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Letters to
the Editor

Obamacare’s Unintended
Consequences’ On Higher Ed. in N.J.

Westfield Leader Interview With
Rep. Holt Let Him Off Too Easy

Will the New Jersey Shore Remain
Forever at The Mercy of Storms?

Your interview with Rush Holt
depicts the problem with liberals in
government.

They believe that they are the an-
swer... When they... are the problem.
They are the problem because they
have little or no understanding of the
founding of our Republic — which
gave the individual the freedom to
become the best that he or she can be.
It is not the government’s job to so-
cialize our health care system, take
away our Second Amendment rights
by making it impossible to protect
yourself and your family with a gun
if you choose to. They think that it is
OK to rack up $16 trillion in debt,
soon to be $20 trillion if they get their
way — more debt than all presidents
combined from George Washington
to the present. They are stealing from
our children and grandchildren.

Yes, the country had debt in 1789,
but it was from the Revolutionary
War, which we fought against the
“Tyranny” of the British.

The private sector is the economic
engine, built by entrepreneurs who
risk it all to create the new products
and services, which creates jobs. Per-
haps that is why the left hated Ronald
Reagan so much when he said... “the
words that Americans should fear the
most are...I’m from the government
and I’m here to help.”

I think The Westfield Leader should
go into even more depth with these
interviews because it is this kind of
ignorance that needs to be fully vetted
for all the people to see.

You let him off too easy.
William Sanders

Bernardsville

The Affordable Care Act
(Obamacare) is scheduled to take ef-
fect January 1, 2014. Part of the ‘un-
intended consequences’ of the act
will have a deep effect on higher
education in New Jersey. The IRS
regulations declare that for comput-
ing status for healthcare coverage
any employee working 30 hours a
week or more are considered full-
time employees. This has already
caused reduction in hours for restau-
rant staff and retail workers.

The regulations actually mention
adjuncts as a special category. Ad-
juncts are contingent faculty who
usually receive no health care ben-
efits, are given assignments weeks or
days before the start of the semester,
and receive one-third or less than a
full-time faculty member for teach-
ing the same course.

Nationwide over 70 percent of all
faculty in higher [education] are con-
tingent, at-will, employees. The IRS
regulations state that it is not reason-
able to assume that adjuncts work

only the number of credit hours they
are paid for in front of the classroom
— you must take into account prep
time, grading, consulting with stu-
dents, etc. Some of the county col-
leges are already planning to cut back
the number of credits adjuncts are
teaching so they do not have to pay
for healthcare coverage.

This would be a financial disaster
for many adjuncts that rely only on
their teaching for their survival. We
are only paid on a per credit basis,
why should the extra time we spend
be considered for compliance to the
ACA when we are not paid for it?

The colleges are taking the easy
way out and penalizing one of the
groups of workers who were sup-
posed to be helped by Obamacare.
The colleges need to respect us since
we do teach the future leaders of the
country every day of the week.

William Lipkin, Co-President
UCC Chapter United Adjunct

Faculty of NJ, Parsippany

The United States has always been
known for its freedoms and liberties,
but it has always been known for its
vision.

Vision has always meant in the
United States a national commitment
to great works: the interstate high-
way system, the national park sys-
tem, the space program and sending
a human being to the moon and back
safely, and the great dams in the West
like Hoover and Shasta — The great
irrigation projects like the All Ameri-
can Canal in California which has
permitted the flowering of the Impe-
rial Valley as a cornucopia of fruits
and vegetables, and the development
of the poverty stricken Tennessee Val-
ley.

Without vision a nation like a per-
son is the lesser. For vision gives
something positive to which to look
forward and marshals energies which
otherwise would lie dormant.

But vision can also be local. Pros-
perous, beautiful, prestigious
Galveston, Texas after being destroyed
by the great hurricane of 1900 decided
to rebuild. A seawall three miles long,
17 feet high, 17 feet thick at the base
was built and today is now 10 miles
long. The entire city was raised 17
feet! All this [so] no future hurricane
would destroy this island city.

New Orleans has embarked on a
vast project to prevent a future Hurri-

cane Katrina from wrecking it.
But where is the commitment of

New Jersey to take the steps which
the Dutch have taken in their mostly
below sea level and low lying coun-
try to protect the coast from intensely
powerful storms? Where are the pro-
posals let alone the commitment to
build the defenses necessary to pro-
tect the New Jersey shore from future
tropical storm Sandys?

