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HAPPY EASTER…The Lions Club of Westfield will present their 78th annual
Easter Egg Hunt this Saturday, March 30, at 1 p.m. sharp at Mindowaskin Park
in Westfield for children up to age 7. Families are asked to assemble in the park
by 12:45 p.m. The Easter Bunny, also known as Scott Zellner, and a young friend
are pictured at last year’s event. See story on page 7.

thority will host its first official
tour of the facilities to students in
RVSA member towns.

After a slide presentation of the
proposed public relations and edu-
cation campaign, James Meehan
emphasized the more tactile ap-
proach to better communication,
which he advocates wholeheartedly.

“There is much positive commu-
nication and education to be done
for the public. And that the best
way to do so is to have the public
see what you are doing,” Mr.
Meehan said. “We’re very excited
to have the chance to better relate to
the public.”

Mr. Meehan stated in the regular
meeting that the first tour class
would include about 30 kids from
Kenilworth and about 160 students
from Clark the week after.
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ing from the state’s Casino Revenue
Fund (CRF) which finances the
county’s Paratransit system. The So-
cial Services budget is up another $1.3
million.

According to the 2012 Union County
Executive Budget, Paratransit funding
had been cut $276,000 over the previ-
ous three years, in addition to a cut of
$300,000 in reimbursement to the
county for Medicaid paid transporta-
tion.

According to its 2011 annual report,
the CRF dropped from $496.6 million
to $363.9 million between Fiscal Year
2008 and Fiscal Year 2011. Eight-and-
a-half percent of the CRF goes to NJ
Transit, which, in turn, gives grants to
counties based on a set formula.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
her budget is up $379,000, most of
which, $276,000, is in the election di-
vision. She said costs have risen since
school-board candidates were added to
the November General Election, thus
increasing printing costs for ballots.

In addition, she said, proposed legis-
lation (S-2364/A-3553), which would
permit voters to cast ballots in person at
designated polling locations as early as
15 days prior to an election, is now on
Governor Chris Christie’s desk for con-
sideration. She said this would hike her
overtime budget. She said the clerk’s
office budget, however, is likely to pro-
duce a $2-million increase in revenue
to $8 million in total as real estate
recordings are jumping. However, she
told the freeholders that she might need
to hire a second deputy county clerk,
“if the volume (of recordings) goes up
significantly.”

While a number of department bud-
gets are projecting increases, Runnells
Specialized Hospital is showing a $4-
million drop in salaries and over
$500,000 in overtime per its $35-mil-
lion-plus budget proposal. Fringe ben-
efits also are projected to drop several
million dollars.

“When you add to the factor of $4.5
million in salaries, savings and
overtime…you are talking about over
$7 million (in budget reductions) from
2012,” Runnells Director of Finance
Michael Drummond said, noting that
Runnells has contracted out services in

three of its departments. Mr. Drummond
said Runnells’ staff has been reduced
from 540 to 408. He said the county is
owed over $1.1 million from Middlesex
County for patients served by Runnells.

A recent report commissioned by
the county has recommended the
county either lease or sell Runnells,
which has been subsidized by the county
to the tune of $17 million, a number
that is expected to grow as per-bed
Medicaid rates for Runnells’ 300-bed
long-term-care unit plummet in the
next year.

Mr. Drummond said the hospital
currently has 250 patients in long-term
care, but he hopes to increase that num-
ber to 280.

“Thirty additional patients on an
annual basis brings in about three-and-
a-half to four million dollars in rev-
enues,” Mr. Drummond said.

Runnells Administrator Joan
Wheeler said the hospital recently
signed a contract with the Summit
Medical Group for sending patients to
Runnells’ subacute unit.

One of the hospital’s initiatives is to
open some 25 beds for orthopedic re-
habilitation for younger patients, which
Ms. Wheeler said the medical group
was “very interested” in. Another 25
beds would be converted for use as a
geriatric unit.

The Department of Corrections’ over-
all budget of $42.4 million is down
$433,000, despite the fact that salaries
are up $500,000. Brian Riordan, direc-
tor of corrections, said his goal is to
reduce his overtime budget by almost
$400,000 to $5.8 million. He expects to
accomplish this by promoting seven
officers to sergeant and by hiring 20
additional correction officers. A 17-
percent reduction in prisoners has led
to a drop of $500,000 in meals and
medical costs.

