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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Photo courtesy of Alice Campbell
COINCIDENCE...While vacationing in Naples, Fla. last week, Westfielder Alice
Campbell took photos of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. To her surprise, her
neighbor, Tom Sloan of Westfield, was caught on film in the parade.

Photo courtesy of Keith Hertell
HALL OF FAME...The Westfield School Boosters last week held their annual
Hall of Fame dinner/dance at the Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch Plains.
This year, Keith Hertell and Nick Gismondi  were inducted into the Hall. Pictured
with Keith is his wife, Kathleen; daughter, Kerry Lynne, and son, Darren.

Photo courtesy of Louis Iacoponi
PINEWOOD DERBY...Westfield Cub Scout Pack No. 270 races their hand-made
cars in the Patriots’ Path Council Pinewood Derby held Saturday.

physics from the University of Illi-
nois and a Ph.D. in electrical engi-
neering from the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. During 20 years
of doing industrial research and de-
velopment, I was a researcher, prod-
uct development engineer, manager
of development teams, and a techni-
cal director for major corporations. I
have been involved in building and
writing business plans, sales fore-
casts, and capital expense justifica-
tions. I now teach electrical engi-
neering at NJIT.

Twenty-one years ago my wonder-
ful beautiful wife, Dana Stevens, and
I bought our home on Shackamaxon
Drive in Westfield. We had one tod-
dler and another child on the way.
We’ve seen both children through the
joys and excitement of elementary
school, the agonies and achievements
of middle school, the seriousness of
high school and the stress of apply-
ing for college.

I taught Sunday school at the Uni-
tarian Church in Summit, helped
coach my daughter’s softball team,
became president of the high school

ice hockey association and helped
raise our children and make our house
a loving home.

Now that our son is a graduate of
the U.S. Naval Academy and serving
on a destroyer in the Pacific and our
daughter is a junior at NYU, I have
the time and energy to devote myself
to giving back to our wonderful com-
munity.

If you and your neighbors give me
the opportunity, I promise I will be a
full-time mayor and make every de-
cision with the best interests of our
entire community in mind. I ask for
your vote in this election regardless
of whether you are registered as a
Democrat, a Republican or an Inde-
pendent. We all need to work to-
gether, with respect for our differ-
ences and appreciation of what we
share in common.

For more information, to volunteer
or to make a donation to my cam-
paign, please visit
www.davehaas4mayor.com.

Councilman David Haas
Westfield
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David Haas

residents to charge cell phones or
other portable devices.

Fire Chief Dan Kelly, who is also
the town’s emergency management
coordinator, said the center has ver-
satile uses in that it can operate the
town’s 9-1-1 center, add capacity to
the 9-1-1 center, and it can be moved
to a safe location in a time of crisis.
He said that the town’s emergency
professionals meet before a com-
ing storm, come up with an action
plan and then have roundtable dis-
cussions after the event to discuss
what went right, what went wrong
and how the town can improve its
response.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
stressed to The Westfield Leader that
the center is being purchased for the
fire department, police and rescue
squad, and that all three agencies
were consulted before the town made
the decision to purchase the center.

Mr. Gildea said the town cannot
afford to lose their ability to answer
9-1-1 calls and that town hall was
without power for 10 days follow-
ing Hurricane Sandy, running only
on a back-up generator. If the po-
lice department were to flood, or
have a gas leak, the new command
center can run the town’s 9-1-1 lines
with the flip of a switch allowing
for no lapse in medical, police and
fire emergency response.

Police Chief Dave Wayman told
The Leader that the center also has
the ability to light all of downtown
if it was parked at East Broad Street
and Central Avenue. He said that
Delaware Street was out of power
the longest following Hurricane
Sandy; and that the unit could have
been deployed there and staffed by
an officer to “give residents a sense
of security” and prevent any crimi-
nal mischief.

Chief Wayman also said that given
the difficulty in getting around town
due to downed trees and wires, the
center could have been used as a
second police precinct for parts of
town that were basically inacces-
sible. He said that the purchase of
the center is a way of “enhancing
our public safety and our emer-
gency preparedness.” Adding that
Westfield is the fifth largest town in
Union County and, “with that comes

a responsibility…we must prepare
today for the challenges of tomor-
row.”

The cost of a command center for
the size Westfield is buying typi-
cally lists for between $400,000
and $500,000, but Chief Wayman
has negotiated Westfield’s price fol-
lowing a recent demonstration for
safety professionals at the Westfield
National Guard Armory.

The new generator for the DPW,
which currently has no back-up
power, will run on a combination of
natural gas and diesel fuel. The gen-
erator will be able to power the
phone lines to allow residents to
contact the department in the event
of a power outage and also allow
the town’s gas pumps to be run. The
DPW houses both regular fuel and
diesel fuel pumps to supply all emer-
gency vehicles along with DPW
vehicles.

