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SEBOLAO FINISHED SPF CAREER  WITH 1,181 POINTS

Lady Raiders Adjusted Well
To Teammates, New Coach

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Adjusting to a new system and a
new coach always takes time, but this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team, with

the assistance of strong senior lead-
ership, found a rhythm and finished
with a respectable 10-14 record.

“Our season, as a whole, was good.
I am new, so coming in was new to
me. I was new to them. Everybody

worked well together. As the season
went on, we came together more as a
team. The girls, every game that they
played, worked very, very hard. You
can’t teach that. They have to inher-

TORESCO LED RBs, PTs; HESS 3’S; MITCHELL ASSTS.

Blue Devil Boys Made Strides
To Finish B’ball Season, 15-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spurts of brilliances with some
kinks but mostly strides forward high-
lighted this year’s Westfield High
School basketball team that finished
with a 15-10 record and qualified for
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Tournament.

Senior center Scott Toresco dem-
onstrated his brilliance under the
boards, pulling 224 rebounds, which
included 87 offensive boards. He also
led the team with 381 points, mostly
underneath and with putbacks, but he
also sank seven 3-pointers. From the
charity line, Toresco sank 68 of 114
for 60 percent. He also had 30 steals

and nine assists.
Senior Keegan Hess, who finished

second on the team with 280 points,
led in 3-pointers with 44. He was 46-
for-72 (64 percent) from the line and
contributed 27 assists, 26 steals and
55 rebounds.

“I feel that we made strides in
terms of where we want the program
to go. We lose the bulk of our scoring
next year, so we will have to figure
out how to replace that. Scott Toresco
and Keegan Hess had solid senior
seasons and we will miss both of
them. Both will be continuing to play
at the next level but both are currently
undecided,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Daryl Palmieri said.

Sophomore point guard Danny
Mitchell, by far, led the team in as-
sists with 101 and steals with 62. He

also put in 205 points, including 26
3-pointers and 31-for-49 (63 percent)
from the line, and added 29 rebounds.

“Danny Mitchell had a very good
season running the point for us. He
led the team in steals and assists and
he will be relied upon more next year
to score. Also, Nick Mele, Dylan
Elliott, Sean Elliott and David Kane
will be stepping into more important
scoring roles as well,” Coach Plamieri
said.

This year, junior Dylan Elliott
scored 108 points, which included 11
3-pointers, and sank 27 of 44 (61
percent) from the line. He was sec-
ond on the team with 36 steals and
added 60 rebounds and 13 assists.
Sophomore Sean Elliott scored 44
points (3 3-pointers and 13-for-22

BONACUM, NOEL-BROOKS PROVIDED LEADERSHIP

Raider Boys Finish Season
With 10-14 Record in B’ball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Only two individuals, seniors Tom
Bonacum and Xavier Noel-Brooks,
had any previous regular varsity ex-
perience on this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team, but the duo provided the
leadership to guide the Raiders to a
respectable 10-14 record.

“They were the only ones with real
varsity experience. They did a great
job leading the team over the summer
and just helping kids get better
throughout the year,” Raider Head
Coach Dan Doherty said.

After dropping a razor thin, 52-51,
thriller to Westfield in their season
opener, the Raiders won five of their
next seven games, before spiraling
into the doldrums after a staggering
loss to Cranford midway through the
season. The Raiders recovered and
hit their height with a 44-43 victory
over Rahway in the Union County
Tournament on February 10.

“We got off to a good start, had a
little trouble midway through the year,
but at the end of the year we were
playing well. We beat Rahway in the
county tournament. We even gave
Ridge, who made it to the sectional

finals, a bit of a game for three quar-
ters,” Coach Doherty said.

In that Rahway game, Bonacum
sank a pair of free throws with 10
seconds remaining and the Raiders’
defense held on for the victory.

“They beat us three times last year
and knocked us out of the state tour-
nament. They won five in a row from
us. They were the higher seed and
beat us twice earlier in the year, so it
was a nice win,” Coach Doherty said.

Bonacum, who will be playing at
Ramapo College next year, finished
the season with a 17.8 points per
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Probitas Verus Honos David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GEARING UP FOR THE SPRING…The Blue Devil boys lacrosse team had a practice/scrimmage with the Immaculata
Spartans at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on March 14.

David B. Corbin (2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADER OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY…Blue Devil senior Scott Toresco, left, led the team with 224 rebounds
and 381 points this season.

David B. Corbin (2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TALENTED ACROSS THE BOARD…Raider senior Tom Bonacum, No. 1, averaged 17.8 points per game and 10.2
rebounds per game this season. He was a dangerous inside/outside scoring threat and was very handy with steals.

March 21, 2013
Welcome to Spring!