He said additional revenue could be
realized through his goal of the instal-
lation of a video visitation system for
prisoners. Families would be charged a
fee for going online at their homes. Mr.
Riordan said he would like to “lever-
age” the installation costs for the moni-
tors over a number of years against the
commissions of the jail’s inmate phone
contract.
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County Budget Hearing

Photo courtesy of Gene Jannotti
WELCOME ABOARD...Steven Blaufeder is sworn in on Tuesday night by
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21Westfield) as a member of the Garwood
Borough Council as his wife, Cheryl Niedermaier, holds the Bible. Mr. Blaufeder
filled the seat vacated by the resignation of Victor DeFilippo.

the municipality at a hearing where his
boss was the developer.

At the township committee’s meet-
ing on Tuesday, Mr. McCarthy asked
anyone with any documentation that
may assist Prof. Ambrosio’s efforts
to provide them to the township
clerk’s office. Mayor Thomas
Hannen said the appointment was
made because the committee be-
lieves that “there’s something there”
that needs to be looked into by an
outside expert. Prof. Ambrosio will
be paid up to $5,000 for his work.

Rita LaBrutto, one of the resi-
dents who has voiced concerns about
the conflict of interest, said she hopes
the committee will put the Florio,
Perrucci firm “aside” until the in-
vestigation is completed. But com-
missioner Lisa Adubato called the
allegations against the law firm and
Mr. Morin “unsubstantiated” and
said she backed Prof. Ambrosio’s
appointment because of the
committee’s “obligation to be re-
sponsive to citizens.” Mr. McCarthy
cautioned that Prof. Ambrosio’s ef-
forts would not include subpoenas
or depositions.

“He’s not playing sleuth,” Mr.
McCarthy said, clarifying that the
academic would be conducting a
“review of the facts” before making
recommendations to the township
committee.

In other business, the committee
introduced the 2013 municipal bud-
get, which calls for expenditures of
$34.2 million and a 1.69 percent
increase in the municipal portion of
property taxes, or about $39 per
household. Commissioner Andis
Kalnins, the finance commissioner,
said the governing body would look
into further savings between now
and the public hearing on Tuesday,
April 23.

Appropriations this year, he said,
are 0.69 percent higher than in 2012,
the result of several one-time ex-
penditures last year that were re-
lated to Hurricane Irene in August
2011. He said most department bud-
get increases were kept to near zero
this year. The primary increases were
a 4.4-percent hike in insurance ex-
penses, a 5.7-percent hike in utility
costs and a 13-percent rise in debt
service. Mr. Kalnins said the town-
ship would look to refinancing some
of its debt in an effort to lower that
expense.

At the start of the meeting, the
committee gave final approval to an
ordinance setting out the procedures
for identifying and establishing his-
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Law Enforcement Takes
Part in Autism Training

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Union
County Prosecutor’s Office
(UCPO), on Monday, sponsored the
first statewide Autism and Law
Enforcement Training Program for
police officers, criminal justice pro-
fessionals and other first respond-
ers. The all-day program attracted
300 officers from New Jersey and
beyond. State government officials,
including as Attorney General
Jeffery Chiesa and state Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield), both addressed the
crowd.

Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow opened the
session by citing the alarming sta-
tistic that one out of every 49 chil-
dren born in Union County is autis-
tic or has a condition, which is part
of the Autistic Spectrum. Mr.
Romankow said it is inevitable that
the role of law enforcement’s inter-
action with autistic people will be
rising.

The prosecutor then introduced
Doreen Yannik, the Union County
assistant prosecutor in charge of
the Special Offender’s Unit in the
UCPO, which deals with persons
with developmental disabilities. He
said Ms. Yannik came to him urging
him to address the problem of deal-
ing with this part of the community.

Mr. Romankow then introduced
Asm. Bramnick. Mr. Brammick
praised Mr. Romankow by saying,
“Ted has a history of diverse expe-
rience. This training will broaden
the approach of law enforcement in
our community.” He also said, “My
hat’s off to Doreen Yannik. Today,
we’re going to learn about the work
you’ve done.”

Mr. Romankow also introduced
Janet Parmelee, superintendent of
schools for the Morris-Union Join-
ture Commission, which educates
students with Autism Spectrum Dis-
order at two schools, one in Warren
and the other in Berkeley Heights.
Ms. Parmelee addressed the group
and said, “Thank you for learning
about our kids. Our parents now
carry cards to identify their child as
being autistic.” She also said the
parents’ most significant worry is
“after the school years and the be-
havioral follow-up.”

