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Brian Robinson (Garfield). Both
competitors specialized in leg
control from the top position.

“I came out here and I was a
little nervous, a little cautious.
There’s a big crowd. I didn’t
wrestle my best, but he was a
gamer too and in the same situ-
ation,” Murray said.

Murray kept working the power
half nelson in hopes of turning
Robinson to his back.

“I really would like the back
[points]. Anybody does! But I
put those legs in and worked the
power half. It definitely broke
him. Once I got on bottom, there
was no way he could hold me,”
Murray said.

Robinson did surprise Murray
with a takedown, but Murray
quickly returned the favor with a
reversal to a nearfall.

“We do this drill in practice
with 30 seconds when you get
down by one. It felt familiar,
because we do it so much. It was

there and I hit it,” Murray said.
After losing to Jason Estevez

(Livingston), Murray entered the
wrestlebacks where he lost, 6-
1, to Collin Boylen (Hunterdon
Central).

Cougar Corey Markovitch was
pinned in 4:40 by Mike Burns
(Morris Knolls) in his first bout at
182-lbs. He then lost, 10-2, to
Isaiah Soto (Bound Brook).

GL Highlander Mele, after re-
cording a 9-0, majority deci-
sion, added a 15-6, majority
decision over Tom Gatinella (St.
Augustine) to advance to the
120-lb quarterfinals where he
dropped a 6-2 decision to Craig
De La Cruz (Bound Brook). He
then defeated Salvatore Profaci
(Monroe), 13-6, and Alex Balder
(Cherokee) to advance to the
third-place consolation where he

lost to Christian Innarella
(Delbarton) via 3:26 fall.

Iarussi recorded a 4:29 pin to
advance to the 220-lb

quarterfinals where he dropped
a 2-1, tiebreaker to Zack
Chakonis (Don Bosco). Iarussi
then topped Morris Lawson

(Belvidere), 5-2, then nipped
Ngel Toussaunt (Egg Harbor),
1-0. He lost, 5-2, to Mauro
Correnti (Holy Cross) then fin-
ished sixth after dropping a 4-2
decision to Mike Markulec
(Hopewell Valley).

Brearley’s Joey Balboni rolled
with a 13-4, majority decision at
170-lbs then topped Austin
Wetterau (Shawnee), 13-6, to
reach the semifinals where he
dropped an 11-5 decision to
Ethan Ramos (Hawthorne). From
there, Balboni defeated Tyler
Richardson (Brick Memorial), 14-
6, then seized third with a 10-4
decision over Dae Sean Brown
(Neptune).

John Balboni recorded a 10-3
decision and followed up with a
9-5 decision over Joe Schultz
(Howell) to advance to the 160-
lb quarterfinal round where he
pinned Sonnieboy Bianco
(Burlington City) in 3:30. AfterProbitas Verus Honos
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Corey Markovitch – 182-lbs

Isaiah Soto Bound Brook

Cougar Gavin Murray – 132-lbs

Brian Robinson Garfield

Brian Bulger Westfield – 182-lbs

Jordan Fox St. Peter’s Prep


