 2012 resolution to change
the election date of board of educa-
tion members to November, a public
vote on the budget is not needed if the
budget remains within the 2-percent
cap. That resolution is in effect until

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Lou Beckerman Llewellyn Jones

Keystone Agrees to Mediation
To Settle RVSA Suit

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — In the latest meeting
conducted last week by the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA),
RVSA’s counsel announced that
Keyspan Corporation had agreed to
participate in mediations, which are
to be held on May 14 and June 4, to
settle litigation concerning construc-
tion of RVSA’s cogeneration facility.

RVSA’s lead litigation counsel,
Brian Hak of Weiner Lesniak, said,
“On the cogeneration
litigation...CAT/Foley had made a
claim for $4 million on the basis that,
that was the money they incurred to
do the repair work back in 2007 when
the engines exploded (on the cogen-
eration facility).”

However, “The arbitrators just ren-
dered the award the other day, deny-
ing that claim, in favor of the Author-
ity (RVSA) and PS&S (RVSA’s lead
feasibility engineer),” Mr. Hak said.

The genesis for the cogeneration
facility started in the early 2000s. It

was from the beginning to become
the cornerstone of “methane burn-
ing” cogeneration plants, affording
the member cities in volume waste
processing and power output effi-
ciencies. However, due to unfore-
seen issues, the subsequent explo-
sions of the engines caused the mas-
sive halt on the costly project – tail
spinning quickly into a legal entangle-
ment.

On November 23, 2011 Caterpil-
lar, Inc. & Foley Power Systems
(CAT/Foley) filed a cross claim
against the RVSA and PS&S, in which
they alleged, “The explosions that
occurred in 2007 was due to the de-
sign of the (cogeneration) facility,
rather than the defects from the en-
gines.”

“On our arbitration, we’re set to go
to mediation in mid May and early
June. I’m happy to report that one of
the significant parties we sued
(Keyspan) has agreed to participate
in the mediation,” Mr. Hak said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Jail Director, Prosecutor
Seek Budget Hikes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders’ Fis-
cal Affairs Committee began delib-
erations last Thursday with depart-
ment heads per a proposed budget
of around $500 million, with $321
million to be raised in taxes.

As the board looks for ways to
chop a $19-million tax hike this
year, board members heard pro-
posed increases of $480,329 for the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
(UCPO), a total of $454,000 of
which would be used to fill seven
vacant senior officer positions that
were not filled in 2012.

County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said his office has tried
to operate with fewer employees
“over the course of many years,”
saying his office has saved “a con-
siderable amount of money” by not
filling vacancies through resigna-
tion or retirement. The office em-
ploys a staff of between 230 and
250. The prosecutor said his assis-
tant prosecutors have not had a raise
in five years, asking the board to
consider an increase for them this
year.

Under questioning from Free-
holder Angel Estrada about the need
for more UCPO staff,  Mr.
Romankow said, “I am well below
what I was two years ago…I am
down 10 people right now. And I
am interviewing [for] the detec-
tives. They’re my primary focus at
this point in time.”

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
the prosecutor saved $940,000 last
year by not filling vacancies in his
office. She said the prosecutor was
willing to fill those positions at
around a half million dollars in 2013
and 2014.

Also, a $449,200 hike is sought
by the Department of Human Ser-
vices, which, among other things,
is needed to make up for reduced
revenues coming from the state’s
Casino Revenue Fund (CRF) which
finances the county’s Paratransit
system. The Social Services budget
is up another $1.3 million.

According to the 2012 Union
County Executive Budget,
Paratransit funding had been cut
$276,000 over the previous three
years, in addition to a cut of
$300,000 in reimbursement to the
county for Medicaid paid transpor-
tation.

According to its 2011 annual re-
port, the CRF dropped from $496.6
million to $363.9 million between
Fiscal Year 2008 and Fiscal Year
2011. Eight-and-a-half percent of
the CRF goes to NJ Transit, which,
in turn, gives grants to counties
based on a set formula.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
her budget is up $379,000, most of
which, $276,000, is in the election
division. She said costs have risen
since school-board candidates were
added to the November General
Election, thus increasing printing
costs for ballots.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Law Enforcement Takes
Part in Autism Training

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO), on Mon-
day, sponsored the first statewide Au-
tism and Law Enforcement Training
Program for police officers, criminal
justice professionals and other first re-
sponders. The all-day program attracted
300 officers from New Jersey and be-
yond. State government officials, in-
cluding as Attorney General Jeffery

Chiesa and state Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield),
both addressed the crowd.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow opened the session by cit-
ing the alarming statistic that one out of
every 49 children born in Union County
is autistic or has a condition, which is
part of the Autistic Spectrum. Mr.
Romankow said it is inevitable that the
role of law enforcement’s interaction

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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AND THEY’RE OFF…Youngsters participate in one of several “fun runs” for
young children held before the main 5K Race and fundraiser at St. Bartholomew’s
Academy on Saturday.Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BACK IN TIME…Liberty Hall Museum’s elegant Downton Abbey-themed
brunch, “Dames, Dainties and Doilies,” is a hit for fans of the TV series who are
led by guide Katherine Commarato, right. The March 16 event saw these
enthusiastic Downton Abbey fans attired in Edwardian-era clothes as well as
“fascinators” as they pose in front of Lucy Kean’s carriage after the brunch. The
group of 40 guests was broken into four smaller groups for the tour of the Kean
home for the “Ring for Service: The Role of Servants in a Country House”
presentation.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SLEIGHT OF HAND…Magician Ryan Scott, right, performs illusions at The
Arc of Union County’s Annual Candlelight Ball held at L’Affaire in Mountainside
on Saturday night.

November 2015.
In other business, the board ap-

proved a motion to allow a $300,000
transfer from the capital reserve ac-
count for the purchase of a Terrill
Road property to the right of Terrill
Middle School. It also was reported
that $10,000 will be used for the
required fees for the purchase of the
property, with the balance to be used
for removal of a home on the site. It
also was noted that any excess would
then be returned to the capital re-
serve account.

BOE members approved the pur-
chase of the property in a 6-1 vote
last month.

The next BOE meeting will be
held on Thursday, April 18, at 7:30
p.m. in the BOE administration of-
fices at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Candidates
and are assured of maintaining party
control through the 2014 election
when three council seats – Mr.
Beckerman’s along with fellow
Democrat Michael Marcus and Re-
publican William Vastine – will be up
for grabs. Mr. Beckerman and Mr.
Jones still need to be formally chosen
by their party’s voters in the June 4
Primary Election, although their se-
lections are likely to be nothing more
than formalities.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP BOE

As for the NJDEP (New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection) versus Occidental case, dur-
ing a closed session the RVSA com-
missioners discussed the latest out-
of-court settlement proposal given
by the NJDEP. Recently, the NJDEP
approached all third-party defen-
dants, including RVSA, with efforts
to settle. RVSA had until March 23 to
take action on the latest settlement
proposal.

Also, during the regular meeting,
outgoing former RVSA chairman,
Stephen Eisenberg of Springfield, was
sent off with congratulatory notes
from the other member commission-
ers. He had served with the RVSA
from December 2010 to February
2013, in various positions, including
the finance, legal and sludge man-
agement committees.

“I want to thank (RVSA Chairman
Rene Dierkes) for inviting me…to
receive this certificate,” Mr. Eisenberg
said. “Recently at a public meeting,
the mayor of Springfield (David
Amlen) said that I was ineffective on
behalf of my community, but I hope
this is not the general perception on
the commissioners and staff of
(RVSA), who knows something about
the operations” and about his contri-
butions.

“Being a commissioner had been
an extraordinary opportunity; I stand
(even in retirement) ready for any
assistance (if ever needed),” Mr.
Eisenberg said.

And in a continued effort by the
RVSA to boost continued positive
public relations communication, the
Authority will host its first official
tour of the facilities to students in
RVSA member towns.

After a slide presentation of the
proposed public relations and educa-
tion campaign, James Meehan em-
phasized the more tactile approach to
better communication, which he ad-
vocates wholeheartedly.

“There is much positive communi-
cation and education to be done for
the public. And that the best way to
do so is to have the public see what
you are doing,” Mr. Meehan said.
“We’re very excited to have the chance
to better relate to the public.”

Mr. Meehan stated in the regular
meeting that the first tour class would
include about 30 kids from
Kenilworth and about 160 students
from Clark the week after.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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In addition, she said, proposed
legislation (S-2364/A-3553), which
would permit voters to cast ballots
in person at designated polling lo-
cations as early as 15 days prior to
an election, is now on Governor
Chris Christie’s desk for consider-
ation. She said this would hike her
overtime budget. She said the clerk’s
office budget, however, is likely to
produce a $2-million increase in
revenue to $8 million in total as real
estate recordings are jumping. How-
ever, she told the freeholders that
she might need to hire a second
deputy county clerk, “if the volume
(of recordings) goes up signifi-
cantly.”

While a number of department
budgets are projecting increases,
Runnells Specialized Hospital is
showing a $4-million drop in sala-
ries and over $500,000 in overtime
per its $35-million-plus budget pro-
posal. Fringe benefits also are pro-
jected to drop several million dollars.

“When you add to the factor of
$4.5 million in salaries, savings and
overtime…you are talking about
over $7 million (in budget reduc-
tions) from 2012,” Runnells Direc-
tor of Finance Michael Drummond
said, noting that Runnells has con-
tracted out services in three of its
departments. Mr. Drummond said
Runnells’ staff has been reduced
from 540 to 408. He said the county
is owed over $1.1 million from
Middlesex County for patients
served by Runnells.

A recent report commissioned by
the county has recommended the
county either lease or sell Runnells,
which has been subsidized by the
county to the tune of $17 million, a
number that is expected to grow as
per-bed Medicaid rates for

Runnells’ 300-bed long-term-care
unit plummet in the next year.

Mr. Drummond said the hospital
currently has 250 patients in long-
term care, but he hopes to increase
that number to 280.

“Thirty additional patients on an
annual basis brings in about three-
and-a-half to four million dollars in
revenues,” Mr. Drummond said.

Runnells Administrator Joan
Wheeler said the hospital recently
signed a contract with the Summit
Medical Group for sending patients
to Runnells’ subacute unit.

One of the hospital’s initiatives is
to open some 25 beds for orthope-
dic rehabilitation for younger pa-
tients, which Ms. Wheeler said the
medical group was “very interested”
in. Another 25 beds would be con-
verted for use as a geriatric unit.

The Department of Corrections’
overall budget of $42.4 million is
down $433,000, despite the fact that
salaries are up $500,000. Brian
Riordan, director of corrections,
said his goal is to reduce his over-
time budget by almost $400,000 to
$5.8 million. He expects to accom-
plish this by promoting seven offic-
ers to sergeant and by hiring 20
additional correction officers. A 17-
percent reduction in prisoners has
led to a drop of $500,000 in meals
and medical costs.

He said additional revenue could
be realized through his goal of the
installation of a video visitation sys-
tem for prisoners. Families would
be charged a fee for going online at
their homes. Mr. Riordan said he
would like to “leverage” the instal-
lation costs for the monitors over a
number of years against the com-
missions of the jail’s inmate phone
contract.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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WF BOE Redistricting Plan
Opposed By Harding Parents

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A group of
Harding Street residents have ob-
jected to a redistricting option by
the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE), which has been given to
seven out of 27 families of Wash-
ington Elementary School students
whose children would be going to
two different middle schools. The
seven families were given the op-
tion for siblings to stay together in
either Roosevelt or Edison Inter-
mediate Schools.

Lori Fineberg and Diana
Dobosiewicz, both of Harding
Street, and Ginger Clarke-Walden,
of Coolidge Street, said they also
wanted the option of choosing
which intermediate school their
children would attend, and that they
felt discriminated against.

“You’re tearing this neighbor-
hood apart,” Ms. Fineberg said.

Ms. Dobosiewicz, the most vo-
ciferous of the group, said, “I want
to decide to which school my child
will go; the decision is mine. I am
the taxpayer, not my child, not
you. Why did you allow seven
families to make that decision?”
she asked.

Board President Rich Mattessich
said, “A population study one year
ago recommended the current
fourth-grade class go to Roosevelt
[Intermediate School]. Now the cur-
rent fifth-grade class will go to
Edison [Intermediate School] or
Roosevelt.”

“I feel it was all done secretly,”
Ms. Dobosiewicz said. “Twenty
families are being discriminated
against.”

Ms. Clark-Walden said, “These
families are my best friends. It’s
not about the school; it’s about fair-
ness, to change the plan at the 11th
hour. I don’t get a choice because I

have a small family? It’s not good
to be small in Westfield, I guess,”
she said. “You have a policy, a five-
year plan. It should all be fair.”

Board member Lucy Biegler, a
member of the BOE’s long-range
planning committee, said, “We
looked at every number at
Roosevelt. I thought, if you have
two children going to two separate
middle schools, I think that’s hard.”

Mr. Mattessich responded, “For
the people who are impacted, again,
this was not a decision we made
lightly. I’m telling you it was a
tough thing to do. A few things
have happened in the past five years.
We know. We have the data. We
have three board members in the
Washington district.”

Board member Ann Cary said,
“We are trying to respond to what
people are asking us to do.”

Ms. Feinberg asked, “Is this (the
plan) even open for reconsidera-
tion?”

Ginny Leiz, also a member of the
long-range planning committee, re-
sponded, “If the board wants the
committee to look at it, we can.”

“Please do not split the kids. Is it
a social reason? I want an answer.
Are you going to think long and
hard?” Ms. Feinberg asked.

Ms. Biegler said, “You really
don’t care about the other families,
do you?”

Mr. Mattessich said, “We took
the request, we’ll consider it.”

Following the meeting, Ms. Leiz
said, “No board wants to redistrict
children. This was the only viable
plan to ease the overcrowding at
Roosevelt. The plan ends with the
2013-2014 school year.”

The next regular meeting of the
board of education will be Tuesday,
April 9, at 7:30 p.m., at the BOE’s
administration building at 302 Elm
Street.

with autistic people will be rising.
The prosecutor then introduced

Doreen Yannik, the Union County as-
sistant prosecutor in charge of the Spe-
cial Offender’s Unit in the UCPO, which
deals with persons with developmental
disabilities. He said Ms. Yannik came
to him urging him to address the prob-
lem of dealing with this part of the
community.

Mr. Romankow then introduced
Asm. Bramnick. Mr. Brammick praised
Mr. Romankow by saying, “Ted has a
history of diverse experience. This train-
ing will broaden the approach of law
enforcement in our community.” He
also said, “My hat’s off to Doreen
Yannik. Today, we’re going to learn
about the work you’ve done.”

Mr. Romankow also introduced Janet
Parmelee, superintendent of schools
for the Morris-Union Jointure Com-
mission, which educates students with
Autism Spectrum Disorder at two
schools, one in Warren and the other in
Berkeley Heights. Ms. Parmelee ad-
dressed the group and said, “Thank
you for learning about our kids. Our
parents now carry cards to identify
their child as being autistic.” She also
said the parents’ most significant worry
is “after the school years and the behav-
ioral follow-up.”

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich addressed the crowd and said,
“From our side, the cop’s side, how do
you do the right thing?” “Many of these
kids can’t communicate,” he added. He
then showed the group what looked
like a plastic wristwatch or bracelet,
which is a tracking device used to
locate a person with autism who has
wandered away from home. The brace-
let is called Project Lifesaver and the
person wearing is registered with the
county. Project Life Saver can also be
used by someone with Alzheimer’s
disease, Downs Syndrome, or demen-
tia. For more information call: (908)
273-1608.

Mr. Chiesa also addressed the crowd
and acknowledged the need for the
training in light of the recent findings of
the Center for Disease Control (CDC)
on the rise in autistic births in New
Jersey in recent years.

The instructor for Autism and Law
Enforcement, David Debbaudt, of
Florida, a former police officer, author
and lecturer and father of an autistic
son, has taught this program to the New
York City Police Department and many
other police departments across the
United States. Almost everyone in the
crowd acknowledged knowing some-
one with autism.

Mr. Debbaudt’s program’s focus is
about Autism recognition and law
enforcement’s response to it. The train-
ing is designed to give practical ap-
proaches and understanding when in-
teracting with persons with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD.) The object
is to teach the participants how to man-
age communication with a person, who
may be non-verbal, and to avoid confu-
sion.

Mr. Debbaudt identified some of the

behaviors associated with autism, which
would help an officer responding in the
field better appraise the individual when
their behavior appears inappropriate to
the situation at hand. He alerted the
participants that some of that behavior
would challenge their training and in-
stincts. He emphasized the need to be
calm, talk softly and to keep directives
to the individual simple.

Mr. Debbauldt outlined a wide ar-
range of behavior practiced by people
with ASD and suggested tactics to de-
escalate dangerous or impulsive ac-
tions. The most important advice the
instructor gave to the participants is to
be patient, which may be difficult when
responding to a field situation where
time is of the essence and public safety
is at risk.

Videos were used to illustrate pos-
sible scenarios of a police officer inter-
acting with an autistic person who may
be a victim, a witness or just a lost
individual. A video, which was shown,
involved a prosecutor interviewing a
victim of sexual abuse. The details of
the crime were brought out on the tape
by a deft handling of the autistic victim
by the patient interviewer. Mr. Debbaudt
told the participants that autistic per-
sons rarely lie.

He concluded by urging everyone
present to get to know families with
autistic children and to visit schools
and organizations supporting those with
ASD to gain an even better understand-
ing of that community.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Autism Training

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
IRISH FOR THE DAY…A festive hat
completes the outfit of a gentleman
attending a fundraiser for youth sports
hosted by Oh’Brian’s Pourhouse in
Fanwood on Saturday.

Ethics Expert to Probe
Alleged Conflict of Interest

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee on Tuesday
appointed an expert in legal ethics
to look into whether there are any
conflicts of interest in having the
former township attorney and his
law firm represent the township in
two significant housing develop-
ment matters while the firm’s ties to
the developers are being questioned.

Professor Michael Ambrosio,
who teaches legal ethics at Seton
Hall University School of Law and
was described by Township Attor-
ney Daniel McCarthy as a “premier
ethics expert,” will examine whether
the Florio, Perrucci law firm and
one of its attorneys, former town-
ship attorney Phil Morin, had a con-
flict of interest in representing
Cranford in builders’ remedy liti-
gation and site plan hearings for the
housing developments at 555 South
Avenue and on Birchwood Avenue.

Both developments have been,
and continue to be, the source of
local controversy. Several residents,
backed by a group they formed
called Concerned Citizens of
Cranford, have claimed that
Michael Perrucci, the law firm’s
managing partner, is also a princi-
pal with Woodmont Properties, a
client of the firm and the developer
of the 555 South Avenue site. The
group of residents is claiming that
Mr. Morin, as township attorney
last year, represented the munici-
pality at a hearing where his boss
was the developer.

At the township committee’s
meeting on Tuesday, Mr. McCarthy
asked anyone with any documenta-
tion that may assist Prof.
Ambrosio’s efforts to provide them
to the township clerk’s office.
Mayor Thomas Hannen said the
appointment was made because the
committee believes that “there’s
something there” that needs to be
looked into by an outside expert.
Prof. Ambrosio will be paid up to
$5,000 for his work.

Rita LaBrutto, one of the resi-
dents who has voiced concerns
about the conflict of interest, said
she hopes the committee will put
the Florio, Perrucci firm “aside”
until the investigation is completed.
But commissioner Lisa Adubato
called the allegations against the
law firm and Mr. Morin “unsub-
stantiated” and said she backed Prof.
Ambrosio’s appointment because
of the committee’s “obligation to
be responsive to citizens.” Mr.
McCarthy cautioned that Prof.
Ambrosio’s efforts would not in-
clude subpoenas or depositions.

“He’s not playing sleuth,” Mr.
McCarthy said, clarifying that the
academic would be conducting a
“review of the facts” before making
recommendations to the township
committee.

In other business, the committee
introduced the 2013 municipal bud-
get, which calls for expenditures of

$34.2 million and a 1.69-percent
increase in the municipal portion of
property taxes, or about $39 per
household. Commissioner Andis
Kalnins, the finance commissioner,
said the governing body would look
into further savings between now
and the public hearing on Tuesday,
April 23.

Appropriations this year, he said,
are 0.69 percent higher than in 2012,
the result of several one-time ex-
penditures last year that were re-
lated to Hurricane Irene in August
2011. He said most department bud-
get increases were kept to near zero
this year. The primary increases
were a 4.4-percent hike in insur-
ance expenses, a 5.7-percent hike
in utility costs and a 13-percent rise
in debt service. Mr. Kalnins said
the township would look to refi-
nancing some of its debt in an effort
to lower that expense.

At the start of the meeting, the
committee gave final approval to
an ordinance setting out the proce-
dures for identifying and establish-
ing historic districts and encourag-
ing the preservation of landmarks
within Cranford. Calling the ordi-
nance “long in the making,” Deputy
Mayor Edward O’Malley said rec-
ognizing Cranford’s historic assets
was “essential” to the town’s char-
acter and identity. He said the des-
ignation of a historic district can
boost property values by as much
as 3 percent and would also enable
owners of historic homes to become
eligible for grants. Mr. O’Malley
emphasized that the ordinance
would not “abridge any personal
property rights.”

During the public hearing,
Maureen Strazdon of the Cranford
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board said the group “strongly sup-
ports” the ordinance. Several other
members also spoke in support and
when the committee completed its
5-to-0 vote to enact the ordinance,
applause broke out in the audience.

The committee also gave final
approval to a $69,000 bond ordi-
nance to acquire new computers for
the municipal administrative offices
in an effort to provide better cus-
tomer service to residents.

Joseph Hartnett, who has been
serving as interim township admin-
istrator for the past several months,
was named to the post permanently
on Tuesday. James Wozniak was
promoted to the rank of captain in
the police department.
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LISTENING TO VOTERS…Westfield Democratic mayoral candidate Dave
Haas, accompanied by his son Jacob, greets Janice Siegel, chairwoman of the
Westfield Democratic Committee, and other residents downtown on one stop of
his “listening tour” last week.

Haas Kicks Off Listening
Tour to Start Mayoral Bid

WF BOE Adopts $96.4-Mil.
Budget; Taxes Up $1.7-Mil.

WESTFIELD  – Westfield may-
oral candidate Dave Haas officially
kicked off his campaign last Wednes-
day with a “listening tour” that in-
cluded stops in Downtown Westfield,
at the Sunrise Assisted Living Cen-
ter, and a meeting with students who
are members of the Westfield High
School Young Democratic Club. Mr.
Haas started his tour at Starbucks
where he listened to residents talk
about their concerns.

In Starbucks he was asked about
Mayors Against Illegal Guns. Mr.
Haas explained, “It’s a bipartisan
group of over 800 mayors from big
cities and small towns like Westfield,
which work together to develop ra-
tional approaches to curbing gun vio-
lence. I think it’s critical for
Westfield’s mayor to be engaging in
that conversation.”

During his tour of downtown, Mr.
Haas heard concerns expressed by
residents and shop owners about the
lack of parking, about a perceived
decrease in the number of shoppers
doing business in Downtown
Westfield, about overly aggressive
parking enforcement and the health
of the town’s trees.

For his second stop of the day, Mr.
Haas visited the Sunrise Assisted Liv-
ing Center, where his 91-year-old
father, Felix, and his stepmother,
Margaret, live. Mr. Haas’s father
fought in World War II for democ-
racy and against Nazism. Mr. Haas’s
son, Jacob, who is an officer serving
on a destroyer in the Pacific, accom-
panied his father. In a meeting with
more than 20 seniors, Mr. Haas was
applauded when he spoke of the need
to make Westfield as “senior friendly”
as it can be.

“People like my Dad who fought
for this country deserve our love and
respect,” he said.

Lastly, Mr. Haas headed home to
meet with members of the Westfield
High School Young Democratic Club.
Mr. Haas praised the teens for wanting
to get involved. He urged the students
to be pro-active with the causes of the
day and not to give-in to cynicism.

About his first day of campaign-

ing, Mr. Haas said, that it was “won-
derful greeting and listening to so
many residents of our town. Young
and old, and everyone in-between,
Westfield’s residents are the best,”
Mr. Haas said.

Mr. Haas has served on the Town
Council for the last eight years repre-
senting the Third Ward. He has a Ph.D.
in electrical engineering from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley and
now teaches electrical engineering at
the New Jersey Institute of Technol-
ogy (NJIT). He has lived in Westfield
with his wife, Dana Stevens, for 21
years. His son is a graduate of the U.S.
Naval Academy and his daughter is a
student at New York University.

County to Hold Meetings
For Together N.J.

COUNTY – Union County will
hold the first in a series of five public
meetings in support of Together North
Jersey, a voluntary initiative aimed at
improving quality of life while fos-
tering sustainable economic growth
in the region. The meeting is sched-
uled for tonight, Thursday, March
28, at Kean University. Space is lim-
ited and pre-registration is required
by e-mailing Union County at
TNJIntern@ucnj.org.  The four re-
maining meetings will be held May 7
in Cranford, May 29 in Westfield,
and June 26 in Cranford. The date
and location for fourth session has
yet to be determined.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education last Thursday
approved a school budget of
$96,402,166 and accompanying tax
levy of $86,360,678 following a pub-
lic hearing in the Westfield High
School auditorium.

A power point presentation was
shown and narrated by district Busi-
ness Administrator Dana Sullivan.
The tax levy represents a $1.7-mil-
lion increase from last year. State aid
of $3,832,316 is the same as 2012.

Ms. Sullivan said the district’s goals
this year are to continue funding for
literacy and technology initiatives, to
continue funding for the STEM pro-
gram, to continue funding for man-
dated programs, to maintain curricular
and co-curriclular programs, to main-
tain existing class size, to provide suf-
ficient resources for enrollment in-
creases at the intermediate level, to
maintain facilities and to increase sup-
port for counseling services. No one in
the audience had any questions about
the budget at which point the board
voted to adopt the spending plan.

Prior to the public hearing on the
budget, the board honored the
Westfield High School Champion-
ship girls’ and boys’ swim teams as
well as the cross-country team.

Board President Richard Mattessich
said, “First, I’d like to congratulate
Lexi Borr, a WHS senior. In 2009, Lexi
was a semi-finalist in the state single’s
tennis tournament. In 2010, she was a
finalist and led the WHS girls’ tennis
team to its first ever Tournament of
Champions title. Then in 2012, she
held an unbeaten record and won the
Tennis Singles State Tournament. Un-
derstandably, she was named to The
Star-Ledger’s First Team All Ameri-
can and selected to the All American
High School Tennis Team. Her career
record is an astonishing 85 wins to
three losses. Congratulations, Lexi. We
will be sorry to see you go. Congratu-
lations to Matt Varhley, her coach.”

Mr. Mattessich also congratulated
swim team member Caroline Baldwin,
a WHS junior. He said, “Caroline broke
the WHS record in the 50 free, and 100
backstroke. She won two events at the
Meet of Champions, the 50 free and
the 100 backstroke. She is the first
dual winner in WHS history and the
first winner in over 30 years. She is a
member of the record breaking 200
free and 400 free relays.”

Mr. Mattessich also congratulated
the entire WHS girls’ swim team for
their unbeaten 17-0 record and for
earning the Public A State Champi-
onship. The fourth consecutive state
championship, he said.

“You are Union County Champions
and North One Sectional Champions.
You totaled the second highest power
point total in state history and finished
the season by ranking number one over-
all in the state,” Mr. Mattessich said.  He
asked for a round of applause for the
girls’ and boys’ swim team coaches,
Head Coach Jeff Knight, Ashley Westra
and Michael Schwebel.

Mr. Mattessich congratulated the
WHS boys’ swim team, also state
champions this year. He said they
have the most state championships in
state history. “This year they won the
Union County Championship and the
North One Sectional Championship
with an overall record of 15-2. They
finished their season by ranking num-
ber two in the state and as the top
public school team in the state. Con-
gratulations on these superior
achievements,” Mr. Mattessich said.

The next group honored were the
boys’ cross-country team. “Out of 20
teams, WHS won the State Sectional
Championship and was named Union
County Champions. They finished
second in the State Group Four Cham-
pionship and 10th at the State Meet
of Champions. They also finished the
season by ranking seventh in the
state,” Mr. Mattessich said.  He con-
gratulated Head Coach Chris Tafelski
and Assistant Coach Jeff Perrella. All
of the athletes received certificates of
appreciation.

WF Seniors Plead Guilty
To DWI, Hitting Pedestrian

ELIZABETH – Two former
Westfield school crossing guards
pleaded guilty last week to drunk-
driving and hitting and killing a 68-
year-old Scotch Plains woman at the
intersection of North Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway on January 26, 2012,
according to a nj.com report.

Charles Casiere, 85, and John Diaz,
75, both of Westfield, admitted they
had been drinking at the Knights of
Columbus in Westfield on North Av-
enue just prior to accident in which
they each struck Patricia Currie, a
nurse from Scotch Plains.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Patricia
Currie, 68, of Scotch Plains was driv-
ing through the North-Tuttle intersec-
tion when she grazed a pedestrian,
David Kervick, as he crossed the street.
Ms. Currie immediately stopped and
offered him assistance, attempting to
lead him across the street.

As the two walked across the road,
a Chevy Cavalier driven by Casiere,

struck the pair propelling them several
yards down North Avenue. A second
vehicle, a GMC pickup driven by Diaz,
then struck Currie, who was now lying
in the roadway. Mr. Kervick was trans-
ported to a hospital for treatment.

Casiere was initially charged with
DWI, failure to yield to a pedestrian
in a crosswalk and reckless driving.
Diaz was charged with DWI, failure
to yield to a pedestrian in a cross-
walk, failure to report an accident
and reckless driving.

Nj.com reported that lawyers for
the Casiere and Diaz would ask the
court that each defendant receive pro-
bation and no jail time. Under the
plea agreement with the Bergen
County Prosecutor’s Office, both men
face third-degree offenses carrying
maximum penalties of five years in
jail. The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office had recused itself from the
case because of a conflict.

Superior Court Judge John Triarsi has
scheduled sentencing for Friday, April
26, at the Union County Courthouse.

DWC Releases ’12 Stats
For WF Businesses, Jobs

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – At its monthly
Board of Directors meeting this past
Monday evening, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID), provided
final year-end statistics for 2012.

According to DWC Executive Di-
rector Sherry Cronin, 50 businesses
closed in the past year and 42 new
businesses were created for a net loss
of eight businesses. The four new
businesses that were completed or
were in the process of expansion are
included in this statistic.

Three hundred and eight jobs were
lost in town or moved out of town in
the past year while 102 jobs were
created for a net loss of 206 jobs.

“The major reason for the net job
loss is the loss of Deloitte [Touche] in
two buildings downtown,” Ms. Cronin
stated. Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Lim-
ited is a financial consulting firm.

There was an average 5.34 percent
vacancy rate last year, accounting for
an average of 37,546 square feet of
retail space that was available, Ms.
Cronin said. The DWC provided
$10,000 last year in grants to local
businesses for signage replacement,
enhancement or other building im-
provements. Seventy-four building
rehabilitations were undertaken last
year as compared to 43 rehabilita-
tions undertaken in 2011.

The ratio of dollars spent from
private funds compared to SID funds
was $1,477 to $1.

“Westfield’s Special Improvement
District continues to demonstrate its
vibrancy and [it is a] great place in
which to do business. This year alone
over $4 million was privately invested
in Downtown Westfield, and over $81
million has been invested in the last
10 years,” Ms. Cronin stated.

 In all, the SID reinvestments, in-
cluding purchases, accounted for
$14,783,810 last year.

In other business, the DWC board
promoted the Westfield Girls Night
Out event to be held Thursday, April
18, from 5 to 9 p.m. in the downtown.
The event will be held rain or shine.
Girls Night Out is held twice a year in

the spring and the fall in an effort to
promote the Downtown area, its re-
tailers and its restaurants.

According to Ms. Cronin, 1,038 par-
ticipants have registered for the event
already. Compared to last year, “in
total, we had 1,600, so we’re on pace to
do that again,” Ms. Cronin stated.

