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GARWOOD – Former Republi-
can candidate Steven Blaufeder
was unanimously approved by
the borough council to fill the
seat vacated by the resignation
of Victor DeFilippo on Tuesday.

A local business owner, Mr.
Blaufeder was one of three
nominees submitted by the
Garwood Republican Commit-
tee. His name was not an-
nounced publicly by the council
until Council President Sara
Todisco made the motion to
nominate him. The other two
names – Mike Martin and Carol
Kearney – were never men-
tioned. There was no discussion
by council members on the ap-
pointment.

Two residents objected to the

selection process and one criti-
cized it as “clandestine.”

Republican Jim Mathieu
agreed with residents Joe
Garritano and Bruce Paterson
that the process does appear
nefarious, and said that in the
past he has suggested requir-
ing nominees to submit
résumés, biographies and un-
dergo a public interview pro-
cess.

“I do not like this process,”
Mr. Mathieu said. “I do think it’s
very closed, and I think the
public will be much better served
if we had things like résumés,
discussions. You as a citizen are
better off when we squirm.
When we’re allowed to do things
behind closed doors, that’s
where the nefarious stuff hap-
pens.”

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said
that publicly interviewing the

search for a new township ad-
ministrator would be conducted.

Mr. Smith, referring to the
conflict of interest brought up
by Ms. Sweeney, went on to
say, “I’m astounded at the in-
volvement of Woodmont. Dur-
ing litigation in 2010, I was
unaware there was any relation
to Woodmont. I want to know if
there was any misrepresenta-
tion on the part of Woodmont.”

In other business, Acting Busi-
ness Administrator Joe Hartnett
said that he was assured by the
American Water Company that
the computer problem that
caused the delay in sewer bills
would be resolved by yesterday
afternoon, March 13.

Diane Dabulas of the Rogut
McCarthy law firm said the final
decision on the Birchwood site
pan hearing would be rendered
on Monday, April 22, in state

Superior Court in Elizabeth by
Judge Lisa Chrystal. She said
that Cranford has complied, in
every way, with the court or-
ders and if the judgment is not
favorable to Cranford, the town-
ship would appeal immediately.
She also said, “We have filed
objections on the Lehigh mat-
ter.”

On a lighter note, Deputy
Mayor Edward O’Malley and
Debbie Walker, chairwoman of
the township’s Green Business
Team, presented Green Busi-
ness Certificates to Anthony
Vallone of Maid Pro, Vincent
Savinelli of Vinny’s Pizza and
Pasta and to Dream Kitchen De-
sign, the owner of which, Greg
Poszyler, was not present.
Mayor Hannen thanked the re-
cipients for conducting their
business in a community-con-
scious way.

** Steven Blaufeder Named to Fill Vacancy on Garwood Council **
three nominees was “unheard
of.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt ac-
knowledged that he, fellow
council members Ann Palmer
and Louis Petruzzelli and Ms.
Todisco, who comprise a Demo-
cratic majority on
the six-seat body,
met in a party
caucus to discuss
the three candi-
dates and select
among the trio.

Ms. Palmer, who
admitted she was
uncomfor tab le
with the process
but came to un-
derstand the pro-
cedure was not
open to the pub-
lic, said she spoke
with all three can-
didates before the
caucus meeting.

Mr. DeFilippo re-
signed last month
citing a vague ref-
erence to his job.
Mr. Blaufeder will
complete his
term, which ex-
pires on Decem-
ber 31.

Mr. Blaufeder
was not at the
meeting because
he was ill, accord-
ing to Mayor Quat-
trocchi. He will be
sworn in at the
next council meeting on Tues-
day, March 26.

Mr. Blaufeder owns and man-
ages TT Cycles, a custom mo-
torcycle import/export business
in Berkeley Heights. He ran for
council in 2011. He said during
that campaign that he wanted
to rebuild relationships between
small business owners and the
borough.

“There is a definite void in
communication between bor-
ough hall and the local business

Steven Blaufeder
2011 Candidate Bio:
Steven Blaufeder  owns
and manages TT Cycles,
a custom motorcycle im-
port/ export business in
Berkeley Heights. Mr.
Blaufeder wants to share
his knowledge of what
works for success and
rebuild the relationships
between Garwood’s
business owners/opera-
tors and the municipal-
ity.

owners that should be rekindled
if we are to keep from having
for-rent signs popping up,” he
said then.

He also said any plans for suc-
cessful redevelopment on the
North and South Avenue corri-

dors depends on
how the borough
responds to entre-
preneurs who
want to open busi-
nesses in the bor-
ough.

Ms. Todisco said
she was looking
forward to work-
ing with Mr.
Blaufeder, noting
that she was also
appointed to the
council to fill a va-
cant seat before
she was elected to
a full term.

“I think he will
bring a different
perspective and
different back-
ground to this
council, which will
be beneficial,” she
said. “I know him
a little bit person-
ally and I have al-
ways found him to
be very calm,
level-headed and
easy to work
with.”

Mr. Mathieu, a
Republican, said,

“He’s a good conservative...I
need somebody up here to help
me vote against tax increases.”

In other meeting news, the
council approved a resolution
voicing opposition to legislation
in the state Assembly and Sen-
ate that would require munici-
palities to provide voting op-
portunities 15 days in advance
of an election.

Mayor Quattrocchi noted that
borough residents already have
the opportunity to vote early by

mail without specifying a need,
and that the additional costs
would be burdensome in addi-
tion to finding workers to man
the polls.

Council members voted to
award a $3,000 contract for
printing the borough newslet-
ter to Advanced Printing, after
Ms. Palmer’s inquiry with the
Garwood Board of Education,
which has a newsletter, about
sharing services. It was found
not feasible.

The council also adopted a
resolution to introduce next
year’s municipal budget, which
calls for a 3.31-percent munici-
pal property-tax hike and was
initially discussed at a special
meeting on February 28.

The increase amounts to a
$95 hike per $100,000 assessed
value per home and was caused
by the approval of the Athletic
Field Complex, the borough
newsletter and updates to the
website, as well as increases in
costs for sewerage, health in-
surance, police salaries and pen-
sions.

Ms. Todisco elaborated on a
$5,000 down payment budgeted
for a new dump truck, citing
quotes of $131,000 and
$188,000 to replace a 30-year-
old vehicle which has a cor-
roded driver’s-side floorboard
and “cannot actually dump” be-
cause the bed either falls back-
ward or forward. The truck is
used to plow and salt the north
side of town. The issue came up
during the special budget meet-
ing.

Ms. Todisco also suggested
the borough’s recreation com-
mission consider charging a fee
for the summer recreation pro-
gram next year – 2014 – to
increase revenue. The program
currently is free.
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