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Jefferson: ‘The Best Government Is the
Government That Governs Least’

Letters to the Editor

President Kennedy in his inaugu-
ral address famously proclaimed the
central principle of citizenship. “Ask
not what your country can do for you;
ask what you can do for your coun-
try.”

We as citizens cannot just take from
government, expect from govern-
ment, be entitled from government.
There is such a thing as being inde-
pendent if this be at all possible.

The more government we have the
more government we will have.

The more we want government to
do the more government will do.

The more government the less our
freedoms and liberties.

The business of government is not
business. As the Preamble to the
United States Constitution states with
regard to the federal government, the
purpose of government is “to form a
more perfect Union, establish jus-
tice, insure domestic tranquility, pro-
vide for the common defense, pro-
mote the general welfare, and secure
the blessings of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity.”

“The general welfare” is the broad
concept of national interest.

But more and more people want
government to other things. In
Westfield this has meant having a
municipal pool. A fine idea, but it
competes with private swimming
clubs and has, as with other munici-
pal pools, caused them either to go
through increasingly tough financial
times or close. In many towns, the
idea in having government is to build
lighted turf fields for public school
students rather than provide programs
for the improvement of reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic. Gambling has
increasingly become a governmental
enterprise. Such authorities as the
Raritan Valley Sewerage Authority
are, in effect, governmental business.

Many people want governmental
services but do not want to pay for
them and will not tolerate a cut in
government spending for these ser-
vices.

The call for higher taxes while
spending is not cut makes for mis-
government.

People who enjoy the largesse of
governmental pensions and their abil-
ity “to bank” sick days, vacation days,
and personal days undermine the fi-
nancial ability of government to at-
tend to those vital purposes set forth
in the Preamble.

Public employees who think that
they have a right without any finan-

cial contribution to their health care
plans also sap the financial ability of
government also to do those vital
things stated in the Preamble.

Health care providers, who by bil-
lions of dollars, over bill Medicare
for services rendered or not even
rendered undermine the financial
solvency of Medicare.

The idea of shared sacrifice, that
we each must give a little for the good
of the town, the county, the state, and
the country and that we must do more
for ourselves is a growing anathema
in many circles.

Yet without such sacrifice we
hobble the ability of government to
do what is necessary and essential by
making it do what is not necessary
and not essential as with the massive
cuts in defense spending and in air-
port security caused by the seques-
ter! Continue on the road we are on
and we shall be spending all our tax
dollars just to pay the interest on the
national debt created in large mea-
sure because so many people are un-
willing either to give up some ben-
efits or to contribute money to them!

Government was not intended as a
gravy train, but rather an instrument
for the security and defense of the
people and the country and for the
establishment of a system of justice
by which our freedoms and liberties
may be secured.

There is truth in the statement at-
tributed to Thomas Jefferson. “The
best government is the government
that governs least.” At least to people
who believe that free enterprise rather
than government is more than not the
solution to whatever problem comes
before us. But if we continue to de-
pend upon government to do what
we can do for ourselves and at the
same time not make any sacrifices,
we shall bankrupt government while
creating such a huge governance as
to swallow up all our freedoms and
liberties and leave America’s justifi-
ably world famous free enterprise in
the dust.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Hope And Miracles Happen With
Organ Donations in Westfield

Giving Hope — making Miracles;
the Children’s Organ Transplant As-
sociation (COTA) has been doing this
since 1986. Right here in Westfield, a
group of caring and committed people
are working hard to give hope, and
possibly make a miracle, for the Haley
family. But what is COTA? COTA
has helped organize communities
across the country to raise funds that
help pay transplant-related expenses
and help families avoid financial cri-
sis. Here in Westfield, Elle Haley, 14,
received a liver transplant, and Elle’s
family has turned to COTA for help.

COTA helps with transplant-related
expenses such as food and lodging
while the family is at the transplant
center; transportation to and from the
transplant center; co-pays, deductibles
and medication expenses, and assis-
tance with household expenses while
a parent is out of work during the time
of the transplant. All of these expenses
add up quickly (often tens of thou-
sands of dollars) and can stand in the
way of a child receiving a life-saving
transplant. But you can help.  More

than 2,000 families from every corner
of this country have worked with
COTA. Thousands of concerned
people have donated their time to help
COTA patients, and more than 200,000
generous people have made contribu-
tions to help transplant-needy chil-
dren receive a second chance at life.

April is National Donate Life
Month. More than 100,000 U.S. pa-
tients are waiting for a solid organ
transplant, with another 30,000
searching for a cord blood, marrow
or stem cell match. Every day, 19
people die waiting for an organ trans-
plant.  Elle Haley needs you to sup-
port COTA and to register today as an
organ donor. Go to
www.COTAforelleh.com to learn
how you can help give hope — and
make a miracle.

Amy Anderson
Barbara Callahan, Westfield

Editor’s Note: COTA is a national
charity dedicated to guiding commu-
nities in raising funds for transplant-
related expenses.

Thankfully, Westfield’s Residents
Rarely Experience Actual Gun Violence

On March 20th I attended a forum,
“Guns in a Civil Society,” sponsored
by the Peace and Justice Committee
of Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s. The
forum featured two speakers. Former
Mayor Thomas Jardim spoke about
the constitutional right of gun owner-
ship while the Rev. Robert Moore, of
the N.J. Coalition for Peace Action,
spoke about the religious context for
dealing with gun violence. The
speeches were followed by a discus-
sion with people voicing their views
about various approaches to prevent-
ing gun violence. I applaud this
group’s effort to have a calm, infor-
mative, and useful discussion in our
community about this issue.