Resident John Blake was the only
member of the public to speak on
the ordinance, questioning the need
for the purchase of the command
center. He also said that the com-
ments made at a previous meeting
regarding Westfield’s need to be
able to take care of itself during
emergencies was contrary to previ-
ous statements about mutual aid
being acceptable for use in fighting
fires. He said he hoped the council
would see fit to spend more funds
on additional staff for the fire de-
partment.

Mr. Gildea said Mr. Blake was
“comparing apples and oranges” in
that when a fire strikes in Westfield
other departments are able to assist,
but when a natural disaster strikes
each town has to deal with their
own residents. He added that none
of the surrounding towns, with the
possible exception of Elizabeth, has
enough firefighters on duty at one
time to fight a fire without relying
on mutual aid.

In terms of getting emergency
information out to its residents,
Westfield has a radio station, AM
1690. The antennae was damaged
during Hurricane Sandy, but has
now been repaired. It typically plays
NOAA (National Oceanic And At-
mospheric Administration), but can
broadcast recorded messages.
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Westfield BOE Announces
$96.4-Mil. 2013-14 Budget

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education, at its Tuesday
evening meeting, heard Business Ad-
ministrator Dana Sullivan present
budget highlights and a PowerPoint
presentation of the 2013-2014 school
budget, which has been approved by
the Union County Executive
Superintendent’s office, a state office
within the Department of Education.

The total budget amount for this year
is $96,402,166. The local tax levy will
be $86,360,678, which Ms. Sullivan
said is below the state adjusted cap by
$479,294. The state aid is the same as
last year, $353,654, she said. The entire
budget was published in The Westfield
Leader on March 14. The public hear-
ing and final adoption of the budget
will be held tonight, Thursday, March
21, at 7:30 p.m. at Westfield High
School, located at 550 Dorian Road.

Joseph Malanga, the district’s anti-
bullying coordinator and the principal
of Wilson Elementary School, gave a
PowerPoint presentation and an oral
report to the board on the progress of
the state-mandated anti-bullying pro-
gram instituted two years ago.

Mr. Malanga said the district is fol-
lowing state guidelines by reporting and
investigating all incidents of violence,
vandalism and substance abuse. He said
he confirmed that cases of harassment,
intimidation and bullying (HIB) have
significantly declined since the program
has been in place and that there is an anti-
bullying specialist (ABS) in each of the
district’s 10 schools. “A week of respect
will be held in October,” he said.

The BOE’S finance committee asked
the board to approve withdrawals from
the maintenance reserve account to fund
the following projects: Computer room
carpeting at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, $8,526, and to refinish wood
flooring at the same school, $13,000;
counter tops and faucets at Franklin
Elementary School, $14,000; ceiling
tiles and lighting at McKinley Elemen-
tary School, $7,377; ceiling tiles and
lighting at Franklin Elementary School,
$8,472, and upgrades to the HVAC at
Edison Intermediate School, $6,455, for

a total of $57,931. The board also ap-
proved a five-year contract with
Fibertech Networks for the lease of pri-
vate fiber at a rate of $11,000 per month.

The board announced that Friday,
April 12, is the new extended deadline
for nominations for the 21st annual
Charles Philhower Fellowship Award,
designated for a full-time elementary-
school teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools. Letters of interest are invited
from citizens, parents, students and
district staff members and should be
sent to: Charles Philhower Fellowship
Committee of the Westfield Rotary
Club, c/o the Office of the Superinten-
dent of Schools, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Nominations
also can be e-mailed to
rotaryphilhower@westfieldnjk12.org.

The board congratulated students
who achieved 800 on their SATs.
They include Thomas Pyle, Rachel
Fan and Patrick Harris for Math;
Adam Ladj for Math 2, and Matthew
Lupino for Writing.

The BOE announced that McKinley
Elementary School fourth-grade stu-
dent Alexandra Brennan’s painting,
entitled “Abstraction,” has been selected
for display at the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education building in Trenton.
Alexandra is the youngest of 13 artists
chosen from more than 50 candidates
for the display. Her art teacher is Alison
Hooper-Korkuch.

In other business, BOE Vice-Presi-
dent Rosanne Kurstedt said  the Union
County Clerk’s Office has announced
that Westfield Board of Education can-
didates must file petitions, in person,
before 4 p.m. on Tuesday, June 4, at 2
Broad Street, Room 113, in Elizabeth.
Information is available at ucnj.org.
District board members whose terms
are expiring are Brendan Galligan,
Ginny Leiz and Mitch Slater. They
have not yet announced their inten-
tions to run for reelection, she said.

Ms. Kurstedt announced the district’s
spring break would be Saturday, March
23, through Saturday, March 30.