This year the registration site will
be at the Turning Point Restaurant,
located at 137 Central Avenue. Inter-
ested parties can pre-register for the
event online at WestfieldToday.com.

In other news, the board announced
it has received a $100,000 check from
the New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs through the Down-
town Business Improvement Zone
Loan Fund or DBIZ loan.

The DWC applied for the loan in
conjunction with the Town of
Westfield. Ninety-five thousand
dollars will go to the Town of
Westfield and will primarily be used
for repaving and other improve-
ments for Municipal Parking Lot 4,
according to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea.

The remaining $10,000 ($5,000 is
still forthcoming) will be used by
the DWC for grants for facade im-
provements for businesses in the
downtown area. The loan is interest
free and the town and the DWC will
have 10 years to repay the DBIZ
loan.

FW Man Charged With
Shooting at Motorist
FANWOOD  –  A Fanwood man

was arrested and charged last Friday
with attempted homicide in a road rage
shooting that occurred on Interstate 78
in Lower Saucon Township, Pennsyl-
vania, according to The Morning Call.

Lee E. Kish, 65, was also charged
with aggravated assault, carrying a
firearm without a license, reckless
endangerment and criminal mischief.

According to the newspaper’s re-
port, Kish allegedly shot at a 39-year-
old woman’s car at 3:45 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 13 after she blew
her horn at him for driving 40 mph
next to a tractor-trailer. The speed
limit on that section of I-78 is 65
mph.The woman told police that Kish
flashed his middle finger at her be-
fore speeding up and pulling into the
right lane. She told police that as she
passed him she heard a loud bang and
saw Kish speed off. She later found a
bullet in the woman’s passenger’s
side rear door. The woman  gave
police a description of Kish’s vehicle
and that he had a New Jersey license
plate, according to the report. No one
was injured in the shooting, The
Morning Call reported.

Kish was taken to the Union County
jail in Elizabeth where he was to
awaiting extradition to Pennsylvania
to face the charges.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES
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Letters to the Editor
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Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Fulmination – A thundering or light-

ning
2. Persultation – An eruption of blood

from an artery
3. Maculose – Covered with spots
4. Sphygmus – The pulse

MALAISE
1. Widespread epidemic of catastrophic

proportions
2. Extreme dislike, hatred
3. Harsh in taste, acrid
4. Physical discomfort before an ill-

ness
PUNDONOR

1. A fur-lined gown
2. A point of honor
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. A confidence man; swindler

BUNTONS
1. Small number; insufficiency
2. A calcareous deposit found in the

sacs of the ear
3. Horizontal timbers in a mine shaft

used for support
4. A small spike or elongated cluster of

flowers in grasses
CLEM

1. To starve or die of hunger
2. Inflammation of a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the nose or throat
3. Desperate; wanting
4. The foam formed by the force of a

waterfall on the rocks below

Would You Rather Protect Your Child
Or Condone Government Folly?

Hurray for Summit, It Ought to Be
Mandatory to Attend County Meetings

Scotch Plains Manager Voluntarily
‘Resigned’ Or Forced to Quit, Odd?

As your Scotch Plains readers will
know, Henry Underhill, the town’s
manager resigned the week before
last, seemingly under pressure from
the majority of the Town Council.
According to the Council he volun-
tarily ‘resigned,’ under an agreement
with the town whereby he’d receive
18 weeks of severance pay in ex-
change for resigning.

At the first Town Council meeting
after Mr. Underhill left, the Mayor
was asked why Mr. Underhill was
paid 18 weeks of severance pay if he
voluntarily resigned. The new town-
ship attorney answered the question,
and said that the town was required to
make a severance payment to any
manager who resigns.

Well, that was a pretty odd state-
ment. The town manager before Mr.
Underhill resigned from the job about
a year ago and did not get any sever-
ance payment (and he was manager
for a much longer period than was
Mr. Underhill.) New Jersey munici-
pal law does require at least three
months of severance pay when a
manager is fired (other than for good
cause). I’m not a municipal lawyer,
but I can’t find any requirement in the
law that a manager who quits is en-
titled to a severance payment.

It is silly to think that Mr. Underhill
voluntarily quit. When does some-
one who voluntarily quits get 18
weeks of severance pay? Obviously
he was, essentially, fired.

Also at that Town Council meeting
there was an extended discussion of
changes to the agreement with the
developer of Shackamaxon golf

course. (That’s where they are plan-
ning on building 60 townhouses at
the golf course.) Mickey Marcus, a
Councilman, asked some great ques-
tions about the changes. The town’s
new law firm also handled these ne-
gotiations for the town. In the course
of that discussion, it became clear
that the new agreement needed some
significant ‘tightening up’ of a few
points in favor of the town. (The
biggest issue Mr. Marcus found was
that the agreement did not memorial-
ize the developer’s agreement to pay
off an earlier $300,000 loan, which
Shackamaxon took out but for which
the town was obligated to pay back.
The developer had stated in a letter
that it would pay off the loan, but that
promise never made its way into the
agreement itself. Thanks to Mr.
Marcus that promise will now be in
the agreement.)

Folks from Scotch Plains may not
be aware that almost all of the service
providers to the town (such as the
regular town lawyers, the labor law-
yers, the insurance manager, the en-
gineers, etc.) have been replaced since
Mr. Glover and his team took over the
Council. Setting aside the political
and campaign finance questions
raised by the hiring of a whole new
set of service providers, there re-
mains the appropriate concern that
all this turnover will cost us more
money. But as these two instances
remind us, we also need to be con-
cerned that the Town is getting good
value for its money.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

I applaud your editorial, “County
Is Using Exemptions to Hike Taxes
$13 Mil. Over ‘Cap’,” which appeared
in the March 21 edition. You do a
great job of outlining all the excess
spending by the Union County Free-
holders. They exceed the cap by $13
million and yet have the gall to say
they have the right to spend $3 mil-
lion more and still be within the letter
of the law. Are we supposed to ap-
plaud them for their ‘frugality’?

Since debt service is one of the
items exempt from the cap, all they
have to do is continue to increase our
debt to pay for their extravagances
with no oversight whatsoever.
Wouldn’t it be nice if we all could do
the same? As you point out, the Union
County debt now exceeds the annual

budget. How disgraceful!
The only thing I would add to the

editorial is to expand on the last para-
graph. You encourage the public as
well as municipal officials to attend
the upcoming meetings on the pro-
posed budget. I would add that all
municipalities in the county should
have a representative – either the
mayor or a council person – at every
Freeholder meeting to continuously
voice their objections to how our
taxes are being spent. In fact, it ought
to be made mandatory. It appears
Summit is the only municipality con-
cerned enough to do this. Hurray for
Summit!

Bruce Long
Westfield

Cities Are for Meaningful, Intelligent,
Common Sense Gun Reform

Mayor Skibitsky has responded to
my letter to him and the Westfield
Town Council in which I have urged
our town to join the growing num-
bers of towns and cities in New Jer-
sey and throughout the USA that
support the principles and goals of
the Mayors Against Illegal Guns ini-
tiative. Obviously Mayor Skibitsky
has been deeply pained by the vio-
lence and complicated issues sur-
rounding guns, ammunition, and hu-
man interactions.

Like me and like so many, obvi-
ously he has thought deeply about
the issues, has researched the issues
and considered things from many
angles and he realizes that these are
complex problems that we are facing
as a heavily armed society.

We all feel the grief of the losses
we have suffered and that we suffer
daily due to gun violence. I, like the
mayor, urge my fellow citizens to
contact members of Congress to ex-
press your thinking and wishes re-
garding guns and public safety. I, like
the mayor, ask that we study the
issues and become involved.

Mayors Against Illegal Guns
(www.mayorsagainstillegalguns.org)
currently has a roster of over 90 New
Jersey mayors who have made the
statement that they support the goals
of smarter and more effective legisla-
tion. The mayors in New Jersey prob-
ably would not agree that their sign-
ing on is “window dressing” or a
photo op. To them, doubtless, it is a
way to tell others that their mayor and
their town council — the representa-
tives of their townspeople — want to
be counted among those working to
make the nation safer.

The mayors are from big cities
such as Newark and Paterson, true.
But many are from tiny places and
from towns like Westfield. They in-
clude Aberdeen, Cherry Hill, Clinton,
Collingswood, Cranford, Fanwood,
Frenchtown, Hawthorne, Highland
Park, Hopewell, Lambertville, Madi-
son, Manalapan, Maplewood,
Millburn, Montclair, Morristown,
New Providence, Phillipsburg,
Princeton, Ridgewood, Scotch Plains,
Spotwood, and Whitehouse Station.
The lists includes over 90 in New
Jersey mayors to date.

Maybe the town government is
unaware of the sentiments of the pub-
lic. Maybe there should be a survey
taken on the topic. Even National
Rifle Association members in over-
whelming majorities support univer-
sal criminal checks and laws to keep
guns out of the hands of criminals.
Mayor Skibitsky is right that Westfield
is a beautiful town with wonderful

people — himself included, I would
add. That is why I restate my hope
that he will add the proud name of
Westfield to the growing list of towns
and cities across America that are for
meaningful, intelligent, common-
sense gun reform. The reason is
simple: When you stand up for some-
thing good, you help others to do the
same.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

I’m a lifetime member of the NRA
and I’m not embarrassed or ashamed
to admit that. I’m a strong believer in
my 2nd amendment rights and the
constitution.

The new laws and bans wanting to
be placed are just aimed at the legal
law abiding safe gun owners of
America and will not do a thing to
stop criminals or crime — “Feel
good” laws being rushed through and
not thought out at all.

Start messing with the 2nd amend-
ment and we might as well start with
the 1st amendment and just keep on
going with the whole constitution.

I’m a proud loving father. My child
is the most important person in my
life. I talked about having a police
officer in schools or a professionally
trained armed guard. For some rea-
son I got a lot of negative feed back
from some parents saying we do not
need police or armed guards in school.
Some parents agree we do 100 per-
cent.

I think the government should pay
for school security for our children.
But the government says it does not
have the funds to put guards in every
school. Wow really, I find that hard to
believe when our government spends
money on things like: $384,949 to
Yale university to study duck penis,
yes that’s right I said duck penis, but
no money for our children; $300,000
to promote caviar, but no money for
our children; $1.5 million on a menu
for people going to Mars; $325,000
to build a robo-squirrel; $750,000 on
a new soccer filed for detainees held
at Guantanamo Bay.

The Obama administration plans
to spend $16 to $ 20 million  helping
students from Indonesia get master’s
degrees, but not for our children in
America. And President Obama’s
Hawaii vacation cost the taxpayers a
nice $3.24 million. And the list goes
on and on! But our government does
not have the money to protect our
children.

Wake up people! I worry every day
about my child going to school. Let’s
face it. We are always going to have
criminals and people with mental
health issues to worry about in this
world. We need to focus more on
mental health care for the people
who really need the help. Stop blam-
ing the object the person uses to com-
mit a crime and let’s focus on taking
care of the real issues.

Mental health care does not get the
proper attention. Focus on protecting
our children. The money is available.

Where would you rather the money
go?

Mark Grabowski
Clark

Who’s Running Things
In Scotch Plains?

County Should Put Highest
Priority on Prosecutor’s Budget

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield (908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield (908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
Summit (908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

Linden (908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)

Scotch Plains (908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)

Plainfield (908)-561-5757

7th Congressional District
Rep. Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd.
West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365

[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict].

[Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict].

The untidy way in which township manager Henry
Underhill left his position in Scotch Plains earlier
this month was a bit troubling. There were no expla-
nations from the mayor or township council —
which voted to accept Mr. Underhill’s resignation on
March 13 after a 90-minute, closed-door meeting to
discuss his fate — about why the manager exited
after just six months on the job. There were plenty of
complaints, to be sure, from Democratic Council-
man Michael Marcus, who mocked the notion that
Mr. Underhill’s departure was a “resignation” in any
sense of the word. Mr. Marcus claimed it was a
“forced resignation” imposed by what he described
as a “meddling” council. His Republican colleague,
William Vastine, also was troubled and voted against
accepting the resignation.

It would have been nice to hear something from
Mayor Kevin Glover, or one of the other two Demo-
crats on the council who supported the resignation,
about the reasons why Mr. Underhill left.

There also is the question of Mr. Underhill’s
severance package. State law says that in a case like
this, the employee is entitled to three months’ salary
upon his resignation. The agreement between Mr.
Underhill and the township calls for 18 weeks’
salary to be paid — nearly five months. Why?
Typically, severance packages are offered when an
employee is fired, not when he resigns.

With Mr. Underhill gone, the council will be
looking to recruit the township’s fifth manager since
2008. That’s when the highly-regarded Thomas
Atkins retired after 28 years at the helm. He was
succeeded by Michael Capabianco, who resigned
after an unhappy six-month tenure. For nearly two
years afterward, Christopher Marion capably filled
the position before leaving a year ago to take the
administrator’s post in Old Bridge. Mr. Underhill
then followed.

We fear the pool of truly qualified — and non-

political — applicants for the manager’s position
will be smaller than normal due to the heavy turn-
over in recent years. It would also be helpful for the
next manager to have some familiarity with a town
that he or she will be responsible for running on a
day-to-day basis.

Mayor Glover says he hopes to have résumés  from
applicants in hand by the middle of April. That still
leaves many weeks, if not several months, of mul-
tiple rounds of interviews and meetings with candi-
dates before someone is ultimately chosen. Will the
position be advertised?

In the meanwhile, who is running the township?
Scotch Plains’ council-manager form of govern-
ment necessitates a manager to serve as CEO of the
municipality, with the council acting as the board of
directors. After Mr. Capabianco’s resignation in
2009 and Mr. Marion’s departure last year, the
council quickly and formally appointed acting man-
agers to tend to day-to-day affairs until a permanent
replacement was named. The Faulkner Act, which
sets out the details of how the various forms of
municipal government in New Jersey are set up,
mandates a manager — be it permanent, interim,
acting, temporary or whatever.

But the township council has taken no such formal
action since accepting Mr. Underhill’s resignation
two weeks ago. We thought the governing body
would have named an acting manager at the same
time it showed Mr. Underhill the door on March 13.
Or at the very least, at its meeting last week. We urge
the governing body to act as soon as possible, not
only to comply with state law but also so residents
know who is, in effect, unlocking the front door at
town hall each morning and overseeing what should
be the smooth operations of the local government.
Absent this, Scotch Plains may go months without
anyone formally at the helm, leading to increased
questions about who’s running the show.

As the Union County Freeholders began budget
hearings last week with department heads for a
projected half-billion-dollar budget for 2013, one
department that always seems to have to beg for
budget approval is the County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice. Prosecutor Ted Romankow’s $20-million
budget, in our opinion, is justified given the re-
sponsibility he and his assistant prosecutors have
in getting criminals off our streets. Assistant pros-
ecutors are available 24/7 to begin investigations
as soon as crimes occur.

This year, the prosecutor is looking for a nearly
half-million-dollar increase, mostly due to vacan-
cies he has not filled on purpose the past few years
so as to help the overall county bottom line. But this
year, he said, he needs to fill these positions. His
230-employee-plus office handles all homicide in-
vestigations in the county with the exception of
Elizabeth, as well as all sexual abuse cases. His

office opened a new Child Advocacy Center in
Elizabeth to provide a homier environment for sexu-
ally abused children when they are questioned by
investigators. The UCPO also has units for crimes
involving counterterrorism, high-tech computer ser-
vices, insurance fraud, as well as a unit on guns,
gangs and violent crimes.

The UCPO also has a DNA lab in Westfield that is
now being used to look into cold cases such as one
that led to last year’s successful prosecution of
Carlton Franklin for the vicious rape and murder of
a Westfield woman in 1976.

Given all the druggies and bedlamites on the streets
and that this department is the key to solving and
prosecuting some of the most heinous crimes occur-
ring in Union County, we believe Mr. Romankow’s
budget should be the highest priority at the county.

Cut the fluff, protect the citizens and serve the
taxpayers.

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

I’M SURE SPRING’S
COMING
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Jefferson: ‘The Best Government Is the
Government That Governs Least’

Letters to the Editor

President Kennedy in his inaugu-
ral address famously proclaimed the
central principle of citizenship. “Ask
not what your country can do for you;
ask what you can do for your coun-
try.”

We as citizens cannot just take from
government, expect from govern-
ment, be entitled from government.
There is such a thing as being inde-
pendent if this be at all possible.

The more government we have the
more government we will have.

The more we want government to
do the more government will do.

The more government the less our
freedoms and liberties.

The business of government is not
business. As the Preamble to the
United States Constitution states with
regard to the federal government, the
purpose of government is “to form a
more perfect Union, establish jus-
tice, insure domestic tranquility, pro-
vide for the common defense, pro-
mote the general welfare, and secure
the blessings of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity.”

“The general welfare” is the broad
concept of national interest.

But more and more people want
government to other things. In
Westfield this has meant having a
municipal pool. A fine idea, but it
competes with private swimming
clubs and has, as with other munici-
pal pools, caused them either to go
through increasingly tough financial
times or close. In many towns, the
idea in having government is to build
lighted turf fields for public school
students rather than provide programs
for the improvement of reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic. Gambling has
increasingly become a governmental
enterprise. Such authorities as the
Raritan Valley Sewerage Authority
are, in effect, governmental business.

Many people want governmental
services but do not want to pay for
them and will not tolerate a cut in
government spending for these ser-
vices.

The call for higher taxes while
spending is not cut makes for mis-
government.

People who enjoy the largesse of
governmental pensions and their abil-
ity “to bank” sick days, vacation days,
and personal days undermine the fi-
nancial ability of government to at-
tend to those vital purposes set forth
in the Preamble.

Public employees who think that
they have a right without any finan-

cial contribution to their health care
plans also sap the financial ability of
government also to do those vital
things stated in the Preamble.

Health care providers, who by bil-
lions of dollars, over bill Medicare
for services rendered or not even
rendered undermine the financial
solvency of Medicare.

The idea of shared sacrifice, that
we each must give a little for the good
of the town, the county, the state, and
the country and that we must do more
for ourselves is a growing anathema
in many circles.

Yet without such sacrifice we
hobble the ability of government to
do what is necessary and essential by
making it do what is not necessary
and not essential as with the massive
cuts in defense spending and in air-
port security caused by the seques-
ter! Continue on the road we are on
and we shall be spending all our tax
dollars just to pay the interest on the
national debt created in large mea-
sure because so many people are un-
willing either to give up some ben-
efits or to contribute money to them!

Government was not intended as a
gravy train, but rather an instrument
for the security and defense of the
people and the country and for the
establishment of a system of justice
by which our freedoms and liberties
may be secured.

There is truth in the statement at-
tributed to Thomas Jefferson. “The
best government is the government
that governs least.” At least to people
who believe that free enterprise rather
than government is more than not the
solution to whatever problem comes
before us. But if we continue to de-
pend upon government to do what
we can do for ourselves and at the
same time not make any sacrifices,
we shall bankrupt government while
creating such a huge governance as
to swallow up all our freedoms and
liberties and leave America’s justifi-
ably world famous free enterprise in
the dust.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Hope And Miracles Happen With
Organ Donations in Westfield

Giving Hope — making Miracles;
the Children’s Organ Transplant As-
sociation (COTA) has been doing this
since 1986. Right here in Westfield, a
group of caring and committed people
are working hard to give hope, and
possibly make a miracle, for the Haley
family. But what is COTA? COTA
has helped organize communities
across the country to raise funds that
help pay transplant-related expenses
and help families avoid financial cri-
sis. Here in Westfield, Elle Haley, 14,
received a liver transplant, and Elle’s
family has turned to COTA for help.

COTA helps with transplant-related
expenses such as food and lodging
while the family is at the transplant
center; transportation to and from the
transplant center; co-pays, deductibles
and medication expenses, and assis-
tance with household expenses while
a parent is out of work during the time
of the transplant. All of these expenses
add up quickly (often tens of thou-
sands of dollars) and can stand in the
way of a child receiving a life-saving
transplant. But you can help.  More

than 2,000 families from every corner
of this country have worked with
COTA. Thousands of concerned
people have donated their time to help
COTA patients, and more than 200,000
generous people have made contribu-
tions to help transplant-needy chil-
dren receive a second chance at life.

April is National Donate Life
Month. More than 100,000 U.S. pa-
tients are waiting for a solid organ
transplant, with another 30,000
searching for a cord blood, marrow
or stem cell match. Every day, 19
people die waiting for an organ trans-
plant.  Elle Haley needs you to sup-
port COTA and to register today as an
organ donor. Go to
www.COTAforelleh.com to learn
how you can help give hope — and
make a miracle.

Amy Anderson
Barbara Callahan, Westfield

Editor’s Note: COTA is a national
charity dedicated to guiding commu-
nities in raising funds for transplant-
related expenses.

Thankfully, Westfield’s Residents
Rarely Experience Actual Gun Violence

On March 20th I attended a forum,
“Guns in a Civil Society,” sponsored
by the Peace and Justice Committee
of Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s. The
forum featured two speakers. Former
Mayor Thomas Jardim spoke about
the constitutional right of gun owner-
ship while the Rev. Robert Moore, of
the N.J. Coalition for Peace Action,
spoke about the religious context for
dealing with gun violence. The
speeches were followed by a discus-
sion with people voicing their views
about various approaches to prevent-
ing gun violence. I applaud this
group’s effort to have a calm, infor-
mative, and useful discussion in our
community about this issue.

According to a fact sheet distrib-
uted by the Rev. Moore, over
1,000,000 people have been killed by
guns in the United States since 1968,
the year Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
was assassinated. Indeed, each year,
on average, over 100,000 Americans
are shot or killed. According to the
CDC, the rate of death by firearms of
children under the age of 16 in the
U.S. is significantly higher than 25
other industrialized nations com-
bined. There is no question that there
are myriad causes of these horrific
statistics. But we do know instituting
various policies, like universal back-
ground checks, can make a differ-
ence.

Thankfully, Westfield’s residents
rarely experience actual gun violence.
The homicide rate in Westfield is
almost non-existent. But we do from
time to time have gun violence in our
town or have guns confiscated by our
police from individuals passing
through. At the recent Westfield Po-
lice Officers’ Awards Dinner, a
Westfield police officer was com-
mended for his arrest of a carjacking
suspect armed with a loaded Uzi
machine gun following a motor ve-
hicle pursuit. While we live in a very
safe community, the epidemic of ille-
gal guns affects us even here.

I was also taken by the Rev. Moore’s
use of a common phrase recommend-

ing that people “think globally but
act locally.” Something that can be
done locally is for Westfield’s Mayor
to join a bipartisan coalition called
Mayors Against Illegal Guns. This
coalition advocates for those policies
we know work, for research into
causes we don’t fully understand,
and for sharing and exchanging in-
formation about the issue between
mayors of communities big and small,
Republican and Democratic.

As your mayor, I would join with
the other 91 New Jersey Mayors and
the other 800 mayors nationwide who
have joined this important effort.

David Haas (D)
Westfield Mayoral Candidate

N.J. Senators Menendez and
Lautenberg Take Action In Washington

Hell must have frozen over this
past weekend as the U.S. Senate broke
a four-year record of intransigence
and failure as it unleashed a blizzard
of votes that culminated with the pas-
sage of a budget document that re-
veals the plans and priorities of the 50
Democrats who supported it.

It was no mistake that the big re-
veal by Senate Democrats was that
they had no plan whatsoever to ever
bring the budget into balance came
on Friday evening going into pre-
dawn Saturday morning. Harry Reid
and crew clearly were embarrassed
by their budget and hoped to avoid
widespread media coverage by sched-
uling votes when they would receive
the least amount of attention.

Ironically, Democrat Senator Bob
Menendez (D-N.J.) actually had the
audacity to complain that it was irre-
sponsible for the Senate to be consid-
ering major foreign policy decisions
at 3 a.m. on Saturday, referring to a
budget amendment that passed put-
ting the Senate on record as opposing
the United Nations Small Arms Treaty
which the Obama Administration is
currently negotiating.

Menendez’s complaint should have
been with Majority Leader Reid who
deliberately scheduled the vote-a-
thon in the wee hours of the morning
to keep the results cloaked from real
time reporting as much as possible.

But the rationale behind Reid’s
Hide the Budget Act makes perfect
sense. The Senate Democrats claimed
that their budget was “balanced” a
grand total of 230 times as noted by
Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) in spite
of their voting for a budget that never
even gets close to balance.

In spite of these rhetorical claims,
every Democrat Senator with the ex-
ception of West Virginia’s Joe
Manchin voted against sending the
budget back to Committee with in-
structions that it balance within 10
years. The motion to recommit by
Sessions was defeated by a 46–53
margin with Frank Lautenberg (D-
NJ) not voting.

The significance of this admission
by 53 Democrat Senators — 50 of
whom voted for final passage of the
budget — that they have no intention
of ever bringing the budget to bal-
ance cannot be overstated.

No matter their orchestrated pro-
testations to the contrary, and their
attempts to spin the American people
by perverting the definition of bal-
ancing the budget, their votes do not
lie. The budget that was passed by the
Senate Democrats creates $7.3 tril-
lion in new debt over the next 10
years despite a $1.5-trillion tax in-
crease.

 Rick Manning
Americans for Limited Government

N.J. Reaches 1 GW
In Solar Capacity

TRENTON – The New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) has
announced that New Jersey’s solar
industry has hit a significant mile-
stone in surpassing one gigawatt
(GW) of installed solar energy. As of
the end of February, a total of 1,008.4
MW of solar capacity has been in-
stalled statewide through 20,340 of
solar projects.

There are over 15,500 residential,
3,000 commercial, 300 schools, 200
government projects constructed in
places such as, rooftops, carports,
landfills and brownfields.

Legislation couples acceleration of
the renewable portfolio standard
(RPS) for solar energy with a reduc-
tion of the solar alternate compliance
payment (SACP) levels.

New Jersey continues to rank sec-
ond in the nation in installed capacity
at the distribution level. Solar con-
nected to the distribution system pro-
vides the state with a distributive gen-
eration capacity that is spread
throughout the entire state; lower
capacity and congestion prices for
delivery of electricity; and lower en-
ergy cost for residents, businesses,
towns and school districts that have
installed solar arrays.

Back To Nature
Health Foods

13 Walnut Avenue, Cranford

All Major Vitamins Lines, 200 Homeopathic Remedies
Gluten-Free Foods, Freeze Dried Emergency Food Kits and More!

Serving the community for 34 years

888-686-4276



Page 6  Thursday, March 28, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Caffrey Tree & Landscape
Introduces Organic Programs

Spring is here, which reminds us that
it’s time to think about your trees, plants
and lawn. Fertilization and maintenance
of your lawn, trees and plants allows
nutrients and minerals to absorb deep
into your yard’s roots, causing them to
grow healthier and live longer.

This year, Caffrey Tree & Land-
scape is introducing new programs
that are beneficial to your lawn and
friendly to the environment. The
choice that is ideal for greening up
your lawn while treating unwanted
weeds and insects is our Organic-
Based Program. With this program,
Caffrey will apply organic material
that is beneficial for the soil while
including product that controls in-
sects, broad leaf weeds and crab-
grass. Using this program reduces
the amount of synthetic fertilizer and
significantly reduces the amount of
pesticides (from 50-90 percent) that
would be used in a basic non-organic
lawn program.

If you would like your lawn to be
pesticide-free, choose the Organic
Program offered by Caffrey. The
materials that are applied are organic
with beneficial microorganisms that
suppress disease and develop a stron-
ger root system. Your soil will have
plenty of key components to keep
your lawn lush and green all season
long, all while being friendly to the
environment and being completely
safe for your family and pets.

Based on history from the recent
storms we have experienced, having
trees and plants that are healthy with
a deep and strong root system is ex-
tremely important. Trees and plants
thrive in a natural forest environment
because leaves and organic debris are
free to decompose, creating plenty of
active nutrients that promote root
growth in the soil. Caffrey’s Plant
Health Care system helps to create
this natural forest environment for
your trees and plants by building up
the organic life around them.
Caffrey’s expert employees will be
glad to meet with you to go over any
of your tree, plant and landscape
needs. “Get your property in good
shape, call Caffrey Tree & Land-
scape” at (908) 889-6584.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Historical Society to Hear
Story of B24 Crash Survivor
WESTFIELD – “A Survivor of a

B24 Liberator Bomber Crash into
the Zuider Zee During World War
II” will be the topic of Ed Wittke as
he relates the story of his cousin,
Charles E. Taylor, at the next First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society. The
luncheon will take place at noon on
April 3 at the Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield
Avenue, Westfield.

Mr. Wittke’s presentation will re-
call two phases in the military life
of his cousin and will cover a span
of over 30 years. In the first part, he
will discuss Mr. Taylor’s early life
as a native of Westfield and then
trace his military career from the
time he was inducted into the ser-
vice in April of 1942 until Decem-
ber 22, 1943, when First Lieutenant
Taylor, co-pilot of a B24H Libera-
tor Bomber, after returning from a
bombing mission over Germany,
was shot down over the Nether-
lands. The bomber crashed into the
Zuider Zee (Ijsselmeer), leaving
him the sole survivor and a German
prisoner of war for the next 17
months until the end of the war in
Europe liberated him.

In the second part of Mr. Wittke’s
presentation, he will tell how in
1975 – 32 years later – Mr. Taylor,
now married with four children and
working for AT&T, heard from the
Dutch government that his bomber
had been discovered and identified
by its serial number. Mr. Taylor was
there when the bodies of five of his
crew were removed. In an emo-
tional farewell, he and his wife laid
memorial flowers on the graves of
his crewmen.

Mr. Wittke, a trustee and the
Society’s archivist, is a native of
Westfield. He graduated from
Westfield High School and Stevens
Institute of Technology and was
commissioned an Ensign before the
end of World War II. He retired in
1988 as vice-president of engineer-
ing from the Wallace and Tiernan
Corporation after 42 years with the
firm.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by calling (908) 233-2930
by noon on Monday, April 1. The
cost is $25 for members and $30 for
non-members.

HELPING TO HEAL…Imagine, A Center for Coping With Loss, recently
trained new volunteer facilitators and will hold another training session in April.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Top row, Mary Robinson, executive director;
Maria Boyes, Westfield; Anne Karp, Scotch Plains; Judi Laganga, Roselle Park;
Dan Balassone, Westfield; Fran Monteleone, Scotch Plains, and Connie Palmer,
clinical and training director, and bottom row, Mandi Zucker, program director;
Lisa Sharkey, Westfield; Kathy Sosnowski, Westfield; Lori Lerner, Maplewood;
Christine Bertoni, Westfield; Susan Kavscak, Edison, and Jill Sawers, Westfield.

Imagine Offers Training
For Volunteer Facilitators

WESTFIELD – Imagine, A Cen-
ter for Coping with Loss recently
trained 11 new volunteer facilita-
tors. These volunteers will each co-
facilitate a bi-monthly, peer-sup-
port group for children and adults
who are mourning the loss of a
family member. The next facilitator
training will take place Friday
through Monday, April 5 to 8, from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Imagine is
located at One East Broad Street in
Westfield.

The experiential training is com-
pleted over a four-day, 32-hour work-
shop that explores how to actively
listen to group members. Future fa-
cilitators also are encouraged to ex-
plore their own loss history in order
to assure that they take good care of
themselves and are prepared to offer
the support that participants need.
For more information, or if inter-
ested in participating, contact
mandi@imaginenj.org or call (908)
264-3100.

Maundy Thursday
March 28, 7:30 p.m.
Candlelight service of

Scripture, hymns and Communion

Visitors are Always Welcome!

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ  07090
(908) 233-2494

www.fccofwestfield.org

Member, the United Church of Christ.
The sanctuary is accessible by a wheelchair ramp.

Infrared listening devices are available for the hearing impaired.

Good Friday
March 29, 7:30 p.m.

Service of Meditation and Reflection
in Patton Auditorium

Easter Sunday
March 31, 9 and 11 a.m.

Music for organ and brass by Widor and Handel
One-room schoolhouse and infant care at both services

Coffee hour at 10 a.m.

