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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

UCC Sues Ex-Pres. Brown
Saying He Was Overpaid $409K

Union County College is suing its
former president, Thomas Brown,
claiming he was overpaid $409,625
during his 20-year career, The Star-
Ledger has reported. In a lawsuit filed
in state Superior Court in Elizabeth,
UCC contends Mr. Brown should re-
pay the money. Mr. Brown retired on
December 31, 2010 after serving as
UCC president from 1990 until De-
cember 2009. The paper reported that
Mr. Brown has denied the allegations.

College officials claim in the lawsuit
that Mr. Brown received $366,454 in
deferred compensation payments and
another $43,171 in payments to a
supplemental retirement plan for a to-
tal of $409,625. Mr. Brown was hired
in July 1990. His base pay increased
from $96,350 in 1991 to $259,969 in
2010, the newspaper reported.

Mr. Brown’s attorney, Edward
Sponzilli, told The Ledger said the
payments continued for years without
any objections from UCC.

“Dr. Brown was an excellent leader.
It’s just shocking that they (the col-
lege) would embarrass and humiliate
him in this way after all these years,”
Mr. Sponzilli told the newspaper.
Federal Grand Jury Investigating

Menendez Role With Donor
The Washington Post reported last

week that a federal grand jury in Mi-
ami is investigating Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.), examining his
role in advocating for the business
interests of Florida ophthalmologist
Salomon Melgen, a wealthy donor
and friend who contributed $700,000
to Sen. Menendez and other Senate
Democrats in 2012.

Sen. Menendez has admitted he had
accepted two free flights on Dr.
Melgen’s private plan to the Domini-
can Republic in 2010, but later wrote
the doctor a personal check for more
than $58,000 to cover the trips, ac-
cording to the report. The Senate Eth-
ics Committee is also investigating
why Sen. Menendez failed to disclose
the flights sooner.

The grand jury is said to have issued
subpoenas for Dr. Melgen’s business
and financial records as well.

The grand probe represents an esca-
lation in the case as prosecutors now
aim to get an indictment. Sen.
Mendendez has maintained that he
didn’t do any wrong.

“I welcome any review, because I
believe, at the end of the day, that my
actions have been appropriate,” the
Senator told The Post. “And just as
everything that gave rise to this was a
smear campaign based on slanders
that drove the original story, I believe
that when anyone reviews the facts,
they will determine that I have acted
appropriately at all times.”
E. Brunswick Mayor Changes to

Republican to Run for Senate
East Brunswick Mayor David Stahl

has announced he is changing his po-
litical affiliation from Democrat to
Republican and will run for the state
Senate seat of Senator Barbara Buono
(D-18, Metuchen), the probable
Democratic nominee for governor, The
Star-Ledger reported.

Mayor Stahl was accompanied by
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr.
(R-21, Westfield) and state Sen. Sam
Thompson (R-12, Old Bridge), the
Middlesex County GOP  chairman, at
his press conference.

Democrats have a 23-17 majority in
the state Senate and a 48-32 majority in
the Assembly. But Republicans are hop-
ing to pick up seats and possibly the
majority in one or both houses of the
Legislature on the coattails of Governor
Chris Christie’s high poll numbers.

Democrats are expected to nominate
Assemblyman Peter Barnes (D-18,
Edison) to run for the Senate seat in the
Democratic district, which Governor
Christie narrowly won in 2009.

Mr. Barnes has been in the Assembly
for six years and before that served 12
years as an Edison councilman.

New Jersey Joins in $7-Mil.
Settlement With Google

New Jersey Attorney General Jef-
frey Chiesa has announced that New
Jersey has joined 37 states and the
District of Columbia in a $7-million
settlement with Google that resolves
allegations Google improperly col-
lected private data from consumers
for its Street View map product, ac-
cording to a press release from the
Attorney General’s Office.

New Jersey’s share of the Google settle-
ment is approximately $147,000, which
will be used to fund consumer protection
initiatives, officials announced. Mr.
Chiesa said Google is alleged to have
collected data from unsecured wireless
networks nationwide while taking pho-
tographs for its Street View service be-
tween 2008 and March 2010.

Muñoz’ Dog Fighting
Bill OK’d By Panel

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-
21, Summit) that establishes dog fight-
ing as a crime and punishes those who
are leaders in a dog fighting system has
been released by the Assembly Judi-
ciary Committee.

While animal fighting in general is
currently prohibited in the state, Asw.
Muñoz’s bill, A-2379, specifically
identifies dog fighting and would be
a third-degree crime carrying a prison
term of three to five years and a fine
of up to $15,000.

“All too often, there are accounts
of animal cruelty, including the dis-
covery of dog fighting rings that seek
to profit from this heinous act,” Asw.
Muñoz said. “This bill strengthens
the penalties for anyone involved in
promoting or participating in the ruth-
less act of dog fighting.”

“Profits from dog fighting are of-
ten times used by gangs or other
criminal elements to fund their ille-
gal activities,” Asw. Muñoz explained.

“Including the crime of leading a
dog fighting ring under the anti-rack-
eteering law will help law enforce-
ment shut down one of the sources of
funding for these kinds of criminal
enterprises. This legislation is not only
about preventing cruelty to dogs, but
sends an unmistakable message that
no one will profit from it as well,”
Asw. Muñoz said.

Jeffrey D. Matthews
Commissioned by Navy

WESTFIELD – Navy Ensign Jef-
frey D. Mathews, the son of Lisa F.
Mathews of Westfield, and Jeffrey S.
Mathews of Cranford, was recently
commissioned upon graduation from
the Naval Reserve Officer Training
Corps. (NROTC) Program.

