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getinshapeforwomen.com Career and Franchise Opportunities Available

Before

After

*Sign up by 3/31/13 - 1 Week Left!

CALL TO FIND OUT MORE!
The Corner Village 
At Warren 
9 Mount Bethel Road 
Warren, NJ 07924
(908) 834-8240

327 South Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090
Across fromTrain Station
Free Parking in Back!
(908) 228-2084

Erin Lane, Client
Age 35, Office Manager

Lost 22 lbs and 12% body fat
1 9 1 6

1607 Shackamaxon Drive ◆ Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 ◆ 908.233.1300 ◆ Shackamaxoncc.com

Make

At any moment, a great moment.®

Sunday, March 31, 2013
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Featuring:

Fresh Squeezed Juices

Freshly Baked Muffins, Croissants, Rolls and Pastries

Farm Fresh Eggs & French Toast Station

Smoked Fish Station

Charcuterie Table

Shackamaxon Salad Station

Carving Station Including:
Smoked Virginia Ham, Rosemary Roasted Leg of Lamb

& Oven Roasted Turkey Breast

The Shackamaxon Chocolate Fountain
and Dessert Display

Adults $42
Children 4 - 12 $20

Children 3 & under are Free

Reservations Required
Please Contact Amanda Maloney
amaloney@shackamaxoncc.com

(908) 233.1300, ext. 1203

All prices subject to a 20% staffing charge and NJ State Tax.

A Memorable Experience.
Easter Brunch

Fun For
The Kids
Visit with theEaster Bunny

Easter Egg Hunt
and More!

A portion of the
day's proceeds
will be donated to
the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Music
Boosters

Bat Boy: The Musical Rocks the
House at Westfield High School

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School’s Theatre Department, under
the direction of Daniel Devlin, never
produces ordinary theatre. Bat Boy:
The Musical, written by Keythe Farley
and Brian Flemming, with songs by
Laurence O’Keefe, isn’t an ordinary
musical; in the hands of a master
drama director, superior musical di-
rector, award-winning choreographer
and a stage full of talented teens, it is
extraordinary.

Mr. Devlin, in his “Director’s
Notes” in the playbill, defends his
selection of the non-traditional musi-
cal, “It’s a satire wrapped in a pop/

rock score…[that’s] an insight into
our way of seeing the world around
us, the predetermined opinions we
have of others, of politics, religion,
education, race, sexual identity….”
He explains that he wanted to “en-
gage the students, excite them and
challenge them” as actors and vocal-
ists. Audience members became sup-
porters of Mr. Devlin’s philosophy
after seeing the memorable produc-
tion this past weekend.

Bat Boy: The Musical is a campy,
comic horror show with serious un-
dertones that asks the audience to
look at the irony of how the world
treats people who are different from
them.

The curtain parts to an outrageously
inventive set of a multi-leveled cave
interior (designed by Roy Chambers).
Dripping water and sinister music
provide a spooky tone as teenagers
who are spelunking can only creep
along, illuminated by their miners’
lights. They discover a monster, which
they refer to as Bat Boy (Matt Lynn).
Frightened when being cornered, the
monster boy bites one of them, Ruthie
(Allie Hecht), who is hospitalized.
The teens have Sheriff Reynolds
(Frazer Weist) cart the Bat Boy off to
be euthanized by Dr. Thomas Parker
(Geoffrey Ko), the local veterinarian.

Right from the opening number,
“Hold Me Bat Boy,” spectacular
voices of soloists and ensemble sig-
nal to the audience that the teens are
up to the challenge of bringing these
characters to life. Frazier is a standout
in the role of the sheriff in the ironic
song, “Christian Charity,” where vari-
ous views emerge as to what to do
with this “thing” that seems to be part
bat and part boy.

When Dr. Parker’s wife Meredith
(Izzy Smelkinson) takes pity on the
Bat Boy, whom she names Edgar, he
goes from being a caged pet in their
home to an educated individual with
a British accent, no less.

The townspeople are not happy
about the fact that the “thing” hasn’t
been killed and, in the town council
meeting, they voice concerns. They
want their spunky Mayor Maggie
(Nicole Zimmerman) of the coal min-
ing town of Hope Falls, West Virginia
to wrestle with the problem of the
“monster.” It’s solved by the play’s

end, but not conventionally.
Matt Lynn is marvelous in the title

role. His portrayal of the creature
bridges the animalistic and human
nature of the being. This senior soars
to new heights with incredible vocal
gymnastics that are second only to the
physical ones that have him hanging
upside down and cavorting on all fours
like a bat. Matt lets the audience have
fun with his character’s struggle in
learning English and in walking up-
right. And when he sings poignantly,
“People say cruel things about me—
why can’t I make this world my
home?” heartstrings are tugged. When
he implores, “Let me walk among
you,” it brings a lump to the throat
especially with the line, “You hate
me but you don’t know me.” Pathos is
expressed by the lyrics and Matt’s
heartfelt vocal and dramatic delivery.

Outstanding also is Izzy
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Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman
GOSPEL INSPIRED...With outstretched arms, evangelist Reverend Billy Hightower, played by Taylor Jackson, tries to
“heal” Bat Boy (Matt Lynn) in Westfield High School’s recent production Bat Boy: The Musical directed by Daniel Devlin,
musically directed by John Brzozowski and choreographed by Samantha Hahn.

Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman
UNLIKELY DUO...In the Westfield High School Theatre Department’s smash
hit, Bat Boy: The Musical presented last weekend, Shelley Parker (Michaela
Tropeano) comforts Bat Boy (Matt Lynn), reminding him that he has a soul.
Shelley comes to love the person she earlier called a “freak” and “ugly boy.” Photo courtesy of Charlie Bowman

SETTING THE SCENE...Westfield High School’s auditorium lobby was clev-
erly transformed for the production of Bat Boy: The Musical presented last
weekend. The set design team was led by the talented Asher Horowitz.