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich addressed the crowd and
said, “From our side, the cop’s side,
how do you do the right thing?”
“Many of these kids can’t commu-
nicate,” he added. He then showed
the group what looked like a plastic
wristwatch or bracelet, which is a
tracking device used to locate a
person with autism who has wan-
dered away from home. The brace-
let is called Project Lifesaver and
the person wearing is registered with
the county. Project Life Saver can
also be used by someone with
Alzheimer’s disease, Downs Syn-
drome, or dementia. For more in-
formation call: (908) 273-1608.

Mr. Chiesa also addressed the
crowd and acknowledged the need
for the training in light of the recent
findings of the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) on the rise in autis-
tic births in New Jersey in recent
years.

The instructor for Autism and
Law Enforcement, David Debbaudt,
of Florida, a former police officer,
author and lecturer and father of an
autistic son, has taught this pro-

gram to the New York City Police
Department and many other police
departments across the United
States. Almost everyone in the
crowd acknowledged knowing
someone with autism.

Mr. Debbaudt’s program’s focus
is about Autism recognition and
law enforcement’s response to it.
The training is designed to give
practical approaches and under-
standing when interacting with per-
sons with Autism Spectrum Disor-
der (ASD.) The object is to teach
the participants how to manage
communication with a person, who
may be non-verbal, and to avoid
confusion.

Mr. Debbaudt identified some of
the behaviors associated with au-
tism, which would help an officer
responding in the field better ap-
praise the individual when their be-
havior appears inappropriate to the
situation at hand. He alerted the
participants that some of that be-
havior would challenge their train-
ing and instincts. He emphasized
the need to be calm, talk softly and
to keep directives to the individual
simple.

Mr. Debbauldt outlined a wide
arrange of behavior practiced by
people with ASD and suggested tac-
tics to de-escalate dangerous or im-
pulsive actions. The most impor-
tant advice the instructor gave to
the participants is to be patient,
which may be difficult when re-
sponding to a field situation where
time is of the essence and public
safety is at risk.

Videos were used to illustrate pos-
sible scenarios of a police officer
interacting with an autistic person
who may be a victim, a witness or
just a lost individual. A video, which
was shown, involved a prosecutor
interviewing a victim of sexual
abuse. The details of the crime were
brought out on the tape by a deft
handling of the autistic victim by
the patient interviewer. Mr.
Debbaudt told the participants that
autistic persons rarely lie.

He concluded by urging every-
one present to get to know families
with autistic children and to visit
schools and organizations support-
ing those with ASD to gain an even
better understanding of that com-
munity.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
VOLUNTEER OF THE
YEAR…Mady Cannone receives the
Volunteer of the Year award from
Frank Caregher at the Arc of Union
County’s Annual Candlelight Ball at
L’Affaire in Mountainside on Satur-
day night.

toric districts and encouraging the
preservation of landmarks within
Cranford. Calling the ordinance
“long in the making,” Deputy Mayor
Edward O’Malley said recognizing
Cranford’s historic assets was “es-
sential” to the town’s character and
identity. He said the designation of a
historic district can boost property
values by as much as 3 percent and
would also enable owners of historic
homes to become eligible for grants.
Mr. O’Malley emphasized that the
ordinance would not “abridge any
personal property rights.”

During the public hearing,
Maureen Strazdon of the Cranford
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board said the group “strongly sup-
ports” the ordinance. Several other
members also spoke in support and
when the committee completed its
5-to-0 vote to enact the ordinance,
applause broke out in the audience.

The committee also gave final ap-
proval to a $69,000 bond ordinance
to acquire new computers for the
municipal administrative offices in
an effort to provide better customer
service to residents.

Joseph Hartnett, who has been
serving as interim township admin-
istrator for the past several months,
was named to the post permanently
on Tuesday. James Wozniak was pro-
moted to the rank of captain in the
police department.

Johnson High School in Clark and
special-education students sent out-
side of the district ($91,000) and
employee benefits ($55,000).

One out-of-district special-educa-
tion student can cost more than
$100,000 in tuition, Ms. Quigley said.

The board estimates an increase in
enrollment of one student at the grade-
school level to 390, which includes
318 regular and 72 special-education
students.

The cost per pupil remained rela-
tively the same at $11,125, which
includes instruction, salary and ben-
efits and supplies. Garwood pays
Clark a yearly fee of $2,080,000.

The Garwood Board of Education
budget includes a $510,000 repay-
ment of debt – $20,000 less than last
year. The savings comes after the
bonds were refinanced.

In her presentation, School Busi-
ness Administrator Janine Murray
emphasized that the board wants to
maintain optimal class size – an aver-
age of 20 to 22 students – and update
the curriculum while keeping activi-
ties such as art, music, field trips,
middle-school athletics and the
eighth-grade play.

