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Blue Devil Boys Made Strides
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

At some point this year, some sports
writer in north/central Jersey is going
to make an enemy. It won’t be inten-
tional. And it won’t cause any reper-
cussions. Payback is out of the ques-
tion. But the first time a writer calls
Elizabeth Cusick “Liz” will most likely
also be the last.

“Ever since I was a little kid, I never
liked nicknames,” Cusick said a couple
weeks ago. “I just thought all the ones
for my name didn’t suit me (i.e., Liz,
Lizzy, Beth, Betty among others) and
I like Elizabeth. It’s my grandma’s
name, so I kept with it. It’s a pet peeve
of mine when people try to give me
nicknames.”

And so now you know how our first
meeting via e-mails went. “Hey Liz”
… “It’s Elizabeth.”

In a couple of weeks, the fourth and
final chapter of the Elizabeth Cusick-
Courtney Weisse saga will begin. The
two come into their senior years well
within range of the school’s all-time
leading girls lacrosse scorer, Morgan
Lang (’02), who later starred at the
College of William and Mary. Lang is
still the career leader in goals (191),
assists (81) and points (272), but
Cusick (186, 234) and Weisse (79,
232) aren’t far behind.

In fact, Cusick’s 80 goals in 2011
are a one-season record, and Weisse
has the top three one-season assist
totals, with last year’s 29 being the
record. The only records Lang, Cusick
and/or Weisse don’t hold are the single-
game marks for goals – Cusick and
Liz McCarthy with eight – and assists

– McCarthy and Ally Rose with six.
The Blue Devils are coming off a

disappointing 5-13 season, but in ad-
dition to their dynamic duo, they’ve
got lots of firepower with seniors
Mariah Baker and Betsy Crossland,
juniors Alex Kardius, Anna Tanji and
Mary Randazzo, and sophomores Sam
Paoletti and Jen Frega. Sophomore
Mallory Weisse is back in goal.

A year ago the team lost its first four
games by a total of nine goals. Another
two-point loss and two overtime set-
backs and things didn’t turn out well
for a team that had been 14-6 the year
before.

New coach Sam Warner doesn’t
have to tweak things too much to
have her team playing late in the sea-
son. She will be the third varsity coach
in four years, which generally isn’t a
good way to keep things consistent.

As often is the case, Cusick got
involved in lacrosse because of her
dad. George Cusick was a college
lacrosse player at Bucknell. He got
his daughter involved in lacrosse
when she was in middle school.

“I’ve actually played tennis longer,
but I never enjoyed it as much as
lacrosse,” said Cusick, who teamed
with Julia Criscuolo to win the past
two first doubles championships at
the Union County tournament. “I
never really enjoyed the individual
aspect of tennis, which is why I got
into doubles in high school. But la-
crosse . . . I always loved being sur-
rounded by a team, and being with
people who could push me to become
a better player.

“My dad started a competitive la-
crosse program within the town that
provided a much more challenging
environment for the more serious
players. That was kind of the begin-
ning of the great feeder program we
now have in Westfield. Each year we
have more and more talented players
who have the potential to go on to
play in college.”

Cusick also plays for Metro La-
crosse, in Suffern, N.Y., with whom
she travels to lacrosse hotbeds like
Maryland and Long Island for expo-
sure.

The entire Cusick family is athleti-
cally-oriented, including her mom
Susan, a former volleyball star at Kent
Place, and her older brother Tyler, a
track standout at WHS and now a
junior at Harvard.

“Both my parents are still active,

which definitely adds to the athletic
mentality in my family,” she said. “I
think my dad may still be in better
shape than me!”

Cusick narrowed her college choices
down to Duke, Princeton, Penn and
Stanford, before choosing to head west
to Stanford. (Weisse will be attending
Dartmouth.)

“I really loved the campus and the
coaching staff, so I chose Stanford,”
she said. “And I couldn’t be happier
with my decision.”

For now, though, there’s this mis-
sion of getting WHS girls lacrosse on
the state-wide “map.” In the first six
Union County Tournament finals,
they’ve never won it all. In the state
tournament, they’ve never won more
than one match in any year they’ve
qualified.

The 2013 lacrosse season opens on
April 2 against Morris Knolls at Kehler
Stadium. There are 15 regular-season
games, plus the county and state tour-
naments, wrapping up in late May.
Hopefully, very late May.

“We are young, but have some very
strong players,” Cusick said. “The team
has a lot of promise. I hope we can go
far this year and maybe capture some
first-time titles.”

DEN TRIVIA QUESTION
Only four of WHS’s 12 state cham-

pion wrestlers were undefeated. Rich
Gottlick was 27-0 and Chris Campbell
26-0 in 1973, and Kurt Stiefken had a
24-0-1 record in 1972. Who was the
fourth unbeaten? Answer at bottom of
column.

