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POLICE BLOTTERSpook Handy to Present
Program on Pete Seeger

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will host New Jersey-
based folk singer and songwriter
Spook Handy on Wednesday, March
27, at 7 p.m. Mr. Handy will present
“The Life and Works of
Pete Seeger.” The library
is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

This program will look
at the legacy, struggles,
songs and stories of one
of America’s most be-
loved folk singers – the
man who gave audiences
“If I Had a Hammer,”
“Turn, Turn, Turn” and
“Waist Deep in the Big
Muddy.”

Ten years ago, Mr.
Seeger heard Mr. Handy’s song
“Vote” and added it to his repertoire.
According to Mr. Seeger, “Spook
Handy really understands how to
write a good song that says some-
thing important.”

Upon graduating Phi Beta Kappa
from Rutgers University with a ma-
jor in math and business, Mr. Handy
almost started working in the actu-
arial field. But he realized that his
“what if” and “why not” questions

precluded him from conventional
work, and that he should follow his
vision of a creative life.

Today he has four full-length CDs
to his credit, with a fifth on its way.

He has written for film
and theater, and his songs
have charted as high as
number 10 on the folk ra-
dio charts. He has toured
throughout North
America, playing more
than 3,000 concerts.

He has performed doz-
ens of times with Pete
Seeger and also has shared
the stage with the likes of
Donovan and Peter Yar-
row of Peter, Paul and
Mary fame.

This program will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To see
if a library participates, visit the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Calendar tab, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension 0.

Spook Handy

Teen Survey Seeks
Input on Downtown

WESTFIELD – Girl Scout Troop
No. 40769 is conducting a survey of
teenagers’ spending habits and atti-
tudes about downtown Westfield. Stu-
dents between the ages of 10 and 19
are asked to fill out their confidential
survey at surveymonkey.com/s/
TeensDowntown.

Sample questions range from
“What is your source of spending
money?” to how they are treated by
shopkeepers. The survey will remain
active until Sunday, March 31. Teens
from Westfield and neighboring
towns are invited to respond.

Troop No. 40769 is composed of
Catherine Bergin, Anna Browne,
Alison Jaruzelski, Rachel Mattessich,
Jenna Reed and Allison Worms, all
ninth graders at Westfield High
School. The survey is their “take ac-
tion” project in response to an issue
affecting teens in their community.
Results of the survey will be shared
with downtown stakeholders, school
PTOs and the town council.

F-SP ‘Y’ Among Candidates
For Livestrong Funding

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, located at 1340
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, has
been selected as a candidate for the
Livestrong Foundation Community
Impact Project, which offers $1.2 mil-
lion in funding to bring proven can-
cer-support programs to communities
across the United States.

Finalists will be determined through
an online voting campaign, currently
underway, at Vote.LIVESTRONG.org
and which will run until 5 p.m. Central
Time on Thursday, March 28. Partici-
pants are invited to vote for the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA un-
der Creative Center at University
Settlement Artist-in-Residence Pro-
gram. Sites with the top votes per
region will receive financial awards of
support to replicate and implement
programs that have demonstrated suc-
cess in improving the lives of people
affected by cancer.

Since its inception in 1994, The
Creative Center has been dedicated
to bringing the arts to people with
cancer and chronic illness through
all stages of life as a way to help
them discover their own creative
resources while meeting the chal-
lenges of diagnosis, treatment and
survivorship. The program will work
bedside and in small group settings
with men, women and children – in
oncology units, bone marrow trans-
plant units, intensive care/respira-
tory units, hospice and palliative care
programs.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA is among hundreds of orga-
nizations still in contention for the
award. If selected, the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA will use the
awarded funds to provide physical
activity programs free to members of
the community recovering from can-

cer. The Livestrong program enables
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
to offer participants educational semi-
nars, childcare assistance and ser-
vices for financial management.

Organizations chosen to implement
one of the model programs will re-
ceive up to $15,000 to support the
implementation. They also will re-
ceive a toolkit consisting of facilita-
tor manuals, participant materials and
evaluation forms; training and sup-
port from the model program’s staff;
access to additional tools and re-
sources, and a full report on the his-
torical replication of this program
upon completion.

SHARING HISTORY…Malcolm Nettingham of Scotch Plains speaks to mem-
bers of the Westfield Neighborhood Council Seniors Program at their Black
History Luncheon in February about being a Tuskegee Airman and his atten-
dance at President Barack Obama’s recent Inauguration Ceremony and Ball.