Celebrate Holy Week at

First Congregational Church

  
APRIL 2013 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sunday  1:00 - 5:00 pm 

Friends of the Library Book Sale April 17-20 
Check website at www.wmlnj.org for details 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for all registration information) 

4/6 10:00 am Computer Class: Prezi (Advanced) 

4/6  2:00 pm Poetry and Painting Workshop by Joy Cabanos 

4/8 10:00 am Computer Class: Advanced Word Using the Page 
Layout and Review Ribbon 

4/8 2:00 & 6:30 
pm Language: English 

4/24  7:00 pm  

4/26   1:30 pm  

4/2, 9, 16 10:30 am 
or 1:00 pm 

 

4/3, 10, 17 10:30 am  

4/3 or 4/4  6:30 pm LEGO Club (Grades 1-5) 

4/4, 11, 18 10:30 am  

4/5, 12, 19 10:30 am  

4/5  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids (must know how to play) 

4/7  2:00 pm Grupo ñ Spanish Language Storytime.  
Up to 6 years.  

4/10  6:45 pm Scavenger Hunt (Grades 2-5) 

4/19  3:45 pm Puppets & Stories (Grades K and up) 

Mr. Bramnick to Be Featured
N.J. Law Journal Speaker

SCOTCH PLAINS – Certified
civil trial attorney Jon Bramnick
has been asked to speak at semi-
nars to other lawyers on behalf of
the New Jersey Law Journal. Mr.
Bramnick will provide 100 tips for
the civil lawyer after practicing
law for 35 years. Mr. Bramnick
heads up the Scotch Plains law
firm of Bramnick, Rodriquez,
Mitterhoff, Grabas and Woodruff,
a 12-lawyer firm established in
1984.

Mr. Bramnick is the former presi-
dent of the Richard J. Hughes Inn
of Court that was established to

train new lawyers on how to try
cases. He recently was awarded
the Governor Meynor Award for
advocacy on behalf of the New
Jersey State Bar Association and
was previously presented with
Union County’s Professional At-
torney of the Year Award by the
Union County Bar Association.

The seminars will be held in
Mount Laurel, Florham Park and
Edison and continuing legal edu-
cation for lawyers is available.

Further information can be ob-
tained by contacting the New Jer-
sey Law Journal directly.

AARP Chapter Posts
Meeting For Monday
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

AARP Chapter No. 4137 will meet
on Monday, April 1, at 1 p.m. at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

Heather Marino, a registered dieti-
cian employed with the Garwood
ShopRite, will be the guest speaker.
During her presentation, entitled
“Cooking Solo,” she will talk about
how people can make the most of
their time, money and food. She will
demonstrate healthy cooking for two
and also for one.

The chapter’s business meeting will
follow the presentation. The meeting
will conclude with refreshments and
fellowship. The chapter always wel-
comes new members. Interested per-
sons are invited to attend Monday’s
meeting.

Chapter members are encouraged
to continue their support of the
Westfield Food Pantry. In addition to
non-perishable food items, also
needed are personal items such as
toothpaste and brushes, shampoo,
soap and tissues.

Presbyterian Church
Plans Blood Drive

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will conduct its spring
blood drive on Saturday, April 6, from
7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the New Jersey
Blood Services Donor Center. The
center is located at 2279 South Av-
enue in Scotch Plains, about one mile
east of the Fanwood Train Station.

There is a great need for all blood
types and plasma donations. Refresh-
ments will be available for all pre-
senting donors. For an appointment,
contact Debbie Glover at (908) 822-
2242 or aglov1120@aol.com. Walk-
ins also will be welcome.

Needle Nite Session
To Be Held April 5

FANWOOD – The monthly Needle
Nite program at the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will take place on
Friday, April 5, at 7:30 p.m. in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

Last month, knitters and those who
crochet sent a large donation of hats,
booties and blankets for the new-
borns at Newark Beth Israel Hospi-
tal. The Seafarers “Christmas at Sea”
project received a bag of hats and
scarves and 75 “Ditty” Bags made
through a joint effort with the quilters.
Forty quilts will be donated this month
to Children’s Specialized Hospital,
the year’s effort from the quilters.

During the April meeting, the
quilters will work on the “Jelly Roll
Race” quilts.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
e-mail requests to
needlenite@fanwoodpc.org. For
further information about these
projects or directions to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891,
e-mail fanwoodpress@erols.com or
visit fanwoodpc.org.

Probitas Verus Honos

Garden Club of Westfield
Reveals Awards, Activities

WESTFIELD – The Garden Club
of Westfield has announced awards
members recently received, as well
as upcoming meetings and other ac-
tivities.

Ruth Paul, a member of the Gar-
den Club of Westfield, was honored
with multiple major awards at the
Garden Club of New Jersey’s An-
nual Standard flower show held at
the New Jersey Convention Center
in February.

She won a blue ribbon for her “Pros-
trate” (Plum View) and the National
Garden Club Award, the Aboreal
Award, for the highest scoring entry
in the cut trees and shrubs section in
the Horticultural Division of the Stan-
dard flower show, a rosette of green
ribbons in two shades.

She also received a blue ribbon for
her Pathos Neon and red ribbons for
her miniature design and her exhibi-
tion table type.

A past president of the New Jersey
Garden Club and the Garden Club of
Westfield, Mrs. Paul is an accredited
master judge for flower shows and

landscape design and a gardening
consultant.

Fellow Garden Club member Betty
List also was honored with two red
ribbons for her Draceana Varigata
and Sage Palm household plants.

Future meetings of the Garden Club
of Westfield have been scheduled. On
Tuesday, April 9, Janet Schulz will
discuss “How to Plant Containers.”
On Tuesday, May 14, Jeff Van Pelt,
supervisor of the van der Groot rose
garden in Somerset, will describe the
many varieties of shrub roses.

Gardeners interested in these pro-
grams, which will be held at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, are
invited to attend. Interested persons
are asked to call Jane Curtis, presi-
dent, at (908) 232-5795.

The Garden Club of Westfield is
planning to celebrate its 90th anni-
versary at a gala luncheon at Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield on
Thursday, April 25. The club will
conclude this year’s programs with
its annual meeting and luncheon on
Tuesday, June 11.
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Presbyterian Church Begins
Holy Week Services Tonight
WESTFIELD – In observation of

Holy Week, the ministerial staff and
congregation of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield invite members
of the community to participate in
special worship services beginning
tonight, Holy Thursday, March 28.

Maundy Thursday communion
will be offered this evening at a
7:30 p.m. service in the Sanctuary.
Music by the church’s Chancel
Choir also will be featured.

Good Friday will be commemo-
rated tomorrow, March 29, during
two services. The Service of Nails
on the Cross will be held at noon in
the Chapel and will provide an op-
portunity for meditation on Christ’s
death. Participants will be invited
to hammer a nail into a wooden
cross in the Chapel as part of the
worship experience.

In the Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m., the
service known as Tenebrae will fea-
ture the Chancel Choir and profes-
sional soloists presenting the Theodore
Dubois piece “Seven Last Words of

Christ” as an integrated part of the
night. “Tenebrae” means “darkness”
or “shadows” in Latin. Throughout
the night, the lights in the Sanctuary
are lowered into darkness.

On Easter Sunday, March 31, two
worship services will be presented, at
9 and 11 a.m., in the Sanctuary. The
Chancel Choir and a professional
brass ensemble will offer joyful mu-
sic to celebrate the risen Savior. Be-
tween the services, the Deacons will
serve an Easter breakfast from 9:30
to 11 a.m. in Assembly Hall.

Located at 140 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, the church is served
by three ministers: the Reverend
Dr. Raymond Roberts, the Rever-
end Michael Samson and the Rev-
erend Emily Wilmarth.

The public is invited to attend all
of the services. For more informa-
tion about the Easter schedule or
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, call the office at (908)
233-0301 during business hours or
visit westfieldpc.org.

Author to Speak at Temple
On Israel’s Right to Exist

SCOTCH PLAINS – Author
Michael Curtis will present “Should
Israel Exist? A Sovereign Nation
Under Attack by the International
Community” on Sunday, April 14,
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at Congrega-
tion Beth Israel. This lecture will be
free and open to the public. Light
refreshments will be served.

Sponsoring the event will be Con-
gregation Beth Israel’s Adult Educa-
tion Committee and The Israel Sup-
port Committee of Congregation Beth

Israel; Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael,
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah, Temple
Beth El/Mekor Chayim, Temple
Emanu-El and Temple Sholom.

Mr. Curtis is a Distinguished Pro-
fessor Emeritus of political science
at Rutgers University. He is highly
regarded as an expert in multiple
fields, including political theory, com-
parative government, European poli-
tics and the Middle East. An activist
as well as a scholar, he has served as
the president of American Professors
for Peace in the Middle East and
editor of the Middle East Review.

In his 2012 book, “Should Israel
Exist?”, Mr. Curtis discusses how
attitudes, lies and false dealings
within the international community
are used against Israel. He also sug-
gests that these dealings do not only
have an impact on Israel but, rather,
on the whole Western democratic
world. The author will sign books
after his presentation.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, at the
corner of Martine Avenue, in
Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion, call the synagogue office at
(908) 889-1830.

Fishers Welcome
Daughter, Elaine

Michael and Heather Fisher of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Elaine Arleen
Fisher, on Wednesday, March 13,
2013, at 8:13 a.m. at Overlook Medi-
cal Center in Summit.

Lanie weighed 8 pounds and 4
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth. She joins her brothers,
Michael, age 5, Matthew, age 4, and
Brian, age 2.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Jay and Arleen Post, formerly of
Westfield, currently residing in
Mountainside. Helen Fisher of
Westfield is her paternal grandmother.

MR. AND MRS. KEVIN JAMES DEVANEY
(She is the former Ms. Emma Kruger)

Kevin Devaney Weds
Ms. Emma Kruger

Michael and Susan Devaney of
Westfield have announced the mar-
riage of their son, Kevin James
Devaney, to Ms. Emma Catherine
Kruger, daughter of Dr. Gerard and
Virginia Kruger of Lakeville, Conn.

The bride and groom were mar-
ried on Saturday, September 15,
2012, during a Nuptial Mass at St.
Bernard Church in Sharon, Conn.

Jeffrey Perrella of Westfield, a life-
long friend of the groom, was the
best man, and the bride’s sister, Molly
Kruger Naples, was the maid of
honor. The groom’s brothers, Sean
Devaney and Ian Devaney, were
groomsmen, as well as Jacob
Lazarowitz and Patrick Daurio, also
from Westfield. Peter Smith, Corey
Thomas and the bride’s brothers,
Daniel Kruger and Timothy Kruger,
also were groomsmen.

Jennie Berman and Meg Driscoll of
Westfield were bridesmaids, as well
as Brianna Belter, Lobna Elsarafy,
Brittni Wellersdick, Casey Mohring,
Emeile Gold and Anni Ylagan.

The groom graduated from
Westfield High School in 2006. The
bride and groom graduated from The
George Washington University in
2010. The groom was commissioned
into the U.S. Army from Georgetown
R.O.T.C. upon graduation. He now
serves as a first lieutenant with the
2nd Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regi-
ment, 10th Mountain Division and
currently is deployed to Afghanistan.

The couple lives in northern New
York in the Fort Drum area.

Celebrate Easter
MAUNDY THURSDAY

Thursday, March 28
Choral Eucharist at 7:30 P.M.

GOOD FRIDAY

Friday, March 29
Good Friday Liturgy at 12:00 P.M.

with Homily and St. Paul’s Parish Choir

Children’s Service at 3:30 P.M.

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER

Saturday, March 30
Holy Eucharist at 7:30 P.M. 

The St. Paul’s Parish Choir

EASTER DAY

Sunday, March 31
Holy Eucharist (Rite I) at 7:45 A.M.

Children’s Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

with Children’s Choirs, Members of The Parish Choir, Brass & Percussion

Holy Eucharist (Rite II) at 11:15 A.M.

with Sermon by the Rector,
The St. Paul’s Parish Choir
Brass Quintet & Percussion

Featuring works of Widor, Handel, Nestor & Proulx

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, Rector
The Rev’d Nathan Ritter, Curate

Charles M. Banks, Director of Music

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street - Westfield, New Jersey

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10 or www.stpaulswestfield.org

at St. Paul’s

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DATE     SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2013  
TIME     9 AM – 1 PM  

LOCATION    
 

SHORT HILLS HILTON 
41 JFK PARKWAY, SHORT HILLS, NJ  

TO REGISTER:      Phone (973) 403-1100 x 342 
 E-Mail bmaglin@weinerlesniak.com 
 Website www.weinerlesniak.com 

Salvatore A. Simeone, Esq. 
Chair, Matrimonial Department 

Weiner Lesniak LLP 

Certified Matrimonial Law Attorney 

Has earned the prestigious award of “Super 
Lawyer” for the past seven years 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
629 Parsippany Road, Parsippany, New Jersey 

973.403.1100 

John M. Loalbo, Esq. 
Chair, Trusts and Estates Department 

Weiner Lesniak LLP 

Recognized as one of New Jersey’s leading 
probate litigators and Wealth Transfer 

Tax Planners 

Understanding 
The 

Divorce Process 
Accomplished attorneys guide you through all 
aspects of the process of divorce - from the 
filing of your complaint through tending to the 
details in your Judgment of Divorce and 
planning for your new future. The seminar will 
address frequently asked questions about 
custody, alimony, parenting time, child support, 
division of property, emancipation and much 
more. 

Estate Planning 
After the 2012 Election 

and Beyond  
A review of Federal Estate and Gift tax law 
changes that have occurred after the 2012 
election along with a discussion of Trust 
and Estate planning, administration and 
litigation from counsel who has both 
substantial Trust and Estate tax experience 
coupled with extensive experience in the 
estate litigation area. 

COMPLIMENTARY SEMINAR FEATURING: 

DADATETE SATURDAY APRIL 6 2013DATE

Jerome N. Pasichow, CLU - Michael S. Shapiro of Strategies of Wealth 
FINANCIAL BALANCE – UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF FINANCAL BALANCE IN THE CREATION, 

ENJOYMENT AND TRANSFER OF WEALTH 
 Jerome Pasichow is a Registered Representative and Financial Advisor of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS) supervised from 140 

Broadway, New York, NY 10005 212-701-7900. Securities products/services and advisory services are offered by PAS, a Registered 
Investment Advisor and broker-dealer. Jerome Pasichow and Michael Shapiro are Financial Representatives of The Guardian Life 

Insurance Company of America (Guardian), New York, NY. Strategies for Wealth is not an affiliate or subsidiary of Guardian. 
Guardian, its subsidiaries, agents or employees do not give tax or legal advice. You should consult your tax or legal advisor regarding 

your individual situation. Not practicing for Guardian or any subsidiaries or affiliates thereof.   PAS is a member FINRA, SIPC. 

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Westfield Lions to Present
Egg Hunt This Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Lions Club of
Westfield will hold its 78th annual
Easter Egg Hunt in Mindowaskin Park
this Saturday, March 30, at 1 p.m. for
Westfield children up to age 7.

Participants and their parents are
asked to assemble in the park by 12:45
p.m., as the hunt will start precisely at
1 p.m., weather permitting.

There will be three age-appro-
priate areas set aside for the chil-
dren: toddlers to age 3; 4- and 5-
year-olds, and 6- and 7-year-olds.

More than 1,200 plastic eggs will
be hidden in the area by the play-
ground area and the lawn bounded
by North Euclid Avenue.

The gazebo area that has been
the site for the hunt since 1936 will
not be used – for this year only –
due to work on the lawn there.

Many of the plastic eggs will
contain coupons for prizes donated
by town merchants and which may
be redeemed at their stores. Imme-
diately after the hunt, complimen-
tary bags containing gourmet
jellybeans will be distributed to
the children.

The Easter Bunny will be avail-
able from noon on for pictures with
the children. Parents are invited to
bring their own cameras.

Voluntary donations will be ac-
cepted to help defray the costs of the
hunt. In the event of poor weather
conditions, there will not be a rain
date. Instead, the Lions will hand
out jellybeans, plastic eggs and prize
coupons under a tent in the parking
area by the North Euclid entrance,
as well as having the Easter Bunny
available there for photographs.

The Lions Club extends its ap-

preciation to Police Chief David
Wayman and to Town Administra-
tor James Gildea for their assis-
tance with the hunt.

This year’s hunt will be under
the aegis of Lions President Kirsten
Zellner, along with members
Alberta Ryan and Mike Gordeuk.

Lions Clubs International is a
service club dedicated to sight con-
servation and assistance to the sight
and hearing impaired worldwide.

The Westfield Lions Club would
like to hear from anyone who has
pictures from the early years of the
hunt, which started in 1936. The
club may be contacted at: Westfield
Lions Club, P.O. Box 572, Westfield,
N.J. 07091.

Workshop to Feature
Poetry and Painting

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a work-
shop on the synergy of poetry and
painting on Saturday, April 6, begin-
ning at 2 p.m. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Artist and poet Joy Ann Cabanos of
Westfield will present an afternoon of
experiencing color and expression
through poetry and watercolor paint-
ing. Participants are encouraged to
bring a favorite poem featuring imag-
ery they would enjoy sharing with the
group. They also will create a water-
color painting inspired by poetry.

Ms. Cabanos has exhibited her work
locally, including at the library, as well
as internationally. Her poems have
been published in SubtleTea.com and
Exit 13 Magazine. She is a member of
the Contemporary Art Group and
teaches art privately and at the
Westfield Adult School.

This program will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, visit the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Calendar tab, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension 0.

www.goleader.com
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13000707

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-40473-09

Plaintiff: WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: SARGRAM PARTNERS, LLC,

ZLW ENTERPRISES, INC, d/b/a RAAGINI RES-
TAURANT, ASHA MITTAL, and HARMESH K.
MITTAL

Sale Date: 04/10/2013
Writ of Execution: 10/10/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Forty-One Thousand Six Hundred Ninety-Four
and 09/100*** $841,694.09.

Description
Address: 1085 U.S. Highway 22, Mountainside,

New Jersey, Borough of Mountainside, County
of Union

Being Block 23, Lot 15
ALL THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL

OF LAND, situated, lying and being in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, County of Union, State of
New Jersey, more particularly described as fol-
lows:

BEGINNING at a point on the Southeasterly
line of Route No. 22 East marking the dividing
line between lands n/f Carlbon and lands n/f
DeCarlo; and running thence

(1) South 38 degrees 02 minutes East, a
distance of 157.48 feet; thence

(2) North 49 degrees 47 minutes East, a dis-
tance of 195.86 feet to the Southwesterly line of
Mill Lane; thence

(3) Along the Southwesterly line of Mill Lane,
North 40 degrees 13 minutes West, a distance of
122.06 feet; thence

(4) Along a curve to the left with a radius of 25.0
feet, an arc distance of 38.32 feet; thence

(5) North 38 degrees 02 minutes West, a
distance of 4.0 feet to the Southeasterly line of
Route No. 22 East; thence

(6) Along the Southeasterly line of Route 22
East, South 51 degrees 58 minutes West, a
distance of 166.09 feet to the point and place of
beginning.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Fifty-Four Thou-
sand Two Hundred Six and 45/100***
$1,054,206.45 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ROSNER NOCERA & RAGONE - ATTORNEYS
4105 U.S. HIGHWAY 1 - SUITE 16
MONMOUTH JUNCTION, NJ 08852-2157
(609) 520-9060
4 T - 03/14, 03/21, 03/28
& 04/04/13 Fee: $214.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13000944

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-005513-11

Plaintiff: HUDSON CITY SAVINGS BANK, A
FEDERALLY CHARTERED SAVINGS BANK

VS.
Defendant: PETER BUSCH A/K/A PETER E.

BUSCH AND LAURA A. BASCOM N/K/A LAURA
A. BUSCH HIS WIFE; BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.

Sale Date: 04/24/2013
Writ of Execution: 11/27/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-Four
and 75/100*** $265,294.75.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New
Jersey, being Tax Lot 10 in Block 11201 on the
Official Tax Map of the Township of Scotch
Plains, and also commonly known as 902
Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 (Taxed as: 2165 Shackamaxon Drive,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076). The dimen-
sions of the premises are approximately 107.30
feet by 170.58 feet by 138.78 feet by 148.25 feet
by 28.98 feet. The property is located approxi-
mately 17.70 feet from the intersection of Lam-
berts Mill Road and the Southwesterly side of
Shackamaxon Drive. This description does not
constitute a full legal description of the premises
and a full legal description of the premises can be
found in the Office of the Sheriff of the County of
Union.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy-Three
Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-Six and 87/100***
$273,636.87 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
DIEFFENBACH, WITT & BIRCHBY
WEST 100 CENTURY ROAD
PO BOX 9
PARAMUS, NEW JERSEY 07653-0009
4 T - 03/28, 04/04, 04/11
& 04/18/13 Fee: $

– Obituaries –
Billie Jane Schmitt, 95, Parishioner;
Had Been Piano and Organ Teacher

Billie Jane Schmitt, 95, passed
away on Sunday, March
24,  2013,  at  Father
Hudson Center for Hope
and Hospice in Elizabeth.

Born in Patoka, Ind.,
she taught piano and or-
gan in Kokomo, Ind. for
many years. She later re-
sided in Palmetto, Fla. for
10 years before moving
to Cranford. She was a
parishioner at  St .
Michael’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Cranford.

Mrs. Schmitt was predeceased
by her husband, Richard Schmitt.

Surviving are her daughter, Jane
Ann Ripperger of Spring-
field; her grandchildren,
John Ripperger and his
wife, Lisa, Tom Ripperger
and his wife, Beth, Ellen
Bernholz and her hus-
band,  Ryan,  al l  of
Westfield,  and Susan
Davitz of Danville, Calif.;
and her great-grandchil-
dren, Kimberly, Kyle,
Lindsay, Owen, Brett,
Erica,  Jessica, Kyra,

Ryder and Emma.
March 28, 2013

Billie Jane Schmitt

POLICE BLOTTER

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

IHM Plans to Host Novena,
Conference on Divine Mercy
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Im-

maculate Heart of Mary Parish will
host a Novena and Regional Con-
ference centered on the Catholic
teaching of Divine Mercy. The Con-
ference, featuring speakers and
scholars, will begin on Monday,
April 1, at 7 p.m. and continue
through Saturday, April 6. All events
will be free and open to all.

The Divine Mercy message and
devotion was first revealed to Saint
Faustina Kowalska of Poland in the
early 20th century. The message is
summarized in terms of requesting
mercy, offering mercy to others and
complete trust. Pope John Paul II
formally affirmed this message in
1981.

Leading into the Conference will
be a recitation of the Divine Mercy
Chaplet of Prayers on each of the
three days of the Easter Triduum:
Good Friday, March 29, at 3 p.m.
prior to Stations of the Cross; Holy
Saturday, March 30, at 10 a.m. and
Easter Sunday, March 31, at 1 p.m.
following the noon Mass.

The week of April 1 to 6 will
feature a recitation of the Divine
Mercy Novena each evening at 7
p.m., and speakers focusing on vari-
ous aspects of Divine Mercy. On
April 1, Father Kaz Chwalek will
speak on the “Mercy Mission”; he
will follow on April 2 with “Mercy
in the ‘Year of Faith’.” Matt Lozano,
whose various ministries have in-
cluded the Catholic “LifeTeen” out-
reach, will speak April 3 on “Un-
binding Our Past.”

IHM will welcome Brother
Damiano Maria Vaissade on Thurs-
day, April 4, to speak on “Mercy
Here and Now.” On Friday, April 5,
Deacon Vincent Ricciardi will speak
on “Mercy and Purgatory,” while
the program for Saturday, April 6,
will address “Divine Mercy and
Sacramental Reconciliation.”

The series of events will con-
clude with a special celebration on
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 7, be-
ginning at 2 p.m. It will encompass
a program of inspirational music, a
recitation of the Divine Mercy
Chaplet of prayers in song, a talk by
IHM Pastor William Halbing and a
celebration of Mass, followed by a
potluck dinner for all.

IHM is located at 1571 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For addi-
tional information, or to contribute to
the potluck dinner on April 7, contact
Deacon Tim Kennedy through the
IHM Parish Office at (908) 889-2100,
extension no. 22, or via e-mail at
dcntim@comcast.net.

Fourth Annual Car Show
On Tap at Hetfield House

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Historic Restoration
Committee will sponsor the fourth
annual car show on Sunday, April 14,
from noon to 3 p.m. at the Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House, located on
Constitution Plaza in Mountainside.

Entitled “History’s Wheels, The
Fourth Dimension,” the event also is
expected to include such fare as
hotdogs, pretzels and popcorn from a
catered truck.

Registration is $10 per car, and sug-
gested $3 per spectator. Children may
attend for free. Car registration covers
all passengers. All proceeds will sup-
port Hetfield House activities.

A People’s Choice trophy will be

awarded, but there will be no formal
judging. “This is designed as a casual
car show, meant to be enjoyed as a
low-key viewer sport, showing off the
variety and splendor of classic and
vintage automobiles, one vote only
per visitor,” said event organizer Don
Jeka. “If last year is any indication,
we’ll have over 30 cars on display.”

The Mountainside Restoration Com-
mittee is a committee of volunteers
governed by the Borough of
Mountainside. Its purpose is to main-
tain the Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
and collect and save historic informa-
tion and items from destruction. For
further information, call (908) 789-
9420 or go to mountainsidehistory.org.

Maria Fleming, 47, Author and Editor;
Was Advocate For Social Justice

Maria P. Fleming, 47, passed away
on Friday, March 22, 2013, at her
home.

Maria was born in Rockville Cen-
ter, N.Y. and received her Bachelor of
Arts from Rutgers University. She
became an accomplished freelance
writer and editor. Maria wrote
children’s poetry and books, and ed-
ited publications for children and
teachers.

Her emphasis and passion was on
developing and writing books and
ancillary materials to promote early
literacy for the elementary education
level. Maria authored the award-win-
ning, best selling “Alphatales,” a 26-
book boxed set. She also penned “Sci-
ence Poems: 25 Poems That Teach
Key Science Concepts and Boost
Reading Skills.”

Additionally she wrote and edited
articles for numerous educational and
instructional publications, including
Scholastic, Wright Group, Silver
Burdett, Time for Kids and Sesame
Workshop.

Maria was an avid reader. She was

deeply interested in politics and a
strong advocate for social justice. By
far, though, her greatest passion and
greatest devotion was to her seven
nieces and nephews.

Predeceased by her parents, Daniel
J. and Emily C. Fleming, Maria is
survived by her loving siblings,
Daniel Fleming, Mary Ellen Fleming,
Peter Fleming, Catherine Bair and
her husband, Jeffrey, and Rebecca
Higgins and her husband, Peter; her
beloved nieces and nephews, Daniel,
James and Brendan Bair and
Catherine, Jane, Quinn and Michael
Higgins; her aunt and uncle, Jeanette
and Denis Fleming; her aunt, Marietta
Barnes, and many cousins.

Funeral services were held pri-
vately under the direction of the Saul
Colonial Home, 3795 Nottingham
Way, Hamilton Square. Contributions
may be made in Maria’s memory to
Doctors Without Borders USA, P.O.
Box 5030, Hagerstown, Md. 21741-
5030.
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FANWOOD OF YESTERDAY…The Fanwood Historic Preservation Commis-
sion invites area residents to bring their old photographs of Fanwood to the
Fanwood Museum on Sunday, April 7, from 2 to 4 p.m. to either share with their
neighbors for the day or donate to the museum. Pictured is the Fanwood
Women’s Club circa 1950.

Vintage Fanwood Photos
Sought at Museum Event

FANWOOD – The Fanwood His-
toric Preservation Commission will
stage a Fanwood Photo “Share Or
Drop” event on Sunday, April 7,
between 2 and 4 p.m. at the Fanwood
Museum, located on the lower level
of the historic Fanwood Railroad
Station.

Area residents are invited to bring
their old photographs of Fanwood to
share with their neighbors that day
or, if they wish, they may donate
them to the museum so that others
may enjoy them in the future.

The commission is particularly
looking for historical and noteworthy
photographs, pictures of buildings that
no longer exist, changes in architec-
ture, old roads, significant borough
events or other prominent images.

Interesting pictures of Hurricane
Sandy, Fanwood parades, or other sig-
nificant events in Fanwood from any
era or time period will be welcome.

Those with digital photos or previ-
ously scanned photos they would like
to share may bring a CD or a DVD
with their pictures and they will be
displayed at the museum for others to
enjoy during the two-hour program.

The commission would be
pleased to retain a copy of digital or
scanned photographs for its perma-
nent museum collection. Physical
contributions as well as electronic
media will be marked and archived,
noting the name and address of the
donors. For more information, visit
fanwoodnj.org/departments/his-
toric preservation.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Westfield
Wednesday, March 20, Gregory L.

Avena, 33, and Nicholas S. Derosa,
25, both of Westfield, were arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at
Boulevard and Park Street and
charged with possession of a Con-
trolled Dangerous Substance (CDS)/
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. Both were released on their
own recognizance with summonses
pending an April 4 court date.

Wednesday, March 20, Kemper
Lewis, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the
600 block of West South Avenue.
According to police, Lewis gave of-
ficers false information in an attempt
to avoid arrest on a warrant from
Union for $500. As for the hindering
apprehension charge out of Westfield,
bail was set at $2,500. Lewis posted
full bail and was released.

Thursday, March 21, Noel Reyes,
21, of North Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the
600 block of West South Avenue on
an outstanding Mountainside war-
rant. Reyes posted $89 bail and was
released.

Thursday, March 21, Jacoba Smith,
29, of Edison was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop on the 600 block
of West North Avenue on an out-
standing Metuchen warrant. Smith
posted $89 bail and was released.

Thursday, March 21, a resident of
the 400 block of Kimball Turn re-
ported a burglary at the residence
that occurred between 7:45 a.m. and
7:20 p.m. According to police, one
or more suspects entered the resi-
dence by prying open a first-floor
window. Multiple drawers in the
master bedroom were found rum-
maged through. At the time of the
report, it was unknown what items
were taken.

Friday, March 22, Kevin M. Purdy,
21, of Westfield responded to police
headquarters to satisfy an active traf-
fic warrant from Garwood. He was
processed and released after posting
$89 bail.

Saturday, March 23, Jerome J.
Coleman, 27, of Roselle was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop
in the area of East South Avenue
and Cacciola Place. During further
investigation, officers located sus-
pected marijuana in the vehicle
Coleman was operating, according
to police. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
issued summonses for possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana,
possession of marijuana in a motor
vehicle and maintenance of lamps.
He was released with a pending
court date in Westfield Municipal
Court.

Saturday, March 23, Gregory L.
Banks, 30, of Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop in the
area of 600 West South Avenue. Fur-
ther investigation revealed a criminal
warrant from Elizabeth. Banks was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
$188 cash bail.

Sunday, March 24, Zachery J.
Binko, 24, of Mountainside was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after the investi-
gation of a motor vehicle accident in
the area of West Dudley Avenue and
Prospect Street. Additionally, he was
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana,

possession of drug paraphernalia,
possession of certain prescription
drugs and possession of fireworks.
He was processed at police head-
quarters and released to a responsible
adult.

Monday, March 25, Ana Nunes,
37, of Perth Amboy was arrested at
the Middlesex County jail on an out-
standing Westfield warrant. She was
unable to post $600 bail and was
committed to the Union County jail.
Nunes also was wanted on warrants
from Linden, for $565, and Hillside,
for $79.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 19, Chavone

Richardson, 34, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on the 20 block of South Avenue for
active warrants out of Fanwood and
Atlantic City. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Tuesday, March 19, Devin Austin,
22, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and Mary Lane on an active
warrant out of Rahway. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, March 21, Luthern
Carter, 34, of Jersey City was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue and charged with
driving under the influence (DUI)
and an outstanding warrant out of
Secaucus. According to police, while
the officer was speaking to Carter, he
noticed his eyes were droopy and
bloodshot and his movements were
very slow, at which time he asked
Carter to step out of the vehicle to
perform some field sobriety tests,
which he failed. He was processed
and picked up by the Secaucus Police
Department.

Friday, March 22, an individual
reported that he had parked his motor
vehicle on the 200 block of South
Avenue and that when he returned,
his tire, valued at $200, had been
slashed.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, March 21, Scott B.