According to a fact sheet distrib-
uted by the Rev. Moore, over
1,000,000 people have been killed by
guns in the United States since 1968,
the year Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
was assassinated. Indeed, each year,
on average, over 100,000 Americans
are shot or killed. According to the
CDC, the rate of death by firearms of
children under the age of 16 in the
U.S. is significantly higher than 25
other industrialized nations com-
bined. There is no question that there
are myriad causes of these horrific
statistics. But we do know instituting
various policies, like universal back-
ground checks, can make a differ-
ence.

Thankfully, Westfield’s residents
rarely experience actual gun violence.
The homicide rate in Westfield is
almost non-existent. But we do from
time to time have gun violence in our
town or have guns confiscated by our
police from individuals passing
through. At the recent Westfield Po-
lice Officers’ Awards Dinner, a
Westfield police officer was com-
mended for his arrest of a carjacking
suspect armed with a loaded Uzi
machine gun following a motor ve-
hicle pursuit. While we live in a very
safe community, the epidemic of ille-
gal guns affects us even here.

I was also taken by the Rev. Moore’s
use of a common phrase recommend-

ing that people “think globally but
act locally.” Something that can be
done locally is for Westfield’s Mayor
to join a bipartisan coalition called
Mayors Against Illegal Guns. This
coalition advocates for those policies
we know work, for research into
causes we don’t fully understand,
and for sharing and exchanging in-
formation about the issue between
mayors of communities big and small,
Republican and Democratic.

As your mayor, I would join with
the other 91 New Jersey Mayors and
the other 800 mayors nationwide who
have joined this important effort.

David Haas (D)
Westfield Mayoral Candidate

N.J. Senators Menendez and
Lautenberg Take Action In Washington

Hell must have frozen over this
past weekend as the U.S. Senate broke
a four-year record of intransigence
and failure as it unleashed a blizzard
of votes that culminated with the pas-
sage of a budget document that re-
veals the plans and priorities of the 50
Democrats who supported it.

It was no mistake that the big re-
veal by Senate Democrats was that
they had no plan whatsoever to ever
bring the budget into balance came
on Friday evening going into pre-
dawn Saturday morning. Harry Reid
and crew clearly were embarrassed
by their budget and hoped to avoid
widespread media coverage by sched-
uling votes when they would receive
the least amount of attention.

Ironically, Democrat Senator Bob
Menendez (D-N.J.) actually had the
audacity to complain that it was irre-
sponsible for the Senate to be consid-
ering major foreign policy decisions
at 3 a.m. on Saturday, referring to a
budget amendment that passed put-
ting the Senate on record as opposing
the United Nations Small Arms Treaty
which the Obama Administration is
currently negotiating.

Menendez’s complaint should have
been with Majority Leader Reid who
deliberately scheduled the vote-a-
thon in the wee hours of the morning
to keep the results cloaked from real
time reporting as much as possible.

But the rationale behind Reid’s
Hide the Budget Act makes perfect
sense. The Senate Democrats claimed
that their budget was “balanced” a
grand total of 230 times as noted by
Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) in spite
of their voting for a budget that never
even gets close to balance.

In spite of these rhetorical claims,
every Democrat Senator with the ex-
ception of West Virginia’s Joe
Manchin voted against sending the
budget back to Committee with in-
structions that it balance within 10
years. The motion to recommit by
Sessions was defeated by a 46–53
margin with Frank Lautenberg (D-
NJ) not voting.

The significance of this admission
by 53 Democrat Senators — 50 of
whom voted for final passage of the
budget — that they have no intention
of ever bringing the budget to bal-
ance cannot be overstated.

No matter their orchestrated pro-
testations to the contrary, and their
attempts to spin the American people
by perverting the definition of bal-
ancing the budget, their votes do not
lie. The budget that was passed by the
Senate Democrats creates $7.3 tril-
lion in new debt over the next 10
years despite a $1.5-trillion tax in-
crease.

 Rick Manning
Americans for Limited Government

N.J. Reaches 1 GW
In Solar Capacity

TRENTON – The New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) has
announced that New Jersey’s solar
industry has hit a significant mile-
stone in surpassing one gigawatt
(GW) of installed solar energy. As of
the end of February, a total of 1,008.4
MW of solar capacity has been in-
stalled statewide through 20,340 of
solar projects.

There are over 15,500 residential,
3,000 commercial, 300 schools, 200
government projects constructed in
places such as, rooftops, carports,
landfills and brownfields.

Legislation couples acceleration of
the renewable portfolio standard
(RPS) for solar energy with a reduc-
tion of the solar alternate compliance
payment (SACP) levels.

New Jersey continues to rank sec-
ond in the nation in installed capacity
at the distribution level. Solar con-
nected to the distribution system pro-
vides the state with a distributive gen-
eration capacity that is spread
throughout the entire state; lower
capacity and congestion prices for
delivery of electricity; and lower en-
ergy cost for residents, businesses,
towns and school districts that have
installed solar arrays.

Back To Nature
Health Foods

13 Walnut Avenue, Cranford

All Major Vitamins Lines, 200 Homeopathic Remedies
Gluten-Free Foods, Freeze Dried Emergency Food Kits and More!

Serving the community for 34 years

888-686-4276


