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SCOTT NETS 382 PTs, 66 STEALS; KNAPP 366, 94 STEALS

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Are
On Track with 15-11 Record

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Remarkable similarities between
this year’s Westfield High School
(WHS) girls basketball team and the
2005-2008 Blue Devils squad seem
to jump out.

Last year, three freshmen starters
led the very young Lady Blue Devils
to a 10-16 record, and in 2005, three
freshmen starters led the Blue Devils
to a 9-13 record. This season, three
sophomores led the Blue Devils to a
15-11 record and the 2006 squad,
with three sophomore starters, fin-
ished with a 14-10 record.

So, if everything goes in a similar
parallel, the future looks very bright
for this year’s Lady Blue Devils. In
2007, the Blue Devils finished with a
19-9 record and nearly won the Union
County Tournament (UCT) title, los-
ing to Scotch Plains-Fanwood in over-
time. But in 2008, the Lady Blue
Devils finished 17-7 and won the
UCT crown.

But the similarities do not stop
there. The “oldtimers” featured a pair
of superstars with Erin Miller and
Gab O’Leary. Miller finished her ca-
reer as the all-time leading WHS
scorer (girls and boys) with 1,530

points. Miller and O’Leary became
The Westfield Leader’s “Wanted for
Theft”, poster girls with 315 and 218
steals, respectively, for a total of 533.

This year, sophomore Lil Scott led
the team with 382 points to bring her
total to 681. That average would put
her at 1,362 after her senior year.
Sophomore Jackie Knapp finished
with 366 points to up her two-year
total to 630, projecting her at 1,260
after her senior year.

This season, Knapp led the team
with 94 steals, bringing her total to
155 (310 four-year projection). Scott

GL HIGHLANDER MELE PLACES FOURTH; SUMMIT’S IARUSSI SIXTH; BREARLEY’S BALBONI’S THIRD, FIFTH

Raider Anthony Tufaro Places Sixth, Blue Devil Colin Barber
Places Seventh at NJSIAA Wrestling Championships in AC

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior heavyweight Anthony
Tufaro and Westfield Blue Devil se-
nior Colin Barber were among six
Union County wrestlers, who placed
in the top-8 at the NJSIAA Champi-
onships at Boardwalk Hall in Atlan-
tic City on March 10.

Tufaro placed sixth, while Barber
placed seventh at 152-lbs. Governor
Livingston Highlander Jon Mele
placed fourth at 120-lbs, and Summit
Hilltopper AJ Iarussi placed sixth at
220-lbs, while Brearley Bears Joey
Balboni at 170-lbs and John Balboni
at 160-lbs placed third and fifth, re-
spectively.

Tufaro’s first victory came in the
pre-quarterfinals on March 8 with an
8-3 decision over Noa Merritt of Pope
John. Tufaro’s takedown of choice
was an ankle pick from the front
headlock position, which he hit three
times.

“I hit him with what we call an H2
in the room. One of my old football
coaches made it up, not the move,
just the name. It’s one of my favorite
moves, and once I saw I could get
that, I went after it and hit it harder
and harder. Every time I hit it, he
would go down harder and harder. It
worked,” Tufaro explained.

Tufaro, who has displayed an arse-
nal of takedowns throughout this sea-
son, tends to feel out his opponents’

wrestling style to determine which
takedown he will use.

“I spend the first 30 seconds find-
ing out what kind of wrestler he is,
what kind of technique he uses. From
there, I work whatever move I think
is going to work best,” He said.

Tufaro ran into a little trouble in his
quarterfinal bout with Jeff Miller
(Camden Catholic). After Tufaro
scored a takedown, Miller answered
with a two-point nearfall and later
held a 4-3 lead as time was winding
down. Tufaro initiated a takedown,
trying to keep his legs inside the
circle, but the ref ruled it out. Sec-

onds later, Tufaro took a desperation
shot, but Miller countered and won,
6-3.

Tufaro recovered in the third round
wrestlebacks to defeat Ryan Appleby
(Belvidere), 4-2. Tufaro’s big move
was a double leg takedown.

“You can’t live in the past. You got
to look forward. I have a tattoo to
remind me about that. It says, ‘The
measure of a man is not how he
responds to victory, but how he re-
sponds to defeat.’ That’s how I try to
live. It’s better to live that way than to

sulk in the past,” Tufaro said.
“He lost to Appleby in a tourna-

ment in the summer, 1-0. He kind of
sat on a front headlock, so we told
him to stay away from it and hit that
blast double that he has been hitting
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE HIS GRASP…Raider heavyweight Anthony Tufaro, front, attempts to escape the grasp of
Camden Catholic’s Jeff Miller in his NJSIAA quarterfinal bout. Tufaro placed sixth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DELIVERING A CROSS-FACE…Blue Devil Colin Barber, top, hits Bergen Catholic’s Joe Grello with a cross-face in his
152-lb third-round wrestleback bout. Barber won, 2-0, in an ultimate tiebreaker and finished seventh.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RESISTING THE RUSSIAN MANEUVER…Blue Devil Brian Bulger, left, fends off the takedown setup of Newton’s Josh
Sibblies in his 182-lb quarterfinal bout in Atlantic City.