Turchin, Jr., 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop.

Thursday, March 21, Nicole C.
Brooks, 27, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop. Brooks also had a war-
rant for her arrest from another juris-
diction.

Friday, March 22, a resident of
Redwood Road reported that a GPS
unit was stolen from her unlocked
motor vehicle sometime between
March 10 and March 20.

Friday, March 22, Raquan
Southerland, 18, of South Plainfield
was arrested on an outstanding war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop.

Saturday, March 23, Brian Sierra,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
a warrant after turning himself in at
police headquarters.

Sunday, March 24, Christopher M.
Eegregorio, 35, of Linden was ar-
rested on a warrant after a motor
vehicle stop.

Sunday, March 24, Sherry Free-
man, 37, of Plainfield was arrested
on multiple warrants and also charged
with hindering apprehension.

Rahway AARP Sets
Casino Trip Date

AREA – The Rahway AARP chap-
ter will offer its monthly trip to Atlan-
tic City’s Showboat Casino next
Thursday, April 4. The cost is $24
with a $25 cash voucher. The bus will
leave at 8:30 a.m. and return at 6:30
p.m. To reserve a spot, call Irene at
(732) 499-7740.
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Deerfield Students Study
Force and Motion

MOUNTAINSIDE — Eighth
graders at Deerfield School in
Mountainside have been studying
force and motion with their science
teacher, Sue Goracy. Using what they
had learned about impulse, the
change in momentum of an object,
the students designed landing pads
to safely catch a raw egg from ever-
increasing heights, using only 10
sheets of printer paper and one meter
of masking tape. The key was to
slow down the egg, changing its
momentum over a longer period of
time and thus decreasing the force
applied to the egg.

This year’s most successful de-
sign was constructed by Kian
Monaghan and Mikey Perrotta from
Period 7, catching an egg safely from
a height of nearly four meters.

The students also put their knowl-
edge of fluid forces to the test. After
learning that the buoyant force is
equal to the weight of the displaced
fluid (Archimedes’ Principle), stu-
dents designed boats made out of
one square foot of aluminum foil.
Finished products were placed in a
fish tank and aluminum weights were
added one at a time until the boats

sank. The most successful boats dis-
placed the most water and stayed
afloat with the most weight on board.

This year’s winners were Greg
Federico and Nick Sepe from Period
4, whose boat held a whopping 640
grams before it took on water.

EGGCELLENT...This year’s most suc-
cessful egg drop design was constructed
by Kian Monaghan and Mikey Perrotta
catching an egg safely from a height of
nearly four meters.

FLOATING FOIL...Deerfield School students designed boats made out of one
square foot of aluminum foil. Finished products were placed in a fish tank and
aluminum weights were added one at a time until the boats sank. The most
successful boats displaced the most water and stayed afloat with the most weight
on board. This year’s winners were Greg Federico and Nick Sepe, whose boat held
640 grams before it took on water.

Tamaques Reading Marathon
Benefits Library, Sandy Victims

WESTFIELD — Tamaques Elemen-
tary School in Westfield held a Reading
Marathon fundraiser this March, with a
goal of raising $3,500 to purchase books
for the Tamaques library and to assist
Union Beach Memorial School after
damage sustained from Hurricane
Sandy. The students far surpassed the
goal and the records of previous years.
Tamaques students read a total of
378,000 minutes and raised $10,500.

For the marathon, students in all
grades logged how many minutes they
read or were read to each day, and
teachers logged the class’ progress.
Students asked sponsors to pledge funds
towards their reading accomplishments.
At the completion of the marathon,
students who raised the most amount
of money and who read the most min-
utes were recognized at a special school
assembly and attended their own pri-
vate assembly with Snakes-N-Scales, a
group that rescues reptiles and edu-
cates children about them.

The Reading Marathon Committee,
chaired by Tamaques parent Barbara
Wellnitz, held several events in March
to highlight the marathon and the im-
portance of reading. This included the

second annual Tamaques “PJ Story
Time,” featuring Tamaques teachers
and staff holding a pajama-clad night-
time reading to students, and holding a
used book drive for classroom librar-
ies. Tamaques also hosted the celebrated
children’s author, Elizabeth Levy.

At the conclusion of the reading
marathon on March 18, in a school-
wide assembly, Principal Mike Cullen
revealed a new tiger-themed shaved
and painted hair style, in homage to
the school’s mascot, Tami the Ti-
ger. This was the reward for the
school having met and exceeded its
reading goals. Principal Cullen also
performed a song about reading to
the music of “Call Me Maybe.” His
new hair-style was created at
Kennedy’s All-American Barber
Club on North Avenue.

Principal Cullen noted that while
his new look (albeit temporary) and
musical performance was “definitely
embarrassing...it was worth it to
show the students how proud I am of
their efforts, and how important read-
ing is to me and to the school. He
joked, “I can only imagine what
they come up with next year!”

PRINCIPAL MAKEOVER…Tamaques Elementary School Principal Mike Cullen gets ready for his makeover as
Tamaques mascot, Tami the Tiger, looks on. At left, Mr. Cullen displays his new look outside Kennedy’s Barber Club in
Westfield. Mr. Cullen agreed to the “makeover” to honor students’ reading achievements during this year’s Reading
Marathon, which raised $10,500. Proceeds will help purchase books for the school library and assist Union Beach Memorial
School as it continues to recover from Hurricane Sandy.

77TH REUNION…The Westfield High School Class of 1936 held a “mini” 77th
reunion on March 6 at the Stoneybrook Country Club in Sarasota, Fla. Pictured
are: Jean Hastorf Selvig Doar of Naples, Fla.; Doris Beecher Schaub of Harwich,
Mass.; W. Sherry Haines of Stuart, Fla. and Dan F. Sweet of Newfields, N.H.

Outstanding Intermediate
Teacher Nominations Due

WESTFIELD — The Optimist Club
of Westfield has announced that the
deadline for receipt of nominations for
the 16th annual Intermediate School
Outstanding Teacher Award is Friday,
April 19. Two intermediate school
teachers – one from Edison and one
from Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
– will be chosen to receive the award on
Wednesday, May 8, at an Optimist
dinner and will be honored at a board of
education meeting in June.

Nominations should specify ways in
which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. The nominee must be a
full-time teacher in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools in grades 6-8 for a mini-
mum of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination letters
to: Outstanding Teacher Award Com-
mittee of the Optimist Club of Westfield,
c/o Office of the Superintendent,
Westfield Public Schools, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090. Letters
can also be e-mailed to:

optiaward@westfieldnjk12.org.
The Optimist Club of Westfield also

supports the schools and children
through Project Graduation, the Fresh-
men Service Project, Oratorical Con-
test, Hands-on Science, the Congres-
sional Seminar and Global Environ-
ment Scholarships and as a co-sponsor
for the Halloween Haunted House.

Previous winners of the award from
Edison include: Kristi Houghtaling,
Kristine Smith-Morasso, Robert Sand-
ers, Walter Buda, David Shapiro, Nancy
Rygiel, Gloria White-James, Robert
Hild, Marni Kirschenbaum, Janice
Sheridan, Kathleen Zippler, Teresa
Squillace, David Greer, Alexandra
Boutsikaris, and Michael Altmann.
Roosevelt teachers who have been
honored with the Optimist award in-
clude: Lynne Gerber, Stephanie
Kwiatkowski, Laura Segedin, Frank
Nolde, Walter Buda, Thomas
Reynolds, Wendy Masteller, Jack
Martin, Karen Lust, Linda Vail, Eliza-
beth Scheuerer, Glen Kurz, Jeffrey
Robbins, Dona Panagos, Marc Biunno,
and Denis McMorrow.

SLIMEY SITUATION…John Dobosiewicz, professor at Kean University’s De-
partment of Geology and Meteorology and Washington Elementary School dad,
with his assistant, Washington School mom, Nicole Pedersen, demonstrate how
to make slime at the school’s science fair held March 13.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
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THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com
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LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF
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General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate
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Westfield
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Residential - Commercial - Electrical Contractors

 Whole House Generator Installs
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NJ License #16727         Insured & Bonded          Clark, NJ

908-591-4728    email: tjk374@aol.com

20% Off

R.J.T. Electrical Contractors

Probitas Verus Honos

WHS Class of 1943
Reunion Announced

WESTFIELD – Plans have
been formulated for a 70th re-
union of the Westfield High
School Class of 1943 on Friday,
September 20, and Saturday,
September 21.

A get-together will be held at
the Best Western Hotel in
Westfield on Friday night, fol-
lowed by a home football game
Saturday afternoon and cocktails
and dinner Saturday evening.

For more information and de-
tails, contact Bruce Malcolm, 131
Harbor Lights Drive, Salem, S.C.
29676 or call (864) 944-2583.
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL SENIOR BASEBALLERS…The Blue Devils have five seniors on this year’s squad. Pictured, left to right,
are: Kevin Galasso, Eric Demers, Jake Greenberg, Quinn Dursee and Liam Devin.

IONTA, DEMERS, GREENBERG WILL OFFER ‘CLOUT’

Baseball Blue Devils to Field
Primarily a Jr. Heavy Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shifting from last year’s senior-
heavy team that won the Union
County Tournament and finished 21-
4 to a junior-heavy team may not be
a problem for this year’s Westfield
High School baseball team. The rea-
son for optimism is that five experi-
enced seniors return to blend with
juniors from a JV team that lost only

one game last year.
“I only have five seniors on the

team. The rest are juniors and they, as
the JV team, were 21-1. They only
lost one game to the eventual county
champions, but that was with two of
their better players playing with us
[varsity]. This is a real good junior
group. They are very dedicated ball
players. These kids are always work-
ing. They are in the weight room.

They are working out with the
coaches. Their attitude is just fantas-
tic,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster, who enters the season
with 520 career victories.

One junior, who was an integral
part of the varsity last year, Mike
Ionta, is expected to control the flow
of the game behind the plate.

“He is really learning a lot about
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

BOHALL, REILLY, FAGAN, SMITH, LIZZO, LUZZI LEAD

Blue Devil Track Boys Have
‘Hungry Group of Seniors’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Large numbers has always been
the norm for the Westfield High
School boys track and field team, but
this year’s Blue Devils also have a
hungry group of seniors, who are
biting at the bit to get the show on the
road.

“One of the things when you have
a lot of kids is that your big guys tend
to be seniors. You have a lot of se-
niors, who can cover a lot of events.
New guys don’t always get a shot
until they become juniors or even
seniors, so we have a hungry group of
seniors, who are excited to finish
their high school career on a big

note,” Blue Devil Head Coach Chris
Tafelski said.

Team captains Peter Fagan, Kevin
Smith, Dan Luzzi, Max Bohall,
Michael Reilly and Paul Lizzo will
be heading those hungry seniors, as
well as promising underclassmen.
Fagan has been salivating at reaching

FOUR JUNIORS EXPECTED TO PRODUCE ‘O’ CLOUT

Softball Blue Devils Look
For Consistency on the Field

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inconsistency threw the Westfield
High School girls softball team off
course late in the season last year, so
this year’s Lady Blue Devils will be
focusing on keeping a smooth flow
throughout the season.

“This year we want to be a more
consistent presence both in the regu-

lar season and in tournament play,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

Last year the Blue Devils, featur-
ing only one senior in the starting
lineup, got off to a roaring start, win-
ning 10 of their first 12 games by
April 20, but struggled somewhat
later in the season to finish with a 15-
10 record.

The Blue Devils drew the third
seed for the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) and won their first game,
but New Providence nipped the Blue
Devils, 2-1, in the quarterfinal round.
After defeating Bridgewater-Raritan,
8-2, in the first round of the sectional
tournament, the Blue Devils lost to
North Hunterdon, 3-1. The Blue Dev-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

D’ANGELO, ZAZZALI, ALLEMAN ADD EXPERIENCE

SPF Baseball Raiders Hope
To Improve on 14-12 Record

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More will be expected this year of
the very young Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
that finished with a 14-12 record last
year. The Raiders return four seniors
starters, two juniors and two sopho-
mores.

“This year’s team has a lot of re-
semblance to our class of 2010. We

are going to have a lot of sophomores
playing just as we did that year. We
have a couple of good juniors and
seniors, just a good mix of youthful
and exciting kids. Hopefully, they
can do the same things that those
guys did then,” Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock said.

Last year, the Raiders had several
tough losses and came within one
game of reaching the Union County

Tournament finals before being
burned by Union.

“The Union County Tournament
was interesting. Our first round game,
we had to come from behind, scoring
six or seven runs in the last inning to
beat Roselle Park. Next round, James
D’Angelo pitched a shutout beating
Elizabeth, 1-0. We came within a
couple of outs beating Union in the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAN AND HUNGRY SENIORS…Blue Devil boys track team captains, pictured, left to right, Max Bohall, Michael Reilly,
Peter Fagan, Kevin Smith and Paul Lizzo, along with Dan Luzzi (not shown), are hungry for a very successful season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR VETERANS…The Blue Devil softball team returns three senior veterans. Pictured, left to right, are: Natalie
Tupper, Tiffani Gregory and Sarah Seitz.



Page 12  Thursday, March 28, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Blue Devil Track Seniors Are Hungry Group
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

greater heights in the pole vault.
“Peter was the Group Champion

indoor. He was second in Eastern
States. He was third in the Meet of
Champs. He has had his eye on the
school record in the pole vault, which
is 15-3. He has taken some quality
attempts at 15-6. I think he just needs
the right day, and he will be there,”
Coach Tafelski said.

Juniors Peter Foltz and Nick
Carayannopoulos are also expected
to turn in some fine heights in the pole
vault.

The Blue Devils have a number of
athletes vying for positions in the
relay events.

“We would like to do some damage
in the distance medley and the 800-
relays. We have Kevin Smith, Dan
Luzzi, Patrick Terry (senior), Matt
Luppino (junior). Even Joe Obiajulu
(senior) is thinking about throwing
his hand in the 8. He’s a sprint guy
and jumper, but he’s showing some
potential. We are looking for Penn
Relays. A little competition for those
relay spots is a good thing,” Coach
Tafelski said.

The Blue Devils are expected to
gobble up points in the distance events.

“We know that Luppino, Smith,
Luzzi and our big guys from cross-
country, Phil Edwards (junior), Rob
Maczydlo (senior), Jason Colasanti
(senior) and Mike Reilly. Matt Russo
(sophomore), who won the unseeded
section at the sectional meet, is knock-
ing on the door, breaking 10 minutes.
We have a nice crew of kids, and right
behind those guys we have an army
of distance kids. You never know who
is going to pop up and surprise you.
The exciting part is the question
marks. The spring is a season of sur-
prises,” Coach Tafelski said.

The Blue Devils are also looking to
bolster their influence in the sprint-
ing events.

“We have our usual guys, who have
been working their way up. Adam
Lupicki (senior), Joe Obiajulu Jon
Savorgiannakis (junior), Paul Lizzo,
Bjorn Charlery (senior) have been
contributors over the years, who can

lead the group, then we have a group
of sophomores, in particular, who
have made the commitment,” Coach
Tafelski noted.

Freshman newcomer Sid Douglas
has shown a lot of promise in the
sprints, as well as jumping events.

“Sid Douglas has made an imme-
diate impact in the sprints, but I think
he will be good for us in the long
jump, as well,” Coach Tafelski said.

Lupicki and Savorgiannakis will also
compete in the long jump and triple
jump, while Obiajulu will also com-
pete in the long jump and high jump.

Presently the top candidates for the
hurdles have yet to emerge, with the
exception of junior Frankie Pinney.

Bohall is the top man in the javelin,
but Jackson Dumont and James
Schiano could add some depth. The
discus and shot put contenders are in
the developmental stage.

“Max Bohall is our top returning
thrower in the javelin. He will be a
contributor for sure and score points
at the county level and, hopefully, at
the state level. We have new guys in
all grades, who have shown potential.
As the season unfolds, you will hear
a lot more from those guys,” Coach
Tafelski said.

The Blue Devils will get their first
taste of action against Plainfield and
Rahway at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield on Tuesday, April 2.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER SENIOR LAXERS…Eight seniors will help lead the Raider boys lacrosse team to a successful season. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Nate Woerner, Tyler Haack and Jordan Greenberg; back row, Mike Rempter, Aiden Racaniello,
Matt Greenberg, Jack Cunningham and Joe Klimas.

HAACK, CUNNINGHAM, GREENBERG TO MAKE IMPACT

Raider Lacrosse Boys Are
‘Junior Heavy’, Experienced

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Year 3 at the varsity level looks to
be promising for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys lacrosse
team that has returned the majority of
its starters from last year, several who
are in their third year at varsity.

Last year, the Raiders took some
lumps but did make a step in the right
direction. The Raiders qualified for
the state tournament and finished with
a 9-10 record.

“We started off really hot. We were
7-3. We lost a lot of tight games. We
had four one-goal losses, but we had
a very young team. We had 10 sopho-
mores playing varsity, as well as two
freshmen. Getting those guys with a
year experience, we are looking for-
ward to this year. We are a junior-
heavy team and with eight seniors,”
Raider Head Coach Nick Miceli ex-
plained.

Last year, the Raiders did enjoy the
talents of then senior Dan Nizolak,
who scored over 70 goals and broke

the 100-career goals mark in just two
seasons.

“I am not really looking for some-
one to replace Danny. We are looking
to be more spread out. We have a lot
of guys, who are very comfortable to
us. I would rather have five, six, seven
guys, who can score 30 points than
one guy, who can score 70. Our goal
is to have other teams have to cover
all six offensive guys,’ Coach Miceli
said.

Senior Jack Cunningham is ex-
pected to be a major leader in the
attack force. Last year, he finished
the season with 23 goals and 17 as-
sists. Senior midfielder Matt
Greenberg finished with 20 goals and
10 assists. Greenberg made the All-
Kimber Division Second Team and
All-State Group 3 Honorable Men-
tion, and Cunningham was an All-
Kimber Division Honorable Mention.

“Matt has got great size. He’s a
6’4”, 180-lb. big athletic kid, and
Jack Cunningham was an Honorable
Mention All-Conference, and he was
our second leading scorer. We are
looking for him to be an offensive
leader,” Coach Miceli said.

Another veteran expected to ripple
opponents’ nets is senior Nate
Woerner, who according to Coach
Miceli, “does the dirty work for us.
He’s big on ground balls.”

Junior Christian Gordon and
sophomore Kevin Kerby will also be
on the attack.

“Lefty Christian Gordan gives us a
threat from the other side. Kevin is a
very shifty sophomore,” Coach Miceli
added.

Fortifying the midfield, along with
seniors Greenberg and Aiden

Racaniello, are juniors Tom Walker,
Gabe Gibson and Alex Cimering, and
sophomore Jack Gerrity.

“Tom Walker is going to be a three-
year starter, so his confidence is defi-
nitely a asset. We look for him to be
more of an offensive threat this year.
He is one of those unsung guys. You
might not see him. He is a quiet
scorer,” Coach Miceli pointed out.

The defense is expected to be solid
with four veterans, which includes
now two-year team captain Tyler
Haack, along with juniors Justin
Giacona, Brian Heath and Joe Pagano.
Sophomore Cole Weber, who was
the starting goalie last year, will be
joined by seniors Joe Klimas and
junior Alex Montagna.

“Tyler is one of the most talented
players I’ve ever seen. A workhorse!
He does everything we ask him to do.
He is committed to Montclair State.
He is a three-year starter and a two-
year captain. We return all of our
starters with Brian Heath, Justin
Giacona and Joe Pagano. So with
those three and Haack we are very
confident,” Coach Miceli said.

The Raiders are looking forward
to their opening home game with
Governor Livingston on Monday,
April 1, at 4 p.m. then next on their
list will be a trip to New Providence
on April 3.

“We are taking this season one
game at a time. The thing we are
thinking about now is April first. We
have Governor Livingston coming
here. We are going to have a month of
practice with three or four scrim-
mages to prepare for GL. After that,
we will get ready for New Provi-
dence,” Coach Miceli said.

All-State –AS, All-Union County –
AUC, All-Group – AG

BOYS TRACK:
Westfield: Peter Fagan (3rd AS,

1st AG 4, 1st AUC – pole vault),
Kevin Smith (3rd AG 4, 1st AUC –
800 meters), Matt Luppino (2nd AUC
– 3,200).

Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Billy
Castore (3rd AUC – shot put).

Cranford: Pat Lynch (2nd AUC –
pole vault)

GIRLS TRACK:
Westfield: Johanna Mermer (1st

AUC – 3,200)
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Christine

Charles (3rd AUC – high jump), SPF
4x400 (2nd AUC)

Cranford: Bryanna Grant (1st
AUC – pole vault; 3rd AG 2 – high
hurdles), Regine Hunter (2nd AG 2,
3rd AUC – 55 meters), Jenna
Ellenbacher (2nd AUC – 400 meters),
Katia Oltmann (3rd AUC – 3,200
meters), 4x400 (3rd AUC)

ICE HOCKEY:
Westfield: Dane Huber and Liam

Devin – All-Central Jersey, Dan
DoCampo – All-CJ Rookie of the Year

GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Taylor

Sebolao (2nd AUC)
Cranford: Jess McCoy (3rd AG 3,

1st AUC), Kaitlin McGovern (3rd
AUC).

BOYS BASKETBALL:
Westfield: Scott Toresco (3rd

AUC).
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Tom

Bonacum (3rd AUC)

BOYS SWIMMING:
Westfield: 1st AUC – John Lindros

(200-free), Matt Daniel (100-fly),
Tyler Lessner (100-breast); 2nd AUC
– Luke McGrory (200-free), Stephen
Husch (100-fly), Dan Myers (100-
breast), 400-free relay, 200-free re-
lay; 3rd AUC – Max Shin (50-free),
Nick Constantine (100-free), Sean
Beattie (500-free), Jack Rose (100-
back), Aram Barmakian (200IM),
200-medley relay.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Ryan
Gajdzisz (3rd All-Public, 1st AUC –
500-free), 2nd AUC – Alex Skoog
(100-free), 200-medley relay, 3rd
AUC – Matt Marino (100-fly), 200-
free relay, 400-free relay.

GIRLS SWIMMING:
Westfield: Caroline Baldwin (All-

State Swimmer of the Year, 1st AS –
100-back, 1st All-Public, 1st AUC),
2nd AS & All-Public, 1st AUC – 200
and 400-free relay (Baldwin, Gwyn
Devin, Ellie Reinhardt, Sarah Cronin),
Cronin (3rd All-Public, 1st AUC –
200-free), 1st AUC – 200-medley re-
lay, 2nd AUC – Reinhardt (200-free),
Caroline Basil (100-back), Erika
Daniel (200IM), 3rd AUC – Amy
West (200-free), Audrey Bangs (100-
back). Westfield – Team of the Year.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Jodie
Thompson 3rd AS, All-Public, 1st
AUC (100-breast), Annarae Reis –
3rd All-Public, 1st AUC (Diving),
Sarah Davis (50-free), 2nd AUC –
200-medley relay, 3rd AUC – 200 &
400-free relay.

Cranford: Julie Byrne (1st AUC –
200IM)

WRESTLING:
Westfield: AUC 1st – Colin Barber

(152-lbs, 7th AS), Brian Bulger (182-
lbs), AUC 3rd – Nick Arnold (195-
lbs), Kyle Kania (Hwt).

Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Anthony
Tufaro (1st AUC, 6th State – Hwt),
AUC 2nd – Brian Lapham (138-lbs),
Dan Van Brunt (195-lbs), 3rd AUC –
Matt Ridge (170-lbs).

Cranford: Gavin Murray (1s t AUC
– 132-lbs), Jeff Weiss (2nd AUC – 220-
lbs), 3rd AUC – Niko Capello (145-lbs)
& Corey Markovitch (182-lbs)

All-State, All-Union County
High School Selections:

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before April 4, 2013
at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time for “2013
Roadwork Assistance Program Contract.”
The contractor awarded the 2013 Road-
work Assistance Program contract, if any,
will provide certain materials, equipment
rental and drivers/operators to assist the
Township’s Department of Public Works in
resurfacing public streets and municipal
parking lots within the Township, including
profile milling, as required, all in accor-
dance with the Specifications and Infor-
mation to Bidders prepared by the Town-
ship. NOTE: The successful bidder must
be available 2 days per week for the
duration of the program until all streets
are completed. The program is esti-
mated to run from July 1st to Septem-
ber 30th.

At the time and place stated above, such
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
No bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Engineer upon pay-
ment of $25 for each complete set of docu-
ments, which sum is non-refundable. Writ-
ten questions regarding the bid specifica-
tions may be submitted to Dave Magno,
Township Engineer, at 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 on or
before March 29, 2013.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), must
be submitted with the bid guaranteeing
that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“2013 Roadwork Assistance Program
Contract.”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey.

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/28/13, The Times Fee: $65.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST
FOR PROPOSALS

Notice is hereby given that sealed com-
petitive contracting proposals will be re-
ceived by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (hereinafter referred to
as the “Board”) in accordance with N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-4.5 at the Board offices located
at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, from
interested vendors for a Student Infor-
mation System (herein referred to as the
“Provider” or the “Vendor”) in accordance
with the Request for Proposals (RFPs)
prepared by the Board.

A copy of the Request for Proposals may
be inspected and picked up at the Board
offices between the hours of 8:30AM and
4:00PM, except Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. Further information may be ob-
tained by calling Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary at (908) 232-6161 ext. 4012.  RFPs
may also be e-mailed to interested provid-
ers upon request.

All vendors submitting proposals must
use and complete all forms and include all
information required in the Request for
Proposals. Proposals shall be submitted,
in triplicate, in a sealed envelope with
“PROPOSAL FOR STUDENT INFOR-
MATION SYSTEM” marked on the front of
the envelope.

Pursuant to P.L. 2004, c. 57, all propos-
als must be accompanied by a New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate (BRC)
issued by the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue. All ven-
dors are required to comply with the re-
quirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127, “Law
Against Discrimination” and the Affirma-
tive Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

Proposals must be submitted to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion no later than 11:00AM on Thursday,
April 18, 2013.

1. Submit three (3) copies of the com-
pleted proposal package, one (1) with origi-
nal signatures and two (2) copies in an
envelope addressed to:

Office of the Business Administrator/
Board Secretary, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076, ATTENTION: Ms. Deborah S.
Saridaki, Business Administrator/Board
Secretary

2. Plainly identify on the outside of the
sealed envelope “Proposal for Student
Information System.”

3. A Bid Bond or Certified Check for ten
percent (10%) of the proposal amount
must accompany the Proposal, but not in
excess of $20,000.

All proposals will be opened and read
publicly at that time by the School Busi-
ness Administrator/Board Secretary, or the
designee. All proposals shall be evaluated
by a selection committee who shall pre-
pare a report evaluating the proposals and
recommend an award. The report shall be
made available in accordance with N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-4.5. No proposal may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days from
the opening of the proposals.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all proposals and waive any infor-
mality in the process if it is in the best
interest of the Board. No proposal may be
deemed accepted until the adoption of a
formal resolution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator/Board Secretary

1 T - 3/28/13, The Times Fee: $74.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-023956-13
FILE NO. 15438-12

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
THE VISION REDEVELOP-
MENT GROUP, LLC; LIR CON-
SULTING CRP;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which MACWCP II LLC is the plaintiff and
JMG PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, LLC,
ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-023956-12 within thirty-five
(35) days after March 28, 2013 exclusive
of such date. If you fail to answer or appear
in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment
by Default may be rendered against you
for relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 07-00130,
sold on 6/13/2008, dated 9/18/2008, and
was recorded on 10/22/2008 in Book 12582
at Page 883, made by STACEY L.
CARRON, Collector of Taxes of LINDEN,
and State of New Jersey to MOORING
TAX ASSET GROUP, LLC and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, MACWCP II
LLC on 9/16/2011 and was recorded on
10/5/2011 in Assignment Book 1393 at
Page 35. This covers real estate located in
LINDEN, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 1 ADTL LOTS:
77, 1-A BLOCK 288 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of LINDEN. and concerns premises com-
monly known as 301 W ELIZABETH AVE,
LINDEN, New Jersey.

YOU, THE VISION REDEVELOPMENT
GROUP, LLC, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because
on May 12, 2005, JMG Property Manage-
ment, LLC, executed a mortgage to The
Vision Redevelopment Group, LLC in the
amount of $200,000.00, which mortgage
was recorded on May 16, 2005 in the
UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Office in
Mortgage Book 11161 at page 153. Said
mortgage is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.

AND you, THE VISION REDEVELOP-
MENT GROUP, LLC, are further made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on August 3, 2008, JMG
Property Management, LLC, executed a
mortgage to The Vision Redevelopment
Group, LLC in the amount of $100,000.00,
which mortgage was recorded on August
9, 2005 in the UNION County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office in Mortgage Book 11287
at page 981. Said mortgage is subordinate
to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, LIR CONSULTING CRP, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on January 29, 2007, a
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Essex County, by LIR Con-
sulting Crp against John T Gregorio T/A
JMG Property Mgmt disclosing a debt in
the amount of $6,010.50, plus costs. Said
judgment was entered as Judgment No.
DJ-026592-2007. Said judgment is subor-
dinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  March 21, 2013

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/28/13, The Leader Fee: $89.25

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2013 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2013

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2013 2012
1. Surplus 750,000.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 10,746,292.57 10,598,415.19
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 1,407,000.00 1,507,950.00
4. Minimum Library Tax 2,391,811.00 2,449,484.00
5. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 25,575,170.43 24,919,260.90
                              Total General Revenues $40,870,274.00 $39,475,110.09

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2013 BUDGET 2012 BUDGET
1. Operating Salaries & Wages $15,600,324.00 $15,770,473.00

Other Expenses 17,370,292.00 16,526,923.09
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 3,597,440.00 3,514,124.00
3. Capital Improvements 5,000.00 5,000.00
4. Debt Service 2,157,218.00 1,718,590.00
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 2,140,000.00 1,940,000.00
                              Total General Appropriations $40,870,274.00 $39,475,110.09
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 261 264

2013 DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET
SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED

2013 2012
1. Surplus $40,448.00 $50,000.00
2. Miscellaneous Revenues 1,091,000.00 1,089,000.00
                              Total Revenues $1,131,448.00 $1,139,000.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2013 BUDGET 2012 BUDGET
1. Operating Salaries & Wages $475,858.00 $491,474.00

Other Expenses 279,150.00 281,869.00
2. Capital Improvements 1,000.00 1,500.00
3. Debt Service 337,440.00 327,157.00
4. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 38,000.00 37,000.00
                              Total Appropriations $1,131,448.00 $1,139,000.00
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part-time 36 36

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT 12/31/12
GENERAL SWIM POOL UTILITY

Interest $450,552.00 $102,440.00
Principal $17,142,000.00 $3,353,000.00
Outstanding Balance $17,592,552.00 $3,455,440.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield, County of Union on March 19, 2013.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on May 7, 2013 at 8:00
o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2013 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the detailed budget are available in the office of Claire Gray, Town Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, 07090, (908) 789-4033, during the hours of 9:00
(A.M.) to 4:30 (P.M.).
1 T - 3/28/13, The Leader Fee: $169.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 13-02-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 184 OF THE CODE
OF THE FANWOOD BOR-
OUGH CONCERNING THE
REGULATION OF GENERA-
TORS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on March 19, 2013.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/28/13, The Times Fee: $17.34
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Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite

563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Miln Street Market
103 Miln Street, Cranford (Leader)

COUGARS RETURN 8 STARTERS FROM 2012 SEASON

Cougar Baseballers to Focus
On ‘Total Team’ this Season

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR LEADERSHIP…This year’s Cougar baseball team looks to 10 seniors for leadership. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row, Brian Carino, George Georgeadis, Andrew DiFrancesco and Bobby Bruns; back row, Matt DiMartino, Sean
Feeney, John Armstrong, Ryan Williamson, Chris Folinusz and Alex Plick.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stars and, perhaps, super stars may
exist on this year’s Cranford High
School baseball team that returns
eight starters from last year’s Group
3 Championship team, but the Cou-
gars’ primary focus will be on total
team performance

“It’s going to be a team effort this
year, and hopefully, we can get
through Game 1,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey said. “We
are hoping to be ready for Game 1.
We are playing a tough game in West
Memorial in New York [April 2].
They have been very successful over
the years.”

