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takedown in the third.
“I thought I wrestled alright. I

am going to keep getting bet-
ter, so I can go on looking for
the title,” Barber said.

Barber had some near
takedowns in the bout but came
up short.

“I took a lot of shots, but I
didn’t get to finish all of them.

Next match, I will finish more
takedowns,” he said.

Barber advanced to the
quarterfinal round with a 4-2
decision over Dom Ruggerio
(Timber Creek) then dropped a
3-0 decision to Nick Gravina
(Northern Highlands). In his
third round wrestleback bout
with freshman Joe Grel lo
(Bergen Catholic), he scored a
reversal to win, 2-0, in an ulti-
mate tiebreaker. Both competi-
tors were successful controlling
from the top position during
regulation and in the overtime,
so Grello, who won the coin
toss, chose top but Barber suc-
ceeded.

“I would have chosen top. I
wasn’t going to let a freshman
beat me my senior year. I have
to give it my all to take third,”
Barber said.

Next, Barber lost a 4-3
tiebreaker to Josh Ugaldi (Bound
Brook) then captured seventh

with a pin in 7:56 over Tyler
Loughlin (Becton).

Blue Devil Brian Bulger re-
ceived a first round bye at 182-
lbs then recorded a takedown
and a reversal to defeat Brad
Schwartz (New Egypt), 4-3, to
advance to the quarterfinal
round. After dropping a 9-5 de-
cision to Josh Sibblies (New-
ton), Bulger was edged in over-
time, 3-1, by Jordan Fox (St.
Peter’s Prep), who recorded a
takedown at the buzzer.

Cranford Cougar Jeff Weiss
earned a 4-1 decision over Rob
Margiulli (Emerson/Park Ridge)
in his first bout at 220-lbs. Weiss
kept working the Gable maneu-
ver in hopes of grabbing back
points.

“I took top, because I knew I
was good on top. I was able to
hold him down for about a
minute-and-twenty seconds
then I got sloppy. I came at the
top of the arms. On my feet, I

just kept hand fighting. It
worked out good today. I was
able to keep my hips back,”
Weiss said.

Weiss scored first with a spin
around takedown in the first
period.

“I didn’t want to get too cocky.
I went in with the hand fight to
get a feel for him. He took a
shot. As soon as I saw the op-
portunity to do a spin around, I
took it. I even got a lift at the
end. It’s my favorite,” Weiss
said.

Weiss then faced Bryan
Dobzanski (Delsea), the even-
tual champion, and fell victim
to a 2:13 fall. Weiss then de-
feated Obie Kali (Millville), 9-7,
before being halted in 1:12 by
Morris Lawson (Belvidere) in the
second round wrestleback.

Cougar sophomore Gavin
Murray got past his first bout at
132-lbs with a 6-2 decision over
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Colin Barber Westfield – 152-lbs

Joe Grello Bergen Catholic AJ Iarussi Summit – 220-lbs

Morris Lawson Belvidere

Jon Mele GL – 120-lbs

Tom Gattenella St. Augustine