During college, Navy Ensign
Mathews completed naval science
courses and academic courses that
fulfilled degree requirements. These
courses, combined with annual sum-
mer training aboard ships and shore
installation, served to prepare
NROTC graduates for the intellec-
tual, mental and physical challenges
of a commissioned officer.

Navy Ensign Mathews is a 2000
graduate of Westfield High School
and joined the Navy in December
2012.
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County Recycling Event
For Electronics This Sat.

NEW PROVIDENCE – The
County of Union will sponsor a recy-
cling event for electronic equipment
this Saturday, March 23, so Union
County residents can get rid of un-
wanted computers, televisions and
other electronic equipment in an en-
vironmentally proper manner.

The special E-cycling event will
take place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Alcatel-Lucent Technologies facility
located at 600 Mountain Avenue in
New Providence. All residents of
Union County are eligible to partici-
pate at no cost. There is a limit of six
electronic items per car.

Electronic equipment that will be
accepted on March 23 include com-
puter monitors, hard drives, modems,
keyboards, CPU’s, mice, printers,
scanners, speakers, televisions, tab-
lets and e-readers, VCR’s, fax ma-
chines, telephones, circuit boards,
CD’s, DVD’s and video cassettes.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their unwanted
electronic equipment. Workers at the
site will unload the vehicles. Pre-
registration is not required for this
collection.

Refrigerators, washers and dryers,
microwaves, and air conditioners will
not be accepted, but they are ac-
cepted at Union County’s Scrap Metal
Recycling Program. A complete list
of the materials that will be accepted
on March 23 is available at
www.ucnj.org/recycle.

The electronics collection will be
held rain or shine, for Union County
residents only and not for businesses.
Proof of Union County residency is
required.

For more information about recy-
cling events, please call the Union
County Recycling Hotline at (908)
654-9889.

VALUABLE VOLUNTEERS…Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, eighth from left,
and Freeholder Vice-Chairman Christopher Hudak, 10th from left, join Union
County parks volunteers and staff to honor the contributions made through the
Adopt-a-Park and Adopt-a-Trail programs. In 2012 more than 916 Adopt-a-Park
stewards contributed more than 3,500 hours of labor. A total of 41 Adopt-a-Trail
stewards spent 250 hours to monitor the condition of more than 50 miles of hiking
and bridle trails. In addition, 401 fallen trees that blocked trails after Superstorm
Sandy were removed by a specially-trained Adopt-a-Trail chainsaw crew.

UC Means Business Series
Kicks Off March 28 at Kean

COUNTY – The Union County
Means Business (UCMB) series,
which began last year, starts up again
in 2013 with a new slate of free events
designed to help the Union County
business community connect with
helpful resources and information.
The first UCMB networking break-
fast session is scheduled for Thurs-
day, March 28, from 8 to 10 a.m. at
Kean University in Union.

The highlight of this year’s
UCMB series will be the “UCMB
Women’s Summit,” a half-day of
workshops and programs scheduled
for Wednesday, June 19, at Union
County’s Galloping Hill Golf
Course clubhouse.

“Our goal this year is to help you
learn about business development
opportunities, the Affordable Care
Act and Internet-based business strat-
egies, and enable you to connect with
resources that can help your business
thrive in Union County,” Freeholder
Chairman Linda Carter said.

The topic of the March 28 kickoff
session is “Legislative Outlook for
Business.” Special guests will in-
clude U.S. Representative Rush Holt
(D-12th) and New Jersey State Sena-
tors Raymond Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth) and Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield). A presentation on the
impact of Superstorm Sandy on
Union County businesses will also

be included. This year, the UCMB
event format has also been expanded
to accommodate small group dis-
cussions on topics such as financing
and e-commerce.

Union County Means Business
started in 2012 as a Freeholder initia-
tive of then-Chairman Alexander
Mirabella in partnership with the
Union County Alliance, Union
County Economic Development Cor-
poration (UCEDC), Greater Eliza-
beth Chamber of Commerce, Subur-
ban Chambers of Commerce, Union
Township Chamber of Commerce,
Kean University, and Union County
College (UCC).

Union County Means Business has
grown to include a free e-newsletter,
a website that serves as an informa-
tion clearinghouse, a new workforce
affiliation with UCC, and a special
loan program through the UCEDC.

 Pre-registration is required by vis-
iting ucnj.org/UCMeansBusiness or
calling (908) 527-4200.

NJ Moving to Direct
Deposit for Workers

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie has signed legislation, A-720/
S-2090, requiring all state employees
to utilize direct deposit rather than
paper checks beginning July 1, 2014.
At present, state employees can opt-in
voluntarily to receive their compensa-
tion via direct deposit. The new law
will also allow   counties, county col-
leges, municipalities, and school dis-
tricts to opt for mandatory direct de-
posit payment for their employees.
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REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Johannes Chandler
Completes  Training

WESTFIELD – Army National
Guard Private Johannes S. Chandler
has graduated from basic combat train-
ing at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.

During the nine weeks of train-
ing, the soldier studied the Army
mission, history, tradition and core
values, physical fitness, and re-
ceived instruction and practice in
basic combat skills, military weap-
ons, chemical warfare and bayonet
training, drill and ceremony, march-
ing, rifle marksmanship, armed and
unarmed combat, map reading, field
tactics, military courtesy, military
justice system, basic first aid, foot
marches, and field training exer-
cises.

Private Chandler is the brother of
David Chandler and is a 2010 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School.