Sadly, tragically, it appears that it
is business as usual. Replenish the
beaches. Rebuild the buildings and
the boardwalks. Pretend that all this
will survive yet the next powerful
storm coming off the Atlantic!

Shakespeare in “Julius Caesar”
said, “The fault is not in our stars but
in ourselves that we are underlings.”

Tropical Storm Sandy should not
have been a surprise had we appreci-
ated the power of storms and had we
taken the action which the Dutch
have taken over more than one thou-
sand years to protect their vulnerable
country from North Sea storms.

But without vision and consequent
commitment the justifiably famous
and economically vital New Jersey
shore where millions of people live
shall remain forever at the mercy of
hurricanes, tropical storms, and
Nor’easters, which frequently plague
the state!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Esculic – Pertaining to the horse

chestnut
2. Furunculosis – The state of being

afflicted with boils
3. Carking – Distressing; perplexing
4. Carcajou – Thewolverine or badger

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

FULMINATION
1. A thundering or lightning
2. Moving with a wiggling motion, as

a snake
3. Spontaneous combustion
4. Renewal or restoration

PERSULTATION
1. To force or drive out; expel
2. An eruption of blood from an artery
3. Killing by suffocation
4. Taking or snatching away by force

MACULOSE
1. Producing a slight glow
2. Pitted or ducted
3. Having a well-formed jaw
4. Covered with spots

SPHYGMUS
1. The pulse
2. Very small amount; a pinch
3. Discontent
4. Topsoil

Westfield Mayor Skibitsky Addresses Guns And Violence
Dear Ms. Fol-Okamoto, Thank you

for your e-mail. (Letter to the editor,
March 14, 2013).  I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to share with you the statement I
made at a recent Council meeting as well
as the resolution adopted unanimously
(one abstention) by the Town Council:

I want to address some of the gun
control concerns that have been raised by
our concerned residents as well as the
tragedy in Newtown.

I share in your heartache. We are all
hurting. As I have said in the past, there
are no words to describe the pain we all
feel for the Newtown community….A
loss of this magnitude, undertaken in
such a manner, is unspeakable. As caring
human beings, we want to protect every-
one, especially our innocent children, at
all times and in all places.

Let me be very clear. I am a Mayor
against illegal guns. Unfortunately, as we
all so painfully know, the horrific
shootings that have taken place in recent
times have been perpetrated by individu-
als using guns that were acquired legally,
so this discussion cannot just be about
illegal guns.

I appreciate your passion for wanting
action. I want action too. Though, in
order to be effective, efforts must be
directed to the legislators at the state and
federal level who are empowered to enact
change. We also need to take a compre-
hensive approach in examining how such
unspeakable violence can possibly be
prevented. As Governor Christie pointed
out, “Violence in our society has never
been solely about firearms, and we would
miss an opportunity to better prevent
heinous crimes if we didn’t look at the
complete picture.” And I applaud the task
force the governor has set up “to take a
full and comprehensive look at the inter-
section of gun control, addiction, mental
health and school safety,” and I encour-
age our residents to voice their positions
with the Task Force.

I agree with President Obama’s Plan
that calls for the CDC to conduct research

on the causes and prevention of gun
violence.

I believe that mental health issues must
also be part of this discussion. Over 60
percent of the 30,000 annual gun deaths
are attributable to suicide. And the recent
mass shootings, including those in
Newtown, Aurora, Tucson and Virginia
Tech, were perpetrated by mentally dis-
turbed young men. Certainly the over-
whelming majority of people with men-
tal illness are not prone to violence and
any outdated societal stigmas must be
dispelled to encourage sufferers to seek
treatment. The challenge will be figuring
out who poses a threat, what preventative
intervention is possible, how to keep
weapons out of their reach for their safety
as well as the safety of others, and what
treatment options are available.

