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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor

It’s Time for A Serious Look At
Fate, Goals of Scotch Plains’ SID

Some Primaries May Have Carnival
Hue But Are Not ‘Silly Season’

I don’t regard the primaries as a
“silly season” as mentioned in your
March 7, 20 13 editorial. For locales
that are one-party dominated, it is the
only competitive election. I realize
that in many cases the “insurgents”
are generally those bordering on the
political fringes and give the process
a carnival hue. Others are competent
people who fall into what Hannah
Arendt categorized as a “frustrated
secondary elite.” They can’t rise to
the top because the few seats are
blocked.

The other issue is the established
party organization that selects candi-
dates for the approved “line” on the
ballot. Every two years, the GOP and
the Dem voters elect a male and fe-
male committee person from each of
the polling districts/precincts in a
municipality. These districts are
unique in that they have nothing to do
with population as other electoral
divisions. They are divided in a range
of 250 to 750 registered voters from
ALL affiliations and those not affili-
ated. These are further skewed in that
the number of districts per town are
not reflective of any cumulative to-
tals of voters (Summit has 25 districts
with 13,000 voters and Westfield has
25 with 21,000voters!).

In my Roselle, the 19 districts have
Republicans distributed from eight
and 62 voters per district. And as with
other towns and parties, not all dis-
tricts elect committee people and va-
cancies stay open for years.

The best that I can determine with
the dearth of information (lack of

interest?) readily available is the dis-
tricts change by three factors. When
congressional reapportionment splits
a town (Scotch Plains), the reciprocal
when towns are consolidated into one
district (Elizabeth and Linden) or a
split town is reconfigured (Union
Twp.).

The other census-based situation
is when municipalities with ward
systems are realigned and their con-
stituent districts are altered by bound-
ary shifts (Roselle Park, Elizabeth
and Rahway). The number of dis-
tricts per ward in a town varies.

Lastly, the county may alter dis-
trict boundaries if the voter turnout
for two consecutive years falls below
250 or exceeds 750 votes cast. Thus,
a town may have districts with wide
ranges such as Westfield with dis-
tricts ranging from 442 to 1,342 vot-
ers and the turnout per district falls
within the 250 to 750 criteria of two
years in a row. Considering turnouts
range widely over the four-year elec-
tion cycle, it encourages this stasis.

Thus having primaries, despite the
expense and effort, may be the only
mechanism to counteract this lack of
a one-man, one-vote that is inherent
and tolerated situation in the system.
Not to mention the lack of media
interest in elections in areas with one
party domination (I excluded your
fine papers from this). A Democrat
Primary such as the 2011 in the 20th
Legislative District with $3.5 Mil-
lion spent was an exception.

Roger Stryeski, Chairman
Roselle Republican Committee

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Botryoid – Resembling a grape clus-

ter in form
2. Olf – The bullfinch
3. Eroteme – The question mark
4. Gallimaufry – Hash made of meat

scraps; jumbled

ESCULIC
1. Excessively fond of one’s wife to

the point of submission
2. Mundane; worldly
3. Pertaining to the horse chestnut
4. Elliptical in shape

FURUNCULOSIS
1. A mild form of smallpox
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. The state of being afflicted with

boils
4. A nervous disorder causing a state

of uncontrollable quivering
CARKING

1. A small piece of artillery
2. Distressing; perplexing
3. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
4. Coughing up or spitting

CARCAJOU
1. Idle babble or chat
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
3. The wolverine or badger
4. A light, four-wheeled carriage,

drawn by either one or two horses

The verdict on Scotch Plains’ special improve-
ment district, now in its fifth year, is inconclusive at
best. Since its creation in 2008, the Scotch Plains
Management Corp. (SPMC), the official entity over-
seeing business revitalization and recruitment ef-
forts, has been beset by both internal problems as
well as a lack of enthusiasm from a vocal group of
downtown commercial property owners.

And in the coming weeks, the township council
will be acting on the SPMC’s proposed 2013 budget,
which will be funded entirely by money already on
hand. The annual $400 assessment paid by all com-
mercial property owners is to be suspended this year
while the governing body – and, we hope, the SPMC’s
members and board of directors – take a long and
serious look at whether this is all worth it or whether,
in the words of SPMC board chairman Dominick
Verdic, it’s just a case of the SPMC banging its head
against the wall in futility.

A serious evaluation of the SPMC must first focus
on results. The downtowns of neighboring towns
continue to advance. Fanwood has created an en-
tirely new business district on South Avenue. As has
Garwood on North Avenue. Westfield’s downtown
continues to be vibrant. So does Cranford’s. And
Summit’s. Springfield officials have in hand a lengthy
report for revitalizing their business district. What
has changed in the downtown Scotch Plains since
2008? Other than a couple of new restaurants and a
new business tenant here and there, there is not much
that is different – and, sadly, the number of shoppers
seen downtown on a daily basis can usually be
counted on the fingers of one or two hands.

