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SEA OF RUNNERS...Area runners hit the streets on Saturday during the annual 5K Race and fundraiser to benefit St.
Bartholomew’s Academy in Scotch Plains.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
FUN TIME…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and her sons welcome the crowd at
a fundraiser to benefit youth sports, hosted by Oh’Brian’s Pourhouse on
Saturday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Oh’Brian’s co-owner Brian Costello,
Freeholder Al Mirabella, Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Mayor Mahr and
Oh’Brian’s co-owner Brian Walter.

NEW ROTARY MEMBER...Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover, center, was
inducted into the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains on March 20 at the
Stage House Inn. Club President Michael Dietrich, right, presents a plaque to
Mayor Glover as Membership Chairman Wayne Zuhl looks on.
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HEROIC EFFORTS...Scotch Plains and Fanwood firefighters were honored
with the Knights of Columbus Shield Awards, presented this year at the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic Church on March 21, for their heroic efforts
at a fatal house fire last year that claimed the life of a mother and her son.

Beckerman to Face Jones In
Special Election for SP Council

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
Councilman Louis Beckerman will
face Republican newcomer
Llewellyn Jones in
November’s special elec-
tion to fill the remaining
year of an unexpired four-
year term on the township
council.

Mr. Beckerman was ap-
pointed in January to fill
the vacancy created when
Mayor Kevin Glover re-
signed his council seat to
assume the mayoralty that
he won last November. Mr. Glover’s
four-year council term was from Janu-
ary 2011 through December 2014, so
the winner of this November’s elec-
tion will occupy the seat until another
election next year for a fresh four-
year term.

Saying “there is much more work
to do,” Mr. Beckerman, a former
township Democratic Party chairman
and the president of an in-

surance agency,
said he wants to
continue to
work on the po-
lice department
merger with
Fanwood, “so
that our resi-
dents can begin
to see savings on
their property-
tax bill.” He also
called for “new and inno-

vative ideas” to attract businesses and
shoppers to the downtown business

district and said he favors providing
“new and meaningful programs for
our senior population.”

Mr. Jones, a former
member of the township
zoning board of adjust-
ment, is the co-founder of
Qtrade Capital Partners in
Westfield. He said he
hopes to “use my business
skills to efficiently man-
age our shared resources”
and promised to be “open-
minded, accessible and
attentive” to residents’
concerns.

Democrats currently control the
governing body by a 4-to-1 margin

SP-F BOE OKs $86.1 Mil. Budget;
School Tax Increasing $1.6 Mil.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) last Thursday unanimously
passed the 2013-2014 school budget
of $86.1 million after a public hear-
ing.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
said the total local tax levy is
$77,991,986 for the 2013-2014 bud-
get, representing a $1.6-million in-
crease over the 2012-2013 budget.
This number includes the $1,678,758
in debt service for the district. Mr.
Whitehouse stated that this would be

a 2.11-percent tax increase for
Fanwood residents and 1.47-percent
tax increase for Scotch Plains resi-
dents, which “does fall within the 2
percent cap imposed by the state.”

It was noted that the tax impact per
an average Scotch Plains assessed
home of $121,000 would be $8.89 a
month and $11.02 a month for an
average Fanwood home of $84,600.
A total of $60.7 million in school
taxes will be raised in Scotch Plains,
with $17.3 million coming from
Fanwood.

State aid was reported to have in-
creased by $31,982 from last year’s

figure of $2,643,920, bringing the
net total to $2,675,902.

Mr. Whitehouse said since 2008
the district’s overall student popula-
tion has increased by 99 additional
students. According to the district
numbers, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools taught 5,601 students in 2012.
He also said the upcoming budget did
support summer work for creating
and revising assessments, textbook
updates for AP Calculus, Statistics
and Biology, an updated middle-
school math program and an updated
elementary social studies program.
He said the budget includes replac-
ing exterior doors and lock mecha-
nisms as needed throughout the dis-
trict to increase security.

Also, it was noted that there were
4.5 additional school staffing posi-
tions in the budget. These additions
include: a full-day middle-school
teacher, a half-day preschool teacher
and a high-school guidance counse-
lor, English teacher and self-con-
tained special-education teacher.

Employee medical benefits are up
by 11 percent, dental premiums are
rising by 8 percent, and the cost of the
employee prescription plan is increas-
ing by 25 percent. Utility appropria-
tions are up 6 percent.

Mr. Whitehouse said capital im-
provements in the budget include
eight Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) units at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, asbes-
tos removal at McGinn and Brunner
Elementary Schools and bathroom
upgrades for Park and Terrill Middle
Schools and the high school. He also
said the asbestos removal would be
part of general upgrades to schools.

“As tiles are being upgraded it is
cost effective to remove old materials
that contain asbestos,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. Mr. Whitehouse
said there was $1.5 million in capital
reserve for projects such as these.