After experiencing two quick losses
last year, the Cougars regained their
senses and the result was a 10-game
winning streak at the right time, which
led to a sectional title, a Group 3 title
and a 22-4 record.

The Cougars regained their North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 title with a
7-0 win over West Morris. Next, they
topped West Milford, 7-4, in the
Group 3 semifinals then Ryan
Williamson tossed a two-hitter in a 4-
1 victory over Freehold Borough for
the Group 3 crown.

Williamson, a lefty, who will play
at North Carolina State University
next year, finished 6-0 with two saves
in 47 innings, allowing only four
earned runs for a 0.60 ERA.

“Obviously, Ryan has had success
for us in the past. It’s a credit to Ryan
and all these kids. They are
hardworking kids. They practice quite
a bit. They hit in the morning. They
will do anything that we ask them to
do. They are committed, so we can
have a successful year,” Coach

McCaffrey said.
When not on the mound,

Williamson will be one of many, in-
cluding seniors Andrew Difrancesco,
Bobby Bruns, Brian Carino and John
Armstrong, juniors Tommy Trotter
and Jack McCaffrey, and sophomore

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Fantastic One of a Kind Home.
Enjoy the serenity and seclusion of your own 1.34 acre private oasis. 6 Bedrooms, 

3.5 Baths, 4 Car Garage. Beautifully updated and expertly decorated.
Huge wine cellar. Offered for $1,465,000.

Call Duncan for an appointment 908-244-9621

Westfield Office East 
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233.5555

MOUNTAINSIDE

DUNCAN SMYTHE
Broker Sales Associate
908-244-9621 cell

DuncanTheRealtor@gmail.com
www.duncansmythe.net

Author
“COLOSSAL MISTAKES 
HOME SELLERS MAKE”

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is

reserved for the select few who consistently deliver

value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and

grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an

inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

Direct:  (908) 301-2015

Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Direct Cell: 609-709-0664

Email: ncallahan25@hotmail.com

The Most Respected Name in Real Estate

Long Beach Island

RealEstateOnLBI.com

ZACK SHORE PROPERTIES

1000 Long Beach Blvd. Ship Bottom, NJ 08008  1-800-633-1140

Noreen Callahan
Realtor Associate

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Baseball Blue Devils to Field Jr. Heavy Team
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

the art of catching. Last year, I think
he was a good catcher but didn’t have
the art of catching down. I see his
improvement in his ability as a re-
ceiver, number one. Last year, he was
a sophomore on a senior team. Now
he is carrying the weight on his shoul-
ders. He runs the game the way we
want it run. He’s very good defen-
sively. He works his tail off to im-
prove. He is getting better and better
all the time. On our field, I always feel
it starts with the catcher,” Coach
Brewster said.

Last year, Ionta managed to con-
trol the flow of several games with
the influence of his “metal stick”. He
finished with a .408 batting average
(31-for-76) with six doubles, a triple
and a home run to go with 14 walks,
four stolen bases, 24 runs scored and
a team-leading 30 RBI. He struck out
only four times.

“Not a bad hitter! He hit a little over
.400. He just jumped right back into
what he was doing again,” Coach
Brewster said.

The left-handed hitting Ionta is
expected to bat third in the lineup,
while seniors Eric Demers and, al-
though he was out with a knee injury
most of last year, Jake Greenberg,
respectively, will follow.

Last year, Demers had a .500 avg.
(28-for-56) with six doubles, a home
run, 11 RBI, 20 runs scored, 14 walks
and three sacrifices.

Junior Tyler Bowman, who played
second base last year, is in the mix
with juniors Jake Boyle and Matt
Storcks for the leadoff and No. 2
batting slots. Senior Liam Devin, who

was the designated hitter last year
and finished with a .394 average, is
projected to bat in the No. 6 slot. The
remaining slots have yet to be deter-
mined.

Defense, especially with unpredict-
able March weather, is always a con-
cern for coaches.

“This is our fourth day outside with
three scrimmages and one practice.
We have been doing an exceptional
job of picking the ball up, making the
right plays and doing things that I
think we can improve on. We’ve only
booted two balls so far. That’s a plus,”
Coach Brewster said. “We just got to
get outside, see more pitching, see
the ball a little better and as the year
goes on, that will get better.”

Presently, Greenberg and junior
Brad DeMartino are vying for the
first-base position. Bowman, Storcks
and junior Mark Luino are in the mix
for the second base and shortstop
positions. Demers, Greenberg and
junior Mike Androconis will play third
base. Senior Quinn Dursee and junior
Chris Arena will play leftfield. Boyle
and junior Anthony Perconte will be
in center, and Devin and junior Chris
Hogge will occupy right field.

The Blue Devils have a host of
eight pitchers, and senior Kevin
Galasso may possibly be the No. 1
starter. Last year, he spent 33.67 in-
nings on the mound and finished with
a 4-1 record (3.53 ERA). He fanned
25, walked 18, hit four batters and
allowed 31 hits.

DiMartino, Androconis, juniors
Brad Norris, Dursee, Hogge, Perconte
and Demers, who was 3-0 last year

with a 1.57 Era, will also see time on
the mound.

“I am very encouraged about what
I see with all our pitching. We have
had two scrimmages. In 15 innings,
we’ve gotten the leadoff batter out in
14 innings. When you start that way,
you are in good shape. We are throw-
ing strikes. We are not walking people,
so we will be pretty solid. I think we
will surprise a few people,” Coach
Brewster said.

The Blue Devils will waste no time
getting into the thick of matters when
they travel west to face rival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on Tuesday, April 2,
at 4 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

ORDINANCE NO. 13-02
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SUBSECTION K (CERTIFI-
CATE OF NONCONFORMITY)
IN §106-147 (APPLICATION
FEES) IN ARTICLE XII (FEES),
IN CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE)
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD TO
REDUCE THE FEE FOR AN
APPLICATION FOR A CER-
TIFICATE OF NONCONFOR-
MITY.

STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.

13-02, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2013

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

1 T - 3/28/13, The Leader Fee: $24.48



Page 14  Thursday, March 28, 2013 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

semifinals; having a 3-0 lead. We
made a couple of errors; they tied it
up and ended up beating us. Other
close losses were against Westfield in
a 10-inning game on opening day.
That was kind of our season. The
whole year sort of predicated on what
we did opening day. Whether we were
too young or what, we did have a
tough time getting those last three
outs. We ended up losing at least
three or four games that we could
have won,” said Baylock.

Pitching ace/co-captain James
D’Angelo, now a senior, compiled a
7-1 record, losing only to Cranford

and finished the year with a 3.02
ERA. In his 55.2 innings, D’Angelo
recorded 66 strikeouts, walked only
14 and allowed no home runs.

“He was good in April; then in May
a switch clicked and he became one
of the best pitchers in the county. We
lost, 1-0 against Cranford in the state
tournament. He threw a four hitter at
them. In the first inning, they scored
a run and that was it for the rest of the
game. He was pretty much un-
hittable,” Coach Baylock said.

Not shy at the plate, D’Angelo
finished with a .377 BA, including 11
doubles, a triple and two home runs.

“He is a very big strong kid, can hit
for a lot of power. He’s one of those
guys we are going to lean on to carry
this team and count on him to bring
along some of the juniors and sopho-
mores,” added Baylock.

Senior Chris Ciccarino is expected
to be the No. 2 pitcher. Ciccarino
appeared in 43.1 innings, finished
with a 3-5 record, struck out 33 bat-
ters and walked 13.

“He can throw a couple of different
pitches for strikes and mixes his
pitches well. He pitched into some
bad luck last year, but Chris is a
workhorse. On any given day, you
give him the ball; he’s ready to go. He
is one of the guys we are going to be
leaning on, hopefully where we want
to be, which is the county final game
and advancing in the state tourna-
ment,” Coach Baylock said.

Sophomore lefty Chris Gibbons is
expected to step up to the No. 3 spot.

Sophomores Kevin Maxwell and
Garrett Zito will find time on the
mound, mostly in relief. Adding to
the Raider pitching depth, include
juniors Christian Letteri, Owen
Monahan, Jack Poillon and Matt Kerr.

Senior co-captain/first baseman
Brad Alleman last year led his team
with a .402 batting average, with 27
runs scored, 22 RBI and seven
doubles.

“Very clutch in big spots. Does a
great job hitting when he’s behind in
the count and finds ways to put the
ball into play,” Coach Baylock said.

Junior Christian Zazzali occupied
second base last year. As the leadoff
batter, he finished second on the team
with a .307 BA, rapped 15 RBI, scored
a team-leading 31 runs and led in
steals with 11 swipes. Zazzali will
shift to shortstop.

“He’s the guy that makes things
happen. He gets on base, he’s a pest
on the bases and the pitcher has to
focus a lot on him. They forget about
the batter,” Coach Baylock said.

Junior Matt Ridge will be behind
the plate. Sophomore Zach Lipshitz
has shown lots of promise and is
expected to play third base, along
with senior Kevin Raszka. Senior
Mike Colineri and Maxwell are ex-
pected to share leftfield. Owen
Monahan and Gibbons will find time
in centerfield, while Poillon and Zito
will cover right.

The Raiders open at home against
Roselle Catholic on April 1 followed
by rival Westfield on April 2.

Baseball Raiders Hope for Improved Record
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BASEBALL RAIDERS WITH CLOUT…The Raiders return several offensive threats this year. Pictured, left to right, are:
Brad Alleman, Christian Zazzali, Kevin Raszka and James D’Angelo.

Cougar Baseballers to Focus on ‘Total Team’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Matt Raveteer, who will occupy the
outfield. Junior Tyler Davis is ex-
pected to spend plenty of time on the
mound.

With a .392 batting average last
year, Williamson can be expected to
be influential at the plate, as well as
Difrancesco, who led the team with
42 hits for a .483 avg. and struck out
only four times. Trotter, who played
centerfield, went 28-for-68 (.412 avg.)

However, power numbers could not
get much more impressive for senior
catcher Chris Folinusz, who belted
nine home runs last year, including
two in the Group 3 championship
game, drilled 13 doubles, had a 1,026
slugging percentage and went 39-
for-77 for a .506 avg. Additionally, he
scored 29 runs, and led the team with
48 RBI and six sacrifices.

Folinusz, who will play for Rutgers
University next year, is expected to
take on some additional responsibili-
ties this season, including pitching

and playing first base. Senior Alex
Plick, a starter last year, will also play
first base. Sam Sheerer will also be
behind the plate.

“We ask Chris to do a lot of things.
We are asking him to catch, pitch,
play first. He’s going to take on a
couple of different roles,” said Coach
McCaffrey, who added, “Fortunately,
when you have a successful season,
it’s more than just on guy. Chris had
a great year, as well as other kids too.”

Senior shortstop and now four-year

starter Sean Feeney had a great 2012
season with a .444 avg. He is ex-
pected to remain at shortstop, along
with senior Matt DiMartino.

Senior George Georgeadis, sopho-
more Albert Garguilo and freshman
Joe Norton are vying for the second
base position. Senior Jake Forrestal
and junior John Oblachinski will be
playing third base.

The Cougars first home game will
be against Linden at Memorial Field
on April 9 at 4 p.m.

Softball Blue Devils Looking
For Consistency on Field

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ils did, however, end their season on
a high note with a 7-0 victory over
Cranford.

More good news comes in the fact
that the entire starting lineup returns,
with the exception of one player, and
several of the returnees will be in
their third year of varsity experience.

Juniors Elena Scarano and Shan-
non Schaefer shared time on the
mound last season but after an injury
Schaefer shifted to right field. Scareno
finished with a 10-5 record and a 2.11
ERA. Schaefer, however, led the team
with a .500 batting average (BA),
eight home runs and 35 runs scored.

Juniors Cali Chambliss (shortstop),
Julia Criscuolo (second base) and
Chrissy Ferraro (centerfield) provide
defensive solidarity up the middle,
but they also have been and will be
formidable with the “metal stick”.
Chambliss brings a .348 BA with
four home runs from last year, while
Criscuolo had a .356 BA and Ferraro
had a .370 BA with 27 RBI. Junior
Lizzie Fox gained experience behind
the plate.

“We have nine returning varsity
players, six juniors and three seniors.
We expect Elena and Shannon to pitch
and bat in the middle of our order.
Chrissy will be primarily batting lefty
and will most likely be at the top of
our order. Julia will be batting in the
middle of our order. Cali and Lizzie
are also looking to make their mark
both offensively and defensively,”
Coach MacDonald said.

Seniors Tiffani Gregory (catcher),
Sarah Seitz (outfield) and Natalie
Tupper (infield) return with experi-
ence and leadership.

“Tiffani, Sarah and Natalie have
been great leaders both on and off the
field already this season,: said Coach
MacDonald, who added, “Newcomer,
junior Becca Kaufman, looks like
she’ll really help the team offen-
sively.”

The Lady Blue Devils will open
their season at home against the
Cranford Cougars on Tuesday, April
2, at 4 p.m.

Probitas Verus Honos

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE 13-05-S

The Bond Ordinance published herewith was introduced and passed upon first reading
at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Fanwood, New Jersey, held on
March 19, 2013. It will be further considered for final passage after public hearing thereon
at a meeting of said Borough Council to be held at the Municipal Building, 75 North Martine
Avenue, in said Borough on April 16, 2013 at 7:30 o’clock p.m. and during the week prior
to and up to and including the date of such meeting, copies of said Bond Ordinance will
be made available at the Clerk’s Office to the members of the general public who shall
request the same.

ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
ORDINANCE NO. 13-05-S

BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 11-08-S
FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY ON JUNE 14, 2011

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all the members
thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Bond Ordinance of the Borough Council of the Borough of Fanwood, in
the County of Union, New Jersey (the “Borough”) entitled “Bond Ordinance Providing an
Appropriation of $1,363,582 for Various Capital Improvements for and by the Borough of
Fanwood in the County of Union, New Jersey and Authorizing the Issuance of $1,128,915
Bond or Notes of the Borough for Financing Part of the Appropriation” finally adopted on
June 14, 2011 (the “Ordinance”) is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

Section 2. Section 3(a)(2) and 3 (a)(3) of the Ordinance is hereby amended in its entirety
as follows:

2. Improvements to various municipal
buildings, including but not limited to im-
provements to the municipal building and
renovations to the Carriage House and
including miscellaneous plumbing, archi-
tectural and electrical work, plus engineer-
ing fees, including all work or materials
necessary therefor or incidental thereto.

3. Various improvements to the parks,
including all work or materials necessary
therefor or incidental thereto.

Section 3. The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the
provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith. The resolutions
in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended
capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services is on file with the Clerk and is available there for public inspection.

Section 4. This Section 4 constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury
Regulation Section 1.150-2. The Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with
respect to the Improvements prior to the date that the Borough incurs debt obligations
under this Bond Ordinance. The Borough reasonably expects to reimburse such
expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Borough under this Bond
Ordinance. The maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of
the costs of the Improvements is $1,128,915.

Section 5. All other provisions of the Ordinance shall remain unchanged.
Section 6. This amendatory bond ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first

publication thereof after final adoption as provided by Local Bond Law.
1 T - 3/28/13, The Times Fee: $99.96

$386,887 $364,930 15 years

200,000 190,000 15 years
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
April 8, 2013 in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or use (d) variance(s) relief
from requirements of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance:

Joo Durk Ho, 346 South Avenue, East.
Applicant is seeking approval to retain two
signs in the storefront windows contrary to
Section 16.04E1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows one sign at the
main public entrance. Proposed is a main
entrance sign plus two signs in the front
windows.

Joanna Wayner, 723 First Street. Ap-
plicant is seeking approval to construct an
outdoor barbeque/cabinet area in the rear
yard contrary to Sections 12.04F1, 12.04F2
and 13.02C (11.09E6) of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20%.  Proposed is
23.3%. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing coverage with a deck of 22%. Pro-
posed is 25.5%. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback for a deck of 10
feet. Proposed is 8 feet.

404 North Avenue, LLC, 440 North
Avenue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a mixed use building with the first
floor for retail use and the second floor for
residential use in the General Business 2
Zone contrary to Sections 11.27D.4 (resi-
dential use is not permitted), 17.03B.5
(parking under the building is not permit-
ted), and 17.02B.4 (insufficient parking as
required by use) of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Proposed is a building containing
11 apartments on the second floor for
residential use, and retail/commercial
space on the first floor consisting of 836
square feet. Parking for the residential use
is as required for in the RSIS manual.
Parking for the commercial/retail use is as
per the Westfield Zoning Ordinance. Utiliz-
ing those criteria, 25 spaces would be
required. The applicant has made accom-
modations for 27 spaces. Notwithstanding
the foregoing, the off-street parking pro-
vided is insufficient as required by zoning
under the Westfield Ordinance.

John Labbate, 825 Harding Street.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a roof over an existing patio contrary to
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing coverage of 20%. Proposed is 22.2%.
(1995 square feet).

Bryce Salvador, 422 Lenox Avenue.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a two-car detached garage contrary to
Sections 12.04F1, 12.04F4 and 12.04G of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum building coverage with-
out a porch of 20%. Proposed is 21.8%.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage with a porch of 24%. Proposed is
25.68%. Ordinance allows a maximum all
improvements coverage of 50%. (3,750
square feet). Proposed is 50.5% (3,788
square feet).

Jennifer Shurman, 634 Norman Place.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a two story addition and a second floor
addition contrary to Sections 11.07E6,
11.07E10, and 11.07E13 of the Land Use

Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
7.07 feet. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20%. Proposed is
21.49%. Ordinance allows a maximum
wall length building mass at a zoning side
yard of 25 feet. Proposed is 34 feet 7
inches.

Joseph & Denise Logozzo, 27
Stoneleigh Park. Applicant is seeking
approval to demolish an existing two car
garage and construct a new two car ga-
rage and to replace portions of the existing
pool enclosure fence with an open wrought
iron style fence and gate contrary to Sec-
tions 13.01I1, 13.01G1b and 13.02D5 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum height for accessory struc-
tures of 15 feet. Proposed is 17 feet 5
inches. Ordinance requires a rear yard
setback for accessory structures of 10
feet. Proposed is 5 feet. Ordinance re-
quires a 6 feet solid fence pool enclosure
and screening. Proposed for a portion of
the pool enclosure is a 6 feet open wrought
iron style fence and gate.

Richard & Lynn Toner, 681 Dorian
Road. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a front porch contrary to Section
12.03 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a front yard setback of 31
feet. Proposed is 27.5 feet.

Robert & Dolores Leone, 745
Belvidere Avenue. Applicant is seeking
approval to construct a front and side wrap
around porch contrary to Sections 11.09E5
and 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a front yard setback of
37.8 feet. Proposed is 31.3 feet. Ordi-
nance requires a side yard setback 10
feet. Proposed is 9.1 feet.

Michael & Alesia Liddy, 746 Belvidere
Avenue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct first and second story additions
and a front porch contrary to Sections
11.09E5, 11.09E10 and 12.04F, and
12.04F3 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a front yard setback of 35.5
feet. Proposed is 31 feet 3.5 inches. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age of 20% (1,400 square feet). Proposed
is 22.29% (1,560 square feet). Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage with
a porch of 24% (1,680 square feet). Pro-
posed is 24.7% (1,729.6 square feet).

Robert & Theresa Whitehead, 1903
Boynton Avenue. Applicant is seeking
approval to install a roof over an existing
front porch contrary to Section 11.09E5 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a front yard setback (EFYD) of 30
feet. Proposed is 23.3 feet.

Douglas & Karen Luka, 637 Roosevelt
Street. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a dormer contrary to Section
11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Proposed are setbacks of
+ 8.9 feet and + 7 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/28/13, The Leader Fee: $134.13

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 13-03-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE CODE OF THE
FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE
TO CHANGE RESPONSIBIL-
ITY FOR MAINTAINING A C1-
2 COLLECTIONS SYSTEM
OPERATOR CERTIFICATE

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on March 19, 2013.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/28/13, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 19th of MARCH
2013, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 15th day of APRIL 2013 at 7:30 p.m., at
which time and place a public hearing will
be held prior to final passage of said Ordi-
nance and all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing the same. Copies of said Ordinance
can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s
Office at any time prior to final adoption at
no cost to any member of the general
public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 23-2.3S., “SPECIAL
USE PERMITS,” OF THE
CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS TO PERMIT
SIDEWALK CAFÉ APPLICA-
TIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO
THE ZONING OFFICER.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/28/13, The Times Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

ORDINANCE NO. 13-03
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE
FOR A REVISED RATE
SCHEDULE FOR 2013 PUR-
SUANT TO §134-16 (RATE
SCHEDULE) IN ARTICLE V
(INDUSTRIAL WASTE &
FEES) IN CHAPTER 134
(SEWERS) OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, FOR THE INDUS-
TRIAL USER CHARGE PRO-
VIDED FOR IN §134-15.

STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.

13-03, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 2013

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

1 T - 3/28/13, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 13-01-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTIONS 280-69 AND 280-
70 OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD.
REVISING DIRECTIONAL AS-
PECTS OF MUNICIPAL LOT
NO. 1

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on March 19, 2013.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/28/13, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 13-04-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 280 OF THE
FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE
CONCERNING ACCESS TO
THE AREA BEHIND BOR-
OUGH HALL AND PARKING
THEREIN

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on March 19, 2013.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/28/13, The Times Fee: $18.36

The Union County Rugby
Mudturtles will be sponsoring
“Rugby Day 2013” on Sunday, April
7, at Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
Rugby Day is a celebration on all
aspects of the sport, along with lots of
food and fun.

The program starts at 9 a.m. with
flag rugby games consisting of teams
from Berkeley Heights, Cranford,
Rahway and Westfield. The flag play-
ers range in age from 5 through 14
and are placed in four different age
groups.

Then, the tackle rugby games fill
the remainder of the day. The sched-
ule consists of games in the U13,
U15, Girls and U19 divisions. Teams
from the Princeton, Blackthorne,
Elizabeth and Cape Storm Rugby
Clubs as well as the host Union
Mudturtles will participate. Various

local charities including the Paul Jack-
son Fund and Children’s Specialized
Hospital will also have displays.
Rugby Day is a great way to intro-
duce children to the sport.

The flag rugby program is a co-ed,
non-contact sport that runs in June –
July and registration will open soon.
The tackle programs are currently in
season but are still accepting new
players. The programs are designed
for players to learn and participate in
contact rugby and are open to all
players with or without experience.

Now is the time to try playing rugby.
New players are welcome. Training
is run by experienced USA Rugby
certified coaches, who possess the
tools and knowledge needed to safely
and effectively teach the skill sets
appropriate for players newly in-
volved in the contact version of the
game. The skill set focuses on run-
ning, passing and strategies to ensure
fundamental knowledge of the game
and the skills necessary to take a
motivated player to college and to
continue play into their adult lives

For more information about the
Union County Mudturtles Rugby Club
and current schedules, please visit
www.mudturtlerugbyyouth.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on April
10, 2013 at 7:30pm in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey where
formal action may be taken to adopt the
2013 Housing Element and Fair Share
Plan of the Town of Westfield Master Plan.

The 2013 Housing Element and Fair
Share Plan is on file in the Planning Office
of the Town of Westfield, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 3/28/13, The Leader Fee: $17.34

The Westfield Soccer Association’s
U13 Girls FC Premier Fire soccer
team, coached by Jonathan Nash, re-
cently captured first place in the
MAPS (Mid-Atlantic Premier Soc-
cer) Spring Challenge Tournament
with a 1-0 victory against Quickstrike
FC in a repeat match-up of the 2012
MAPS finals.

Last year, however, Quickstrike
burned the Fire in an overtime pen-
alty kicks 2-1 final. This year, the
Fire’s offense held possession statis-
tics and shots on goal advantages. In
the 46th minute Ashley Gigon pro-
vided the sole goal, delivering a cor-
ner kick, which bent directly into the
goal. The final 15 minutes provided
several more opportunities for the

Fire, whose defense helped to so-
lidify the championship.

The FC-Premier Fire entered its
second season in the EDP (Eastern
Development Program) league with
a strong preseason performance. Af-
ter the MAPS title and a third-place
finish in the Manhattan Kick Off Clas-
sic, the Fire have accumulated a 6-0-
1 pre-season record, outscoring op-
ponents, 15-7.

FC U13 Premier Fire Girls Capture
MAPS Spring Challenge Crown

UC Mudturtles to Sponsor
Rugby Day 2013 at Kehler

Westfield Soccer Assosiation FC U13 Premier Fire Girls Soccer Team

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on April
10, 2013 at 7:30pm in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey where
formal action may be taken to amend the
2009 Land Use Element of the Town of
Westfield Master Plan.

The amended 2009 Land Use Element
is on file in the Planning Office of the Town
of Westfield, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 3/28/13, The Leader Fee: $17.34
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TUFARO FINISHED CAREER WITH A 113-33 RECORD

Raider Wrestlers Improved,
Finished 17-8, 2nd in District

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Probably very few top Union
County teams expected tight compe-
tition from this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling
team, but the Raiders had different
ideas with big wins over Rahway,
Brearley and Elizabeth to finish with
a 17-8 record and place second in the
District 11 Tournament, behind
Westfield.

“We had a feeling that we were
going to do well in the Districts based
on match-ups but didn’t expect sec-
ond place. It would have been nice to
win, but Westfield was very strong
this year and wrestled well. This year
was a fun season. We are still pretty
young and not going to lose too much
next year,” Raider Head Coach TJ
Gavor said.

One individual all the opponents
were very aware of was Raider senior
heavyweight Anthony Tufaro, who
finished his career with two Union
County Tournament (UCT), two Re-
gion 3 and one District 11 champion-
ships under his belt. He placed eighth
in the NJSIAA championship in 2012
and sixth this year. He earned his
100th career victory against
Piscataway in the final home match
of the season. Tufaro finished 36-5 to
bring his four-year total record to
113-33.

Anthony is going to be tough to
replace. He has been our heavyweight
for the past four years and will be
missed greatly

Senior Dein Rice displayed his ath-
letic ability and smarts in the middle-
weight classes. He placed fourth in
the UCT at 145-lbs and finished with

a 23-11 record.
“Dein was a pleasant surprise. We

weren’t sure if he was even going to
come out this year but are certainly
glad that he did. He slowly turned
from an athlete into a wrestler right
before our eyes,” Coach Gavor wit-
nessed.

Junior Dom Natale missed a num-
ber of matches this season, but when
he was on the mat, he was someone to
be reckoned with.

“Dominick had some health issues
early in the season but jumped right
into the swing of things proving to be

a solid starter in the lineup,” com-
mented Coach Gavor.

Junior Matt Ridge (170) placed
second in the district, fifth in the UCT
and finished 24-13.

“Matt came into his own, and some-
thing just seemed to click in the county
tournament. He went on a 10-match
winning streak and wound up with
24 wins – 17 by pin. A lot of credit
needs to go to Coach [Nick] Giannacci
for helping Matt throughout the sea-
son,” Coach Gavor pointed out.

Junior Dan Van Brunt (220) came
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Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

No sub-contractors!

PANICKING
 WITH A LEAKY ROOF?

Expert Repairs!

 732-396-1562
Call 732-816-1558 or

Gary Blindt
Committed to quality & great prices

Fully insured & licensed for 32 yrs.

*A small company with a big heart*

High Tech Roofing

www.hitekrof.com

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

www.jonbramnick.com

Drug or Criminal Charges?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

LEAGUE CHAMPS…The IHM 7th grade boys basketball team, pictured, left to
right, are: bottom row; Jack Brady, Patrick Downey, Tommy Drubulis and Ryan
Muench; top row, Head Coach Eric Muench, Jhadir Charles, Nick Jackson,
Cooper Heisey, George Davis, Nick McCormack, John Petris and Assistant
Coach Tom Drubulis.

IHM 4TH LEAGUE CHAMPIONS…Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Julian Rijo, Hayden Widder, Brendan Ong, Aidan Young and Raul Lugo; middle
row, Matthew Drubulis, Matthew Rodriguez, Liam Mahr, Donovan Zsak and
Christian Piesch; back row, Assistant Coach Chuck Widder, Head Coach Tom
Drubulis and Assistant Coach Amado Lugo.

IHM 4th Boys Grab
GSL League Crown
The Scotch Plains’ Immaculate

Heart of Mary’s 4th grade boys
basketball team won the Garden
State League Championship on
March 15. The league is com-
prised of local teams from
Westfield and Cranford, as well
as teams from as far as Readington
and Montgomery.

The IHM boys faced Mendham
and Montgomery during the play-
offs and ultimately defeated War-
ren in the Championship game.
Their overall record, including
league and tournament play, was
23-6.

On March 16, Scotch Plains’ Im-
maculate Heart of Mary’s 7th grade
boys basketball team won the Garden
State League Championship for the
second consecutive year. The league
is comprised of local teams from Clark
and Westfield, as well as teams from
as far as North Hunterdon and Mont-
gomery. After finishing their regular
season with an 11-3 record to capture

first place in the league, the IHM boys
faced Summit and Warren during the
playoffs and ultimately defeated Clark
in the championship game.

On March 24, IHM defeated Wall
Township in overtime for the title in
the 8th grade B Division of the Cen-
tral Jersey League. During playoffs,
the IHM boys faced teams from
Matawan, Middletown and Edison.

IHM 7th Boys Capture League Hoops Titles

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN THE HEAT OF THE ACTION…The Cranford Cougar boys lacrosse team and the New Providence Pioneers mix it up
in a pre-season scrimmage game at Memorial Field on March 20.
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Raider Wrestlers Improved,
Finished 17-8, 2nd District

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

on very strong to place fifth in the
UCT, third in the district and fourth
in the region, finishing at 20-19.

“The biggest surprise was prob-
ably Danny VanBrunt going on a nice
run and placing fourth in the region.
He was a first-year wrestler that fell
into a varsity spot by default. Coach
[Marc] Fabiano did a nice job of fast-
tracking him into a varsity wrestler.
Not to mention that he wrestled up 30
pounds at 220 half the season,” Coach
Gavor said.

Four sophomores, Alex Mirabella
(182), Brian Lapham (138), Tommy
Cunningham (120) and JT Beirne
(113) made huge contributions. On
several occasions, Mirabella, who fin-
ished 20-13, made good on his Merkel
maneuver to gain valuable team
points. Lapham, who placed fourth
in the UCT at 132-lbs, jumped up to
138-lbs, placed second in the district
and finished 27-11. Cunningham
placed second in the district and fin-
ished 21-15, while Beirne placed fifth
in the UCT, third in the district and
finished 25-11.

“The sophomores continue to im-
press me with JT, Tommy, Brian and
Alex all having 20+ win seasons,”
Coach Gavor noted. “Lapham got off

to a slow start this year but did a nice
job of bouncing out of his slump and
doing what was expected. He battled
with some injuries, but pulled to-
gether to be a reliable starter at 132.”

Freshman Jashmar Philippe (106)
finished with a 15-9 record. Senior
Dom Pigna placed fifth in the UCT at
152-lbs and finished 13-9. Senior Steve
Carrion (126) finished 17-13 and se-
nior Matt Blank competed at 160-lbs.

“Everyone is going to be working
hard in the off season to improve on
this past season. The one thing that I
stressed this year was to get bonus
points by any means necessary. In
order to hang with the tougher compe-
tition, it is necessary to capitalize when
we have a chance to get a pin. The kids
responded very well. We registered
138 pins and only gave up 78. We
picked up some tougher competition,
and we are looking to build on that
again next season. We have some feel-
ers out to some of the tougher pro-
grams in the area so these kids will be
seeing top competition. Our county
keeps getting better and better, so we
have to keep up with everyone else.
We are confident that the younger
guys will be able to fill the lineup
nicely next season,” Coach Gavor said.

Courtmasters, Fast Break Vie
For FSPY Men’s Hoops Title

FSPY 30+ Men’s Basketball
Semifinal Playoffs Results:

Srs. Lead FSPY Swim Team
In ‘Y’ State Championship

Pictured left to right, are: bottom row; Savannah Llewellyn and Molly Gaynor;
back row, Sara Cronin, Ryan Gajzisz and Jodie Thomson.

