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AND THEY’RE OFF…Youngsters participate in one of several “fun runs” for
young children held before the main 5K Race and fundraiser at St. Bartholomew’s
Academy on Saturday.Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BACK IN TIME…Liberty Hall Museum’s elegant Downton Abbey-themed
brunch, “Dames, Dainties and Doilies,” is a hit for fans of the TV series who are
led by guide Katherine Commarato, right. The March 16 event saw these
enthusiastic Downton Abbey fans attired in Edwardian-era clothes as well as
“fascinators” as they pose in front of Lucy Kean’s carriage after the brunch. The
group of 40 guests was broken into four smaller groups for the tour of the Kean
home for the “Ring for Service: The Role of Servants in a Country House”
presentation.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SLEIGHT OF HAND…Magician Ryan Scott, right, performs illusions at The
Arc of Union County’s Annual Candlelight Ball held at L’Affaire in Mountainside
on Saturday night.

November 2015.
In other business, the board ap-

proved a motion to allow a $300,000
transfer from the capital reserve ac-
count for the purchase of a Terrill
Road property to the right of Terrill
Middle School. It also was reported
that $10,000 will be used for the
required fees for the purchase of the
property, with the balance to be used
for removal of a home on the site. It
also was noted that any excess would
then be returned to the capital re-
serve account.

BOE members approved the pur-
chase of the property in a 6-1 vote
last month.

The next BOE meeting will be
held on Thursday, April 18, at 7:30
p.m. in the BOE administration of-
fices at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains.
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SP Candidates
and are assured of maintaining party
control through the 2014 election
when three council seats – Mr.
Beckerman’s along with fellow
Democrat Michael Marcus and Re-
publican William Vastine – will be up
for grabs. Mr. Beckerman and Mr.
Jones still need to be formally chosen
by their party’s voters in the June 4
Primary Election, although their se-
lections are likely to be nothing more
than formalities.
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As for the NJDEP (New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection) versus Occidental case, dur-
ing a closed session the RVSA com-
missioners discussed the latest out-
of-court settlement proposal given
by the NJDEP. Recently, the NJDEP
approached all third-party defen-
dants, including RVSA, with efforts
to settle. RVSA had until March 23 to
take action on the latest settlement
proposal.

Also, during the regular meeting,
outgoing former RVSA chairman,
Stephen Eisenberg of Springfield, was
sent off with congratulatory notes
from the other member commission-
ers. He had served with the RVSA
from December 2010 to February
2013, in various positions, including
the finance, legal and sludge man-
agement committees.

“I want to thank (RVSA Chairman
Rene Dierkes) for inviting me…to
receive this certificate,” Mr. Eisenberg
said. “Recently at a public meeting,
the mayor of Springfield (David
Amlen) said that I was ineffective on
behalf of my community, but I hope
this is not the general perception on
the commissioners and staff of
(RVSA), who knows something about
the operations” and about his contri-
butions.

“Being a commissioner had been
an extraordinary opportunity; I stand
(even in retirement) ready for any
assistance (if ever needed),” Mr.
Eisenberg said.

And in a continued effort by the
RVSA to boost continued positive
public relations communication, the
Authority will host its first official
tour of the facilities to students in
RVSA member towns.

After a slide presentation of the
proposed public relations and educa-
tion campaign, James Meehan em-
phasized the more tactile approach to
better communication, which he ad-
vocates wholeheartedly.

“There is much positive communi-
cation and education to be done for
the public. And that the best way to
do so is to have the public see what
you are doing,” Mr. Meehan said.
“We’re very excited to have the chance
to better relate to the public.”

Mr. Meehan stated in the regular
meeting that the first tour class would
include about 30 kids from
Kenilworth and about 160 students
from Clark the week after.
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In addition, she said, proposed
legislation (S-2364/A-3553), which
would permit voters to cast ballots
in person at designated polling lo-
cations as early as 15 days prior to
an election, is now on Governor
Chris Christie’s desk for consider-
ation. She said this would hike her
overtime budget. She said the clerk’s
office budget, however, is likely to
produce a $2-million increase in
revenue to $8 million in total as real
estate recordings are jumping. How-
ever, she told the freeholders that
she might need to hire a second
deputy county clerk, “if the volume
(of recordings) goes up signifi-
cantly.”

While a number of department
budgets are projecting increases,
Runnells Specialized Hospital is
showing a $4-million drop in sala-
ries and over $500,000 in overtime
per its $35-million-plus budget pro-
posal. Fringe benefits also are pro-
jected to drop several million dollars.