Aesthetically, we have to agree with the senti-
ments expressed at last week’s council meeting by a
business owner who decried the “horrible” look of
the downtown business district. Cracked sidewalks,
disparate building facades, empty planters and a
general dreariness and state of neglect don’t provide
an appealing enticement for drivers passing through.

The SPMC and the local government must also
consider what their goals are for the downtown
business district. Repeatedly over the years, we’ve
heard that they don’t want Scotch Plains to be like
Westfield. That’s fine, but then what do they envi-
sion it looking like in five or 10 years? Is a large
anchor store the solution? If so, where would it be
situated given the present layout of buildings? Sev-
eral business would need to be eliminated and their
spaces – likely owned by different entities – some-
how combined in order to accommodate even a
modest-sized national retailer. Many businesspeople
have complained of too many nail salons in town.

We’ve heard complaints that some property owners
are happy just to secure a tenant who pays the rent
every month, regardless of what type of business
they’re opening. So what do they see as preferable
businesses? Should Scotch Plains focus on becom-
ing a haven for dining? For small specialty shops?

Longer-term, local leaders need to look again at
the municipal building, which sits smack in the
middle of the commercial district. There have been
calls over the years to move it out of the downtown
but, with current budget constraints and a not-in-
my-backyard mindset among many, the chances of
that occurring are slim. Then there’s the slip of
township-owned property next to the municipal
building – the so-called hedge property – that sits
unutilized but zoned for possible commercial devel-
opment. Businesses along the glaringly neglected
East Second Street corridor also need assurances
that they will not be treated as the commercial
district’s stepchild in terms of attention, mainte-
nance, aesthetic improvements and business re-
cruitment efforts.

If the commercial district is to start making tan-
gible and visible progress, it will require the in-
volvement of a wider swath of the business commu-
nity than at present. Too many years have been
wasted by pro-SPMC vs. anti-SPMC battles, by the
griping about the annual assessments, by meddling
by politicians that led to excessive turnover in the
SPMC’s board of directors and by a seemingly
general satisfaction with what we feel is an indefen-
sible status quo that has resulted in Scotch Plains
stagnating while neighboring towns move forward.

Prior to its vote on this year’s $87,000 SPMC
budget, we urge the council to think 10 months
ahead – to the start of 2014 when it will be time for
the SPMC to present its 2014 budget to the govern-
ing body. It’s very likely the organization’s bank
account balance at the end of this year could amount
to zero dollars – a result of no assessments being
collected this year. Then what? What if enough
progress is made this year that the SPMC has earned
another year of life? Where will the money for 2014
come from? How will commercial property owners
react to a reinstituted assessment of $400, or more,
after a year’s holiday from payment? Once you
“temporarily” cut or suspend a fee or a tax, it’s often
difficult to restore it without howls of protest.

With the Scotch Plains special improvement dis-
trict at a crossroads, it’s now time for everyone
involved — the local government and the business
community — to sit down and decide which direc-
tion is best.

Reader Questions Congressman on
The Health Care Reform Bill

Congressman Holt: I want to thank
you for respond[ing] to my concerns
on the healthcare reform bill and your
subsequent posting a slightly differ-
ent response in the local newspaper.
You did dispel some false rumors,
however, some concerns still exist. In
dispelling my fears, perhaps you
could identify where in the bill the
consequences below are prevented.

I appreciate that Congress is sub-
ject to the same requirements as the
rest of all federal employees, but you
mention, “There are only 535 people
in all America who must obtain their
health coverage through the govern-
ment-run insurance marketplace, we
members of Congress.” What are the
differences for the 535 and the rest of
population? Does Congress’s cover-
age cover spouses, even if they can
get their insurance through their em-
ployers? Will your coverage be
greater than ours and will it cost the
same? In addition, will this coverage
be provided after you retire from
Congress?

Being concerned with the cost of
medical coverage is understandable
and something that I have been ask-
ing for the details. I have asked this
multiple times from my elected offi-
cials and have never gotten an an-
swer. It seems to me that if cost is the
problem, we need to identify why. I
have never seen or been provided
something as simple as a “pie chart”
showing how the monies are being
spent. In fact, President Obama signed
the bill on March 23, 2010 [and] my
medical insurance has risen 40 per-
cent from that date to now. My em-
ployer has cut some other benefits
just to keep the increase this low.
Would you like to share with me what
percentage your medical insurance

increased during that period?
You indicated that business own-

ers told you they were in favor of the
reform. This does not surprise me.
For a $2,000 tax, they can make the
employee responsible for tens of thou-
sands of costs. This makes perfect
business sense since it decreases their
overhead costs. Did you consider this
and if so why did you discount it?

Apparently when you talked to
people before approving the bill, you
did not consider the public in gen-
eral. In particular, the media has re-
ported that the public had a signifi-
cant dislike for the bill at the time of
its passing. CNN reports that 59 per-
cent of Americans oppose the health
care reform bill. CBS reported that
53 percent disapprove of the bill in
April of 2010. Rasmussen reported
that 54 percent of voters oppose the
healthcare reform.

