
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 28, 2013 Page 9

Deerfield Students Study
Force and Motion

MOUNTAINSIDE — Eighth
graders at Deerfield School in
Mountainside have been studying
force and motion with their science
teacher, Sue Goracy. Using what they
had learned about impulse, the
change in momentum of an object,
the students designed landing pads
to safely catch a raw egg from ever-
increasing heights, using only 10
sheets of printer paper and one meter
of masking tape. The key was to
slow down the egg, changing its
momentum over a longer period of
time and thus decreasing the force
applied to the egg.

This year’s most successful de-
sign was constructed by Kian
Monaghan and Mikey Perrotta from
Period 7, catching an egg safely from
a height of nearly four meters.

The students also put their knowl-
edge of fluid forces to the test. After
learning that the buoyant force is
equal to the weight of the displaced
fluid (Archimedes’ Principle), stu-
dents designed boats made out of
one square foot of aluminum foil.
Finished products were placed in a
fish tank and aluminum weights were
added one at a time until the boats

sank. The most successful boats dis-
placed the most water and stayed
afloat with the most weight on board.

This year’s winners were Greg
Federico and Nick Sepe from Period
4, whose boat held a whopping 640
grams before it took on water.

EGGCELLENT...This year’s most suc-
cessful egg drop design was constructed
by Kian Monaghan and Mikey Perrotta
catching an egg safely from a height of
nearly four meters.

FLOATING FOIL...Deerfield School students designed boats made out of one
square foot of aluminum foil. Finished products were placed in a fish tank and
aluminum weights were added one at a time until the boats sank. The most
successful boats displaced the most water and stayed afloat with the most weight
on board. This year’s winners were Greg Federico and Nick Sepe, whose boat held
640 grams before it took on water.

Tamaques Reading Marathon
Benefits Library, Sandy Victims

WESTFIELD — Tamaques Elemen-
tary School in Westfield held a Reading
Marathon fundraiser this March, with a
goal of raising $3,500 to purchase books
for the Tamaques library and to assist
Union Beach Memorial School after
damage sustained from Hurricane
Sandy. The students far surpassed the
goal and the records of previous years.
Tamaques students read a total of
378,000 minutes and raised $10,500.

For the marathon, students in all
grades logged how many minutes they
read or were read to each day, and
teachers logged the class’ progress.
Students asked sponsors to pledge funds
towards their reading accomplishments.
At the completion of the marathon,
students who raised the most amount
of money and who read the most min-
utes were recognized at a special school
assembly and attended their own pri-
vate assembly with Snakes-N-Scales, a
group that rescues reptiles and edu-
cates children about them.

The Reading Marathon Committee,
chaired by Tamaques parent Barbara
Wellnitz, held several events in March
to highlight the marathon and the im-
portance of reading. This included the

second annual Tamaques “PJ Story
Time,” featuring Tamaques teachers
and staff holding a pajama-clad night-
time reading to students, and holding a
used book drive for classroom librar-
ies. Tamaques also hosted the celebrated
children’s author, Elizabeth Levy.

At the conclusion of the reading
marathon on March 18, in a school-
wide assembly, Principal Mike Cullen
revealed a new tiger-themed shaved
and painted hair style, in homage to
the school’s mascot, Tami the Ti-
ger. This was the reward for the
school having met and exceeded its
reading goals. Principal Cullen also
performed a song about reading to
the music of “Call Me Maybe.” His
new hair-style was created at
Kennedy’s All-American Barber
Club on North Avenue.

Principal Cullen noted that while
his new look (albeit temporary) and
musical performance was “definitely
embarrassing...it was worth it to
show the students how proud I am of
their efforts, and how important read-
ing is to me and to the school. He
joked, “I can only imagine what
they come up with next year!”

PRINCIPAL MAKEOVER…Tamaques Elementary School Principal Mike Cullen gets ready for his makeover as
Tamaques mascot, Tami the Tiger, looks on. At left, Mr. Cullen displays his new look outside Kennedy’s Barber Club in
Westfield. Mr. Cullen agreed to the “makeover” to honor students’ reading achievements during this year’s Reading
Marathon, which raised $10,500. Proceeds will help purchase books for the school library and assist Union Beach Memorial
School as it continues to recover from Hurricane Sandy.

77TH REUNION…The Westfield High School Class of 1936 held a “mini” 77th
reunion on March 6 at the Stoneybrook Country Club in Sarasota, Fla. Pictured
are: Jean Hastorf Selvig Doar of Naples, Fla.; Doris Beecher Schaub of Harwich,
Mass.; W. Sherry Haines of Stuart, Fla. and Dan F. Sweet of Newfields, N.H.

Outstanding Intermediate
Teacher Nominations Due

WESTFIELD — The Optimist Club
of Westfield has announced that the
deadline for receipt of nominations for
the 16th annual Intermediate School
Outstanding Teacher Award is Friday,
April 19. Two intermediate school
teachers – one from Edison and one
from Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
– will be chosen to receive the award on
Wednesday, May 8, at an Optimist
dinner and will be honored at a board of
education meeting in June.

Nominations should specify ways in
which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. The nominee must be a
full-time teacher in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools in grades 6-8 for a mini-
mum of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination letters
to: Outstanding Teacher Award Com-
mittee of the Optimist Club of Westfield,
c/o Office of the Superintendent,
Westfield Public Schools, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090. Letters
can also be e-mailed to:

optiaward@westfieldnjk12.org.
The Optimist Club of Westfield also

supports the schools and children
through Project Graduation, the Fresh-
men Service Project, Oratorical Con-
test, Hands-on Science, the Congres-
sional Seminar and Global Environ-
ment Scholarships and as a co-sponsor
for the Halloween Haunted House.

Previous winners of the award from
Edison include: Kristi Houghtaling,
Kristine Smith-Morasso, Robert Sand-
ers, Walter Buda, David Shapiro, Nancy
Rygiel, Gloria White-James, Robert
Hild, Marni Kirschenbaum, Janice
Sheridan, Kathleen Zippler, Teresa
Squillace, David Greer, Alexandra
Boutsikaris, and Michael Altmann.
Roosevelt teachers who have been
honored with the Optimist award in-
clude: Lynne Gerber, Stephanie
Kwiatkowski, Laura Segedin, Frank
Nolde, Walter Buda, Thomas
Reynolds, Wendy Masteller, Jack
Martin, Karen Lust, Linda Vail, Eliza-
beth Scheuerer, Glen Kurz, Jeffrey
Robbins, Dona Panagos, Marc Biunno,
and Denis McMorrow.

SLIMEY SITUATION…John Dobosiewicz, professor at Kean University’s De-
partment of Geology and Meteorology and Washington Elementary School dad,
with his assistant, Washington School mom, Nicole Pedersen, demonstrate how
to make slime at the school’s science fair held March 13.
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WHS Class of 1943
Reunion Announced

WESTFIELD – Plans have
been formulated for a 70th re-
union of the Westfield High
School Class of 1943 on Friday,
September 20, and Saturday,
September 21.

A get-together will be held at
the Best Western Hotel in
Westfield on Friday night, fol-
lowed by a home football game
Saturday afternoon and cocktails
and dinner Saturday evening.

For more information and de-
tails, contact Bruce Malcolm, 131
Harbor Lights Drive, Salem, S.C.
29676 or call (864) 944-2583.