The Fanwood Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) swim team won six events,
broke two state records and broke 13
team records “TR) at the New Jersey
YMCA State Championship meet
held from March 8-10 at Franklin
and Marshall College.

Seniors Ryan Gajdzisz, Molly
Gaynor and Jodie Thompson earned
first-place finishes with record-break-
ing swims. Gajdzisz won the 500-
and 1,650-freestyle events. He also
set a team record in the 1,000-free
(9:35.73), finishing second. Gaynor
and Thompson were members of the
200- and 400-medley relay teams,
which finished first with new “Y”
state records. Seniors Joe Baron and
Harry Clewell finished 13th in the

50-free and 16th in the 200-back-
stroke, respectively.

Thompson, Gaynor, Savannah
Llewellyn and Sarah Cronin touched
first at 3:47.10 in the 400-medley
relay, breaking a 23-year old N.J.
USA record. This foursome also
placed first in the 200-medley relay
(F&M pool record 1:43.92 – TR),
second in the 200-free relay and fourth
in the 400-free relay (3:30.69 – TR).

Thompson won the 100-breast-
stroke. Gaynor touched second in
the 100-fly (56.39 – TR) and third in
the 200-fly (2:06.22 – TR). In her
leadoff leg of the 400-medley relay,
Llewellyn set a team record in the
100-backstroke (57. 37). Cronin won
the 200-free, touched second in the
100-free and set team records in the

200-free (1:51.86), the 200-back
(2:03.61) and the 200-individual
medley (2:06.82).

Sarah finished in the top-five in the
50-free, 100-free and 200-free.
Isabella Iacona finished ninth in the
1,000-free, setting the team 13-14
age group record (10:54.98). Julie
Stankiewicz scored in individual
events and joined Davis, Iacona and
Annemarie Kearns on the eighth place
200-medley relay. Casey Daudelin,
Kate Musso, Davis and Stankiewicz
took fifth in the 200-free relay.

Gajdzisz scored in six individual
events and in four relay events. Joe
Baron and Anthony Gurrieri joined
him on the 200-free relay (fourth),
400-free relay (fifth) and the 400-

medley relay (eighth). Tyler Lessner,
Alex Skoog, Harry Clewell and
Gajdzisz took seventh in the 200-
medley relay. Lessner also scored in
the 200-free and 400-medley relays.
Skoog scored in the 100-back and the
400-free relay.

Ages 13-14: Nick Giardiello
touched fourth in the 1,000 free
(10:10.24 – TR) and sixth in the 400IM.
Nolan Kearns scored in 200IM (5th),
100-breast (6th) and 400IM (7th). Eric
Chang scored in the 100 and 200-
backstrokes and joined Kearns, Nick
Heath and Jon Baron on the 11th place
200-free relay and 13th place 200-
medley relay.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) Men’s Basketball League held
its semifinal playoff round on March
17 and the “Luck of the Irish” smiled
on Courtmasters and Fast Break. Both
teams now hope their pot of gold is the
two-foot tall golden basketball trophy
to be awarded to the winner after next
week’s championship.

That game will feature the sharp
shooting of Courtmaster’s 32-point-
per-game scorer Jack Ryan against a
Fast Break squad with four players
averaging double-digit points.

Sunday also marked the League’s
second annual Family Day celebration.
Kid’s activities, included free-throw
shooting contests, King of the Court
games and duck-duck-goose games,
with winners taking home lollipops and
licorice. The Mom’s got into the fun too
with a rendition of the “Harlem Shake”
during an intermission.

Sponsors Recognized:
League sponsor Brian Walter of

Oh Brian’s Pub (Fanwood), Trophy
sponsor Steve Filler of Cutting Edge
Industries (Linden), Team sponsors:
Got Skillz’ player Jason Shann (Info-
Prompt of Fanwood), Double Dribble
player Peter Chemidlin (Family In-
vestors Company of Fanwood),
Courtmasters’ (owner Cindy West of
Club West of Fanwood), Hooptown
(owner Sharon Steele of Sharon
Steele Real Estate/Coldwell Banker
of Cranford), Above the Rim spon-
sor (owner Ron Marcovecchio of
Fanwood Clipper of Fanwood), Fast
Break (owner Cheryl Mulligan of
The CALM Approach Therapeutic
Massage of Cranford).

Local legend Lee Gallman “DJ” of
the event and had music and sound
effects creating an NBA-stadium-type
vibe to the day. Countless volunteers
and FSPY staff were involved in the
festivities and recognized for their con-
tributions to the League, which just
completed its fourth regular season.

The third-seeded Courtmasters lev-
eled second-seeded Hooptown, 78-
57, and top-seeded Fast Break edged
Above the Rim, 61-60, to advance to
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
championship game, which was held
on March 24.

Courtmasters clung to a 43-39 lead
at the half, but in the second half, Jack
Ryan found the range and totaled 30
points. The Masters outscored Hoop
Town, 35-18, in the second stanza.
Courtmasters’ Jason Pompeo added
19 points and Joe Encarnacion sank
13. Hooptown’s Brian Parker had 26
points, Steve Calao added 13 and Scott
Lowder had 11.

Above the Rim outpaced Fast Break
most of the game and held an 11-point
lead with about six minutes to play. The
Breakers stepped up, used pressure
defense and got perfect free throw shoot-
ing from Jason Holley (6-for-6 down
the stretch) to tie then take the lead with

less than a minute in regulation.
Above the Rim inbounded the ball

with three seconds remaining, and
Jamal Berry sank the possible game-
winner, but the officials waved it off
as time had expired.

Holley was 8-for-9 from the line in
the second half and finished with 25
points. Jerry Baglien had 16, while
Tim Gray and Steve Lee added nine
each. Berry led Above the Rim with
25 points. Joe Negley netted 11 points
and Kevin Adams and Adam Mertz
had seven apiece.

Double Dribble out-skilled Got
Skillz, 68-63, in the consolation game.
Got Skillz took the early lead and led
38-35 at the half. Kevin Gannon scored
26 points, Ian Brown added 17 and
captain Ara Movsesian sank 12 for Got
Skillz. Double Dribble’s Chris Mattina
tossed in nine 3-pointers en route to 33
points. Mike Ruccio followed with 11
and Keith Karyczak added 10 points.WBA 7TH GRADE CHAMPIONS…The WBA Heat made a great playoff run

that included victories over the two top-seeded teams and captured the boy’s 7th
grade basketball championship with a 38-34 victory over the Mavericks. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: front row; Juandre House, Matt Dente, Jeremy Pinto,
Teddy Diamantopoulos, Linus Koglin and Matt Doyle; back row, Eric Knauss,
Tyvon Araya and Jack Cerria; Coaches are Curt Knauss and Al Dente.

WF U14 Juventus Boys Tie
Monroe Revolution, 2-2

ABOUT TO MAKE A PASS…Westfield U14 Junventus player Joe Aguirre
winds up to make a pass in the game against the Monroe Revolution.

The Westfield U14 Juventus boys
soccer team tied the Monroe Town-
ship Revolution, 2-2, in an exciting
game in Monroe on March 17. Owen
Ripperger’s goal in final minutes
saved the Juventus from a loss.

Most of the first half was scoreless
with Westfield goalie Spencer Beals
making some great saves, but in the
33rd minute, Ripperger received a
perfect through ball from Stefan
Crigler and made an amazing chip-
shot over the goalie for the 1-0 lead.

After halftime, the tide seemed to
switch to Monroe’s side. Off a free
kick, the ball was placed perfectly in

the top right corner of Westfield’s
goal to even up the score. Less than
five minutes later, another screaming
shot flew in from 25 yards out, and
just like that, it was 2-1 Monroe.

After Westfield’s many valiant at-
tempts to score, the game came down
to one last corner kick from Bracco
Dumancic. He lined it high into the
box, and Ripperger was ready for it.
With both teams holding their breath,
he sneaked the ball right inside the
pole for the game-tying goal. In the
final minutes, both teams made fero-
cious attempts to score, but both de-
fenses held strong.

After 10 weeks of a regular season
and three weeks of playoffs, it finally
came down to two teams to decide
which would claim the trophy for the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” Men’s
Basketball 2013 Championship. On
one end of the court was Fast Break,
the team with the best regular-season
record. At the other end were the
Court Masters, the team that would
play underdog in this postseason.

Fast Break did, however, struggle
in the second half of the season, as
they staggered to the post season
bye-round. In their dramatic semifi-
nal, come-from-behind victory last
week, additional cracks in their ar-
mor were exposed.

Court Masters crept through the sea-
son but did finish strong. Unlike, Fast
Break they did not have a first round
bye then in the championship game,
they thumped Fast Break, 82-63.

Fast Break jumped to a 27-21 first-
quarter lead behind the play of Jason
Holley and Tim Gray. Meanwhile the
Court Masters were trying to find their
rhythm as Jack Ryan kept the game
from getting out of hand too early.

In the second quarter, the Court
Masters rallied to being down by
only one point by halftime with a
score of 41-40 in spite of Holley’s 17
first-half points. But, that’s because
Ryan answered with 23 points.

As the third quarter ticked on, Fast
Break started to take a lead that
stretched itself to nine points. By
quarter’s end, Court Masters nar-
rowed the score to 54-50.

With approximately nine minutes
remaining in the fourth quarter, after
Ryan missed three straight free
throws, the Court Masters caught fire
offensively and defensively. Fast
Break’s pace turned into a crawl,
while Court Masters were speeding
up. With six minutes to go, Court
Masters seized a seven-point lead.

Court Masters controlled the ball
for the final minutes, while Fast Break
fizzled and broke down. Ryan fin-
ished with 40 points and also earned
the prestigious clutch award, known
as the Playoff’s MVP award. Greg
Gardner, named to the All-Defensive
team, chipped in 14 points and seven
assists. Holley, named to the All-
Offensive team, dropped 25 points
and grabbed 14 rebounds for Fast
Break. Gray had 19 points, eight re-
bounds in the losing effort.

The 2013 Awards were given out
prior to the presentation of the Cham-
pionship trophy. The monthly valu-
able player awards for December 2012,
January 2013, and February 2013 were
handed to Brian Parker, Holley and
Marlon Brown. Additionally, Parker
was named the MVP for 2013.

ALL-OFFENSE TEAM:
Jamal Berry, F
Jason Holley, F
Marlon Brown, PG
Jason Pompeo, SG
Brian Parker, C

ALL-DEFENSE TEAM:
Jamal Berry, F
Eric Lai, F
Marlon Brown, PG
Greg Gardner, SG
Steve Lee, C

THREE-PEAT CHAMPIONS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Immaculate Heart
of Mary 7th grade girls basketball team captured the Clark Crusaders Winter
Tournament Championship and the Garden State League Championship for the
third consecutive year. Additionally, the girls won the Wayne Turkey Shootout
and the Wayne March Madness Tournament of Champions. The three-year team
record is 110-12. Team members include: Maddy Bord, Isabella DiDario, Nya
Downing, Danielle Mrozek, Katie Mrozek, Erika Muskus, Brianna O’Brien and
Alex Scariati. Coaches: Frank Scariati and Jeff O’Brien.

FC Premier Barcelona Begin
Spring U12 Boys Soccer Season

The Westfield FC Premier
Barcelona U12 boys soccer team
started its spring campaign by play-
ing in the very competitive Ironbound
Spring Warmup Tournament this past
weekend. They played the 11th-
ranked team in NJ Ironbound Azurri
on March 15 to a 0-0 tie.

On March 16, they beat the No. 8
Randolph Bulls, 3-2. Barcelona gave
up an early goal a couple of minutes
into the game but recovered to take a
2-1 lead at halftime. Randolph scored
halfway through the second half to
tie the match then Barcelona scored
with five minutes remaining and held
on to secure the win.

After the preliminary games they
were tied with the Ironbound Azurri on
points and beat them in penalty kicks to
become the first seed in their bracket.

On March 18 in the semifinals,
they faced No. 12 Vistula Dragons,
who defeated them last year in the
championship game. Barcelona net-
ted a goal 10 minutes into the match.
At halftime the score was 1-1.
Barcelona scored again to go up 2-1
but gave up the equalizer only min-
utes later. At the end of regulation the
score was 2-2. Barcelona won on
penalty kicks to advance to the cham-
pionship game.

Barcelona was defeated in the
championship game by the No. 1
team in NJ and No. 2 team in USA,
the Cedar Stars Academy.

Barcelona’s efforts earned them a
No. 9 ranking in NJ. The FC Premier
Barcelona team is made up primarily
of Westfield boys and their surround-
ing towns.

WF PAL Matmen Cap Season at State Tourney
The Westfield PAL Youth Wres-

tling teams capped off a very suc-
cessful 2012-2013 with a great show-
ing in this year’s Youth States tourna-
ment. Overall the various level of
Westfield Youth wrestling had nine
kids qualify this year.

In the Bantam division, Jack Mar-
tin took seventh, Luke Jacobs ad-

vanced to the round of 12 and Chase
Turnoff and Jack Price both quali-
fied. In the Novice division, CJ
Composto won the title, Luke Hoerle
placed eighth, Jake Bencivenga ad-
vanced to the round of 12 and
Jonathon Heard qualified. Finally, at
the Intermediate division, Zach
Rabinowitz placed sixth.

The Westfield Blue 4th grade boys
basketball team used a combination
of defense, hustle and balanced scor-
ing to finish in first place in the Ameri-
can division of the Garden State
League and capture the champion-
ship of the Branchburg March Mad-
ness tournament.

The team received great point-guard
play from Ezra Budashewitz and Ryan
Pettit, while Dylan Kronick, Gerard
Bryson and Griffin Dagosta provided
strong outside play. Big men Jack

Spellman and Sebastian Birse pro-
vided outstanding interior play and
received plenty of support from Patrick
Reynders and Braden Stryker.
Swingmen Matt Melao, Sean Hazard
and Colby Shovlin provided excellent
play on both ends of the court.

Under the guidance and leadership
of Head Coach Ron Shovlin and as-
sistants Todd Dagosta, John Pettit
and Kevin Spellman, the boys com-
pleted their season with an overall
record of 18-5.

Westfield Blue 4th Cagers Win Division Title
The Westfield Blue 4th grade boys basketball team

The FC Premier Barcelona U12 boys soccer team

FSPY Court Masters Impede
Fast Break for Hoops Crown

Probitas Verus Honos
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-018461-12
FILE NO. 51333-349
FILED MAR 20, 2013

CIVIL ACTION AMENDED
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

U.S. BANK CUSTODIAN FOR PHOE-
NIX FUNDING, Plaintiff(s) vs. PEDRONAL
ARCILA, his heirs, devisees and personal
representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest;
DORIS B. ARCILA, Widow, Individually
and as Administratrix of the Estate of
Pedronal Arcila, Deceased; DORIS G.
ARCILA; STEPHANIE ARCILA; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY; STATEWIDE SAV-
INGS BANK, SLA now SOVEREIGN
BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; INDE-
PENDENCE COMMUNITY BANK now
SOVEREIGN BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION; ARTHUR HIGGINS,
Defendant(s)

THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it ap-
pearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, PEDRONAL
ARCILA, his heirs, devisees and personal
representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest;
DORIS B. ARCILA, Widow, Individually
and as Administratrix of the Estate of
Pedronal Arcila, Deceased; DORIS G.
ARCILA; STEPHANIE ARCILA; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY; STATEWIDE SAV-
INGS BANK, SLA now SOVEREIGN
BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; INDE-
PENDENCE COMMUNITY BANK now
SOVEREIGN BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION; ARTHUR HIGGINS; that plain-
tiff has produced before this court tax sale
certificate #10-086, certified to be a true
copy, which certificate is dated June 10,
2010, and is of record in the Union County
Clerk’s Office on August 4, 2010, in book
12946, page 433, as Instrument #514159,
which covers Block 701, Lot 61, in the
Township of Hillside. Said certificate has
been marked Exhibit P-1 on the part of the
plaintiff. More than two years have elapsed
since the sale of said lands by the Town-
ship of Hillside, and the lands have not
been redeemed from the tax sale; that
plaintiff has produced before this court its
Certification showing that there is due on
said tax sale certificate, together with sub-
sequent taxes and interest, the sum of
$51,120.58 as of January 31, 2013; and

IT IS on this 20th day of March, 2013,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $51,120.58, which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest
as of January 31, 2013, together with costs

duly taxed in the sum of $1,429.98. An
exact redemption amount must be ob-
tained from the municipal tax collector;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 6th
day of May, 2013, between the hours of
nine o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock
in the afternoon, at the office of the Tax
Collector of the Township of Hillside, Mu-
nicipal Building, Liberty and Hillside Av-
enues, Hillside, New Jersey, be and the
same is hereby fixed as the time and place
for the redemption of the said lands as
described in the complaint and making up
the premises concerning which the com-
plaint is filed, and that thereupon the de-
fendant who redeems shall be entitled to
the certificate of tax sale duly endorsed for
cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the Township of Hillside,
and the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises. Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be per-
mitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be pub-
lished in The Westfield Leader, a newspa-
per circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than twenty days prior to
the date fixed for redemption by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the Township of Hillside, and that
said Tax Collector of the Township of Hill-
side certify to this Court whether the pre-
mises were or were not redeemed from the
plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in accordance
with the terms of this Order.

PAUL INNES, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 3/28/13, The Leader Fee: $114.75

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Under the terms of the “Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975, C. 231, and pur-
suant to requirements of N.J.S.A 10: 4-10
of the Open Public Meetings Act, please
be advised that circumstances necessi-
tate amending the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders’ 2013 Meeting Sched-
ule to reflect the change in time only, for the
commencement of the Thursday, April 4,
2013 Agenda Setting Session from 7:00pm
to 7:30pm. The Agenda Setting Session
will take place in the Freeholders’ Meeting
Room, Administration Building, 6th Floor,
10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New
Jersey as originally scheduled.

Persons requiring a sign language inter-
preter should contact the Office of the
Clerk of the Board at 908-527-4140.

James E. Pellettiere, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 3/28/13, The Leader Fee: $20.40

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start
mornings April 4th,
evenings April 10th.
CHHA, classes start
evenings April 15th.

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends April 21st.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

MOUNTAINSIDE

400-1000 sq.ft. available in full
service building near GSP and
Rte 22. All Services, ample park-
ing. Reasonable. (908) 789-8961

CRANFORD

Medical/health services offices
available in Cranford Medical
Building. All services, on site
parking, well known location.
Reasonable (908) 789-8961

OFFICE SPACE RENTAL

Mountainside
Shared two-suite office within
charming two-story brick building.
Approximately 200 s.f. private of-
fice plus reception area and sec-
retarial space. Close to major high-
ways; $1,200 a month including
utilities, use of copying machine
and weekly cleaning services. Can
be utilized by solo attorney, CPA
or insurance broker/agent.

Call (908) 233-6661

Cranford Hist. Soc. to Hold
Vintage Jewelry Program

CRANFORD – The Cranford His-
torical Society will present “To
Dazzle You…100 Years of Vintage
Costume Jewelry” with costume
jewelry expert Joyce Simmons on
Sunday, April 7, from 2:15 to 4 p.m.
at the Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Ms. Simmons will offer a his-
toric presentation of costume jew-
elry. She is the founder/coordina-
tor of the NJ/METRO Chapter of
VFCJ, Vintage Fashion and Cos-
tume Jewelry, as well as an author,
lecturer and avid collector of vin-
tage costume and collectible jew-
elry. Her jewelry articles have ap-
peared in antique magazines and
she exhibits at the Hamburg An-
tique Center in Hamburg, N.J.

Participants will have an oppor-
tunity to learn how to start a col-
lection and to identify, care for and
properly wear vintage jewelry.

This will be a fund-raising event.
Attendees are invited to bring or
wear their vintage costume jew-
elry or heirlooms to the presenta-
tion. Ms. Simmons will be able to
tell audience members the design
history, age and verbally appraise
their jewelry. The charge for Ms.
Simmons to discuss attendees’ jew-
elry is $10 for three pieces of jew-
elry or $5 for one piece of jewelry.

Reservations are required. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call the

historical society’s office at (908)
276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
The Society is dedicated to the per-
petuation of Cranford’s history by
continuing to collect and document
the town’s past into the 21st cen-
tury. For more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Center for Hope Auxiliary
To Sponsor Show May 10

WESTFIELD – The Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
Auxiliary will sponsor Olympus on
My Mind on Friday, May 10, at the
Westfield Community Players, lo-
cated at 1000 North Avenue in
Westfield.

Olympus on My Mind is a musical
comedy set in ancient Greece fea-
turing disguises, deceits and mis-
taken identities as part of a laughter-
filled romp. Based on a play by
Heinrich Von Kleist, the music is by
Grant Sturiale and lyrics by Barry
Harman. Doors will open at 7 p.m.
and the show starts at 8 p.m. Tickets
are $25 and may be purchased at the
Hope Chest Thrift Shop, located at
26 Prospect Street in Westfield, or
by calling Terry Segreto at (732)

382-1648 or Marge Jasman at (732)
381-3686.

The Center for Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care is a non-profit orga-
nization providing services for ter-
minally ill patients and their fami-
lies regardless of their financial situ-
ation. End-of-life care is provided at
two inpatient facilities and in pa-
tients’ homes. The Auxiliary’s mis-
sion is to increase public awareness
of the center’s various services and
to support the center financially
through various fund-raising events.

New members are always wel-
come. For information on the Auxil-
iary, call the Hope Chest Thrift Shop
at (908) 233-9973, e-mail
info@centerforhope.comor visit the
thrift shop. Information also can be
found on the center website at
centerforhope.com.

The Auxiliary generally meets the
first Monday of each month at 7
p.m. at the Center for Hope’s Ad-
ministration Building at 1900
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

HISTORY ON THE SEA…Troop No. 73 of Westfield recently visited Battleship
Cove in Fall River, Mass. to explore the world’s largest collection of historic naval
ships. After touring the battleship Massachusetts, destroyer Joseph P. Kennedy
Jr., submarine Lionfish, PT Boats 617 and 796 and the Russian missile corvette
Hiddensee, the Scouts and adult leaders spent the night of March 9 aboard the
Massachusetts. The night program included a knot-tying class, storyteller, living-
history presenter, major motion pictures and Morse Code class. Anyone whose
son is interested in joining Troop No. 73 may contact Scoutmaster Henry Hom at
HenryHom73@gmail.com.

Professor to Tell Hadassah
About Terezin Composers

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
general meeting on Monday, April 8,
at noon at Temple Emanu-El, located
at 756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Matthew Halper, a professor of
music at Kean University, will be the
guest speaker. His presentation will
be an introduction to a few of the
prominent composers of Terezin, the
concentration camp located in
Czechoslovakia during World War
II, and the music they created during
their internment. He will demonstrate
their creativity in the face of adver-
sity. For these composers, their lives
ended tragically in Auschwitz.

Professor Halper is artistic director
of Ars Vitalis, the New Jersey New
Music Forum. He received a D.M.A.

degree in music composition from
the University of Maryland. He also
earned a Master of Arts degree in
Composition and Theory, a Master of
Science degree in Applied Mathemat-
ics and a Bachelor of Science degree
in Electrical Engineering. He has re-
ceived multiple awards from ASCAP
and is a 2000 and 2006 recipient of
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts Individual Artist Fellowship.

Members are encouraged to bring
their lunch. Dessert and coffee will be
served. Prior to the general meeting, a
book club meeting will take place at
10:30 a.m., where “Unorthodox: A
Scandalous Rejection of My Hasidic
Roots” by Deborah Feldman will be
discussed. For additional information,
call Joan Finkelstein at (973) 379-2815.

Caregivers to Meet
Monday Evening

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

The next meeting will take place
on April 1. These are information and
sharing sessions. For more informa-
tion, call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-
1214.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

SP Egg Hunt to Be
Held This Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission, along
with the Scotch Plains Junior
Woman’s Club, has announced that
their Easter Egg Hunt will now be
Saturday, March 30, at the Village
Green adjacent to the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building on Park Avenue.

The Egg Hunt, which was origi-
nally to take place March 23, was
rescheduled so as not to conflict with
multiple other events occurring on
the original date.

This event is open to all children
age 8 years and younger and will
begin at 10 a.m. The Woman’s Club
will present a variety of activities,
including face painting, jellybean
guess and a bake sale.

For more information, call the
Scotch Plains Recreation Department
at (908) 322-6700, extension no. 223.

Thrift Shop to Conduct
Toy Sale on April 3

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church Thrift Shop will hold a
toy sale on Wednesday, April 3. Visitors
will have an opportunity to choose from
playhouses, blocks, puzzles for 3- to 7-
year-olds, dolls and play tools, among
other merchandise. Ty Beanie Babies
will be available as well.

The thrift shop is open on Wednes-
days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and can be
accessed off MacDermott Avenue
through the door left of the ramp. The
shop also sells clothing for children
and adults as well as houseware items,
books and cards.

All sale proceeds at the thrift shop
are donated back into the community
through local charities. This sale’s
proceeds will go to “First Children”
in Fanwood.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 889-8891, e-
mail fanwoodpress@erols.com or
visit fanwoodpc.org.

Art Expert to Speak
At Temple Brunch

WESTFIELD – All are welcome
Sunday, April 7, at 10 a.m. to the
Men’s Club Lox and Bagels Brunch
at Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. Artist
Andre Salz, a resident of Quakertown,
Pa., will be the guest speaker.

Mr. Salz is a painter who has ex-
hibited in Philadelphia and New York,
as well as other locations. He holds a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from
the University of the Arts.

His lecture will explore how the
Dutch artist Rembrandt and the Jew-
ish community of Amsterdam inter-
acted with and affected each other.
The story is one of interfaith coop-
eration and aesthetic change.

A lox-and-bagels brunch will be
served. To respond, interested per-
sons are asked to e-mail
mensclub@tewnj.org. A suggested
contribution of $5 will be payable at
the door. For more information, con-
tact Carolyn Shane, executive direc-
tor, at (908) 232-6770, extension no.
114, or cshane@tewnj.org, or visit
the temple website, tewnj.org.

5K and One-Mile Run Set
For May 19 In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-
reation Commission and the Westfield
Recreation Department will hold their
annual 5K Run and One-Mile Fun
Run/Walk on Sunday, May 19, at 9
a.m. The event will start and end in
Tamaques Park, located at 1101 Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield.

“The goal of this event is to not only
provide residents with a healthy family
event, but to celebrate teens by helping
to provide drug- and alcohol-free pro-
gram opportunities for all teens in our
community throughout the year,” said
Bruce Kaufmann, director of the
Westfield Recreation Department.

Proceeds from Westfield’s Annual
5K and One-Mile Run will benefit the
department’s teen programming, such
as the Night Place Program, The Teen
Center (The Underground), Memo-
rial Pool Teen Swims and the Teen
Scene Summer Playground Program.

The One-Mile Fun Run/Walk will
begin at 9 a.m., with the 5K Race
beginning at 9:30 a.m. The registration
table will be available starting at 8 a.m.

A $10 Fun Run registration fee
will be required for those who want
to participate ($8 before Wednesday,
May 1). A $25 5K Race registration
fee will apply to interested partici-
pants for this run ($20 before May 1).
Individual donations also can be made
to benefit teen programming.

Participants can register at the rec-

reation department or online by vis-
iting raceforum.com/westfield. All
registered runners and walkers should
pick up their packets at the race reg-
istration table starting at 8 a.m. the
morning of the race.

Anyone interested in volunteer
opportunities is asked to call Traci at
(908) 789-4080, extension no. 4081,
before Wednesday, May 15.

For more information, call the
Westfield Recreation Department at
(908) 789-4080 or e-mail
recreation@westfieldnj.gov.

STEM DAY…Westfield Schools engaged in activities designed to raise awareness
about integrating the disciplines of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM) in a special day that included visits by guest speakers from a wide range
of STEM fields including neuroscience, genetic engineering, chemistry, and
cryogenics. Pictured, Mike Staub and Sara Goska from Linde Cryogenics,
demonstrate to Westfield High School students how basic scientific principles are
applied to engineering.

Westfield Schools Engage
In STEM Activities

WESTFIELD  — Westfield schools
engaged in activities designed to raise
awareness about integrating the dis-
ciplines of Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math (STEM) in a
special day that included visits by
guest speakers from a wide range of
STEM fields including neuroscience,
genetic engineering, chemistry, and
cryogenics. Math and Science teach-
ers planned over two dozen activi-
ties, including designing filtration
systems, participating in a
rollercoaster challenge, and riding a
hovercraft to calculate the coefficient
of friction.

In Edison and Roosevelt Interme-

diate Schools, activities included de-
sign challenges such as the investiga-
tion of floatation elements to provide
buoyancy to an action figure placed
in water. In order for the students to
provide life-preserving assistance
they needed to manipulate the Den-
sity = Mass over volume formula – a
concept that can be misunderstood
by middle schoolers and adults alike.

Franklin Elementary School cre-
ated a design challenge which in-
volved containing a simulated oil
spill, and organized an assembly on
the scientific method. All the elemen-
tary schools have STEM activities
planned in the coming weeks.

2004 HONDA PILOT EX-L

Red, 82K miles, leather, dvd, 1
owner, seats 8, well maintained,
runs like new! $9000. Email me
chrismlogan@hotmail.com

Relax
David Realty Group
530 South Avenue West
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

David Realty Group
Residential Brokerage Firm

Lorena Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner

RRRR
Contact us to learn about how for a limited time you can 
list your home at an exclusive commission of only 4½%.✳

Let us prove to you

(908)264-8843 or info@DavidRealtyGroup.com

we are the BEST
boutique residential real estate office 

in Union County!

*In New Jersey commission rates are negotiable. If your property is now listed for sale or lease this mailer is not intended for solicitation of that
listing. REALTOR® is a federally registered collective membership mark which identifies a real estate professional who is a member of the NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, a disability or family status.
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Mayors Council Refocuses
Efforts on Irene Damages

HELPING SENIORS… Union County Freeholders, from left to right, Bruce Bergen,
Bette Jane Kowalski and Vernell Wright, present a certificate of appreciation to
Cocoa and John Catallo of Springfield for their dedication to delivering Meals On
Wheels to local seniors in the Springfield area for the past 10 years. The couple was
honored in February as SAGE Eldercare’s “Sweetheart Volunteers for 2013.”

REGION — At its March meeting
in Millburn, the Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed made it a
top priority to better define the extent
of the damages left by Hurricane
Irene. The current estimate is over
$100 million of damages to schools,
business districts and homes.

The mayors of the 11 communities
participating in the Mayors Council
have been working along with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
New Jersey State Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP) to
evaluate flood control alternatives that
could protect residents and businesses
from future storms. A major poten-
tial is the development of the South
Mountain Regional Detention Facil-
ity that could, according to U.S. Army
Corps hydrology evaluations, lower
water elevations during peak storm
conditions by almost three feet in
Millburn, Union, and Springfield and
also benefit Cranford, Maplewood,
Kenilworth and Rahway. The other
projects include Lenape Park and
Robinson’s Branch and channel
modifications in Cranford.

As part of the evaluation that the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will
do is to develop a benefits-cost ratio
that if a project benefits (damages
avoided) exceed costs by more than
one times puts the project in the line
to be federally funded which would
mean 65 percent of the cost would be
paid by the federal government, while
75 percent of the remaining cost
would be state funded.

The mayors decided to ensure an
accurate assessment of the damages
was being considered and made it a
priority to produce a report that will
be provided to federal officials.

Dan Aschenbach, of the Mayors
Council, said some of the damages
included thus far are: the cost to resi-
dents and businesses of the six-day
power outage due to a flooded power

substation causing monetary loss im-
pacts in Cranford, Westfield, Garwood
and Fanwood; the Garden State Park-
way was flooded and closed with the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority losing
toll revenues, and the downtown busi-
ness districts were closed in Cranford,
Millburn and Rahway for several days
resulting in small business losses. In
addition, over 2,500 houses were im-
pacted in the communities with many
with first floors damages; Cranford’s
Brookside School had over $4 million
of damage and Cranford’s municipal
building first floor was out of service
for more than a year.