She noted that there were several
budget efficiencies: creating pro-
grams to keep special-education stu-
dents in district, sharing services with
the borough and increasing premi-
ums for health care.

Ms. Quigley said she is looking
into additional sources of revenue,
such as advertising on the school bus.
She said she would love to buy all of
the middle-school students Google
Chrome tablets.

“Your textbooks can go on the tab-
lets, your writing, everything,” she
said. “In two years, all of our state
tests will be on the computer, and
that’s a different skill – reading a
booklet and answering questions is a
different skill than sitting at a com-
puter and dragging a ruler to measure
something.”

School board members Christine
Guerriero and Aaron Watkins were
absent from the meeting.
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IRISH FOR THE DAY…A festive hat
completed the outfit of a gentleman
attending a fundraiser for youth sports
hosted by Oh’Brian’s Pourhouse in
Fanwood on Saturday.

Blaufeder Joins GW Council;
Nonconformity App. Fee Cut

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Former Borough
Council candidate Steve Blaufeder, a
small business owner, took his seat
on the dais for the first time Tuesday
night, joining Jim Mathieu as a sec-
ond Republican on the six-member
panel.

State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) issued the oath of
office.

“I was always good at being a bridge
between people who argue,” Mr.
Blaufeder said. “Maybe I can be
someone who helps get people to-
gether.”

Mr. Blaufeder was appointed by
the council at its March 12 meeting to
fill the seat left vacant by Victor
DeFilippo. He was one of three nomi-
nees submitted by the Garwood Re-
publican Committee.

Mr. DeFilippo resigned last month
citing a vague reference to his job.
His term was set to expire December
31.

Mr. Blaufeder said he was inspired
to run for the council in 2011 due to
“lifestyle changes”; he purchased a
home in the borough with his wife
and he saw tax issues become “criti-
cal,” sparking them to become active.

During his campaign, he said the
issues that clearly were paramount
among residents were taxes and bulk
garbage pickup.

“This opportunity came up and I
was thrilled that the council put their
support in me,” he said.

Mr. Blaufeder, owner of TT Cycles,
a motorcycle import/export business
in Berkeley Heights, has lived in
Garwood for almost 12 years; his
wife is a lifelong resident. He said
“more than likely” he would try to
leverage his incumbency into a full
term.

Despite being a self-described con-
servative, he praised Council Presi-
dent and Finance Committee Chair-
woman Sara Todisco, a Democrat,
for paring the budget to minimize tax
increases.

“Does it have a ways to go? As a
conservative I would say ‘of course,’”
Mr. Blaufeder said. “But you have to
be realistic. You can’t be looking to
give no increases. It costs money to
run the town. I’m all for spending
money on the infrastructure of the
town, but tightening the belt when it
comes to anything else.”

In other business, Mr. Mathieu,
citing The Westfield Leader, raised
the point that property taxes in
Westfield are increasing $90 per
$100,000 of assessed property value
compared to Garwood’s $95. He
noted that the median household in-
come in Westfield is $127,000 com-
pared to Garwood’s $75,000.

“There’s a lot of things I want to
beat Westfield in,” he said. “I do not

want to beat them in tax increase.”
He suggested the Finance Com-

mittee make budget cuts and talk to
other municipalities about what they
are doing to keep their taxes low.

Ms. Todisco responded that it takes
$18,768 in the borough tax levy to
increase municipal taxes $10 while
in Westfield it takes an extra $256,000.

Council members voted to reduce
the application fee for a certificate of
nonconformity from $400 to $200.

The council also abolished the rec-
reation committee over the objection
of Mr. Mathieu. The Democratic
majority approved a resolution to
amend the by-laws to eliminate the
panel based on Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi’s suggestion that it du-
plicated the work of the independent
recreation commission and was su-
perfluous.

Mr. Mathieu accused the council
of failing to abide by the by-laws by
not insisting on a full recreation com-
mittee, and then again for eliminat-
ing it without due process. He and
Mr. Blaufeder were the only no votes
in a 4-2 decision.

Ms. Todisco announced the next
meeting of the council on Tuesday,
April 9 would include a public hear-
ing on the municipal budget.

The council approved an increase
in the rate charged to industrial prop-
erty owners for sewerage, a cost set
by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority. The increase to $2,781 per
million gallons passed by a 4-1 vote
with Mr. Blaufeder abstaining and
Mr. Mathieu saying his no vote was a
protest to the council for not investi-
gating means to lower the cost.
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