Overweight Pets Can Develop
Health Problems As Well

Anthony Loomis

exercise program for your pet to
reach an ideal body condition. He
or she can also teach you how to
judge your pet’s body condition at
home. Remember, our pets love us

unconditionally, even if
they only get dog or cat
food!

Westfield Animal Hos-
pital at 357 South Avenue,
East, is a full service ani-
mal hospital committed to
providing personalized
care for your pets.
Westfield Animal
Hospital’s veterinarians
and staff are available six
days a week to examine

your pets and provide a personal-
ized protocol for each of your ani-
mals. Visit westfieldanimal.com to
learn more about the hospital and
its staff or call (908) 233-6030 to
schedule a wellness visit where you
can discuss proper diet and exer-
cise routines for your pets.
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WESTFIELD – Being overweight
is as big of a concern for our pets as
it is for us. Approximately 60 per-
cent of pets are overweight. Often
our pets get a little pudgy because
we love them and want to
give them the attention
they desire.

Sharing table food,
feeding them whenever
they seem hungry, and giv-
ing them snacks or treats
throughout the day may
be kind, but it is a danger-
ous way of showing affec-
tion to your pets. An extra
five to 10 pounds on a dog
or three to five pounds on
a cat is as significant as an extra 25
to 50 pounds on us. Just as with us,
obesity is associated with heart, res-
piratory and gastrointestinal com-
plications, as well as bone and joint
stress.

Animals carrying a heavy load
have an increased risk of tearing
ligaments and wearing down joints.
When this occurs, it becomes pain-
ful for our pets to get around. They
do not want to exercise, which only
adds to their weight problems. A
common misconception is that there
is an ideal weight for each breed or
species. As you know, all pets are
unique, so talk to your veterinarian
about developing a proper diet and

Museum to Welcome Spring
With Cooking Decorating

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum invites area resi-
dents to “Celebrate the Season with
Spring Cookie Decorating” this Sun-
day, March 24, from 2 to 4 p.m. The
museum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

This program will include
storytelling as well as two crafts.
Children will be able to make a spring
basket to take home and also to deco-
rate cookies in the shapes of tradi-
tional spring symbols, such as butter-
flies, eggs and bunnies. Additionally,
the museum will celebrate the 60th
anniversary of the marshmallow peep.

In the Frazee Building, members
of the Cooking Committee will dem-
onstrate 18th-century open-hearth
cooking with authentic recipes and
seasonal ingredients. The museum’s
gift shop will be open as well, offer-
ing a variety of colonial toys, crafts,
books and educational materials.

Admission will be $3 for adults
and children age 13 and older; $2 for
children ages 3 to 12, and free for
those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs will

include “Wild Greens and Spring Ton-
ics” on April 7; “The Art of Quilting”
on April 14 and “The Art of Quilling
and Craft for Children” on April 21.
The museum’s annual “Sheep-to-
Shawl Festival,” featuring sheep
shearing as it was done in the 18th
century, will take place on April 28.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is listed on both the State and Na-
tional Registers of Historic Places
and as a site on the New Jersey
Women’s Heritage Trail. It is avail-
able for school, scout or other group
tours on weekdays during the morn-
ing or after school.

Other programs include a showcase
of 18th-century skills during which
volunteers demonstrate colonial-era
crafts and discuss 18th-century life in
New Jersey for interested groups, in-
cluding on-site at local schools.

For more information, call (908)
232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details on all programs also are
posted on the museum’s Facebook
page. The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Fanwood Rec Offers
Programs For Seniors
FANWOOD – Fanwood Recre-

ation has announced its spring pro-
gram schedule for senior citizens.
Programs will begin the week of
Monday, April 1, and run through
the week of Monday, June 17.

They will include Aerobics
(Tuesdays, 9 to 10 a.m.), Tai Chi
(Tuesdays, 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.),
Water Exercise (Wednesdays,
11:30 a.m. to noon, beginning April
10), Zumba Gold (Wednesdays,
11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. and Fri-
days, 9:15 to 10 a.m.), Tennis
(Thursdays, 11 to 11:45 a.m., be-
ginning April 25) and Line Danc-
ing (Thursdays, 1 to 2 p.m.)

