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Is Property Tax Appeal
Right Move For You?

SCOTCH PLAINS - Home values
have dropped. Shouldn’t your prop-
erty taxes? Is a property tax appeal
right for you?

As the real estate market depreci-
ated over the last few
years, chances are that
your property taxes did
not likewise decrease.
As a taxpayer, you have
the right to appeal your
property tax assessment
and reduce your taxes.
A taxpayer considering
an appeal should un-
derstand that he/she
must prove that his/her
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be frozen
for three years, which
can amount to a con-
siderable amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in appeal-
ing your taxes is to present your claim
through an expert tax and legal advi-
sor with local knowledge. James M.
Foerst, Esq. is the principal of Spector

Foerst & Associates and has been
assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for more than a decade in
our local community. Mr. Foerst
brings with him his experience with

local government, a
knowledge of the mu-
nicipal budget process
and a record of success
in reducing property
taxes for his clients.

SAVE MONEY!
Make the sale of your
home more attractive.
Reduce the long-term
expenses associated
with your home . . . All
with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For
more information
about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
or get started with a

free consultation and review by call-
ing James M. Foerst at (973) 258-
9200.
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James M. Foerst

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

SPECIAL EVENT…A highlight of the year for Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl
Scouts is the annual “Me and My Guy Dance,” attended by girls with their
father or other special male adult. This year there were again three dances,
each giving Girl Scouts in a different age group a chance to get dressed up and
party with their friends. Food, prizes and dancing to music by a DJ were
featured at all three events. Girl Scouts in fourth grade and older, pictured
above, enjoyed the first dance, held at the end of January at Connell
Corporate Center in Berkeley Heights.

the 2-percent cap on property taxes,
saying the county should avoid
waivers the state allows in the cap
law.

Ms. Taylor said these include
health insurance, pensions, debt ser-
vice, capital improvements, social
services such as Welfare, and the
county college and vocational-tech-
nical schools systems.

The board also passed an ordi-
nance on second reading which Jo-
seph Graziano, director of the De-
partment of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities, said moves
the 13-employee Division of Hos-
pital Maintenance back under the
facilities division of his department,
where they were assigned prior to
when he joined the county in 2006.

He said this would give him more
flexibility as these workers could
now work on maintenance, such on
boilers, at all county buildings in-
cluding Runnells, thus also helping
to reduce overtime costs. Mr.
Graziano said the extra workers
would help make up for the loss of
50 positions as the result of layoffs
and/or elimination of unfilled posi-
tions in his department.

Tina Renna, president of the
Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, said the employees being
moved have total salaries of just
under $1 million. She questioned
whether the employees, many of
whom she called “politically con-
nected,” are being moved in ad-
vance of the sale of Runnells to
protect those workers.

“The word fraud comes to mind,”
Ms. Renna stated, alleging that these
workers would still be working at
Runnells, but be paid out of Mr.
Graziano’s department’s budget in-

stead of Runnells’ operating bud-
get.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son reasoned the county was mak-
ing the move “to make the bottom
line of the hospital look a little
better so you can get a better price
when you do sell it.”

“I can’t fault this shell game that’s
going on because the better price
that you get for the hospital, that’s
going back into the general fund, so
the taxpayers are getting an advan-
tage out of it,” Mr. Paterson said.

The board also approved an ordi-
nance to authorize the use of the
former Linden landfill as a Class B
recycling facility operated by the
City of Linden. The facility will be
allowed to accept up to 50 tons of
vegetative waste such as tree trunks,
stumps, branches, leaves and brush.
Freeholder Sullivan, who is em-
ployed as executive director of the
Union County Utilities Authority,
said the Linden facility would only
be open to Linden residents, al-
though it “probably would be
opened to private contractors to
bring that type of waste there.”
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Union County Freeholders

According to previous reports
given by Board Administrator
Deborah Saridaki, the tax levy for
2013-2014 is estimated at
$77,991,985. This number includes
the $1,678,758 in debt service for
the district. Mrs. Saridaki stated
that this would be a 2.11-percent
tax increase for Fanwood residents
and 1.47-percent tax increase for
Scotch Plains residents.

According to the March 6 pre-
sentation, state aid and other aid
was reported at $3,166,328, which
is a slight increase since last year.
However, it was noted by Mrs.
Saridaki that state grants that were
awarded many years ago are now
required to be paid back to the state.

Also included in Mrs. Saridaki’s
report was an increase in district
employee medical benefits by 15
percent as well as an 8-percent in-
crease in dental premiums. In addi-
tion, she noted that district utility
appropriations would increase by 6
percent.

