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IRISH JIG...A dancer from the Marie Moore School of Irish Dance perform at the Darby Road Public House & Restaurant’s
St. Patrick’s Day event in Scotch Plains on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
IT’S OFFICIAL…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr does the honors at the ribbon-
cutting ceremony for Oh’ Brian’s Pourhouse on March 14. Pictured, left to right,
are: Brian Walter, Oh’Brian’s co-owner; Mike Fleming, Mayor of Shannon,
County Clare, Ireland; Mayor Mahr; Brian Costello, Oh’Brian’s co-owner; Nancy
Yewaisis, Mayor Mahr’s mother; Jay Rice, Union County Emerald Society, and
Oh’Brian’s servers Colleen Anderson and Stephanie Kidd.
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LUCK OF THE IRISH...Bagpipers lead the way down Morris Avenue in the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade held Saturday in Union.

PROP HELP...Killing Lincoln, a docudrama on the National Geographic Chan-
nel, is enhanced in the scene shown above with a portrait donated by Bill Sanders,
formerly of Mountainside and now of Bernardsville. Mr. Sanders is founder and
executive director of Portraits of Patriots, which is dedicated to placing portraits
of George Washington back into schools throughout the country. See
georgewashingtonportrait.net.

Freeholders Introduce
Budget; Hearing Tonight

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders intro-
duced a nearly $500-million budget
last Thursday that calls for a $19.2-
million increase in county taxes.
The spending plan will now go to
the freeholders’ fiscal affairs com-
mittee, which has scheduled budget
hearings with department heads to-
night, March 21, and Thursday, April
4, beginning at 5 p.m. each evening
in the county administration build-
ing in Elizabeth.

Bibi Taylor, finance director, said
the document is identical to the
$506.4-million executive budget re-
leased a few weeks ago by County
Manager Al Faella, with the excep-
tion of $11.9 million in grants. She
said those grants could not be in-
cluded until they are received later
this year. She said the freeholders
would vote to amend the budget
when that money is received by the
county.

“This is not the final budget, but
rather a work in progress that the
fiscal affairs committee and free-
holder board will work to amend
before final adoption later this
spring,” Mr. Faella said in a state-
ment he read Thursday.

He said the county has commis-
sioned studies at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital, the county jail and
Watchung Stables. The firm that con-
ducted the Runnells’ study has rec-
ommended the county either lease
or sell the Berkeley Heights facility
as the county currently is subsidiz-
ing Runnells at $17 million a year.

“No decisions have been made,
[and] discussions are continuing,”
Mr. Faella said regarding the future

of Runnells.
Mr. Faella said a study conducted

by Florida-based Luminosity has
helped the county reduce its daily
inmate population at the jail to 700,
a 17-percent or 200-prisoner de-
cline, saving the county $500,000
in food and medical costs.

In an effort to make up $975,000
in lost revenues after Bergen
County stopped leasing beds at the
Union County Juvenile Detention
Center in Linden, the county is
looking to lease the former juve-
nile detention center located in
Elizabeth as a correctional facility.

Mr. Faella said the county hopes
to reduce its health-insurance costs,
budgeted at $49 million or $3.4
million over last year, through ne-
gotiations with employee unions.
He said 19 of the county’s 22 bar-
gaining units have expiring con-
tracts this year.

He said a $6-million increase to
$57.2 million in debt service was
for “much needed public invest-
ments” such as Union County Col-
lege, Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools, transportation
infrastructure, the county parks
system and the “state-mandated
family court” building currently
under construction in Elizabeth.

The county also had a $1 million
expense from Hurricane Sandy.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, chair-
man of the fiscal affairs commit-
tee, urged department heads and
unions, as well as Mr. Faella, “to
seek efficiencies aimed at avoiding
layoffs.”

Summit Councilman Tom
Getzendanner questioned why the
freeholders could not stay within
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SP-F BOE Uses $300K In
Cap. Funds to Buy Property

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) last Thursday agreed to
approve a motion that will allow a
$300,000 transfer from its capital
reserve account for the purchase of
a Terrill Road property to the right
of Terrill Middle School.

Officials said $10,000 of that
amount would be used for the re-
quired fees for the purchase of the
property, with the balance to be
used for demolition of the house
that currently occupies the site. The
final vote for the motion is sched-
uled for the board meeting tonight,
March 21, beginning at 8 p.m.

Board members approved the pur-
chase in a 6-1 vote at the February
21 BOE meeting.

According to Board President
Trip Whitehouse, the property is
almost one acre. The district is plan-

ning to tear down the house on the
property. Board members said last
month that there were many uses
for the property and that the pur-
chase was an opportunity to ac-
quire additional land.

Mr. Whitehouse said there was
the potential to use the new prop-
erty to house the administrative of-
fices for the district, which would
free up potential instructional space
for Evergreen Elementary School.

Last month, board member Betty
Anne Woerner voted against pur-
chasing the property. Board mem-
bers David Gorbunoff and BOE
Vice-President Nancy Bauer were
not present to vote.