All classes will be held in the
recreation building at Forest Road
Park in Fanwood, except for Water
Exercise, which will take place at
the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey Wilf
Jewish Community Campus indoor
pool, 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch
Plains, and Tennis, which will be
held at the Hilltop Tennis Club,
330 North Avenue, Fanwood.

The fee is $10 per program for
Fanwood and Scotch Plains resi-
dents and $25 for all others. To get
a schedule and a registration form,
visit fanwoodrecreation.org or pick
them up at Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue. For more
information, call Fanwood Recre-
ation at (908) 370-7092.

Pair Facing Charges After
Police Pursuit in Westfield

WESTFIELD – Police arrested a
19-year-old man and a 17-year-old
male juvenile, both from Newark,
after a brief motor vehicle pursuit
that ended in the area of First Street
and Marion Avenue in Westfield in
the early hours of March 17.

According to police, at approxi-
mately 4:19 a.m. officers had at-
tempted to execute a motor vehicle
stop of the 2004 Hyundai in which the
suspects were traveling. The suspects
resisted arrest by increasing the
vehicle’s speed in an attempt to elude
police. After a brief pursuit, the
Hyundai crashed into two parked ve-
hicles in the area of First Street and
Marion Avenue. Three suspects then
fled the vehicle, leading to a foot chase.

Jamil T. Simmons was appre-
hended shortly after the crash, while
the juvenile was apprehended ap-
proximately an hour later in the area
of the south-side train station. At-
tempts to locate the third suspect
proved negative. Further investiga-
tion determined the vehicle in which
the suspects were traveling had been
stolen from Roselle.

Simmons and the juvenile were
charged with receiving stolen prop-
erty and eluding. Simmons was pro-
cessed and committed to the Union
County jail with bail set at $25,000.
The juvenile was released to a parent.
The Westfield Police Department’s
Detective Bureau is investigating the
matter.

Westfield
Monday, March 11, Jessica

Matrongolo, 20, of Colonia was ar-
rested at Plainfield police headquarters
on an outstanding Westfield warrant
for $114. She posted bail and was re-
leased.

Tuesday, March 12, a resident of the
100 block of Massachusetts Street re-
ported a motor vehicle burglary be-
tween 7:30 and 8:42 p.m. One or more
suspects entered the unlocked vehicle
and removed one pair of blue Ray Ban
sunglasses, valued at $60.

Tuesday, March 12, police received
a report that a motor vehicle was taken
from the 1100 block of Boynton Av-
enue without the owner’s consent. An
acquaintance of the victim removed the
vehicle from outside the victim’s resi-
dence, according to police.

Wednesday, March 13, a resident of
the 400 block of Prospect Street re-
ported an incident of identity theft in-
volving the filing of a fraudulent tax
return.

Sunday, March 17, Christian D.
Landry, 19, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia
after being stopped at a DWI check-
point. Landry was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
with summonses.

Sunday, March 17, Allington B.
Stevens, 42, of Piscataway was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia.
He was stopped at a DWI checkpoint at
East South and Windsor Avenues.
Stevens was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released on a
summons.

Sunday, March 17, Marlene
Andrews, 49, of Roselle was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after she was stopped at a
DWI checkpoint at East South and
Windsor Avenues. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Fanwood
Monday, March 11, Phillis Ifeanyi,

53, of Roselle was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on the 200 block of
Terrill Road on an active warrant out of
Scotch Plains. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Monday, March 11, an employee with
New Jersey American Water Company
reported that a piece of equipment, val-
ued at $2,700, was removed from a fire
hydrant on the 80 block of Woodland
Avenue.

Tuesday, March 12, a business on
the 200 block of South Avenue re-
ported that someone removed a piece
of jewelry, valued at $98, from the
store without paying.

Thursday, March 14, Orlando Prode,
44, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after an officer on routine patrol
observed a motor vehicle parked in the
roadway on LaGrande Avenue with the
driver slumped at the steering wheel
and the brake lights on. According to
police, when the officer attempted to
wake Prode, he woke up and drove
away. He was eventually stopped at
South Avenue and Algonquin Drive.
Prode was processed and released to a
responsible person.

Friday, March 15, a resident of the
100 block of Hunter Avenue reported
that someone cut the back-window
screen of his residence and caused pry
marks on the window, but that no entry
to the house was gained.

Friday, March 15, a resident of the
180 block of King Street reported that
jewelry was missing from her house.
The incident is being investigated.