“When you add to the factor of
$4.5 million in salaries, savings and
overtime…you are talking about
over $7 million (in budget reduc-
tions) from 2012,” Runnells Direc-
tor of Finance Michael Drummond
said, noting that Runnells has con-
tracted out services in three of its
departments. Mr. Drummond said
Runnells’ staff has been reduced
from 540 to 408. He said the county
is owed over $1.1 million from
Middlesex County for patients
served by Runnells.

A recent report commissioned by
the county has recommended the
county either lease or sell Runnells,
which has been subsidized by the
county to the tune of $17 million, a
number that is expected to grow as
per-bed Medicaid rates for

Runnells’ 300-bed long-term-care
unit plummet in the next year.

Mr. Drummond said the hospital
currently has 250 patients in long-
term care, but he hopes to increase
that number to 280.

“Thirty additional patients on an
annual basis brings in about three-
and-a-half to four million dollars in
revenues,” Mr. Drummond said.

Runnells Administrator Joan
Wheeler said the hospital recently
signed a contract with the Summit
Medical Group for sending patients
to Runnells’ subacute unit.

One of the hospital’s initiatives is
to open some 25 beds for orthope-
dic rehabilitation for younger pa-
tients, which Ms. Wheeler said the
medical group was “very interested”
in. Another 25 beds would be con-
verted for use as a geriatric unit.

The Department of Corrections’
overall budget of $42.4 million is
down $433,000, despite the fact that
salaries are up $500,000. Brian
Riordan, director of corrections,
said his goal is to reduce his over-
time budget by almost $400,000 to
$5.8 million. He expects to accom-
plish this by promoting seven offic-
ers to sergeant and by hiring 20
additional correction officers. A 17-
percent reduction in prisoners has
led to a drop of $500,000 in meals
and medical costs.

He said additional revenue could
be realized through his goal of the
installation of a video visitation sys-
tem for prisoners. Families would
be charged a fee for going online at
their homes. Mr. Riordan said he
would like to “leverage” the instal-
lation costs for the monitors over a
number of years against the com-
missions of the jail’s inmate phone
contract.
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WF BOE Redistricting Plan
Opposed By Harding Parents

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A group of
Harding Street residents have ob-
jected to a redistricting option by
the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE), which has been given to
seven out of 27 families of Wash-
ington Elementary School students
whose children would be going to
two different middle schools. The
seven families were given the op-
tion for siblings to stay together in
either Roosevelt or Edison Inter-
mediate Schools.

Lori Fineberg and Diana
Dobosiewicz, both of Harding
Street, and Ginger Clarke-Walden,
of Coolidge Street, said they also
wanted the option of choosing
which intermediate school their
children would attend, and that they
felt discriminated against.

“You’re tearing this neighbor-
hood apart,” Ms. Fineberg said.

Ms. Dobosiewicz, the most vo-
ciferous of the group, said, “I want
to decide to which school my child
will go; the decision is mine. I am
the taxpayer, not my child, not
you. Why did you allow seven
families to make that decision?”
she asked.

Board President Rich Mattessich
said, “A population study one year
ago recommended the current
fourth-grade class go to Roosevelt
[Intermediate School]. Now the cur-
rent fifth-grade class will go to
Edison [Intermediate School] or
Roosevelt.”

“I feel it was all done secretly,”
Ms. Dobosiewicz said. “Twenty
families are being discriminated
against.”

Ms. Clark-Walden said, “These
families are my best friends. It’s
not about the school; it’s about fair-
ness, to change the plan at the 11th
hour. I don’t get a choice because I

have a small family? It’s not good
to be small in Westfield, I guess,”
she said. “You have a policy, a five-
year plan. It should all be fair.”

Board member Lucy Biegler, a
member of the BOE’s long-range
planning committee, said, “We
looked at every number at
Roosevelt. I thought, if you have
two children going to two separate
middle schools, I think that’s hard.”

Mr. Mattessich responded, “For
the people who are impacted, again,
this was not a decision we made
lightly. I’m telling you it was a
tough thing to do. A few things
have happened in the past five years.
We know. We have the data. We
have three board members in the
Washington district.”

Board member Ann Cary said,
“We are trying to respond to what
people are asking us to do.”

Ms. Feinberg asked, “Is this (the
plan) even open for reconsidera-
tion?”