In other business, board mem-
bers are scheduled to give their fi-
nal approval of the 2013-2014
school budget, which was first ap-
proved at a March 6 special budget
meeting.
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Council Divided As SP Seeks
Fifth Manager In Five Years

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The search
for a new township manager be-
gins with the Scotch Plains Coun-
cil divided over the process that led
to last week’s resignation of Henry
Underhill ,  the municipal
government’s fourth township
manager since 2008.

After the council met in execu-
tive session for 90 minutes last
Wednesday, the governing body,
by a 4-1 vote, publicly passed a
resolution accepting Mr.
Underhill’s resignation after six
months of service. Reasons for his
exit were unspecified, but in recent
weeks, one particular matter of

concern between some of the coun-
cil and Mr. Underhill was the slow
pace of the cleanup of debris from
Superstorm Sandy that has been
stored at the former Terry-Lou Zoo
site.

Republican Councilman William
Vastine voted against the resolu-
tion accepting the resignation, echo-
ing Democratic Councilman
Michael Marcus, who while voting
to accept the resignation had
deemed it “a sad day” for Scotch

Plains.
Mr. Marcus expanded his senti-

ments at Tuesday’s council meet-
ing when he said Mr. Underhill’s
departure “was not a resignation by
any stretch of the imagination.” Mr.
Underhill, he stated, had been
“forced to offer his resignation” by
the majority of council members.
Mr. Marcus called the maneuverings
“political” and said he was “ap-
palled and outraged” that the coun-
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FW Council Approves Shared
Emergency Radio Station
By CATHERINE WATSON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Borough Council on Tuesday night
addressed litigation regarding pol-
lution in the Passaic River, approved
a shared emergency radio station
with Scotch Plains and reviewed
the status of downtown develop-
ment and other improvement
projects throughout the borough.
The council also formally recog-
nized several community members,
organizations and events.

The council tentatively approved
settlement of what is known as the
“Passaic River Litigation.” Several
companies that were sued by the
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) in 2005 for polluting

the Passaic River responded by
countersuing municipalities and
other New Jersey entities which they
said also had polluted the river and
should help bear cleanup costs.

In consultation with the DEP,
Fanwood and other municipalities
in the suit are opting to settle with
those companies out of court in
order to avoid “enormous amounts
of costs for defense litigation,” ac-
cording to Borough Attorney Den-
nis Estis.

Fanwood’s $95,000 settlement
will be paid by the borough’s insur-
ance, he said.

A resolution to approve an emer-
gency radio station to be shared
with Scotch Plains was passed by
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SP Sewer Rates to Remain Stable;
Council Approves Al Fresco Dining

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Sewer util-
ity rates this year are expected to
remain basically the same as last
year, according to Assistant Town-
ship Engineer Joseph Timko, who
told the Scotch Plains Township
Council on Tuesday that some
$480,000 in utility surplus will be
used to maintain the 2013 rates.

The council at its regular meet-
ing approved a resolution formally
setting the 2014 rates, which will
be $0.007 per gallon after the first
27,500 gallons for non-residential
properties; $0.00025 per gallon af-
ter the first 27,500 gallons for resi-
dential properties; and $0.00025 per
gallon after the first 27,500 gallons

for apartment complexes.
The council on Tuesday gave its

final approval to a redevelopment
agreement between the municipal
government and NJ Golf Partners
regarding the development of age-
restricted housing on a portion of
the Shackamaxon Country Club
property and the maintaining of the
country club as a golf course for at
least the next five years. The agree-
ment, noted attorney Frank Regan,
who was hired by the township to
represent the municipality, is the
result of a settlement of litigation
that was approved in September
2011 and just recently examined by
the council.

He noted that the agreement in-
cludes a deed restriction that the

golf course remain so for at least
the next five years. There also is a
greater commitment by the devel-
opers to complete an access road
from the development site to
Lambert’s Mill Road. The devel-
opers’ payments to the township
for affordable housing purposes and
for business district improvements
will be expidited.

Saying that he detected some am-
biguity in the language setting out
the deed restriction, Councilman
Michael Marcus asked that the lan-
guage in that regard be made more
ironclad to ensure that the five-year
period cannot be altered.

The council agreed to put off for-
mal introduction of the proposed
budget of the Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corporation (SPMC) after
SPMC Board Chairman Dominick
Verdic asked for additional time for
the organization to review its op-
tions in view of the fact that there
will be no assessments on commer-
cial property owners this year. The
budget of about $59,000 was to be
introduced this week and then voted
upon next month, but Mr. Verdic
told the council on Tuesday night
that he had not yet seen the budget
and was unsure if the SPMC board
wished to expend the entire $59,000
this year or split that sum in half,
with the other $29,500 saved for
expenses in 2014.

Earlier, SPMC Treasurer Thomas
Russo – calling the assessment sus-
pension “a foregone conclusion”
despite his own opposition to the
move – said much of the budget
would be earmarked for unspeci-
fied “beautification” projects in the
downtown business district. He also
said the SPMC’s magazine will be
published at least two times this
year.

The council awarded a contract of
$100,000 to Republic Services of
New Jersey, LLC, also known as
Midco Waste Systems, to handle the
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