According to the Brady Campaign to
Prevent Gun Violence, New Jersey is
ranked second among all the states for
enacting the strongest gun violence pre-
vention legislation in the country. New
Jersey’s gun laws are respectful of the
Second Amendment and include many of
the provisions being advocated for at the
national level, including but not limited
to, a ban on assault weapons and large
capacity ammunition magazines, requir-
ing permits for the purchase of any hand-
gun as well as a separate permit for the
purchase of “long” guns, mandatory
criminal and mental health background
checks prior to the issuance of a permit,
and the requirement that all gun and
ammunition dealers maintain records of
all acquisitions and dispositions of guns
and ammo. Unfortunately, other states do
not have such strict gun control laws like
New Jersey, and changes are necessary at
the federal level as well.

As I contemplate and research these
somber issues, the power of the human
spirit never ceases to amaze me. In the
midst of unimaginable pain and mourn-
ing, members of the Newtown commu-
nity formed the Sandy Hook Promise
(SHP), a non-profit group to support the

families of victims, the survivors, the
first responders and the entire commu-
nity. Their mission is “to work to identify
and implement holistic, common sense
solutions that will make our community
and our country safer from similar acts of
violence through education, outreach and
grass roots discussion.” The Promise in-
cludes:

“To have conversations on ALL the
issues. Conversations where listening is
as important as speaking. Conversations
where even those with the most opposing
views can debate in good will.”

The Promise continues,
“This is a Promise we make to our

precious children. Because each child,
every human life is filled with promise,
and though we continue to be filled with
unbearable pain, we choose love, belief
and hope instead of anger.”

Westfield is a close-knit, caring com-
munity. We value education, civility, love
of family and citizenship. Since Newtown,
I have heard from many residents with a
wide range of views about gun owner-
ship, gun control, the root causes of vio-
lence, and screening and support services
for those suffering from mental illness.
There are those who believe that New
Jersey’s stringent laws will prove inef-
fective should weapons be purchased out
of state and there are those who believe
more restrictions on ownership will only
serve to punish law-abiding gun owners.
Although not everyone I spoke to agrees
on precisely which course of action to
follow, everyone I spoke to agreed that
gun violence is a problem in our country
and comprehensive action must be taken
by our legislators and effective preventa-
tive measures must be sought. I believe
all the citizens of Westfield have a valu-
able voice to contribute to this discussion
and should speak out to their legislators.

As Mayor, I will be proposing tonight
a resolution voicing this Council’s sup-
port for action on this issue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Iraq Intelligence Was
Manipulated, Made Up
And Misused for War
March 20th marks the 10th anni-

versary of of the start of the war with
Iraq. Unfortunately for us, a war in
which we were lied to by our leaders,
in order gain Congressional and pub-
lic support.

The cost of the War: 190,000 killed
in total, of that 4,488 American Mili-
tary deaths, an estimated 3,400 U.S.
contractors killed, thousands more
wounded both physically and men-
tally, $2.2 trillion of U.S. tax dollars
spent (former President George W.
Bush told us initially the cost would
be no more than $60 billion).

We went to war thinking we were
protecting this great nation, only to
be shown that intelligence was ma-
nipulated, made up, and misused by
those we needed to trust.

Americans should never forget that
former President George W. Bush,
former Vice-President Dick Cheney
Former Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld, former National Security
Advisor Paul Wolfowitz and others
knew the truth, and plainly lied to us
to get us behind this ill-advised war.

I pray for those that lost their lives
unnecessary – all those brave and
dedicated Americans who answered
the call – and lastly for our future in
an increasingly dangerous world.

Never again should we ever be in
this position.

As a democracy, we need to be-
lieve in our leaders when told of real
treats from foreign aggressors. As a
democracy our leaders need to be
truthful.

It cannot work any other way.
 Anthony LaPorta

Westfield

Was Health Care Passed by Congress
Without Due Diligence?

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

Congressman Holt, Thank you
again for responding to my concerns
on the healthcare reform bill.

Perhaps you could identify where
in the bill the consequences below
are not representative of the impacts.

When it comes to the CBO’s [Con-
gressional Budget Office] rating of
the impact on the budget, it is true
that they forecast that the budget
would be reduced. However, they
caution that is “uncertain” because of
such things as whether the Medicare
savings would actually materialize.

We are continuing to see businesses
have a reaction to the healthcare re-
form. I list a few of them.

On February 20, 2013, MSN pub-
lished that Dunkin’ Brands (Dunkin
Donuts) are looking to have the defi-
nition of “full-time” revised from 40
hours a week to 30 hours. This would
remove the requirements for busi-
nesses with 50 or more full-time
employees (30 hours or more) to of-
fer those workers “minimum essen-
tial” healthcare insurance.