Sunday, March 17, Daniel Lennon,
23, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at LaGrande
Avenue and Brohm Place on an active
warrant out of Plainfield. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released. Natalia
Blanco, 27, of Plainfield, a passenger
in the vehicle, was arrested on an active
warrant out of Scotch Plains. She was
processed, posted bail and released.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 12, a resident of

Wheatley Court reported that he re-
ceived a call from his stockbroker re-
garding a request to have all funds
transferred to another account without
his knowledge or authorization. Ac-
cording to police, at this time it is
undetermined how much money was
transferred.

Tuesday, March 12, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that a neigh-
bor yells obscenities at her and parks
her vehicle in front of her house.

Wednesday, March 13, a resident of
East Second Street reported that some-
one removed a laptop valued at ap-
proximately $200 from his living room.
According to police, the victim had
several people over and when they left
he noticed the laptop was missing.

Wednesday, March 13, William
Socarras, 27, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana after a motor vehicle
stop on Cushing Road. He was trans-

ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Thursday, March 14, a resident of
White Oak Road reported that his ex-
girlfriend parks in front of his house
and watches him several times a week.

Friday, March 15, a teacher at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School reported
that during class she left her bag unat-
tended and someone removed her wrist-
let valued at approximately $50.

Friday, March 15, a resident of
Graymill Drive reported that someone
transferred their cell phone number ser-
vice so that he would receive the bill.

Friday, March 15, a resident of
Seward Drive reported that sometime
overnight someone scratched the side
of his vehicle, which was parked in the
street.

Saturday, March 16, Angel Martinez,
22, of North Plainfield was arrested for
a $500 outstanding warrant issued by
the Metuchen Municipal Court after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He
was transported to headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 12, Jissely Cepeda,

30, of Belleville was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Mill Lane. She was processed and re-
leased at the scene.

Tuesday, March 12, a resident of
Kings Court reported that sometime
overnight someone drilled a drill bit
into the rear left tire of his vehicle and
drilled a screw into the tire of another
of his vehicles, which were both parked
in his driveway.

Tuesday, March 12, Thomas J. Ford,
43, of Elizabeth was transported from
the Union Township headquarters to
Mountainside headquarters for an out-
standing warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $801.

Wednesday, March 13, Baseemah H.
Parker, 28, of East Orange was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 and charged with driving with a
suspended license.

Wednesday, March 13, Samuel F.
Goodman, 40, of Newark was arrested
for a $55 outstanding warrant out of
Perth Amboy after a motor vehicle stop
on New Providence Road. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 14, a resident of
Wood Valley Road reported being the
victim of fraud after someone opened
up seven bank accounts in her name,
transferred money from her bank ac-
count, opened up an E-Trade account
in her name, ordered an additional
American Express Card in her name
and changed the password of her e-mail
account without her knowledge or au-
thorization.

Friday, March 15, Mary C. Brader,
62, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with assault after an officer
responded to her house on a report that
she was harassing an unidentified indi-
vidual in the early morning hours. Ac-
cording to police, when the officer re-
quested she get out of bed, she hit the
officer in the arm.

Saturday, March 16, Joseph Pasquale,
29, of New Providence was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22.

Sunday, March 17, Vincenzo G.
Capriglione, 24, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after he
attempted to elude police during a mo-
tor vehicle stop.

Monday, March 18, a resident of
Mountainside reported that while he
was looking for a rental property for his
son on Craigslist he came across a pos-
sible scam. According to police, the
owner of the rental property said that he
was in Turkey and after the potential
renter sent him the $600 rental fee he
would forward the keys.

The individual reporting the
Craigslist listing stated he was familiar
with the rental property and reported it
was owned by an individual who lived
across the street from him, police said.

Monday, March 18, a patron of a
Route 22 movie theater reported that he
lost his wallet containing credit and
bank cards and his United States Coast
Guard identification card while at the
theater.

Monday, March 18, Tien H. Thai, 21,
of Union was arrested and charged with
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22. He was
processed and released at the scene.

Garwood
Sunday, March 17, Chad Johnson,

30, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with possession of a Controlled
Dangerous Substance, identified as less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana,
at a DWI checkpoint on the 600 block
of South Avenue. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released pending a court appearance.

Sunday, March 17, Mark Boyle, 26,
of Westfield was charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI), refusal to sub-
mit to a breath test and other motor
vehicle violations at a DWI checkpoint
on the 600 block of South Avenue.
Boyle was issued summonses and re-
leased with a court date.