The next regular board of education
meeting will be Tuesday, April 9, at
7:30 p.m. at the Administration Build-
ing, located at 302 Elm Street.

200-prisoner decline, saving the county
$500,000 in food and medical costs.

In an effort to make up $975,000 in
lost revenues after Bergen County
stopped leasing beds at the Union
County Juvenile Detention Center in
Linden, the county is looking to lease
the former juvenile detention center
located in Elizabeth as a correctional
facility.

Mr. Faella said the county hopes to
reduce its health-insurance costs, bud-
geted at $49 million or $3.4 million
over last year, through negotiations
with employee unions. He said 19 of
the county’s 22 bargaining units have
expiring contracts this year.

He said a $6.5-million increase to
$57.2 million in debt service was for
“much needed public investments” such
as Union County College, Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools,
transportation infrastructure, the county
parks system and the “state-mandated
family court” building currently under
construction in Elizabeth.

The county also had a $1 million
expense from Hurricane Sandy.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, chairman
of the fiscal affairs committee, urged
department heads and unions, as well
as Mr. Faella, “to seek efficiencies aimed
at avoiding layoffs.”

Summit Councilman Tom
Getzendanner questioned why the free-
holders could not stay within the 2-
percent cap on property taxes, saying
the county should avoid waivers the
state allows in the cap law.

Ms. Taylor said these include health
insurance, pensions, debt service, capi-
tal improvements, social services such
as Welfare, and the county college and
vocational-technical schools systems.

The board also passed an ordinance
on second reading which Joseph
Graziano, director of the Department
of Engineering, Public Works and Fa-
cilities, said moves the 13-employee
Division of Hospital Maintenance back
under the facilities division of his de-
partment, where they were assigned

prior to when he joined the county in
2006.

He said this would give him more
flexibility as these workers could now
work on maintenance, such on boilers,
at all county buildings including
Runnells, thus also helping to reduce
overtime costs. Mr. Graziano said the
extra workers would help make up for
the loss of 50 positions as the result of
layoffs and/or elimination of unfilled
positions in his department.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, said the
employees being moved have total sala-
ries of just under $1 million. She ques-
tioned whether the employees, many
of whom she called “politically con-
nected,” are being moved in advance of
the sale of Runnells to protect those
workers.

“The word fraud comes to mind,”
Ms. Renna stated, alleging that these
workers would still be working at
Runnells, but be paid out of Mr.
Graziano’s department’s budget instead
of Runnells’ operating budget.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
reasoned the county was making the
move “to make the bottom line of the
hospital look a little better so you can
get a better price when you do sell it.”

“I can’t fault this shell game that’s
going on because the better price that
you get for the hospital, that’s going
back into the general fund, so the tax-
payers are getting an advantage out of
it,” Mr. Paterson said.

The board also approved an ordi-
nance to authorize the use of the former
Linden landfill as a Class B recycling
facility operated by the City of Linden.
The facility will be allowed to accept up
to 50 tons of vegetative waste such as
tree trunks, stumps, branches, leaves
and brush. Freeholder Sullivan, who is
employed as executive director of the
Union County Utilities Authority, said
the Linden facility would only be open
to Linden residents, although it “prob-
ably would be opened to private con-
tractors to bring that type of waste there.”
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ing to the planning board with a con-
forming subdivision application.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion that allows for the state to deduct
$95,000 from state aid payments as
part of a consent judgment to settle
the lawsuit entitled New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion v. Occidental Chemical Corpo-
ration. This lawsuit stems from pol-
luted waterways and Westfield, along
with other towns, was brought into
the suit as a third party municipality.

Home demolition permits were also
granted for 19 Carol Road and 756
Warren Street.
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Dominic Lagano for The Westfield Leader
MONTHLY MEETING…The Mountainside Borough Council conducts busi-
ness at its monthly public meeting Tuesday night.

the municipal clerks of the munici-
palities that adjoin the borough.

In other news, the council approved
a resolution regarding the municipal
budget for 2013.

“This is the municipal budget no-
tice,” Mayor Mirabelli said. “The
Mountainside Mayor and council do
hereby approve the budget and tax
resolution for the year 2013.”

No figures were released for this
year’s budget. Mountainside
municipal’s budget for 2012 was
$11,464,301.

A public hearing on the budget is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 16, at
8 p.m., at the Mountainside Borough
Hall.

The council next approved a raffle
applications from the Center of
Hope Hospice for an on-premise
50/50 draw raffle, an off premise
draw raffle and an on-premise draw
raffle.

The council also approved raffle
applications from the Lions Eye
Bank of New Jersey for two on-
premise draw raffles as well as an

application from the Mountainside
Education Foundation (MEF) for an
on-premise 50/50 draw raffle.

The next borough council meeting
open to the public is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 2, at 8 p.m., at the
Mountainside Borough Hall.
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