Ginny Leiz, also a member of the
long-range planning committee, re-
sponded, “If the board wants the
committee to look at it, we can.”

“Please do not split the kids. Is it
a social reason? I want an answer.
Are you going to think long and
hard?” Ms. Feinberg asked.

Ms. Biegler said, “You really
don’t care about the other families,
do you?”

Mr. Mattessich said, “We took
the request, we’ll consider it.”

Following the meeting, Ms. Leiz
said, “No board wants to redistrict
children. This was the only viable
plan to ease the overcrowding at
Roosevelt. The plan ends with the
2013-2014 school year.”

The next regular meeting of the
board of education will be Tuesday,
April 9, at 7:30 p.m., at the BOE’s
administration building at 302 Elm
Street.

with autistic people will be rising.
The prosecutor then introduced

Doreen Yannik, the Union County as-
sistant prosecutor in charge of the Spe-
cial Offender’s Unit in the UCPO, which
deals with persons with developmental
disabilities. He said Ms. Yannik came
to him urging him to address the prob-
lem of dealing with this part of the
community.

Mr. Romankow then introduced
Asm. Bramnick. Mr. Brammick praised
Mr. Romankow by saying, “Ted has a
history of diverse experience. This train-
ing will broaden the approach of law
enforcement in our community.” He
also said, “My hat’s off to Doreen
Yannik. Today, we’re going to learn
about the work you’ve done.”

Mr. Romankow also introduced Janet
Parmelee, superintendent of schools
for the Morris-Union Jointure Com-
mission, which educates students with
Autism Spectrum Disorder at two
schools, one in Warren and the other in
Berkeley Heights. Ms. Parmelee ad-
dressed the group and said, “Thank
you for learning about our kids. Our
parents now carry cards to identify
their child as being autistic.” She also
said the parents’ most significant worry
is “after the school years and the behav-
ioral follow-up.”

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich addressed the crowd and said,
“From our side, the cop’s side, how do
you do the right thing?” “Many of these
kids can’t communicate,” he added. He
then showed the group what looked
like a plastic wristwatch or bracelet,
which is a tracking device used to
locate a person with autism who has
wandered away from home. The brace-
let is called Project Lifesaver and the
person wearing is registered with the
county. Project Life Saver can also be
used by someone with Alzheimer’s
disease, Downs Syndrome, or demen-
tia. For more information call: (908)
273-1608.

Mr. Chiesa also addressed the crowd
and acknowledged the need for the
training in light of the recent findings of
the Center for Disease Control (CDC)
on the rise in autistic births in New
Jersey in recent years.

The instructor for Autism and Law
Enforcement, David Debbaudt, of
Florida, a former police officer, author
and lecturer and father of an autistic
son, has taught this program to the New
York City Police Department and many
other police departments across the
United States. Almost everyone in the
crowd acknowledged knowing some-
one with autism.

Mr. Debbaudt’s program’s focus is
about Autism recognition and law
enforcement’s response to it. The train-
ing is designed to give practical ap-
proaches and understanding when in-
teracting with persons with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD.) The object
is to teach the participants how to man-
age communication with a person, who
may be non-verbal, and to avoid confu-
sion.

Mr. Debbaudt identified some of the

behaviors associated with autism, which
would help an officer responding in the
field better appraise the individual when
their behavior appears inappropriate to
the situation at hand. He alerted the
participants that some of that behavior
would challenge their training and in-
stincts. He emphasized the need to be
calm, talk softly and to keep directives
to the individual simple.

Mr. Debbauldt outlined a wide ar-
range of behavior practiced by people
with ASD and suggested tactics to de-
escalate dangerous or impulsive ac-
tions. The most important advice the
instructor gave to the participants is to
be patient, which may be difficult when
responding to a field situation where
time is of the essence and public safety
is at risk.

Videos were used to illustrate pos-
sible scenarios of a police officer inter-
acting with an autistic person who may
be a victim, a witness or just a lost
individual. A video, which was shown,
involved a prosecutor interviewing a
victim of sexual abuse. The details of
the crime were brought out on the tape
by a deft handling of the autistic victim
by the patient interviewer. Mr. Debbaudt
told the participants that autistic per-
sons rarely lie.

He concluded by urging everyone
present to get to know families with
autistic children and to visit schools
and organizations supporting those with
ASD to gain an even better understand-
ing of that community.
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IRISH FOR THE DAY…A festive hat
completes the outfit of a gentleman
attending a fundraiser for youth sports
hosted by Oh’Brian’s Pourhouse in
Fanwood on Saturday.

