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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SLEIGHT OF HAND…Magician Ryan Scott, right, performs illusions at The
Arc of Union County’s Annual Candlelight Ball held at L’Affaire in Mountainside
on Saturday night.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BACK IN TIME…Liberty Hall Museum’s elegant Downton Abbey-themed
brunch, “Dames, Dainties and Doilies,” is a hit for fans of the TV series who are
led by guide Katherine Commarato, right. The March 16 event saw these
enthusiastic Downton Abbey fans attired in Edwardian-era clothes as well as
“fascinators” as they pose in front of Lucy Kean’s carriage after the brunch. The
group of 40 guests was broken into four smaller groups for the tour of the Kean
home for the “Ring for Service: The Role of Servants in a Country House”
presentation.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SALUTE TO SECRET SERVICE…The Cranford Public Library is featuring an
exhibit this month entitled “United States Secret Service: Sons of Cranford.”
Sponsored by the Cranford Historical Society, it includes photographs, docu-
ments and memorabilia about six Secret Service agents from Cranford. Pictured
viewing the exhibit last Wednesday, from left to right, are: Cranford Police Chief
Eric Mason; Jim Mottola, Special Agent in Charge, Newark Field Office, United
States Secret Service; Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and Tho-
mas Sloan, one of the agents highlighted in the exhibit.

GW BOE OKs $8.5-Mil.
Budget, $7.1-Mil. Tax Levy

Keystone Agrees to Mediation
To Settle RVSA Suit

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — In the latest meeting
conducted last week by the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA),
RVSA’s counsel announced that
Keyspan Corporation had agreed to
participate in mediations, which are to
be held on May 14 and June 4, to settle
litigation concerning construction of
RVSA’s cogeneration facility.

RVSA’s lead litigation counsel, Brian
Hak of Weiner Lesniak, said, “On the
cogeneration litigation...CAT/Foley
had made a claim for $4 million on the
basis that, that was the money they
incurred to do the repair work back in
2007 when the engines exploded (on
the cogeneration facility).”

However, “The arbitrators just ren-
dered the award the other day, denying
that claim, in favor of the Authority
(RVSA) and PS&S (RVSA’s lead fea-
sibility engineer),” Mr. Hak said.

The genesis for the cogeneration fa-
cility started in the early 2000s. It was
from the beginning to become the cor-
nerstone of “methane burning” cogen-
eration plants, affording the member
cities in volume waste processing and
power output efficiencies. However,
due to unforeseen issues, the subse-
quent explosions of the engines caused
the massive halt on the costly project –
tail spinning quickly into a legal en-
tanglement.

On November 23, 2011 Caterpillar,
Inc. & Foley Power Systems (CAT/
Foley) filed a cross claim against the
RVSA and PS&S, in which they al-
leged, “The explosions that occurred in
2007 was due to the design of the
(cogeneration) facility, rather than the
defects from the engines.”

“On our arbitration, we’re set to go to

mediation in mid May and early June.
I’m happy to report that one of the
significant parties we sued (Keyspan)
has agreed to participate in the media-
tion,” Mr. Hak said.

As for the NJDEP (New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection)
versus Occidental case, during a closed
session the RVSA commissioners dis-
cussed the latest out-of-court settle-
ment proposal given by the NJDEP.
Recently, the NJDEP approached all
third-party defendants, including
RVSA, with efforts to settle. RVSA had
until March 23 to take action on the
latest settlement proposal.

Also, during the regular meeting,
outgoing former RVSA chairman,
Stephen Eisenberg of Springfield, was
sent off with congratulatory notes from
the other member commissioners. He
had served with the RVSA from De-
cember 2010 to February 2013, in vari-
ous positions, including the finance,
legal and sludge management commit-
tees.

“I want to thank (RVSA Chairman
Rene Dierkes) for inviting me…to re-
ceive this certificate,” Mr. Eisenberg
said. “Recently at a public meeting, the
mayor of Springfield (David Amlen)
said that I was ineffective on behalf of
my community, but I hope this is not
the general perception on the commis-
sioners and staff of (RVSA), who knows
something about the operations” and
about his contributions.

“Being a commissioner had been an
extraordinary opportunity; I stand (even
in retirement) ready for any assistance
(if ever needed),” Mr. Eisenberg said.

And in a continued effort by the
RVSA to boost continued positive pub-
lic relations communication, the Au-
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By MEGAN K. SCOTT
 Specially written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough school
board members unanimously adopted
a tentative $8.5-million budget on
Thursday, which will translate into a
$95.33 school-tax hike per home as-
sessed at $100,000. That’s about the
same jump as the proposed munici-
pal budget.

The $7.1-million tax levy is
$192,000 more than last year’s re-
vised $6.9 million, representing a
2.78-percent increase. While the hike
exceeds the 2-percent cap allowed by
state law, it falls under the maximum
when special-education instruction
and health benefits for school em-

ployees are exempted – enabling it to
be passed without requiring voter
approval.

“We have this budget every year,
and every year it goes up by 2 percent
because it’s allowed to by the State of
New Jersey,” Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said. “And then every year
your taxes go up a little, because your
school went up 2 percent and your
town government went up 2 percent,
and that’s what goes up in your taxes.”

Some of the biggest increases in
expenditures are special education –
about $61,000, undistributed expen-
ditures-instruction, which includes
about 100 students going to Arthur L.

Jail Director, Prosecutor
Seek Budget Hikes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders’ Fiscal
Affairs Committee began deliberations
last Thursday with department heads
per a proposed budget of around $500
million, with $321 million to be raised
in taxes.

