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WF Councilman David Haas
Announces Bid for Mayor

My name is Dave Haas and I am
running for mayor of Westfield. I am
running to help make Westfield an
even better place to live than it is. We
are all proud that Westfield has excel-
lent schools, a vibrant downtown,
beautiful parks, and caring, intelli-
gent and skilled neighbors. But like
other very successful
communities, Westfield
needs a town government
dedicated to promoting
openness, transparency
and the active involve-
ment of every member
of our community, re-
gardless of political party
or affiliation, in meeting
the new and sometimes
unexpected challenges
we will face in the years
ahead.

With eight years of
experience as a Westfield town coun-
cilman, I believe I have the experi-
ence, the integrity and the vision
needed to lead our town, to build on
its strengths, foster an even stronger
sense of community and keep
Westfield one of New Jersey’s very
best places to live.

For eight years I have served on the
Town Council diligently represent-

ing the residents of the Third Ward
with integrity, good humor, and inde-
pendence. I know first-hand how im-
portant it is to have a mayor dedicated
to representing all of the neighbor-
hoods and residents of our commu-
nity. We need to be fiscally respon-
sible and spend your tax dollars in the

best way possible for pre-
serving and enhancing
every resident’s quality
of life.

I “bring to the table” a
deep personal under-
standing about the need
to have a society that not
only respects our differ-
ences, but strives to be
inclusive. My grandpar-
ents were killed in
Auschwitz. My father
fought for democracy
and against Nazism in

World War II. My mother was the first
woman to graduate MIT with a Ph.D.
in mathematics. Raised in a small
town in Indiana by such parents, I
grew up appreciating the value of
hard work, helping others in need,
and assuming personal responsibil-
ity.

I earned a degree in engineering

David Haas
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A SEARCH FOR SELF...Surrounded by the ensemble, a fanged and pointy-eared Bat Boy (Matt Lynn) searches to find
that “the beast inside” is not an animal, but rather his true self. The vocally challenging role saw Matt scaling octaves in
the Westfield High School production of Bat Boy: The Musical, directed by John Brzozowski. See story on page 24.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
LUCK OF THE IRISH...Bagpipers lead the way down Morris Avenue in the
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade held Saturday in Union.

PROP HELP...Killing Lincoln, a docudrama on the National Geographic Chan-
nel, is enhanced in the scene shown above with a portrait donated by Bill Sanders,
formerly of Mountainside and now of Bernardsville. Mr. Sanders is founder and
executive director of Portraits of Patriots, which is dedicated to placing portraits
of George Washington back into schools throughout the country. See
georgewashingtonportrait.net/.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
PINEWOOD DERBY...Westfield Cub Scouts in first through fifth grades race
their hand-made cars in the Patriots’ Path Pinewood Derby held Saturday.

Freeholders Introduce
Budget; Hearing Tonight

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders intro-
duced a nearly $500-million budget
last Thursday that calls for a $19.2-
million increase in county taxes. The
spending plan will now go to the free-
holders’ fiscal affairs committee, which
has scheduled budget hearings with
department heads tonight, March 21,
and Thursday, April 4, beginning at 5
p.m. each evening in the county admin-
istration building in Elizabeth.

Bibi Taylor, finance director, said the
document is identical to the $506.4-
million executive budget released a
few weeks ago by County Manager Al
Faella, with the exception of $11.9
million in grants. She said those grants
could not be included until they are
received later this year. She said the
freeholders would vote to amend the
budget when that money is received by

the county.
“This is not the final budget, but

rather a work in progress that the fiscal
affairs committee and freeholder board
will work to amend before final adop-
tion later this spring,” Mr. Faella said in
a statement he read Thursday.

He said the county has commis-
sioned studies at Runnells Specialized
Hospital, the county jail and Watchung
Stables. The firm that conducted the
Runnells’ study has recommended the
county either lease or sell the Berkeley
Heights facility as the county currently
is subsidizing Runnells at $17 million
a year.

“No decisions have been made, [and]
discussions are continuing,” Mr. Faella
said regarding the future of Runnells.

Mr. Faella said a study conducted by
Florida-based Luminosity has helped
the county reduce its daily inmate popu-
lation at the jail to 700, a 17-percent or
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Westfield Council OKs Purchase
Of Generator, Command Center

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Following sev-
eral round-table discussions on how
the Town of Westfield can be better
prepared in disasters and other
emergencies, the town is in the pro-
cess of purchasing a mobile com-
mand center and a permanent gen-
erator for the Department of Public
Works (DPW) facility.

On Tuesday night, the council
passed an ordinance, by a vote of 6-
1, which allocates $360,000 for the
purchases. The command center
will cost $249,000, the generator’s
price listed at $75,000, and a trans-
fer switch allowing 9-1-1 commu-
nications to be moved to the com-
mand center from town hall will
make up the rest of the cost.

Councilman Dave Haas voted
against the ordinance, and Coun-
cilwomen JoAnn Neylan and Vicki
Kimmins were absent.

Councilman Haas said that while
he voted for the ordinance on first
reading two weeks ago, he had sec-
ond thoughts about the purchase of
the command center. He said that
while he believes the purchase of a

generator for the DPW is “abso-
lutely necessary,” he thinks that a
mobile generator would be a better
purchase than the command center.