At the start of the meeting, board
members honored two senior stu-
dent athletes. Taylor Sebolao from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Girls’ Varsity Basketball
Team was honored for her 1,000
career points that she made during
her time on the team. It was re-
ported that the 1,000th point was
made in the last two minutes of the
third quarter in a game on January
11 against Linden High School.

Mr. Whitehouse stated, “I wit-
nessed this 1,000th point being
made, and when it happened, the
whole team celebrated this victory.
It always struck me that even though

this was an individual’s achieve-
ment, it became a group success.
Everyone celebrated. You embraced
them and they embraced you. This
not only speaks to your character,
but the character of the team and
the coaching skills. It was a mo-
ment that made me proud to be part
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood com-
munity.”

Senior Anthony Tufaro was cel-
ebrated for his 100th career win as
part of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Varsity Wrestling Team.
His 100th career win occurred on
February 14. According to the BOE
resolution, Anthony’s level of suc-
cess has only happened a handful
of times in the history of the high
school.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes said, “I want to con-
gratulate our student athletes on
their accomplishments, but I want
to also congratulate them on their
tenacity to study hard and work on
their individual goals at the same
time. I also want to acknowledge
your parents. They helped build
your character that made you a suc-
cess on the field and in the class-
room.”

Mr. Whitehouse said both ath-
letes also were successful on other
teams. He stated that Taylor addi-
tionally was on the Varsity Girls’
Soccer Team and that Anthony was
on the Varsity Football Team.

The next BOE meeting will be
held tonight, March 21, at 7:30 p.m.
in the administration building at
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
in Scotch Plains, which is the pub-
lic hearing on the budget.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE the council in spite of one “no” vote
from Councilman Jack Molenaar.
Station AM 530 is slated for activa-
tion in mid-May 2013.

Councilman Anthony Parenti in-
formed the council that plans for a
new electronic sign “ran into…a
glitch,” in that the price had turned
out to be almost double the initial
estimate. He said that changes
would be made to bring the price
within reach, but the sign might not
be ready by Memorial Day as origi-
nally planned.

Borough Engineer Dominic
Carrino reported that the DPW roof
is complete. He also said
preconstruction meetings have been
held for Forest Road Park improve-
ments and the New Jersey Environ-
mental Infrastructure Trust (NJEIT)
project in the Glenwood Road area.

He said work on Farley Avenue
would go up for bid pending an
okay from the Department of Trans-
portation (DOT.) The design phase
for work on Hunter Avenue from
North Avenue to Watson Road and
Midway Avenue to the Scotch Plains
border is complete. Bidding for
Hunter Avenue roadwork will be
packaged with bidding for work on
Russell Road from Madison to Mid-
way Avenues.

Mr. Carrino also announced
progress on a longstanding initia-
tive to refurbish a 1940s caboose
that Fanwood acquired through a
$100,000 restoration grant from the
DOT in 2007. Estimates for resto-
ration totaled about triple the
amount of the grant, but efforts to
access additional funding have been
unsuccessful to-date.

The borough reached out for help
to Mike Russo, head of the DOT
committee that provided the grant.
Mr. Carrino reported that Mr. Russo
was “very optimistic, very forth-
coming, and said we should hear
something within a couple of
weeks.”

Mr. Molenaar gave an update on
the downtown development area.
He said that Elite Properties would
apply, at the planning board’s next
meeting, to build additional
Fanwood Crossing properties. An-
other tenant, Be Craftful,  a
children’s crafts company, will join
the current Fanwood Crossing
building, along with Mara’s Bak-
ery.

Councilman Kevin Boris in-
formed the council that the roof on
the pavilion at LaGrande Park,
which was damaged by a fallen tree
during Hurricane Sandy, would be
replaced soon. A new roof is sched-
uled to arrive in the first week of
April, and installation will follow
soon thereafter.

The council approved a resolu-
tion to apply to the Union County
Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Miti-
gation Plan for two new generators,
one for the public works building
and one for police headquarters.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell alerted citizens to a forth-
coming survey to be included with
the next Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library letter.

She said the library faces in-

creased circulation with aging tech-
nology, inadequate programming
space and insufficient accessibility
for the disabled. The survey will
help the library board to consider
whether to pursue major renova-
tions, minor fixes, or perhaps to
“try once again to merge libraries
with Scotch Plains without a new
building,” she said.

In other news, Margaret
Chowdhury, developer of the
Fanwood Nature Center’s butterfly
garden, was named Volunteer of the
Month.