Millburn Mayor Haimoff said,
“The Mayors Council on Rahway
River Watershed expects the U.S.
Army Corps will be evaluating the
benefit-cost information over the next
several months and we expect to en-
sure they have as accurate informa-
tion as possible.”

In other business, the mayors are
urging in the Fiscal Year 2014 state
budget funding to investigate the po-
tential impacts of the development of
the regional dry detention basin in
South Mountain so Essex County
and the City of Orange can under-
stand the potential impacts of the
project including evaluation of any
impacts of the basin on water wells
and on park inundation of holding
back storm water for a few days to let
the peak storm pass. The acceleration
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
evaluation of the alternatives in the
watershed so that a decision can be
made in 2013 on South Mountain,
Lenape Park and Robinson’s Branch
projects. The mayors have been con-
tacting Governor Chris Christie and
state legislators to urge support. The
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders have unanimously ap-
proved a resolution in support of the
flood control efforts and request to
Governor.

County’s Pistol Range
Opens for Public Use

COUNTY — The Union County
Sheriff’s Office Pistol Range is now
open to the public on Sundays. An
orientation/safety course is required
for members of the public who would
like to use the firearms facility.

The course is designed to inform
civilian shooters of the policies and
standard operation procedures at the
range in order to provide the safest
environment for recreational shooting.
It is not a firearms training course and
guns are prohibited.

A valid firearms identification card
and a valid form of photo identification
are required in order to attend the orien-
tation/safety course, which is manda-
tory for anyone wishing to use the
range. Other safety courses or the New
Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
Hunter Safety Course do not qualify as
substitutes for the range course.

Upon completion of the course, par-
ticipants will receive a Union County
Sheriff’s Office Pistol Range Safety
Card, which must be presented during
each visit to the range.

The fee for the course and safety
identification card is $20 for Union
County residents, $10 for Union County
senior citizens and youths between 12
and 17 years old, $30 for non-county
residents and $15 for out-of-county
seniors and youths. These fees do not
include range time, which is $10 per
hour. All minors must be accompanied
by a parent or guardian.

The range, located at 301 Shunpike
Road in Springfield, will be open for
public use on Sundays from noon until
5 p.m. from March through December.
Shooters must present their Sheriff’s
Office Pistol Range Safety Card and
must also provide their own targets and
ammunition. Target frames will be pro-
vided free of charge. Handguns are not
to be greater than .45 in caliber. Mag-
num ammunition is not allowed. Only
rifles of .22 caliber may be used.

To make an appointment for the ori-
entation/safety course, call the range at
(908) 273-1129. For more informa-
tion, visit ucnj.org/government/sher-
iff/Pistol-Range.

Anti-Bullying Forum to Be
Held April 4 at Vo-Tech

SCOTCH PLAINS — Parents, edu-
cators, social service providers and
the general public are invited to at-
tend a public forum that focuses on
bullying and bias on Thursday, April
4, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School’s Baxel Hall, located at 1776
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

The forum, “Anti-Bullying Bill of
Rights Update,” is sponsored by the
Union County Human Relations Com-
mission (UCHRC). Paula Rodriguez
Rust, the featured presenter, will pro-
vide practical, hands-on and need-to-
know information about the New Jer-
sey Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights
(ABBOR). Topics to be addressed
include what this legislation means
for students, parents and schools; an
overview of what bullying is, and
how to address bullying from those
perspectives as well as that of the
anti-bullying specialist, who must
both investigate and support students;
and when law enforcement should be
called in.

“Parents need to understand how to
advise their child, whether the child is
being bullied, or has been reported for
a bullying offense,” UCHRC Co-Chair
Barbara Boyer stated. “Educators, the
school’s anti-bullying specialist and
social service agencies want to know
how to help youth and families pre-
vent and cope with bullying.”

Rodriguez Rust will also address
the critical role of bias in defining and
addressing bullying, and how to en-
sure a positive school climate for all
students. In addition, she will discuss
what has been learned in the 18 months
since the New Jersey Anti-Bullying
Bill of Rights became law. The explo-
ration will include identifying confu-
sions, common mistakes, challenges,
conflicts, hidden negative unintended
consequences, and what might have
overlooked, as well as important ele-
ments often overlooked in pre-pack-
aged anti-bullying programs.

Mr. Rust, a sociologist, is the owner
of Spectrum Diversity LLC and
founding partner of the Alliance for
Comprehensive and Effective Strate-
gies (ACES) for Bullying Preven-
tion, and is a court-recognized expert
witness on bullying. She provides

consulting, professional develop-
ment, and assessment services to
schools, as well as continuing educa-
tion workshops on cultural diversity
and bullying. She has published two
books, dozens of professional articles,
lectured internationally, and has ap-
peared on news shows including 20/
20, and recently received awards for
her work on raising awareness of
diversity from the New Jersey Bias
Crime Officers Association and the
Union County Human Relations
Commission.

 The forum is free, with a sug-
gested $10 donation. There is a $20
advance registration fee for any edu-
cator who wishes to receive a certifi-
cate of attendance for professional
development units (two hours) and
an educators handout packet that con-
tains materials that can be turnkeyed
to other school personnel. For more
information, call (908) 889-9028 or
e-mail kpositan@ucnj.org.

Candidates Urged to
Make Appointments
TRENTON – The New Jersey Di-

vision of Elections is urging candi-
dates seeking their party’s nomina-
tion for governor, State Senate and
General Assembly to schedule an
appointment to submit their nomi-
nating petition.

 Completed petitions must be sub-
mitted in-person to the Division of
Elections at 225 West State Street in
Trenton no later than 4 p.m. on Mon-
day, April 1, in order to appear on the
Tuesday, June 4, Primary Election
ballot.  Blank petitions are available
online at Elections.NJ.gov. Schedul-
ing an appointment can be done at
www.state.nj.us/state/elections/can-
didate-petitions-filing.html.

Appointments are available Mon-
day through Friday at 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. daily until this Monday,
March 31.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-47890-09
FILE NO. 51333-334

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO
NATHANIEL O. WILSON;
GEORGE IHNAT, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; SU-
SAN IHNAT, HER HEIRS, DE-
VISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST;

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and re-
quired to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Amended Complaint filed in a civil
action in which U.S. Bank Custodian for
Phoenix is plaintiff and Lenore Wilson,
Divorced, et al. are defendants, pending in
the Superior Court of New Jersey, within
35 days after March 28, 2013, exclusive of
such date. If you fail to do so, judgment by
default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the Amended Com-
plaint. You shall file your answer and proof
of service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court, Hughes Justice Complex,
P.O. Box 971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625,
in accordance with the rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure. You are further ad-
vised that if you cannot afford an attorney,
you may call the Legal Services office in
the county where you live or the Legal
Services of New Jersey Statewide Hotline
at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529). If
you do not have an attorney and are not
eligible for free legal assistance, you may
obtain a referral to an attorney by calling
one of the Lawyer Referral Services. The
names and telephone numbers of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service:  (908) 353-4715. Legal Service:
(908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate #06-00094 dated June 11, 2007 made
by Robert A. Mack, Collector of Taxes of
the City of Elizabeth, County of Union, and
State of New Jersey, to U.S. Bank Custo-
dian for Phoenix and covers real estate
located at 148 Fifth [5th] Street in the City
of Elizabeth, County of Union, and State of
New Jersey known as Lot 344, Block 3, as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of the City of Elizabeth.
Said tax sale certificate was recorded in
the Clerk’s Office of Union County on June
21, 2007, in book 12201 of mortgages,
page 451, as instrument #445702.

YOU, NATHANIEL O. WILSON, are
made a defendant in the above entitled
action because title of record to the pre-
mises being foreclosed became vested in
Nathaniel O. Wilson and Lenore Wilson,
his wife, by deed dated September 24,

1975.  According to Lenore Wilson, subse-
quent to taking title in 1975, and prior to
November 1, 1997, she and Nathaniel O.
Wilson divorced. Following their divorce,
they became tenants in common rather
than tenants by the entirety. There is no
deed on record vesting title to the premise
being foreclosed solely in the name of
Lenore Wilson. Inasmuch as there is no
deed on record out of Nathaniel O. Wilson
for his share of ownership, he is named as
a party defendant.

YOU, GEORGE IHNAT, are made a
defendant in the above entitled action be-
cause on September 24, 1975, Lenore
Wilson and Nathaniel O. Wilson executed
a mortgage to you and Susan Ihnat, your
wife. Said mortgage was recorded in the
Union County Clerk’s Office on September
25, 1975, in book 3071 of mortgages, page
474. Amount $20,000.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESNTATIVS OF GEORGE
IHNAT, AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, AND EACH of you are made
defendants in the above entitled action
because according to the inquiry per-
formed, it is believed that George Ihnat
died on or about September 11, 1997, a
resident of Florida.  He was 87 year of age.
This information was located through the
Social Security Death Index. No proof other
than that record has been located. There-
fore, plaintiff joined George Ihnat, his heirs,
devisees and personal representatives,
and their or any of their successors in right,
title and interest as party defendants.

YOU, SUSAN IHNAT, are made a de-
fendant in the above entitled action be-
cause on September 24, 1975, Lenore
Wilson and Nathaniel O. Wilson executed
a mortgage to you and your husband,
George Ihnat. Said mortgage was recorded
in the Union County Clerk’s Office on Sep-
tember 25, 1975, in book 3071 of mort-
gages, page 474. Amount $20,000.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF SUSAN
IHNAT, AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, AND EACH of you are made
defendants in the above entitled action
because it is plaintiff’s belief that she is
also deceased, but no definite proof has
been found. If she were still living, she
would be over 100 years of age. There-
fore, plaintiff joined Susan Ihnat, her heirs,
devisees and personal representatives,
and their or any of their successors in right,
title and interest as party defendants.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Amended Complaint, a copy of which will
be furnished you on request addressed to
the attorneys of the plaintiff at the above
mentioned address.
DATED:  March 28, 2013

JENNIFER M. PEREZ, Acting Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that
sealed bids will be received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, in
the County of Union, for the furnishing of
the hereinafter described labor, material
and equipment for Proposed District
Wide Exterior Door Replacements,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation, Scotch Plains, New Jersey (here-
inafter, the “Project”) and opened and read
in public at Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education Offices located at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, on April 11, 2013, at 10:00
a.m. prevailing time. Bids to be received
for this work shall be Combined/Lump Sum
Bids for all the work required.

Bidding Documents may be examined
at the office of Potter Architects, L.L.C.,
410 Colonial Avenue, Union, New Jersey
07083, during business hours. A copy
thereof may be procured in person only on
or after March 28, 2013, at the Architect’s
office for the purpose of bidding. Bidders
shall notify the Architect in advance prior to
obtaining bidding documents (Plans and
Project Manual) by calling Potter Archi-
tects (908-686-2547). Documents will not
be mailed. Cash or check to the order of
said Architect in the sum of $100 (hard
copy) is required, which is non-refundable.
Neither Owner nor Architect assumes any
responsibility for errors, omissions, or mis-
interpretations resulting from the use of
incomplete sets of Bidding Documents, or
copies of Bidding Documents obtained in
electronic media form, internet plan rooms
or other internet plan sites, or copies of
Bidding Documents obtained from any
source other than the Architect’s Office.

All bids must conform to the Project
Manual.  Bids must be made on standard
bid forms in the manner designated by the
Project Manual, must be enclosed in sealed
envelopes bearing the name and address
of the bidder, the contract being bid on the
outside thereof, addressed to Owner and
should be delivered in person to the Owner.
Owner will not be responsible for bids sent
by mail or delivery service.

Each bid shall be accompanied by the
following:

1. Guarantee payable to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education that
bidder, if the Contract is awarded to him,
will enter into a contract therefore. Guar-
antee shall be in the amount of 10% of the
bid, but not in excess of $20,000.00 and
may be in the form of certified check,
cashier’s check or Bid Bond, as per NJSA
18A:18A-24.

2. Certificate from a surety company
stating that it will provide the Bidder with a
Performance, Payment Bond and Mainte-
nance Bond in such sum and form as is
required in the Specifications.

3. Affidavit showing Notice of Classifica-
tion in  accordance with the standards of
and by the  New Jersey Department of the

Treasury,  Division of Property Manage-
ment and Construction, for bids $20,000
and over, for  prime  Bidders and all sub-
contractors, prior to the date that Bids are
received.

Notices of Classification must include
as Prime Bidder: C008 General Con-
struction, C009 General Construction/Al-
terations and Additions, or C011 Doors
and Hardware.

4. A statement setting forth the names
and addresses of all stockholders owning
10% or more of the stock in the case of a
corporation, or 10% or greater interest in
the case of a partnership, or acknowledg-
ment that no person or entity has 10% or
greater proprietary interest in the Bidder.

Bidders are notified as follows:
1. Addendum may be issued by the

Owner in accordance with the Project
Manual up to seven (7) business days
prior to receipt of Bids.

Bidders are notified that they must com-
ply with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.37 and 34:11-56.38 et seq. (Wages on
Public Works) and that the contract to be
awarded in the case shall contain a stipu-
lation that the wage rate must be paid to
workmen employed in the performance of
the contracts shall not be less than the
prevailing wage rate as determined by the
Commissioner of the Department of Labor
and Industry of the State of New Jersey.

Bidders are notified that they must com-
ply with the provisions of P.L. 1999, c.238
(The Public Works Contractor Registra-
tion Act), which became effective on April
11, 2000, and P.L. 2004, c.57 (Business
Registration of Public Contractors) which
became effective on September 1, 2004.

Bidders are notified that they must com-
ply with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 52:31-1
to 52:33-4, the statutes on the use of
domestic materials on public work.

Bidders are put on notice that the Owner
is an exempt organization under the provi-
sions of the New Jersey State Sales and
Use Tax (N.J.S.A. 54:32B-1 et. seq.) and is
not required to pay sales tax.

All bidders are put on notice that they are
required to comply with all rules and regu-
lations and orders promulgated by the
State Treasurer pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:5-
31 et. seq. and with all provisions of  N.J.S.A.
10:2-1 through 10:2-4 (Affirmative Action),
and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

No Bidder may withdraw his Bid for a
period of sixty (60) days after the date set
for the opening thereof. The Owner re-
serves the right to consider the Bids for
sixty (60) days after receipt thereof, and
further reserves the right to reject any and
all Bids and to waive any informalities in
any Bid or Bids, and to make such awards
as may be in the best interest of the Owner.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki,
Business. Administrator/Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Bronx Zoo Trip Set
To Benefit Children

CLARK – A bus trip to the Bronx
Zoo to benefit children will take place
on Sunday, June 2. The bus will leave
promptly at 9 a.m. from 33 Westfield
Avenue in Clark and will leave the
zoo at 4:30 p.m. in order to arrive
back at 6 p.m.

The package will include general
admission; the Zoo Shuttle round trip
(ride all day); the Children’s Zoo,
where more than 40 species of ani-
mals are presented in five zones of
wild and domestic habitation and 13
participatory exhibits allow visitors
to act out animal behavior; the Bug
Carousel; Jungle World Butterfly
Garden; the Congo Gorilla Forest
and the new 4D Theater experience.

Participants also will be able to
visit the souvenir shops and bring
their cameras. They are advised to
dress comfortably. Interested persons
are encouraged to make reservations
early. There will be no refunds and
the deadline is Wednesday, May 1.

The cost is $38 for adults, $36 for
senior citizens and $34 for children
ages 3 to 12. Those interested are
asked to call Grace at (908) 472-3220.

Scutari Comments on
Swearing In of Judge Wilson
TRENTON – Senate Judiciary

Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari (D-22,
Linden) recently attended and was a
speaker at the swearing-in ceremony
of state Superior Court Judge James
P. Wilson, a Union County resident
who was confirmed by the state Sen-
ate earlier this month.

“Judge Wilson is a well-respected
member of the community who has
served the people of New Jersey well
as an attorney, a role in which he has
advocated for our most vulnerable
residents,” Sen. Scutari said. “There
is no question that it takes a tremen-
dous amount of dedication and hard
work to reach this point in a legal
career, and I was proud to attend this
milestone celebration. While it is an
honor and a privilege to serve the
residents of New Jersey on the bench,
it is also an enormous responsibility.

I have full confidence that Judge
Wilson will serve the people of this
state with dignity.”

Judge Wilson, a Roselle resident,
most recently worked as a senior staff
attorney in the Family Law Unit of the
Central Jersey Legal Service, Inc. in
Elizabeth, a nonprofit law firm that
offers free legal help in civil cases for
low-income residents of Mercer,
Middlesex and Union Counties. Judge
Wilson will serve in the Superior Court,
Family Division in Union County.

All judicial nominees are reviewed
by the Senate Judiciary Committee,
of which Sen. Scutari is chairman,
before they are sent to the full Senate
for confirmation. Judge Wilson re-
ceived Senate confirmation on March
7. The swearing-in ceremony took
place March 15 at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth.

New York Post Publishes
Cryan-Golding E-Mails

REGION — The publication of
sexually-explicit e-mails allegedly
between Union County Undersheriff
Joe Cryan and former lobbyist Karen
Golding by The New York Post this
week has put the story back in the
spotlight.

Sussex County First Assistant Pros-
ecutor Gregory Mueller told The Star-
Ledger that he plans to investigate
the release of the e-mails, calling
there release a “blatant violation” of
a court order to keep them sealed.

The Post reported that Ms. Golding
filed a motion in State Superior Court
in Morristown on February 5 in which
she attached nearly 300 pages of e-
mails as exhibits. The Post obtained
that motion and exhibits.

Ms. Golding has maintained that
she had a sexual relationship for two
years with Mr. Cryan, a Democrat
who is also a state Assemblyman
representing New Jersey’s 20th leg-
islative district in Union County. Mr.
Cryan has denied any relationship
with Golding.

According to The Post report, Mr.
Cryan sent many of the e-mails from
an AOL account that was listed on
his Assembly candidacy biography
while others were sent from his gov-
ernment e-mail account.

Mr. Cryan’s attorney has said the
e-mails weren’t relevant since Ms.
Golding was convicted of a crime.

“These e-mails are 9 to 10 years

old,” Mr. Cryan’s attorney, Tim
Donohue, said in the statement pub-
lished by The Ledger. “They would
have all been written between two
consenting adults who were single
at the time.” He also said while the “e-
mails have been heavily edited to hide
Golding’s participation… snippets that
have been included show that Golding
was a willing participant.”

She was later the subject of a crimi-
nal complaint charging her with ha-
rassing Mr. Cryan and two women
he dated. Ms. Golding was arrested
in the Trenton Statehouse garage in
February 2006 and charged with
stalking after she let herself into Mr.
Cryan’s unlocked car and left a note.

A year after entering into a two-
year pre-trial intervention program
to avoid prison, Ms. Golding was
charged with harassing Mr. Cryan’s
family with repeated phone calls. A
judge extended the program a year
and Ms. Golding agreed to have no
contact with Mr. Cryan, some of his
friends and family.

Ms. Golding was ousted from the
pre-trial program and sentenced to
two years probation and ordered to
serve 90 days in a sheriff’s labor
program and pay $155 in penalties
after she filed Open Public Records
Act (OPRA) requests for financial
disclosures of Union Township em-
ployees, including one of Mr.
Cryan’s sisters.

Free Scrap Metal Recycling
Events Told By County

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced the 2013 schedule of its free
scrap metal recycling events.

The scrap metal recycling program
is available for use by households, com-
mercial establishments, nonprofit agen-
cies and other organizations. Starting
on Thursday, April 4, and running
through November, the program will
be available on the first Thursday of
each month and the third Saturday of
each month (excluding holidays) from
9 a.m. to noon.

Scrap metal from any municipality
may be brought to any of the following
drop-off centers: Emergency Services/
Traffic Enforcement, 151 Kenilworth
Boulevard, Cranford; Service Yard in
Rahway Park (near pool), St. Georges
Avenue, Rahway, and the Westfield
Conservation Center, 1300 Lamberts
Mill Road, Westfield. Residents who
are recycling refrigerators or freezers
are required by law to remove the doors
from these appliances. The scrap metal
recycling program cannot accept re-
frigerators or freezers with the doors
intact.

Acceptable items for recycling in-
clude aluminum scrap, aluminum cans,
aluminum siding, bicycles, brass, cop-
per, dishwashers, electric fans, fencing

(chain/wire), freezers, gutters, irons,
lawn furniture, metal cabinets, metal
sheds, microwaves, pots and pans, rail-
ings, refrigerators, stoves, tire rims,
toasters, washers and dryers, window
frames (no glass), and wire hangers.

For information, visit www.ucnj.org/
recycle or call (908) 654-9889.

Assembly OKs Human
Trafficking Legislation

TRENTON — Legislation that ad-
dresses the issue of human trafficking
in New Jersey has unanimously been
approved by the General Assembly.

The bill, A-3352, sponsored by As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21,
Summit), would revise and expand New
Jersey’s human trafficking law by es-
tablishing a 15-person human traffick-
ing commission that would be charged
with reviewing existing victim assis-
tance programs and promoting a coor-
dinated response for victims of human
trafficking; criminalizing additional ac-
tivities related to human trafficking;
and upgrading penalties on human traf-
ficking or related crimes.

The crime of human trafficking in-
cludes holding, recruiting, luring, en-
ticing, harboring, transporting, obtain-
ing or forcing another to engage in
sexual activity or to provide labor or
services using certain means.

According to statistics kept by New
Jersey’s Division of Criminal Justice,
there were 179 reported human traf-
ficking victims from September 16,
2005 to March 1, 2012, including 93
victims of labor trafficking, 60 of sex
trafficking, and 26 of both labor and
sex trafficking.

Date Change Is Made
For Royal Manor Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee has announced that the date for
the first trip of 2013, to The Royal
Manor in Garfield, has been changed
to Tuesday, April 23.

This trip will feature a tribute to Elvis
Presley and Liberace, two of music’s
most glamorous performers. Partici-
pants will enjoy a four-course meal
with beverages. The cost is $45 per
person for residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, and $47 for all others.
This rate is available due to the town-
ship subsidizing the cost of bus trans-
portation.

Registrations must be made between
8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday in the Recreation Office, Room
113, of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, located at 430 Park Avenue.

Registration is now open for resi-
dents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
Space permitting, all others may regis-
ter starting Tuesday, April 2.

The bus will leave at 9:15 a.m. from
the Scotch Hills Country Club, located
at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains, and return at
approximately 5:30 p.m.
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Farmhouse Store Donates to
Help Freehold Family

Masterwork Chorus Hosts
Cäcilien Chor in ‘Voices Unite’

Oratorio Singers Present
Annual Concert

is has proven both a challenge and a
reward for Mrs. Painter. “I am no
longer her mother or her acting
teacher or her director. In this play we
are two actors on the same plain.”

The play, 100 Saints You Should
Know, that will run weekends at the
Edison Valley Playhouse on Oak Tree
Road in Edison from Friday, March
29, through Saturday, April 13, cen-
ters on a conflicted priest (Paul Zeller)
who leaves his congregation to go
home to soul-search and be with his
mother (Noreen Farley).

The drama extends to the strife be-
tween a cleaning lady (Beth Painter)
and her difficult 16-year-old daughter
(Hannah Painter), as well as a grocery
delivery boy (Aaron Black) grappling
with his sexuality. All of the five char-
acters are seeking both spiritual and
earthly bonds.

For reservations for seats in the inti-
mate theatre, call (908) 755-4654 or
visit www.EVPlayhouse.com. The play
runs Friday and Saturday nights at 8
p.m. as well as a 2 p.m. Sunday, April
7, matinee.

WESTFIELD – The Farmhouse
Store located on East Broad Street in
Westfield recently hosted design and
TV personalities George Oliphant and
Courtney Cachet as they filmed a
segment of NBC’s “George to the
Rescue.”

On the program, host George
Oliphant teams up with design and
construction experts to rescue a fam-
ily or community in need of home
improvements.

For the episode filmed at The Farm-
house Store, a family from Freehold
is helped to finish home renovations by
Mr. Oliphant’s program. The husband,
a firefighter and 9/11 first responder, is
unable to complete work started on the
family home due to a serious back
injury that he suffered.

SUMMIT — The Masterwork Cho-
rus and Frankfurt Germany’s Cäcilien
Chor will present “Voices Unite,” a
program of choral music featuring
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms,
Rheinberger’s Mass in a Minor, and
Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb. The per-
formance will take place at 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday, April 25, at the Calvary
Episcopal Church in Summit. Tickets
are $30 and are available at
www.masterwork.org.

Under the baton of Music Director
Andrew Megill, The Masterwork Cho-
rus is widely recognized for its dra-
matic interpretations of “masterworks”
from all periods. The Chorus has sung
at Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center
and the Kennedy Center in Washing-
ton, DC as well as on the Perelman
Stage at Carnegie Hall for its annual
performance of Handel’s Messiah.

The Cäcilien-Chor was founded in
1818 in Frankfurt, Germany.  Their
demanding program of works covers
choral music from the sixteenth cen-
tury to the present. Felix Mendelssohn

conducted the chorus in 1829, and
dedicated his oratorio “Paulus” to
Cäcilien-Chor. They have also sung
under the baton of many world fa-
mous conductors, including Wilhelm
Furtwängler, Sir Georg Solti, Lorin
Maazel, Kurt Mazur and Christian
Zacharias. Director since 1988, Chris-
tian Kabitz has greatly enriched the
musical experience enjoyed by mem-
bers and supporters alike.

The Voices Unite concerts would
not have been possible without the
generous support of Environmental
News Network, Lauterback Market-
ing, Makrod Investment Associates,
Pavese-McCormick Agency, Inc., Sa-
vory Systems International, Inc., Sum-
mit Financial Resources, Inc., and
Wagner and Associates, LLC. Fund-
ing has also been made possible in part
the Frank and Lydia Bergen Founda-
tion.

Editors Note: The following was
submitted by Paul Mack Somers for
the Oratorio Singers.

WESTFIELD — “A wall of
sound!” is how this music was de-
scribed to this writer before, during,
and after the concert. It was certainly
an apt description, for at the top of the
wall, quite literally, was the Oratorio
Singers, a well-trained 57 voice cho-
rus led by music director, Trent
Johnson. At more or less the same
level was the large Aeolian-Skinner
pipe organ played by Yang-Hee Song.
But these are a standard view for the
audience at the Oratorio Singers’ an-
nual concert.

What was most striking as one en-
tered was the mere ten chairs stretch-
ing in single row across the front of
the stage with some percussion to the
right and a harp tucked away waiting
to join in for the second half. In all
previous years this space would have
been filled with an orchestra ranging
in size from the baroque to the ro-
mantic. Here, instead, were what ap-
peared to be minimal numbers. But
when they were filled with three trum-
pets, three horns, three trombones,
tuba, timpani, and two more percus-
sionists covering such instruments as
Glockenspiel and both crash and sus-
pended cymbals, all top-rank profes-
sionals, the “wall of sound” was com-
plete.

Its sheer sonic power was felt im-
mediately as the audience joined the
chorus in singing Ralph Vaughn Wil-
liams’ setting of the old hymn-tune
we call “Old 100th” with the text “All
people who on earth do dwell.” Ev-
eryone who knew the tune — only a
very few did not— sang the first
stanza with a will, though fewer sang
for the less familiar stanzas two and
five. The lyrical trumpet descant in the
soft third stanza was played with clear
and musical phrasing.

Audience participation out of the
way, the full ensemble got down to
real work in Mack Willberg’s Jubilate
Deo. Even within the changing meters
the ensemble was crisp and the choral
attacks clean. The tenors, the smallest
section, did a sterling job with a sec-

tional solo. In Wilberg’s Laudate
Dominum, which closed the first half,
every section proved exemplary in
solo and ensemble as the passage
beginning with “Laudate eum in sono
tubae” builds in complexity and in-
tensity. With all that brass and percus-
sion rising to a climax with the cho-
rus, one had the same sense of irre-
sistible procession one finds in
Respighi’s “Pines of the Appian Way.”

Between the two Wilberg pieces,
Giovanni Gabrieli, the turn-of-the-
17th century father of great chorus,
organ, and brass composing, was rep-
resented. It was he who gained a
reputation for his antiphonal com-
posing in which multiple ensembles
responded to each other across the
spaces of the Basilica di San Marco in
Venice. On this occasion two of the
works — the all brass Canzona Prima
á 5 and the full ensemble’s Jubilate
Deo — are not considered to be an-
tiphonal. But in this performance with
the players spread all across the stage,
and with Gabrieli’s crisp composi-
tional style, it was de facto antipho-
nal. The choral and brass imitation
passages were transparent and geo-
graphical as the motives aurally
moved around the stage.

The Canzoni Septimi Toni á 8, on
the other hand, is a truly antiphonal
work with the brass and organ on this
occasion as the opposing forces. But
because this made the spatial rela-
tionship of front (brass) against back
behind the altar (organ) instead of
side to side, it sounded the least an-
tiphonal. This writer had only ever
before heard this canzon with two
brass choirs left and right. Perhaps if
the antiphonal organ in the rear of the
church had been used as the second
“ensemble,” it would have been more
effective.

***
The second part of this release will

appear in next week’s edition and
cover the second half of the concert.

The Incredible Burt Wonderstone
A Conjured Taste

2 and ½ popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Point of disclosure: For reasons
both nostalgic and personal, I prob-
ably like director Don Scardino’s
The Incredible Burt Wonderstone
more than most normal folks will.
Having had a childhood friend who
aspired to magical greatness made
it much more appreciable. You see,
I knew Lew Wymisner when he was
just becoming the Great Loudini.

Heck…once, just as our friend-
ship was germinating, I even helped.
Interviewing me on the B-ball court
for my one and only stint as a
magician’s assistant, he asked if I
had a sport coat. Responding in a
style reminiscent of Jack
Nicholson’s retort in Easy Rider
(1969) when Peter Fonda inquires
if he has a helmet, I answered, “I’ve
got a doozie!”

In hound’s-tooth jacket, I got a
peek behind the curtain, handed the
budding magician a rabbit or two,
and earned $5. Thus, as this film
details the nascent stage of what
one day will become the record-
breaking, headlining Vegas act of
Burt Wonderstone and Anton
Marvelton, a memory about the
grand aspirations and fantasies of
childhood was jogged.

 Pity is, Steve Carrel’s Burt
Wonderstone is now bored and
jaded. For all his fame and fortune,
the thrill is gone. He and Anton,
portrayed by Steve Buscemi, sim-
ply phone it in every night, sniping
at each other offstage in resentment
of the rut they’ve dug. Worse yet,
they no longer feel the bond of
friendship that has been the hall-
mark of their act.

The audience, once always full
and now not so much, can sense it.
And, as if that didn’t augur bad
enough for their showbiz future, a
perfect storm has arrived on the
Strip in the arrogantly intrusive
persona of street magician Steve
Gray, played with unsettling vitriol
by Jim Carrey. The handwriting is
on the wall. Of course Burt’s hubris
blinds his view.

But the scene is perfectly clear to
Doug Munny (James Gandolfini),
the owner of the Bally Hotel who
only has the bottom line at heart.
Push comes to shove and Presto-
change-o, the exposition about a
magician who has lost the joy and
spark that led him to his craft turns
into a tale of realization, comeup-
pance and a struggle for redemption.

While hardly ever sidesplitting,
The Incredible Burt Wonderstone
does provide a smattering, if not a
steady stream, of laughs to aug-
ment what essentially is the prover-
bial entertainment industry saga.
You know, how the mighty fall, the
umpteenth variation on A Star is
Born, but with doves and the other

accouterments of things prestidigi-
tation.

Still, the screenplay by a gaggle
of scribes supplies fairly apt mate-
rial and conjures some decent bits
of shtick. Plus, the zany, self-ab-
sorbed, single-mindedness Carrel
classically imbues his characters
with, combined with Buscemi’s
oddball characterization and Mr.
Carrey’s abashing loose cannon,
renders the sum of the amusement
greater than its parts.

Playing the sorcerer’s apprentice
without benefit of a black and white
hound’s-tooth sports jacket, but
making up for it with grace of form,
face and manner is Olivia Wilde.
Catalyst and love interest, she is
Jane, even if Burt persists in calling
her Nicole, just as he did all her
routinely fired predecessors. But
that’s OK. Unspoiled, Jane has a
dream.