Elsewhere, Kroger indicated some
companies may decide to pay the tax
for not offering their employees medi-
cal coverage, and a Nebraskan Wendy’s
franchise is cutting back hours to avoid
paying health benefits. Other businesses
are looking to limit their number of
employees to less than 50 such to ex-
empt them from this law.

More fear that companies will drop
coverage after 2014. A report by
McKinsey and Co. found that 30 per-
cent of U.S.-based employers with
medical benefits would “definitely

or probably” drop coverage for their
employees after 2014. This was later
thought that the number was extreme
and the real number was 10 percent.
Even if the number is 10 percent or
30 percent, that is still thousands of
Americans losing their coverage and
is contrary to what President Obama
told the nation.

To further support the point that
Americans have an increased risk of
losing their coverage, the CBO as
reported by The Washington Post on
February 5, 2013 has indicated that
some seven million Americans have
the potential of losing their coverage.
The seven million figure may be ex-
treme. What number do you in Con-
gress expect?

On March 7, 2013 Reuters reported
that most large companies anticipate
keeping insurance for full-time em-
ployees for five years, but only 26
percent are confident they will offer
healthcare benefits in 10 years.

Marketwatch.com makes a point
that spouses may lose their insurance
from their working spouse’s cover-
age. This would affect thousands,
cost thousands – because of family
income, many would not qualify for
the tax credits and would have to pay
the entire coverage costs themselves.

I fear that many may lose medical
coverage, pay more; and the health
care bill was passed without due dili-
gence being performed by Congress.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Editor’s note: Edited for brevity.

DIME OF MINE TO
BE PENNY IN TIME?

County Is Using Exemptions to
Hike Taxes $13 Mil. Over ‘Cap’

It’s impossible to fathom what the federal govern-
ment is doing, and the state’s budget deliberations may
be too obscure. But you might have a chance to figure
out what’s going on in the county.

The Union County Freeholders’ Fiscal Affairs Com-
mittee will begin the process tonight of looking at a
nearly $500-million county budget that proposes to
raise taxes by more than $19 million. One big reason the
tax is jumping is debt service, which is $57 million, up
$6.5 million over 2012.

The county is using exemptions, allowed under both
New Jersey’s 1977 and 2010 tax cap laws, to hike the tax
levy another $13 million over the so-called “mandated”
2-percent cap. The cap exemptions — which include
debt service, pensions, health insurance, social services
and the county college and Vo-Tech — have allowed the
county to propose a $321-million tax levy this year from
last year’s $302-million tax. But county officials said
they actually could raise taxes another $3 million and
still be within the letter of the law. Had the county been
required to stay within a “hard” cap with no exemptions,
the county tax levy would have been $308 million.

Over the years, the county has been building its debt
to where it is today: $560 million. The county has built
a new public safety building as well as a new office
complex in Westfield, which includes the county clerk’s
annex; a new engineering building in Scotch Plains, and
expanded the Trailside Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside. Also, a new, 40,000-square-foot, $15.6-
million clubhouse/banquet facility is to open April 1 at

the Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth. The
county also built a new Elizabeth building for Union
County College, which includes a School of Nursing,
as well as a new family court building. There also are
plans for a new ice skating arena in Oak Ridge Park in
Clark.

The Trinitas Medical Center’s School of Nursing
occupies the third floor of the six-story Kellogg building
in Elizabeth and is projected to pay rent of $200,000 to
the county in 2013. According to a 2007 county press
release, the building cost $48 million to construct, with
the state picking up $19 million. Did the county add a
debt service fee into that rent when this building was
built? Is Union County College paying the county any of
its revenues to offset the remaining cost of this building?

We also question the county’s decision to build a
banquet facility that appears to now be in direct compe-
tition with private banquet facilities.

We agree with the members of the Summit Common
Council who support merging the county police and
sheriff’s department. This, combined with the lease or
sale of Runnells Specialized Hospital, would help bring
down the cost of Union County government. The pro-
jected increase in salaries among the county’s 22 unions
is $5.8 million this year alone.

We encourage the public as well as municipal officials
to attend tonight’s meeting, as well as the next one on
Thursday, April 4. Both begin at 5 p.m. in the freehold-
ers’ meeting room of the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth.