THIS AND THAT
Congratulations to wrestlers Colin

Barber and Brian Bulger. The seniors
both reached Saturday’s quarterfinals
of the state championships, with Bar-
ber finishing seventh.

Junior Caroline Baldwin captured
the 100 and 200 backstroke titles at the
YMCA state championships recently,
clocking a 54.99 in the shorter event.
She won the 2-back in 1:59.90. Class-
mate Sarah Cronin nailed a 2:06.82 in
the 200-individual medley, faster than
her WHS school record 2:08.21.
Cronin later won the 200-freestyle in
1:51.86, more than a half-second faster
than the WHS record held by Alexi
Kuska.

Stephen Husch clocked a career-
best 1:57.96 in the 200 IM, finally
breaking the two-minute barrier. The
sophomore’s time would be fifth on
the WHS Top 15 List. Matt Daniel
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By Any Name, Cusick
Is Leaving Her Mark

clocked 52.69, .01 better than his high-
school best.

Caught the basketball teams in ac-
tion during the state tournament at
North Hunterdon and was impressed
by seniors Scott Toresco and Keegan
Hess, though neither had their best
game. The girls played in the opener
and they, too, had their moments in
defeat. Lily Scott and Jackie Knapp, a
pair of sophomores, finished two of
the best seasons in school history, Scott
with 382 points (No. 5 all-time single
season) and Knapp with 366 (No. 7).
Knapp also tied Amanda Markowski’s
single-season steal record with 94.

HALL OF FAME UPDATE
There will be a new look for the

Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame when
next it meets. The recent death of
president Lee Hale and the retire-
ment of Bill Monninger means two of
the longtime members of the com-
mittee are gone. Hale was involved
with the Hall from its earliest days,
and Monninger came aboard in the
mid-1990s.

Glen Kehler has been named the
new president, with Sandy Mamary
joining Roger Love as the vice presi-
dents. Bill Jordan remains as secretary
and Bill Taylor is the new treasurer.

The committee – yours truly, Bruce
Moran, Kathy Luckey, Owen Brand,
Steve Merrill, Bob Brewster Jr., Kim
Selert and Peter Renwick – is cur-
rently in the voting process for the
11th class, which will be inducted on
November 24, 2014.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
Dennis Powers finished 18-0 in 1960

as the 130-pound state champion. And
the senior didn’t have an easy time of
it, either, before becoming WHS’s first
winner.

After “romping” in his first two
matches by scores of 3-0 and 5-2, he
was a narrow 2-1 winner in the District
5 final. Regional tournaments did not
begin until the next year, so the district
champs went straight to states in a
win-or-go-home atmosphere.

Powers earned a referee’s overtime
decision over Paulsboro’s Bob
Samuels, edged North Hunterdon’s
Marty McCormack 1-0 in overtime,
and then was a narrow 3-2 winner of
Newton’s Rich Wilson in the champi-
onship match.

OOPS
Recently we did a list of WHS gradu-

ates who were still competing in col-
lege sports and, as usual, somebody
was overlooked.

Brendan Dugan, a freshman at
Rowan University, is on the track team
and was recently named NJAC rookie
of the week.

Scott Bernstein (’10) is a junior
tennis player and two-year letterman
at Bucknell University.

A.J. Murray is playing first base,
not catcher, this season for the Geor-
gia Tech baseball team.

free throws) and added 29 rebounds,
eight steals and six assists.

Kane, a junior, made his presence
under the board known and grabbed
78 rebounds, while scoring 111
points, including seven 3-pointers and
hitting 26-for-33 (79 percent) from
the line. He also had 20 assists and 20
steals. Mele, a freshman, demon-
strated his quickness to score 86
points, including 10 3-pointers, while
hitting 16-for-29 (55 percent) from
the line. Junior Chris Sweeney
muscled his way under the board to
grab 31 rebounds, while adding 43
points with 15 of 19 (79 percent)
from the line, five steals and an assist.

“The most telling sign to me as to
where our program is right now was
the reaction from the returning play-
ers for next year. The next day after
we lost in the state tournament, I had
guys coming to me asking when
weight training starts, when the spring
league begins and where we are play-

ing this summer. That tells me a lot. It
tells me that our kids are not satisfied
just getting to the state tournament.
We want to be better than that and we
understand how hard we have to work
to get to where we want to be,” Coach
Palmieri said.

The Blue Devils finished 10-4 in
league play, but their season ended
with a 60-43 loss to North Hunterdon
in the first round of the sectional
tournament.

“The goal this off-season is to cre-
ate a very competitive atmosphere
where everyone is pushing each other
to be better and work hard and earn
playing time. We had strong years on
both the JV and freshman levels, so I
believe that also shows how we are
getting better as a program. Our tal-
ent base on each level is improving. I
am very excited for who we have
coming back and who we have mov-
ing up the ranks in the program,”
Coach Palmieri said.