Also full of motivation, but more
resembling a nightmare, at least to
Burt, is Jim Carrey’s haughty illu-
sionist. Representing that wing of
hocus-pocus oft considered
déclassé by more traditional magi-
cians, he shocks and awes his side-
walk patrons with repulsive acts of
self-affliction. But then, don’t
people slow down to ogle a car
wreck?

Urging Burt to match the evil
competition’s death-defying feats,
Anton suggests they reference the
notebook of conjurations they
penned as kids, and maybe in the
process restore the magic in their
magic. Buscemi, like Messrs. Car-
rel and Carrey, possesses in his bag
of tricks an intrinsic ploy: His face
alone can cause us a chuckle, if not
a cackle.

But the film’s best supporting
stint, while hardly more than a
cameo, is artfully sketched by Alan
Arkin. Lo and behold, discovered
living out his days in a retirement
home after inexplicably walking
away from the world of abraca-
dabra, is the great Rance Holloway.
Gee…Burt owned his magic kit as a
kid. Why, it’s the very reason he
became a magician.

While Mr. Arkin’s comic alchemy
adds warmth and whimsy to the
doings, the good-natured movie just
doesn’t have that novel or gut-bust-
ing twist up its sleeve. Hence, folks
without a special interest in the
world of incantations and wizardry
are advised to wait until The In-
credible Burt Wonderstone materi-
alizes through the magic of televi-
sion.

…
The Incredible Burt Wonderstone,

rated PG-13, is a Warner Bros. Pic-
tures release directed by Don
Scardino and stars Steve Carrel, Jim
Carrey and Olivia Wilde. Running
time: 100 minutes

100 Saints
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Plagge Named Director of
NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band

Brian Plagge

WESTFIELD — Dr. Ted
Schlosberg, Founder and Executive
Director of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA), has an-
nounced that he has turned over his
baton as director of the NJWA
Rockin’ Jazz Band to Brian
Plagge.

Mr. Plagge is a graduate
of The College of New Jer-
sey (TCNJ) with a Bach-
elor of Arts in Music Edu-
cation, concentration in
Trumpet. While at TCNJ,
Mr. Plagge was a member
of the Wind Ensemble, Or-
chestra, Brass Quintet,
Brass Ensemble and the
Jazz Ensemble, where he
was a featured soloist and addition-
ally a member of the New Jersey
Intercollegiate Jazz Ensemble,
which is a collection of the state’s
top college-level jazz musicians.

Mr. Plagge’s performance creden-
tials include appearances in a num-
ber of musical pit orchestras includ-
ing Damn Yankees, Cabaret, Les
Miserables, 42nd Street, West Side
Story and others. He is also a current
member of the Princeton Brass Band,

which performs upwards of seven
times a year and makes perennial
appearances at the North American
Brass Band Association Champion-
ships.

A staff member at Oratory Prepa-
ratory School in Summit,
Mr. Plagge’s responsibili-
ties include teaching the
general music classes, the
band program and a senior
music elective.

He stated that he “is very
excited to have the oppor-
tunity to direct the NJWA
Rockin’Jazz Band and is
looking forward to many
exciting performances!”

The NJWA Rockin’ Jazz
Band is available for performances
at street fairs, community events,
private parties and special occasions.
Musicians interested in joining the
band should call Dr. Schlosberg at
(908) 789-9696 ext. 17.

For additional information on the
band or any program of the NJWA,
call (908) 789-9696, visit the stu-
dios at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

GENEROUS DONATION...The Farmhouse Store located on East Broad Street
in Westfield recently hosted design and TV personalities George Oliphant and
Courtney Cachet as they filmed a segment of NBC’s “George to the Rescue.”
Pictured, left to right, are: Bill Curtis, Ms. Cachet, Ed Menapace and Mr.
Oliphant.

YOUNG ARTIST…McKinley student,
Alexandra Brennan, holds her art work
titled “Abstraction,” which was selected
to be displayed at the Department of
Education building in Trenton.
Alexandra is the youngest of 13 artists
chosen from over 50 candidates through-
out the state. Alexandra is pictured with
Art Teacher, Alison Hooper-Korkuch.

BAND CONCERT...Students perform at their fourth grade Band Concert, held
at Wilson Elementary School in Westfield on February 21.

The Farmhouse Store donated up-
holstered furniture, tables, rugs, art,
and decorative accessories from their
extensive inventory to finish a base-
ment family room for the deserving
family. Ms. Cachet approached owners
Ed Menapace and Bill Curtis about
participating in the program. The own-
ers and store staff designers worked
with Ms. Cachet to select items for
furnishing and accessorizing the room.

The “George to the Rescue” episode
is scheduled to air on Saturday, April
20, at 9 a.m. on NBC New York. A
condensed version of the episode will
run as part of LX TV’s Open House
program, which airs on NBC on Sun-
day mornings at 8:30 a.m. It will also
run in the future on the Cozi TV
network in syndication.

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

822 South Avenue West
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

SP-F Jazz Band Festival to
Spotlight Young Musicians

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 16th
Annual Jazz Band Festival will be
held on Friday, April 5, at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Young
jazz musicians from several central
New Jersey bands will perform start-
ing at 5:30 p.m. Admission is $7 for
adults, $5 for students and senior
citizens. There will also be food avail-
able for purchase. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School is located at
667 Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.

The Festival features guest bands
from New Jersey high schools in-
cluding Westfield, J.P. Stevens,
Bridgewater-Raritan and others. Also
featured in the evening’s line up are
three jazz band ensembles from the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School:
Jazz Lab, SPF Jazz and the
Moonglowers.

For more information, visit the
Music Boosters website at
www.spfk12.org/domain/66.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303
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Single-Visit Dentistry is Clinically Proven, Modern
Dentistry

Today’s dentistry is a far cry from years past.  Patients today need not settle for obvious
silver fillings because there are treatment options available that look just as beautiful-if not
better than-their own natural teeth.  What’s more, many patients can be treated today without
metal, and more and more tooth structure can be conserved, thanks to minimally-invasive
techniques designed to help preserve natural teeth-an important part of healthy, strong
teeth.

What many people might not know is that the same innovations that are revolutionizing
business and technology are being clinically proven to enhance the precision and longevity
of modern dental treatment options.  Also, such techniques are making today’s modern
dentistry more convenient, less time consuming, and more patient-friendly.

Introducing the E4D Dentistsystem—Modern Dentistry that Fits Your Lifestyle
For example, with the E4D Dentist system, instead of using traditionally inconvenient

and messy impression materials, dentists can obtain clean, fast digital impressions in a few
minutes using a laser scanner in the mouth.  This laser scanning technology is not only
extremely precise when “capturing” all of the details of a patient’s smile, but is also as safe
as the check-out scanner at a grocery store.  But, best of all, there is no need for a patient
to hold unpleasant, possibly distasteful material in his or her mouth.

Then, while the patient watches, a dental professional custom-designs a crown,
veneer, or filling perfectly suited for the patient based on his or her condition using the
chairside, computer-based design center.  From there, the information about the restoration
is transferred to the in-office milling unit, where the patient’s crown, veneer, or filling is
made.  Shortly thereafter, it’s permanently seated in his or her mouth.

Benefits of Same Day Dentistry
With modern, state-of-the-art E4D Dentistry, patients don’t need to suffer through

traditional impressions.  They don’t need temporaries.  And they don’t need to wait days—
or more likely weeks—for their permanent restorations.  That also means that they won’t
have to be inconvenienced with the back-and-forth typically associated with crowns, veneers,
and some type of fillings.

Rather, when E4D Dentistry is right for them, patients can be in and out of the dental
office with their permanent, natural-looking and metal-free restorations in a single visit.
E4D restorations are perfect for situations like chipped, worn or cracked teeth; teeth that
are discolored or have gaps and spaces between them; teeth that have decay and/or old,
worn fillings.

E4D—Right Around the Corner
You don’t have to travel far to experience the convenience and precision of E4D Dentistry.
We’ve already invested in this innovative technology because we believe our patients deserve
modern dentistry that fits their lifestyles.  Simply call us at 908-232-2136 and we’ll be happy
to answer your questions about E4D Dentistry.

The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 581 Westfield Avenue 1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ   07090 Union, NJ   07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com
Peter Louie, D.M.D.

General  Dentistry

100 SAINTS…Real-life mother and daughter, Beth and Hannah Painter, play a
mother and daughter in Alliance Repertory Theatre’s production of Kate
Fodors, 100 Saints You Should Know, which runs at the Edison Valley Playhouse
from Friday, March 29, through Saturday, April 13. For more information visit
evplayhouse.com.

WF Mother/Daughter Featured in
100 Saints You Should Know

PASSPORT TO THE WORLD…Approximately 150 third, fourth and fifth-graders boarded a jet plane in the recent
Kapers musical production of McKinley Airlines Flight 2013: A Passport to the World, a story that led the students to distant
locations to learn and grow and to recognize their power to make a difference. The Westfield elementary students performed
in front of an audience of 800 across three nights. Pictured, third-grade girls perform the musical number “Splashing in
London.” The show was written, directed and choreographed by McKinley parents Jackie Weiner and Jenny Tananbaum.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

 EDISON—Beth Painter, a teacher
and actor, calls it a “once in a lifetime
opportunity.” She refers to being
onstage in the upcoming play, 100
Saints You Should Know by Kate
Fodor, playing the mother role oppo-
site her actual daughter, Hannah, a
senior at Westfield High School.

When Alliance Repertory Theatre
director Mike Driscoll posed the pos-
sibility of the real life mother/daugh-
ter duo acting together in the play as
the fictional mother/daughter, Mrs.
Painter said in a phone interview with
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains/Fanwood Times last week, “I
only hoped it would come to pass.”

The veteran actress continued,
“Hannah had to audition for the part,
of course, and I have to say she nailed
it.” And this mom should know good
acting when she sees it for she con-
ducts theatre workshops at Conta-
gious Drama that is housed at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

A graduate of the American Acad-
emy of Dramatic Arts who holds a
Master’s Degree in Education, Mrs.
Painter practices what she has taught
for over 10 years in both New York
City and New Jersey. She is a stage
actress with over 20 years of experi-

ence from Community Theater to
Off-Broadway. In 2007, she was
nominated for the Perry Award for
Lead Actress in a Play.

Working with her daughter, she
says has been extraordinary. “When
Hannah was 12, we did Cheaper by
the Dozen together, but there weren’t
any real scenes together with just the
two of us.” For years, Mrs. Painter
has passed on her love of the theatre
to her daughter in her workshops and
classes.

Daughter Hannah says the most
difficult part of the role of playing her
onstage daughter is portraying “a re-
lationship that is so different from
what we have at home.” Mrs. Painter
said,” In real life, Hannah is sweet,
loving and kind.” But in the play, the
mom continues, “She has to say things
to me that don’t feel good.”

Hannah echoes that sentiment. “My
character, Abby, is a teenage brat
and, at first, I don’t think people will
like her. But she grows and learns
from various experiences. In fact, I
think that the audience will feel some-
thing for every character in this play.”

The teenager explained how this
has been a unique experience for her.
“I remember when I was younger
and my mother would go to play
rehearsal, I would tell her ‘Kiss me
goodnight when you come in!’” Since
middle school, Hannah has partici-
pated in her mom’s workshops.
“Now,” she says, “playing this part, I
appreciate the relationship I have with
my mother in real life and my normal
home life.”

Playing mother to a girl who is the
antithesis of who her daughter really

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Youth Art Month Celebrated In Window Displays
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Public Schools are celebrating the na-
tionally acclaimed Youth Art Month
with colorful and creative displays
throughout the downtown area. Paint-
ings, drawings, sculpture, and painted
furniture designed by approximately
300 students from Westfield’s 10 pub-
lic schools are displayed by 40 down-
town merchants as well as The
Westfield Memorial Library and the
RMC Studios in Garwood, who vol-
unteered their window or display space
for the month of March.

“Youth Art Month is a time to cel-
ebrate the creative work of our chil-
dren,” explained Linda King, Super-
visor of Fine Arts for the Westfield
Public Schools. “The artwork repre-

sents children of all levels of age and
ability.”

In coordination with Youth Art
Month, RMC Studios in Garwood is
hosting an Open House for the general

YOUTH ART…The
Westfield Public Schools
celebrate the nationally
acclaimed Youth Art
Month with colorful and
creative displays
throughout the down-
town area. Paintings,
drawings, sculpture, and
painted furniture de-
signed by approximately
300 students from
Westfield’s 10 public
schools are displayed by
40 downtown merchants.

public to view student artwork in
unique gallery settings. The evening
of Art and Music at RMC at 27 Center
Street in Garwood will be held on
Friday, April 5, from 7 to 9 p.m.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR LEADERSHIP…This year’s Cougar baseball team looks to 10 seniors for leadership. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row, Brian Carino, George Georgeadis, Andrew DiFrancesco and Bobby Bruns; back row, Matt DiMartino, Sean
Feeney, John Armstrong, Ryan Williamson, Chris Folinusz and Alex Plick.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stars and, perhaps, super stars
may exist on this year’s Cranford
High School baseball team that
returns eight starters from last
year’s Group 3 Championship
team, but the Cougars’ primary
focus will be on total team per-
formance

“It’s going to be a team effort
this year, and hopefully, we can
get through Game 1,” Cougar
Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey
said. “We are hoping to be ready
for Game 1. We are playing a
tough game in West Memorial in
New York [April 2]. They have
been very successful over the
years.”

After experiencing two quick
losses last year, the Cougars re-
gained its senses and the result
was a 10-game winning streak at
the right time, which led to a
sectional title, a Group 3 title and
a 22-4 record.

The Cougars regained their
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
title with a 7-0 win over West
Morris. Next, they topped West
Milford, 7-4, in the Group 3 semi-
finals then Ryan Williamson
tossed a two-hitter in a 4-1 vic-
tory over Freehold Borough for
the Group 3 crown.

Williamson, a lefty, who will
play at North Carolina State Uni-
versity next year, finished 6-0
with two saves in 47 innings,
allowing only four earned runs

for a 0.60 ERA.
“Obviously, Ryan has had suc-

cess for us in the past. It’s a
credit to Ryan and all these kids.
They are hardworking kids. They

practice quite a bit. They hit in
the morning. They will do any-
thing that we ask them to do.
They are committed, so we can
have a successful year,” Coach

McCaffrey said.
When not on the mound,

Williamson will be one of many,
including seniors Andrew

FOLINUSZ, WILLIAMSON, FEENEY, DiFRANCESCO, TROTTER, PLICK RETURNING STARTERS

Cougar Baseballers to Focus on ‘Total Team’ This Season
Difrancesco, Bobby Bruns, Brian
Carino and John Armstrong, jun-
iors Tommy Trotter and Jack
McCaffrey, and sophomore Matt
Raveteer, who will occupy the

outfield. Junior Tyler Davis is ex-
pected to spend plenty of time on
the mound.

With a .392 batting average last
year, Williamson can be expected
to be influential at the plate, as

well as Difrancesco, who led the
team with 42 hits for a .483 avg.
and struck out only four times.
Trotter, who played centerfield,
went 28-for-68 (.412 avg.)

However, power numbers could
not get much more impressive
for senior catcher Chris Folinusz,
who belted nine home runs last
year, including two in the Group
3 championship game, drilled 13
doubles, had a 1,026 slugging
percentage and went 39-for-77
for a .506 avg. Additionally, he
scored 29 runs, and led the team
with 48 RBI and six sacrifices.

Folinusz, who will play for
Rutgers University next year, is
expected to take on some addi-
tional responsibilities this sea-
son, including pitching and play-
ing first base. Senior Alex Plick, a
starter last year, will also play
first base. Sam Sheerer will also
be behind the plate.

“We ask Chris to do a lot of
things. We are asking him to
catch, pitch, play first. He’s go-
ing to take on a couple of differ-
ent roles,” said Coach McCaffrey,
who added, “Fortunately, when
you have a successful season,
it’s more than just on guy. Chris
had a great year, as well as other
kids too.”

Senior shortstop and now four-
year starter Sean Feeney had a
great 2012 season with a .444
avg. He is expected to remain at
shortstop, along with senior Matt
DiMartino.

Senior George Georgeadis,
sophomore Albert Garguilo and
freshman Joe Norton are vying
for the second base position.
Senior Jake Forrestal and junior
John Oblachinski will be playing
third base.

The Cougars first home game
will be against Linden at Memo-
rial Field on April 9 at 4 p.m.

Probitas Verus Honos

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader
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Cougars Boys Laxers Tangle with New Providence Pioneers in Scrimmage – by Dave Corbin

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SALUTE TO SECRET SERVICE…The Cranford Public Library is featuring
an exhibit this month entitled “United States Secret Service: Sons of Cranford.”
Sponsored by the Cranford Historical Society, it includes photographs, docu-
ments and memorabilia about six Secret Service agents from Cranford. Pictured
viewing the exhibit last Wednesday, from left to right, are: Cranford Police Chief
Eric Mason; Jim Mottola, Special Agent in Charge, Newark Field Office, United
States Secret Service; Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and
Thomas Sloan, one of the agents highlighted in the exhibit.

Ethics Expert to Probe Alleged
Conflict of Interest in Cranford

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee on Tues-
day appointed an expert in legal
ethics to look into whether there
are any conflicts of interest in
having the former township at-
torney and his law firm represent
the township in two significant
housing development matters
while the firm’s ties to the devel-
opers are being questioned.

Professor Michael Ambrosio,
who teaches legal ethics at Seton
Hall University School of Law and
was described by Township At-
torney Daniel McCarthy as a “pre-
mier ethics expert,” will examine
whether the Florio, Perrucci law

firm and one of its attorneys,
former township attorney Phil
Morin, had a conflict of interest
in representing Cranford in build-
ers’ remedy litigation and site
plan hearings for the housing
developments at 555 South Av-
enue and on Birchwood Avenue.

Both developments have been,
and continue to be, the source of
local controversy. Several resi-
dents, backed by a group they
formed called Concerned Citizens
of Cranford, have claimed that
Michael Perrucci, the law firm’s
managing partner, is also a princi-
pal with Woodmont Properties, a
client of the firm and the developer
of the 555 South Avenue site. The
group of residents is claiming that

Mr. Morin, as township attorney
last year, represented the munici-
pality at a hearing where his boss
was the developer.

At the township committee’s
meeting on Tuesday, Mr. McCarthy
asked anyone with any documen-
tation that may assist Prof.
Ambrosio’s efforts to provide them
to the township clerk’s office. Mayor
Thomas Hannen said the appoint-
ment was made because the com-
mittee believes that “there’s some-
thing there” that needs to be looked
into by an outside expert. Prof.
Ambrosio will be paid up to $5,000
for his work.

Rita LaBrutto, one of the resi-
dents who has voiced concerns

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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about the conflict of interest,
said she hopes the committee
will put the Florio, Perrucci firm
“aside” until the investigation is
completed. But commissioner
Lisa Adubato called the allega-
tions against the law firm and Mr.
Morin “unsubstantiated” and said
she backed Prof. Ambrosio’s ap-
pointment because of the
committee’s “obligation to be re-
sponsive to citizens.” Mr.
McCarthy cautioned that Prof.
Ambrosio’s efforts would not in-
clude subpoenas or depositions.

“He’s not playing sleuth,” Mr.
McCarthy said, clarifying that the
academic would be conducting a
“review of the facts” before mak-

ing recommendations to the
township committee.

In other business, the commit-
tee introduced the 2013 munici-
pal budget, which calls for ex-
penditures of $34.2 million and a
1.69 percent increase in the
municipal portion of property
taxes, or about $39 per house-
hold. Commissioner Andis
Kalnins, the finance commis-
sioner, said the governing body
would look into further savings
between now and the public hear-
ing on Tuesday, April 23.

Appropriations this year, he said,
are 0.69 percent higher than in
2012, the result of several one-
time expenditures last year that

were related to Hurricane Irene in
August 2011. He said most de-
partment budget increases were
kept to near zero this year. The
primary increases were a 4.4-
percent hike in insurance ex-
penses, a 5.7-percent hike in util-
ity costs and a 13-percent rise in
debt service. Mr. Kalnins said the
township would look to refinanc-
ing some of its debt in an effort to
lower that expense.

At the start of the meeting, the
committee gave final approval to
an ordinance setting out the pro-
cedures for identifying and es-
tablishing historic districts and
encouraging the preservation of
landmarks within Cranford. Call-
ing the ordinance “long in the
making,” Deputy Mayor Edward
O’Malley said recognizing
Cranford’s historic assets was
“essential” to the town’s charac-
ter and identity. He said the des-
ignation of a historic district can
boost property values by as much
as 3 percent and would also en-
able owners of historic homes to
become eligible for grants. Mr.
O’Malley emphasized that the or-
dinance would not “abridge any
personal property rights.”

During the public hearing,
Maureen Strazdon of the Cranford
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board said the group “strongly
supports” the ordinance. Sev-
eral other members also spoke
in support and when the commit-
tee completed its 5-to-0 vote to
enact the ordinance, applause
broke out in the audience.

The committee also gave final
approval to a $69,000 bond ordi-
nance to acquire new computers
for the municipal administrative
offices in an effort to provide bet-
ter customer service to residents.

Joseph Hartnett, who has been
serving as interim township admin-
istrator for the past several months,
was named to the post perma-
nently on Tuesday. James Wozniak
was promoted to the rank of captain
in the police department.

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
WELCOME ABOARD...Steven Blaufeder is sworn in on Tuesday night by
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21Westfield) as a member of the Garwood
Borough Council as his wife, Cheryl Niedermaier, holds the Bible. Mr. Blaufeder
filled the seat vacated by the resignation of Victor DeFilippo.

Blaufeder Joins GW Council;
Nonconformity App. Fee Cut

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former Borough
Council candidate Steve
Blaufeder, a small business owner,
took his seat on the dais for the
first time Tuesday night, joining
Jim Mathieu as a second Republi-
can on the six-member panel.

State Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) is-
sued the oath of office.

“I was always good at being a
bridge between people who ar-
gue,” Mr. Blaufeder said. “Maybe
I can be someone who helps get
people together.”

Mr. Blaufeder was appointed by
the council at its March 12 meet-
ing to fill the seat left vacant by
Victor DeFilippo. He was one of
three nominees submitted by the
Garwood Republican Committee.

Mr. DeFilippo resigned last
month citing a vague reference
to his job. His term was set to
expire December 31.

Mr. Blaufeder said he was in-
spired to run for the council in
2011 due to “lifestyle changes”;

he purchased a home in the bor-
ough with his wife and he saw tax
issues become “critical,” spark-
ing them to become active.

During his campaign, he said
the issues that clearly were para-
mount among residents were
taxes and bulk garbage pickup.

“This opportunity came up and
I was thrilled that the council put
their support in me,” he said.

Mr. Blaufeder, owner of TT
Cycles, a motorcycle import/ex-
port business in Berkeley Heights,
has lived in Garwood for almost
12 years; his wife is a lifelong
resident. He said “more than
likely” he would try to leverage
his incumbency into a full term.

Despite being a self-described
conservative, he praised Council
President and Finance Commit-
tee Chairwoman Sara Todisco, a
Democrat, for paring the budget
to minimize tax increases.

“Does it have a ways to go? As
a conservative I would say ‘of
course,’” Mr. Blaufeder said. “But
you have to be realistic. You

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

GW BOE OKs $8.5-Mil.
Budget, $7.1-Mil. Tax Levy

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
 Specially written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough school
board members unanimously
adopted a tentative $8.5-million
budget on Thursday, which will
translate into a $95.33 school-
tax hike per home assessed at
$100,000. That’s about the same
jump as the proposed municipal
budget.

The $7.1-million tax levy is
$192,000 more than last year’s
revised $6.9 million, represent-
ing a 2.78-percent increase.
While the hike exceeds the 2-
percent cap allowed by state law,
it falls under the maximum when
special-education instruction and
health benefits for school em-
ployees are exempted – enabling
it to be passed without requiring
voter approval.

“We have this budget every
year, and every year it goes up
by 2 percent because it’s allowed
to by the State of New Jersey,”
Superintendent Teresa Quigley
said. “And then every year your

taxes go up a little, because your
school went up 2 percent and
your town government went up 2
percent, and that’s what goes up
in your taxes.”

Some of the biggest increases
in expenditures are special edu-
cation – about $61,000, undis-
tributed expenditures-instruction,
which includes about 100 stu-
dents going to Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark and special-
education students sent outside
of the district ($91,000) and em-
ployee benefits ($55,000).

One out-of-district special-edu-
cation student can cost more
than $100,000 in tuition, Ms.
Quigley said.

The board estimates an increase
in enrollment of one student at
the grade-school level to 390,
which includes 318 regular and
72 special-education students.
The cost per pupil remained rela-
tively the same at $11,125, which
includes instruction, salary and
benefits and supplies. Garwood

Experts Probe Alleged Conflict of Interest in Cranford

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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can’t be looking to give no in-
creases. It costs money to run
the town. I’m all for spending
money on the infrastructure of
the town, but tightening the belt
when it comes to anything else.”

In other business, Mr. Mathieu,
citing The Westfield Leader,
raised the point that property
taxes in Westfield are increasing
$90 per $100,000 of assessed
property value compared to
Garwood’s $95. He noted that
the median household income in
Westfield is $127,000 compared
to Garwood’s $75,000.

“There’s a lot of things I want to
beat Westfield in,” he said. “I do
not want to beat them in tax
increase.”

He suggested the Finance Com-
mittee make budget cuts and
talk to other municipalities about
what they are doing to keep their
taxes low.

Ms. Todisco responded that it
takes $18,768 in the borough
tax levy to increase municipal
taxes $10 while in Westfield it
takes an extra $256,000.

Council members voted to re-
duce the application fee for a
certificate of nonconformity from
$400 to $200.

The council also abolished the
recreation committee over the
objection of Mr. Mathieu. The
Democratic majority approved a
resolution to amend the by-laws
to eliminate the panel based on
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi’s sugges-
tion that it duplicated the work of
the independent recreation com-
mission and was superfluous.

Mr. Mathieu accused the council
of failing to abide by the by-laws
by not insisting on a full recreation
committee, and then again for
eliminating it without due pro-
cess. He and Mr. Blaufeder were
the only no votes in a 4-2 decision.

Ms. Todisco announced the next
meeting of the council on Tues-
day, April 9 would include a public
hearing on the municipal budget.

The council approved an increase

in the rate charged to industrial
property owners for sewerage, a
cost set by the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority. The increase to
$2,781 per million gallons passed
by a 4-1 vote with Mr. Blaufeder
abstaining and Mr. Mathieu saying
his no vote was a protest to the
council for not investigating means
to lower the cost.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO), on
Monday, sponsored the first
statewide Autism and Law En-
forcement Training Program for
police officers, criminal justice
professionals and other first re-
sponders. The all-day program
attracted 300 officers from New
Jersey and beyond. State gov-
ernment officials, including as
Attorney General Jeffery Chiesa
and state Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield), both addressed the
crowd.

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow opened the
session by citing the alarming
statistic that one out of every 49
children born in Union County is
autistic or has a condition, which
is part of the Autistic Spectrum.
Mr. Romankow said it is inevi-
table that the role of law
enforcement’s interaction with
autistic people will be rising.

The prosecutor then introduced
Doreen Yannik, the Union County
assistant prosecutor in charge
of the Special Offender’s Unit in
the UCPO, which deals with per-
sons with developmental dis-
abilities. He said Ms. Yannik came
to him urging him to address the
problem of dealing with this part
of the community.

Mr. Romankow then introduced
Asm. Bramnick. Mr. Brammick
praised Mr. Romankow by say-
ing, “Ted has a history of diverse
experience. This training will
broaden the approach of law
enforcement in our community.”
He also said, “My hat’s off to
Doreen Yannik. Today, we’re
going to learn about the work
you’ve done.”

Mr. Romankow also introduced
Janet Parmelee, superintendent
of schools for the Morris-Union
Jointure Commission, which
educates students with Autism
Spectrum Disorder at two
schools, one in Warren and the

other in Berkeley Heights. Ms.
Parmelee addressed the group
and said, “Thank you for learn-
ing about our kids. Our parents
now carry cards to identify their
child as being autistic.” She also
said the parents’ most signifi-
cant worry is “after the school
years and the behavioral fol-
low-up.”

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich addressed the crowd
and said, “From our side, the
cop’s side, how do you do the
right thing?” “Many of these kids
can’t communicate,” he added.
He then showed the group what
looked like a plastic wristwatch
or bracelet, which is a tracking
device used to locate a person
with autism who has wandered
away from home. The bracelet is
called Project Lifesaver and the
person wearing is registered with
the county. Project Life Saver
can also be used by someone
with Alzheimer’s disease, Downs
Syndrome, or dementia. For
more information call: (908)
273-1608.

Mr. Chiesa also addressed the
crowd and acknowledged the
need for the training in light of
the recent findings of the Cen-
ter for Disease Control (CDC)
on the rise in autistic births in
New Jersey in recent years.

The instructor for Autism and
Law Enforcement, David
Debbaudt, of Florida, a former
police officer, author and lec-
turer and father of an autistic
son, has taught this program to
the New York City Police De-
partment and many other po-
lice departments across the
United States. Almost every-
one in the crowd acknowledged
knowing someone with autism.

Mr. Debbaudt’s program’s fo-
cus is about Autism recognition
and law enforcement’s response
to it. The training is designed to
give practical approaches and
understanding when interact-
ing with persons with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD.) The

object is to teach the partici-
pants how to manage commu-
nication with a person, who may
be non-verbal, and to avoid
confusion.

Mr. Debbaudt identified some
of the behaviors associated with
autism, which would help an
officer responding in the field
better appraise the individual
when their behavior appears in-
appropriate to the situation at
hand. He alerted the partici-
pants that some of that behav-
ior would challenge their train-
ing and instincts. He empha-
sized the need to be calm, talk
softly and to keep directives to
the individual simple.

Mr. Debbauldt outlined a wide
arrange of behavior practiced
by people with ASD and sug-
gested tactics to de-escalate
dangerous or impulsive actions.
The most important advice the
instructor gave to the partici-
pants is to be patient, which
may be difficult when respond-
ing to a field situation where
time is of the essence and pub-
lic safety is at risk.

Videos were used to illustrate
possible scenarios of a police
officer interacting with an au-
tistic person who may be a vic-
tim, a witness or just a lost
individual. A video, which was
shown, involved a prosecutor
interviewing a victim of sexual
abuse. The details of the crime
were brought out on the tape by
a deft handling of the autistic
victim by the patient inter-
viewer. Mr. Debbaudt told the
participants that autistic per-
sons rarely lie.

He concluded by urging every-
one present to get to know fami-
lies with autistic children and to
visit schools and organizations
supporting those with ASD to
gain an even better understand-
ing of that community.

Law Enfment Takes Part in Autism Training

pays Clark a yearly fee of
$2,080,000.

The Garwood Board of Educa-
tion budget includes a $510,000
repayment of debt – $20,000 less
than last year. The savings comes
after the bonds were refinanced.

In her presentation, School
Business Administrator Janine
Murray emphasized that the
board wants to maintain optimal
class size – an average of 20 to
22 students – and update the
curriculum while keeping activi-
ties such as art, music, field trips,
middle-school athletics and the
eighth-grade play.

She noted that there were sev-
eral budget efficiencies: creating
programs to keep special-educa-
tion students in district, sharing
services with the borough and in-
creasing premiums for health care.

Ms. Quigley said she is looking
into additional sources of revenue,
such as advertising on the school
bus. She said she would love to
buy all of the middle-school stu-
dents Google Chrome tablets.
“Your textbooks can go on the
tablets, your writing, everything,”
she said. “In two years, all of our
state tests will be on the computer,
and that’s a different skill – reading
a booklet and answering questions
is a different skill than sitting at a
computer and dragging a ruler to
measure something.”

School board members Chris-
tine Guerriero and Aaron Watkins
were absent from the meeting.

Blaufeder Joins Garwood Council

GWD BOE Budget
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