Dean Talcott and Bob McCarthy
announced Clean Community Day
would be held on Saturday, April 20.

Joan Skubish, president of the Col-
lege Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains,
which provides scholarship money
for female college students, accepted
the council’s recognition of the club’s
80th anniversary.

Sixth graders Victoria
Domiciano, Olivia Barcia and
Quinn Kekelis presented their ser-
vice learning project, calling on the
council to add sidewalks to Madi-
son Avenue to protect pedestrians
during school drop-off and pickup
hours.

Local Girl Scouts led the pledge of
allegiance to commemorate Girl Scout
Week, which ended on March 16.

The next public meeting of the
Fanwood Borough Council will be
Tuesday, April 16, at 7:30 p.m.
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Fanwood Council
cil was again having to recruit a
new manager. He called the accep-
tance of the resignation “the worst
decision” he has seen in his 27
months on the governing body. He
accused the council of “meddling”
and called the removal of Mr.
Underhill a “disservice” to the
former manager and to township
employees.

“Perhaps the people who
prompted his resignation should
explain why he’s no longer here,”
stated Mr. Marcus, concluding his
comments with repeated attempts
to compel Mayor Kevin Glover to
speak about the reasons for Mr.
Underhill’s resignation. The mayor
chose not to make any comments.

Mr. Underhill will be paid 18
weeks’ salary as part of his agree-
ment to resign, a higher level than the
three months called for in state stat-
ute. Township Attorney Judy Verrone
explained that the 18-week provision
was part of the agreed-upon settle-
ment between Mr. Underhill and the
township government.

No formal action was taken to
name an acting manager until a per-
manent replacement is named, but
in previous interim periods, town-
ship Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta

has shared those duties with Town-
ship Clerk Bonnie Lacina and, in
2009, Madeline Rutkowski, the ex-
ecutive assistant in the manager’s
office.

The mayor said the position will
be posted on the website of the New
Jersey State League of Municipali-
ties, and expressed his hope that the
council could have the names of
interested individuals in hand by
Thursday, April 11. Both Council-
men Marcus and Vastine felt that
date – just three weeks away – was
too short a time frame.

Since the retirement of long-time
manager Thomas Atkins in August
2008, three individuals have served
in that position – Michael
Capabianco, who served from Sep-
tember 2008 until his abrupt resig-
nation in February 2009; Christo-
pher Marion, who served from June
2009 until he resigned a year ago to
take a similar post elsewhere, and
then Mr. Underhill. Given the turn-
over in the position in the past four
years, Mayor Glover was asked
early this week if he thought that
might hinder the recruitment of a
new administrator. “I don’t buy into
that,” he told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.
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Scotch Plains Manager

Photo courtsey of Tom Kranz
RECOGNITION OF SERVICE...Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell, center, gives
framed prints of the Fanwood Train Station to Volunteer of the Month, Margaret
Chowdhury, developer of the Fanwood Nature Center’s butterfly garden, and
Joan Skubish, president of the College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, which
provides scholarship money for female college students, in recognition of the
club’s 80th anniversary.

June bulky waste collection that is
funded entirely by the purchase of
permits by homeowners wishing to
dispose of large household items.

The council gave its approval to
special use permits allowing the
Darby Road Public House & Res-
taurant and the Stage House Res-
taurant to place tables and chairs on
the sidewalk in front of their estab-
lishments during the warmer
weather months to provide al fresco
dining for their patrons.

At the urging of Deputy Mayor
Colleen Gialanella, it was agreed
that standards will be instituted for
the types of tables and chairs that
can be used by any dining estab-
lishments wishing to follow suit so
they are sturdy enough and not
merely “folding chairs and tables”
that might cheapen the overall ap-
pearance of the downtown.

The council named John Thomp-
son and Philip Wiener as Scotch
Plains’ representatives to the Cour-
age to Reconnect Scotch Plains/
Fanwood municipal consolidation
study commission.

At the start of the meeting, Coun-
cilman Louis Beckerman read a
proclamation designating this week
as Girl Scouts Week in honor of the
101st anniversary of the founding
of that organization. About a dozen
members of Girl Scout Troop No.
158 – including the daughter of the
deputy mayor – led the council in
the flag salute and then distributed
Girl Scout cookies to the governing
body.
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SP Council

Photo courtesy of Alice Campbell
COINCIDENCE...While vacationing in Naples, Fla. last week,  Alice Campbell
of Westfield took photos of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. To her surprise, her
neighbor, Tom Sloan of Westfield, was caught on film in the parade.
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