“I am not convinced of the need
for this item,” he said, citing other
financial needs such as road repair
and the repairs of Sid Fey and
Houlihan fields.

The mobile command center will
be a 30-foot trailer that houses four
9-1-1 dispatch stations with the ca-
pability to plug in 12 portable ra-
dios. The trailer also has a confer-
ence room with a table that folds
down in order to convert it to a first
aid station; and the ability to allow
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Westfield Council OK’s $38.5-Mil.
Budget; Taxes to Rise $90 on Average

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council presented and ap-
proved on first reading the $38.5-
million 2013 municipal budget dur-
ing Tuesday night’s meeting.

While the budget is up over $1.5
million from last year’s spending plan,
the town remains under the state-
mandated 2 percent cap. The average
Westfield home assessed at $180,500
will see an increase of approximately
$90 for the year for municipal ser-
vices.

Councilman Sam Della Fera said
the finance committee planned to “not
only meet the 2-percent levy cap…but
beat that” and that they did so by
staying under the cap for all items,

including those they are allowed to
exclude.

Overall salaries and wages are
down $129,049 for 2013, which bring
the total to 2005 levels.

One large increase is a
$226,000 budget increase
for the Department of
Public Works. The large
increase was caused by
the clean-up costs associ-
ated with Hurricane
Sandy. While the town
has applied for FEMA
(Federal Emergency
Management Agency)
funding, they do not yet
know how much, or when, they will
receive any funds.

The town was also able to cut health

insurance costs by $273,000 by
changing co-pays and deductible
amounts for employees.

Approximately $1.5 million will
be collected from resi-
dents in sewer utility fees
to offset the $3.5-million
bill from the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Author-
ity. In addition to sala-
ries, pension costs, and
health insurance, the
town will also spend
$338,000 on crossing
guards, $103,600 on re-
cycling, $350,000 on
street lights, and

$235,000 on leaf pick up. Nearly 17
percent of each resident’s total tax
bill goes to the municipality with the
rest going to the county, the local
school board and library.

The entire budget and the
PowerPoint presentation given at
Tuesday night’s meeting will be avail-
able on the town’s website later this
week.

During the public comments por-
tion of the meeting, former resident
Erin Kelly, who was visibly shaking
during her time at the microphone,
said that there “seems to be a barrier
in filing a complaint” against
Westfield police officers. She told the
council that she is a cousin of one of
Westfield’s officers, and graduated
high school with another, and while
she did not elaborate on the nature of
her complaint, Ms. Kelly said that a
friend of hers who is a prosecutor
advised her to file a complaint with
the state Attorney General’s office.

Mayor Skibitsky stated that the
town encourages residents to bring
misconduct to the proper channels.
Mr. Gildea said that Police Chief
Dave Wayman would speak to her in
private.

Ms. Kelly, carrying a large file with
her, then went into the council con-
ference room with Chief Wayman
and Police Lieutenant Chris Battiloro.

In other business, the council
passed a resolution authorizing ap-
proval of a settlement of the lawsuit
entitled Mark Angelo v. Planning
Board of the Town of Westfield. The
lawsuit stemmed from the planning
board’s denial of Mr. Angelo’s appli-
cation for a subdivision on Prospect
Street. According to Town Attorney
Russ Finestein, the lawsuit is being
withdrawn because Mr. Angelo has
purchased additional property on
Prospect Street and will be re-apply-
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MS Authorizes Planning Bd.
To Reexamine Master Plan

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
regular public meeting Tuesday night,
the Mountainside Borough Council
approved a resolution, known as the
Periodic Re-examination of the Mas-
ter Plan and Zoning Ordinance.

The borough’s Master Plan, a blue-
print for the continued development
of the borough, was last examined by
the Mountainside Planning Board in
2009. The resolution states in part,
“the 2009 Master Plan Re-examina-
tion Report recommended that inves-
tigation and study should be under-
taken in the L-I (light-industrial) Zone
to provide revitalization of the prop-
erties therein; and recent develop-
ment in the borough and a growing
tendency to ‘over build’ on residen-
tial lots, resulting in structures not
consistent with the character of the
neighborhood, has prompted the gov-
erning body to seek the input of the
planning board.”

As a result, the borough council is
authorizing the planning board to
undertake a general re-examination
of the borough’s Master Plan and

development regulations.
“Basically what that is is the first

step in the adoption of our Master
Plan to help revitalize the L-I Zone
by expanding uses and to limit any
overbuilding of lots with some devel-
opmental regulations that have to do
with floor area ratios. That’s the main
tool that will be used,” Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli stated. “It will
be the first step in amending our
Master Plan so we can become com-
pliant with our affordable housing
requirements.”

The state Legislature recently
amended the Local Redevelopment
and Housing Law, which were en-
acted in 1992 in an effort to promote
the development of affordable hous-
ing in New Jersey. The planning board
will incorporate the amended law
during the re-examination process.
The board will then prepare a report
and offer recommendations for any
changes in the borough’s Master Plan
if they are deemed necessary.

A copy of the report and accompa-
nying recommendations will be for-
warded to the borough council and

Sam Della Fera
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