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March 5 2009: The 2009 Westfield
High School boys swim team put on
one final show last weekend at the
87th state Individual Championships.
One week after winning their 22nd
state title, the Blue Devils smashed
five school records and won two
events at the Gloucester Institute of
Technology in Deptford.

With the best N.J. high school
swimmers putting on a spectacular
show, senior Chris DeLaFuente and
junior Matt Meserole capped their
own spectacular seasons with indi-
vidual school records, and they were
joined by Evan Paulan and Jack
Lorentzen on a record-breaking re-
lay. Also enjoying good performances
were seniors Matt Morgan and Max
Blum, junior Mike Oster and sopho-
mores Nick Boyle and Larry Zhang.

DeLaFuente was involved in four
of the school records. The Penn-bound
“Dee-Lah” won the 200-freestyle in
1:40.70, breaking his own school
mark and earning automatic All-
America status. It was also the first
individual state champion for WHS
since 1993, when Darren Hertell (IM,
back) and Dave Schwartz (breast)

won state titles.
DeLaFuente rebroke his school

mark in the 100-butterfly, finishing
fifth in 51.22. Then, saving his best
for his final WHS swim, DeLaFuente
broke Aaron Weber’s 21-year-old
record in the 100-free by a full half-
second when he clocked in at 46.67
leading off the 400-freestyle relay.
He was followed by Paulan (48.77),
Lorentzen (48.59) and Meserole
(46.54) for an automatic All-America
time of 3:10.57 – almost 4.5 seconds
faster than the 1988 school record by
Mike Linenberg, Austin Burkett,
Chris McFadden and Weber.

Meserole ended his year-long chase
of the school backstroke record,
clocking a 51.11 in the final to earn
second place in the race, and take
Hertell’s 52.38 in ’93 off the board by
more than a second.

March 5, 2009: Senior point guard
Reggie Solomon became the top-
seeded Mendham High School boys
basketball team’s biggest nightmare
in the fourth quarter as 14-13 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood came from behind
to seize a 53-48 victory in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 tournament in
Mendham.

Solomon (3 assists, steal) scored

eight of his 10 points in the fourth
quarter, including two 3-pointers in
the final two minutes, as the Raiders
overcame a 33-32, third-quarter defi-
cit with a 21-15 run. He also made a
steal, which drew a foul with 18 sec-
onds left, and added a key tie on a
rebound, which gave the Raiders pos-
session with 4.8 seconds remaining
to seal the victory.

February 28, 2008: Willie
McCoy’s all-time Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball scoring record of 1,482 points
that he set in 1986 was broken by
senior Bryan Dougher when he sank
10 points in a 49-37, Raider victory
over visiting Emerson in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament.

Dougher broke McCoy’s total near
the end of the third quarter then he
upped his total to 1,485 by hitting two
free throws in the fourth quarter.

March 5, 2006: The Lady Raider
basketball team had its best showing
of the season with a 49-45 victory
over second-seeded host South
Plainfield in the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 semifinals. Raider
point-guard Allie Zazzali led the
charge with a career-high 27 points,
including 10-of-12 from the free
throw line.

March 4, 2006: Blue Devil senior
Andrew Shaffer and Raider senior
Nick Giannaci, along with juniors
Sal Gano and Pat Mineo, qualified
for the NJSIAA wrestling champion-
ships to be held at Boardwalk Hall in

Atlantic City. Mineo placed second,
while Shaffer, Giannaci and Gano
each placed third in their respective
weight classes at the Region 3 tour-
nament in Union to earn that privi-
lege.

March 3, 2005: Mild frustration
turned into confidence when the No.
5 Raider girls basketball team finally
found an Achilles heel late in the
second quarter then proceeded to roll
to a 54-41 victory over host Mont-
gomery in the quarterfinals of the
North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 tour-
nament. Raider center Hillary
Klimowicz scored 12 of her 16 points

in the second half to raise her career
total to 1,911.

March 2, 2004: Raider basketball
coach Dan Doherty had his team ready
to play, and play they did as they
delivered Voorhees a 65-36, spank-
ing in the opening round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment in Scotch Plains. The physi-
cally dominating 15-9 Raiders, led
by the dynamic sophomore duo of
Lance Thomas and Derrick Caracter;
amassed an amazing 32-17 advan-
tage on the boards and forced the
Vikings into committing 18 turnovers.