Ethics Expert to Probe
Alleged Conflict of Interest

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee on Tuesday
appointed an expert in legal ethics
to look into whether there are any
conflicts of interest in having the
former township attorney and his
law firm represent the township in
two significant housing develop-
ment matters while the firm’s ties to
the developers are being questioned.

Professor Michael Ambrosio,
who teaches legal ethics at Seton
Hall University School of Law and
was described by Township Attor-
ney Daniel McCarthy as a “premier
ethics expert,” will examine whether
the Florio, Perrucci law firm and
one of its attorneys, former town-
ship attorney Phil Morin, had a con-
flict of interest in representing
Cranford in builders’ remedy liti-
gation and site plan hearings for the
housing developments at 555 South
Avenue and on Birchwood Avenue.

Both developments have been,
and continue to be, the source of
local controversy. Several residents,
backed by a group they formed
called Concerned Citizens of
Cranford, have claimed that
Michael Perrucci, the law firm’s
managing partner, is also a princi-
pal with Woodmont Properties, a
client of the firm and the developer
of the 555 South Avenue site. The
group of residents is claiming that
Mr. Morin, as township attorney
last year, represented the munici-
pality at a hearing where his boss
was the developer.

At the township committee’s
meeting on Tuesday, Mr. McCarthy
asked anyone with any documenta-
tion that may assist Prof.
Ambrosio’s efforts to provide them
to the township clerk’s office.
Mayor Thomas Hannen said the
appointment was made because the
committee believes that “there’s
something there” that needs to be
looked into by an outside expert.
Prof. Ambrosio will be paid up to
$5,000 for his work.

Rita LaBrutto, one of the resi-
dents who has voiced concerns
about the conflict of interest, said
she hopes the committee will put
the Florio, Perrucci firm “aside”
until the investigation is completed.
But commissioner Lisa Adubato
called the allegations against the
law firm and Mr. Morin “unsub-
stantiated” and said she backed Prof.
Ambrosio’s appointment because
of the committee’s “obligation to
be responsive to citizens.” Mr.
McCarthy cautioned that Prof.
Ambrosio’s efforts would not in-
clude subpoenas or depositions.

“He’s not playing sleuth,” Mr.
McCarthy said, clarifying that the
academic would be conducting a
“review of the facts” before making
recommendations to the township
committee.

In other business, the committee
introduced the 2013 municipal bud-
get, which calls for expenditures of

$34.2 million and a 1.69-percent
increase in the municipal portion of
property taxes, or about $39 per
household. Commissioner Andis
Kalnins, the finance commissioner,
said the governing body would look
into further savings between now
and the public hearing on Tuesday,
April 23.

Appropriations this year, he said,
are 0.69 percent higher than in 2012,
the result of several one-time ex-
penditures last year that were re-
lated to Hurricane Irene in August
2011. He said most department bud-
get increases were kept to near zero
this year. The primary increases
were a 4.4-percent hike in insur-
ance expenses, a 5.7-percent hike
in utility costs and a 13-percent rise
in debt service. Mr. Kalnins said
the township would look to refi-
nancing some of its debt in an effort
to lower that expense.

At the start of the meeting, the
committee gave final approval to
an ordinance setting out the proce-
dures for identifying and establish-
ing historic districts and encourag-
ing the preservation of landmarks
within Cranford. Calling the ordi-
nance “long in the making,” Deputy
Mayor Edward O’Malley said rec-
ognizing Cranford’s historic assets
was “essential” to the town’s char-
acter and identity. He said the des-
ignation of a historic district can
boost property values by as much
as 3 percent and would also enable
owners of historic homes to become
eligible for grants. Mr. O’Malley
emphasized that the ordinance
would not “abridge any personal
property rights.”

During the public hearing,
Maureen Strazdon of the Cranford
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board said the group “strongly sup-
ports” the ordinance. Several other
members also spoke in support and
when the committee completed its
5-to-0 vote to enact the ordinance,
applause broke out in the audience.

The committee also gave final
approval to a $69,000 bond ordi-
nance to acquire new computers for
the municipal administrative offices
in an effort to provide better cus-
tomer service to residents.

Joseph Hartnett, who has been
serving as interim township admin-
istrator for the past several months,
was named to the post permanently
on Tuesday. James Wozniak was
promoted to the rank of captain in
the police department.