SP Police to Sponsor
Comedy Fundraiser
Mike Marino, New Jersey’s Bad

Boy of Comedy, who grew up in
Scotch Plains, will be the star of the
Scotch Plains Police Foundation’s
Comedy Night Fundraiser on Fri-
day, April 5, at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

The show will benefit the Scotch
Plains Police Foundation. Tickets
are $70 a person, which includes
the show, Hors d’oeuvres and an
open bar. The cocktail hour will
begin at 7 p.m. and the show will
start at 8 p.m. For tickets or more
information, call Jessie at (908)
490-0808 or e-mail
jsapienza@k9resorts.com or go the
ScotchPlainsPoliceFoundation.org

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

Team
Villane

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. First of three - New Construction homes 4 bedroom 4.5
bath Custom Colonial. Gracious floor plan featuring formal living room,
formal dining room, eat-in kitchen with Brookhaven cabinets by Wood-
Mode opens to family room with gas fireplace and custom built-ins.
Master bedroom with sitting area and spa like bathroom, three additional
spacious bedrooms & second floor laundry. Full-size finished basement
with large windows offer rich sunlight. 150 ft deep lot. $1,275,000.

Thomas
Quinn

EXPANDED RANCH

CRANFORD. 4 BR, 3.5 BA home situated on ½ acre in prime Cranford
location. Main living area & halls w/cherry h/w flrs. Kit w/antique white
cabinets, granite cntrtop & deep dble sink w/porcelain bcksplash surround.
Hightop light provides for great wrk space.DR w/dental mldgs,cherry
flrs&french doors lead to Flrda rm. Foyer leads to library & LR w/ glass
block wall, wbF/P &  built in cabinets. 1st flr includes MBR w/
MBA+2BRs& FmRm,2nd Flr has Office/BR, bth. 2 car gar. $685,000.

Donna L.
Fabrizio

WESTFIELD. 3 BR,1.5 BA Col in great location. Beautiful new
Kitchen,s/s appls,newly updtd 1st flr Powder Rm & Main Bath,all done
in soothing neutral colors. Living Room w/built-in bookcases surrounding
wood-burning fireplace; light-filled Formal Dining Room w/French thermal
doors to newly renovated sunroom & 2nd set of French doors leading to
yard. Generous sized Bedrms. New CAC, refinished wood floors, full
bsmnt & 1-car att garage. Make this great home yours! $625,000.

Associate of the Month

Team
Villane

TOWNHOUSES

WESTFIELD. Elm Villas - 2 New Construction Townhouse End Units
with 3 bedrooms, 4.5 bath each. Steps from downtown. Large open floor
plan with abundant closet and storage space. Large rear yard 114 ft deep.
Gourmet kitchen w/granite, center island and SS appliances. Master
bedroom includes two WIC & relaxing bath. Generous sized bedrooms,
2nd floor laundry; 3rd floor featuring bedroom/loft area and full bath.
Front porch and private back patio. Split two-zone HVAC. $850,000.

COLONIAL

Randi
Edelman

TOWNHOUSE

GARWOOD. Luxury living at The Pointe in Garwood, a 55 & up
townhouse w/private elevator. This spacious end-unit features extra
windows giving abundant light. There are 2 BR, 2 BA & 2 powder rooms
as well as an office on the ground floor. The kitchen & dining room are
together in a large open space w/tile backsplash, granite counters and
breakfast bar. Balcony off living room, multitude of closet space.
Conveniently located near shopping and public transportation. $558,000.

EXPANDED RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. This custom-built Expanded Ranch is nestled in
the Watchung Mountains w/ park-like setting.  This spacious, bright
home has 6 bedrooms, 3 full & 1 half baths; living room w/wood-
burning fireplace, formal dining room,1st flr Master Bedroom w/full
bath& walk-in closets, 2 additional 1st flr BRs, 3 BRs on 2nd flr, ground
level family room w/wood-burning fireplace; wood floors thru-out, lots
of storage space, CAC, deck,& 2 car oversized attached garage. $549,000.

Tatyana
Averbukh

Stephen
Ohm

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2012
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 24th • 1-4PM

Sales Associate

Stunning, beautifully renovated 10 room, 4 BR, 2 ½ bath Colonial w/gracious entry
Foyer; LR w/fplc. & crown molding; sunken FDR;  Center Island Kitchen with ss
appliances opens to FR;  1st floor w/ Office , powder room &  convenient laundry. MBR
w/walk-in closet & private bath.; CAC & hdwd. floors. Nestled on a magnificently
landscaped property w/custom lighting, sprinkler system & mahogany front porch.
Convenient to vibrant down town Westfield,  Mindowaskin Park and Wilson School.
Dir: on E. Broad between N. Chestnut St. and Bradson Ct.

711 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ $879,000

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
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