March 2004: In many instances,
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CUSTOM RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. When the ordinary won’t do…move up to the
extraordinary with the sophisticated style of this notable 5 bedroom,
3 full and 2 half bath, custom ranch style home, nestled on .918 acres
among some of the very best Scotch Plains has to offer. This distinctive
residence with full daylight walk-out lower level, captivates with an
open sunlit floor plan allowing your sense of design to soar. Take the
tour:  www.seetheproperty.com/105942. $989,000.

James
Euwer

CAPE COD

SCOTCH PLAINS. Fashion meets function in this beautiful 3
bedroom Cape Cod. This stylish home offers a custom kitchen with
newer appliances; 2 updated baths, a warm and inviting family room
with a new ceramic tile floor, central air-conditioning and garage.
Enjoy your free time because this home also features newer siding,
windows and doors. Centrally located to schools, town, shopping and
New York City transportation. $392,000.

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

COLONIAL

MOUNTAINSIDE. Custom Colonial Home situated on more
than a half acre of manicured property featuring 5 BR, 4 full baths, 2 half
baths with 3 car attached garage. This distinctive home boasts a FLR w/
fireplace, FDR, library/study, den w/wet bar & fireplace. Gourmet EIK,
2nd flr Master Bedroom w/bath, 4 additional Bedrooms & 2 full baths,
1st floor laundry/pantry, ground level FR /game room w/fireplace,
summer kitchen/au pair suite w/private entrance, Central Air. $910,000.

Associate of the Month

Holly
Cohen

Phyllis Brown
Top Sales, Top Dollar Volume and Top Units

for the Month of February

Holly
Cohen

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Weichert Realtors and Holly Cohen are pleased to
introduce this exceptional Center Hall Colonial, located in the
picturesque Brightwood enclave of Westfield, complete with idyllic
Gregory’s pond and private lane offering secondary access.   This home
beautifully articulates the best of 1930’s architectural design, with
notable custom amenities for today’s lifestyle. Take the tour:
www.seetheproperty.com/105943. $990,000.

James
“Jim”

McLoughlin

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Beautifully maintained, classic 9 room Colonial with
4 Bedrooms and 2.2 Baths, featuring an updated granite kitchen and
master bath. A new gas fired furnace was installed in November 2011.
The Family Room has a wood burning fireplace.  Located on a quiet
cul de sac, only 2 blocks from Lenape Park. Enjoy the many fine shops
and restaurants of downtown Westfield. Convenient to NYC
transportation. $839,000.

Fred Lecomte (March 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING WHAT SHE DOES BEST…Blue Devil guard Gab O’Leary, No. 10,
sticks very close to her Warrior opponent in the North Jersey, Group 4, Section
2 game on March 1, 2007.

Tola Baran for The Westfield (March 2003) Leader and The Times
MAKING SWIMMING HISTORY…The Blue Devils boys swimmers hold their
trophy up high after winning the Public A title over Cherry Hill East on March 1,
2003. It was the 19th state title for the program.

David B. Corbin (March 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BULLDOGGING TO THE MAT…Raider heavyweight Marc Fabiano bulldogs
Rahway’s Andre Neblett to the mat during the Region 3 championship bout.
Fabiano had Neblett in a cradle but got off-balance and Neblett rolled Fabiano
to his back and got a quick pin.

other than sports, the bar of achieve-
ment gets lowered in order to reward
mediocrity; however, it was not the
case with this year’s Westfield High
School indoor track girls. The bar of
achievement, instead, was elevated
in a big way as the Blue Devils shat-
tered nine WHS girls indoor track
records. Figuring in five of those
records was junior Emily MacNeil.
Individually, she broke WHS records
in the 300 meters with a time of 44.2
and the 800 meters at 2:18.4 when
she placed fifth at the Meet of Cham-
pions. MacNeil helped set the WHS
records in the sprint relay, the 4x400

meters and the 4x800.
March 1, 2003: Of the 14 weight

classes, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Westfield claimed four champions
each in the District 11 Wrestling
Tournament and the Raiders cap-
tured their second-straight team title
and boasted the tournament’s Out-
standing Wrestler. The Raider indi-
vidual champions were: Steve Mineo
(121, Outstanding Wrestler), Matt
Loomis (Hwt), Charlie Bachi (162)
Marc Fabiano (191); Blue Devils,
Lee Tomasso (147), Ethan Powell
(137), Jake Kramer (132), Tom Del
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Courtesy of Bill Howard (March 2008 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS…Blue Devil Mike Foley, No. 5, congratu-
lates Joe Kramkowski, No. 14, for his unassisted power-play goal late in the first
period of Monday’s (2008) state ice hockey playoff game win over South
Brunswick.