As the board looks for ways to chop
a $19-million tax hike this year, board
members heard proposed increases of
$480,329 for the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO), a total of
$454,000 of which would be used to
fill seven vacant senior officer posi-
tions that were not filled in 2012.

County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
said his office has tried to operate with
fewer employees “over the course of
many years,” saying his office has saved
“a considerable amount of money” by
not filling vacancies through resigna-
tion or retirement. The office employs

a staff of between 230 and 250. The
prosecutor said his assistant prosecu-
tors have not had a raise in five years,
asking the board to consider an in-
crease for them this year.

Under questioning from Freeholder
Angel Estrada about the need for more
UCPO staff, Mr. Romankow said, “I
am well below what I was two years
ago…I am down 10 people right now.
And I am interviewing [for] the detec-
tives. They’re my primary focus at this
point in time.”

Finance Director Bibi Taylor said
the prosecutor saved $940,000 last year
by not filling vacancies in his office.
She said the prosecutor was willing to
fill those positions at around a half
million dollars in 2013 and 2014.

Also, a $449,200 hike is sought by
the Department of Human Services,
which, among other things, is needed
to make up for reduced revenues com-
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WF BOE Redistricting Plan
Opposed By Harding Parents

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A group of Harding
Street residents have objected to a re-
districting option by the Westfield Board
of Education (BOE), which has been
given to seven out of 27 families of
Washington Elementary School stu-
dents whose children would be going
to two different middle schools. The
seven families were given the option
for siblings to stay together in either
Roosevelt or Edison Intermediate
Schools.

Lori Fineberg and Diana
Dobosiewicz, both of Harding Street,
and Ginger Clarke-Walden, of Coolidge
Street, said they also wanted the option
of choosing which intermediate school

their children would attend, and that
they felt discriminated against.

“You’re tearing this neighborhood
apart,” Ms. Fineberg said.

Ms. Dobosiewicz, the most vocif-
erous of the group, said, “I want to
decide to which school my child will
go; the decision is mine. I am the
taxpayer, not my child, not you. Why
did you allow seven families to make
that decision?” she asked.

Board President Rich Mattessich
said, “A population study one year
ago recommended the current fourth-
grade class go to Roosevelt [Interme-
diate School]. Now the current fifth-
grade class will go to Edison [Inter-
mediate School] or Roosevelt.”

“I feel it was all done secretly,” Ms.

Dobosiewicz said. “Twenty families
are being discriminated against.”

Ms. Clark-Walden said, “These
families are my best friends. It’s not
about the school; it’s about fairness,
to change the plan at the 11th hour. I
don’t get a choice because I have a
small family? It’s not good to be
small in Westfield, I guess,” she said.
“You have a policy, a five-year plan.
It should all be fair.”

Board member Lucy Biegler, a
member of the BOE’s long-range
planning committee, said, “We looked
at every number at Roosevelt. I
thought, if you have two children
going to two separate middle schools,
I think that’s hard.”

Mr. Mattessich responded, “For the
people who are impacted, again, this
was not a decision we made lightly.
I’m telling you it was a tough thing to
do. A few things have happened in
the past five years. We know. We have
the data. We have three board mem-
bers in the Washington district.”

Board member Ann Cary said, “We
are trying to respond to what people
are asking us to do.”

Ms. Feinberg asked, “Is this (the
plan) even open for reconsideration?”

Ginny Leiz, also a member of the
long-range planning committee, re-
sponded, “If the board wants the com-
mittee to look at it, we can.”

“Please do not split the kids. Is it a
social reason? I want an answer. Are
you going to think long and hard?”
Ms. Feinberg asked.

Ms. Biegler said, “You really don’t
care about the other families, do you?”

Mr. Mattessich said, “We took the
request, we’ll consider it.”

Following the meeting, Ms. Leiz
said, “No board wants to redistrict
children. This was the only viable
plan to ease the overcrowding at
Roosevelt. The plan ends with the
2013-2014 school year.”

The next regular meeting of the
board of education will be Tuesday,
April 9, at 7:30 p.m., at the BOE’s
administration building at 302 Elm
Street.

Photo courtesy of Derek J. Garrett
SEA OF RUNNERS...Area runners hit the streets on Saturday during the annual 5K Race and fundraiser to benefit St.
Bartholomew’s Academy in Scotch Plains.
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Ethics Expert to Probe Alleged
Conflict of Interest in Cranford

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee on Tuesday ap-
pointed an expert in legal ethics to look
into whether there are any conflicts of
interest in having the former township
attorney and his law firm represent the
township in two significant housing
development matters while the firm’s
ties to the developers are being ques-
tioned.

Professor Michael Ambrosio, who
teaches legal ethics at Seton Hall Uni-
versity School of Law and was de-
scribed by Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy as a “premier ethics expert,”
will examine whether the Florio,
Perrucci law firm and one of its attor-
neys, former township attorney Phil

Morin, had a conflict of interest in
representing Cranford in builders’ rem-
edy litigation and site plan hearings for
the housing developments at 555 South
Avenue and on Birchwood Avenue.

Both developments have been, and
continue to be, the source of local
controversy. Several residents, backed
by a group they formed called Con-

cerned Citizens of Cranford, have
claimed that Michael Perrucci, the law
firm’s managing partner, is also a prin-
cipal with Woodmont Properties, a cli-
ent of the firm and the developer of the
555 South Avenue site. The group of
residents is claiming that Mr. Morin, as
township attorney last year, represented