It also was noted that since the
February 2012 resolution to change
the election date of board of educa-
tion members to November, a public
vote on the budget is not needed if the
budget remains within the 2-percent
cap. That resolution is in effect until
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Keystone Agrees to Mediation
To Settle RVSA Suit

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — In the latest meeting
conducted last week by the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA),
RVSA’s counsel announced that
Keyspan Corporation had agreed to
participate in mediations, which are
to be held on May 14 and June 4, to
settle litigation concerning construc-
tion of RVSA’s cogeneration facility.

RVSA’s lead litigation counsel,
Brian Hak of Weiner Lesniak, said,
“On the cogeneration
litigation...CAT/Foley had made a
claim for $4 million on the basis that,
that was the money they incurred to
do the repair work back in 2007 when
the engines exploded (on the cogen-
eration facility).”

However, “The arbitrators just ren-
dered the award the other day, deny-
ing that claim, in favor of the Author-
ity (RVSA) and PS&S (RVSA’s lead
feasibility engineer),” Mr. Hak said.

The genesis for the cogeneration
facility started in the early 2000s. It

was from the beginning to become
the cornerstone of “methane burn-
ing” cogeneration plants, affording
the member cities in volume waste
processing and power output effi-
ciencies. However, due to unfore-
seen issues, the subsequent explo-
sions of the engines caused the mas-
sive halt on the costly project – tail
spinning quickly into a legal entangle-
ment.

On November 23, 2011 Caterpil-
lar, Inc. & Foley Power Systems
(CAT/Foley) filed a cross claim
against the RVSA and PS&S, in which
they alleged, “The explosions that
occurred in 2007 was due to the de-
sign of the (cogeneration) facility,
rather than the defects from the en-
gines.”

“On our arbitration, we’re set to go
to mediation in mid May and early
June. I’m happy to report that one of
the significant parties we sued
(Keyspan) has agreed to participate
in the mediation,” Mr. Hak said.
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Jail Director, Prosecutor
Seek Budget Hikes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders’ Fis-
cal Affairs Committee began delib-
erations last Thursday with depart-
ment heads per a proposed budget
of around $500 million, with $321
million to be raised in taxes.

As the board looks for ways to
chop a $19-million tax hike this
year, board members heard pro-
posed increases of $480,329 for the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
(UCPO), a total of $454,000 of
which would be used to fill seven
vacant senior officer positions that
were not filled in 2012.

County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said his office has tried
to operate with fewer employees
“over the course of many years,”
saying his office has saved “a con-
siderable amount of money” by not
filling vacancies through resigna-
tion or retirement. The office em-
ploys a staff of between 230 and
250. The prosecutor said his assis-
tant prosecutors have not had a raise
in five years, asking the board to
consider an increase for them this
year.

Under questioning from Free-
holder Angel Estrada about the need
for more UCPO staff,  Mr.
Romankow said, “I am well below
what I was two years ago…I am
down 10 people right now. And I
am interviewing [for] the detec-
tives. They’re my primary focus at
this point in time.”

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
the prosecutor saved $940,000 last
year by not filling vacancies in his
office. She said the prosecutor was
willing to fill those positions at
around a half million dollars in 2013
and 2014.

Also, a $449,200 hike is sought
by the Department of Human Ser-
vices, which, among other things,
is needed to make up for reduced
revenues coming from the state’s
Casino Revenue Fund (CRF) which
finances the county’s Paratransit
system. The Social Services budget
is up another $1.3 million.

According to the 2012 Union
County Executive Budget,
Paratransit funding had been cut
$276,000 over the previous three
years, in addition to a cut of
$300,000 in reimbursement to the
county for Medicaid paid transpor-
tation.

According to its 2011 annual re-
port, the CRF dropped from $496.6
million to $363.9 million between
Fiscal Year 2008 and Fiscal Year
2011. Eight-and-a-half percent of
the CRF goes to NJ Transit, which,
in turn, gives grants to counties
based on a set formula.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
her budget is up $379,000, most of
which, $276,000, is in the election
division. She said costs have risen
since school-board candidates were
added to the November General
Election, thus increasing printing
costs for ballots.
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Law Enforcement Takes
Part in Autism Training

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO), on Mon-
day, sponsored the first statewide Au-
tism and Law Enforcement Training
Program for police officers, criminal
justice professionals and other first re-
sponders. The all-day program attracted
300 officers from New Jersey and be-
yond. State government officials, in-
cluding as Attorney General Jeffery

Chiesa and state Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield),
both addressed the crowd.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow opened the session by cit-
ing the alarming statistic that one out of
every 49 children born in Union County
is autistic or has a condition, which is
part of the Autistic Spectrum. Mr.
Romankow said it is inevitable that the
role of law enforcement’s interaction
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