Congressman, perhaps you should
have talked more to the public rather
than businesses that were looking to
save a buck on their overhead cost.

I hope as a minimum I have raised
the fear that the 535 you mentioned
may have superior coverage, which
is less expensive and has superior
availability over the majority of the
public that you represent and placed
in question the basis for support that
you mentioned and look forward to
you proving why these concerns are
not true.

My comments may sound like I am
hoping that the healthcare reform bill
fails, however, that is not the case. We
have so much riding on it, but I don’t
presently see its success as guaran-
teed.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

The Westfield Board of Health
Reports On March 4 Meeting

Because of the continued concern
regarding influenza, two additional
flu vaccination clinics were held in
February and 32 residents were vac-
cinated.

Ten animal bites were under inves-
tigation, involving eight dogs and
four cats. Of the seven animals on
which information is available, five
had not been vaccinated against ra-
bies.

If you care for your cat or dog, you
should protect it. Please be certain
that it is properly licensed and vacci-
nated against rabies, which is present
in Union County. You should also
prevent your pet from biting people
or other animals or from being bitten.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department recently held two ani-
mal rabies vaccination clinics where
26 Westfield animals were vaccinated.
For information about future vacci-
nation programs, please call the health
department at (908) 789-4070.

The health department is sponsor-
ing health screenings with Overlook
Medical Center in the municipal
building. Bone density screening will
be on Thursday, March 21, from 10
to 11:30 a.m. and requires a $10
charge. Free hearing screening will
be on Thursday, April 18, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. For more information
about these programs and to register,
please call the Overlook Medical
Center Community Health Depart-
ment at 1-800-247-9580.

In addition, a free Komen screen-
ing and mammography program is
being offered to women without
health insurance on Saturday, March
23, at the Breast Center at Overlook.

Registration is required by Friday,
March 15 by calling (908) 522-3534.

Three initial pre-school immuni-
zation audits were completed and
compliance ranged from 83 percent
to 98 percent. Nursing counseling
was completed and the programs will
be re-audited.

Twenty-one retail food inspections
were completed in February and all
were satisfactory. Seven environmen-
tal complaints were investigated; five
were closed and one is still under
investigation.

The status of contaminated site
remediation in town was reviewed.
We have 44 active sites where there
had been some discharge in the past,
with some cases going back over 25
years. Over half are commercial and
two-fifths are associated with homes.
Each remediation is under the super-
vision of a state-approved licensed
site remediation professional.

Finally, we discussed improving
community nutrition and methods to
better educate residents, especially
concerning the use of trans fats in
local restaurants and other retail food
establishments.

The complete minutes of the March 4
meeting will be posted after review and
approval at our April 1 meeting, which
starts at 4 p.m. in the municipal building.
The public is invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Help Families Recover
From the Garwood Fire

On February 23rd, John and Cory
Amiroso, their two children ages 11
and 6, and their tenant, Lorenzo
“Larry” Scipioni, e scaped unharmed
in an early morning fire that destroyed
the Garwood two-family house and
their personal belongings. On their
behalf, the Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus are collecting monetary do-
nations as well as store gift cards
(PathMark, ShopRite, Target, Kohl’s,
Bed, Bath & Beyond, etc).

Donations can be sent to the
Garwood Knights of Columbus, 37
South Avenue, Garwood, N.J. 07027,
attention: Keith Gallagher. No clothes
are needed at this time.

Anyone who would like to provide
other assistance to the Amiroso fam-
ily can contact Denise Chmiel at (732)
453-4323, and on behalf of Mr.
Scipioni, Teresa (Tammaro) Coghan
at (770) 967-9618 or e-mail
tesstm@aol.com, or Keith Gallagher
of the Knights at (908) 789-0931.

Keith Gallagher
Garwood

There Is Nothing Iffy
Re. Anti-Gun Petition
Dear Mr. Mayor and Esteemed

Council Members: As a nonpartisan,
independent voter and proud mem-
ber of our fine community, I urge the
mayor and members of the town coun-
cil to support and the Mayor to sign
the Mayors Against Illegal Guns pe-
tition.

This petition has true bi-partisan
support and is a statement that af-
firms commitment to public safety
and fundamental law enforcement.
There is nothing controversial and
iffy about it. It is a humane, law-
respecting statement.

It is a common-sense stance that
says that the mayors, as elected lead-
ers of towns, having taken an oath of
office to uphold the law and support
public safety and well-being, are stat-
ing loudly and clearly that they are
doing just that as regards the posses-
sion of guns. No one supports the
illegal possession of guns; there is no
controversy here.

Please do what is right to help
further the values we hold dear: That
we in Westfield value the basic right
of all people to go about their lives
without the threat of illegal guns and
the havoc they create.

I respectfully urge our mayor to
sign onto the petition.

Thank you all for your service and
dedication to our community.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

JUDGE OKS SODA
SLURPING IN NYC

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth (908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org


