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Is Property Tax Appeal
Right Move For You?

SCOTCH PLAINS - Home values
have dropped. Shouldn’t your prop-
erty taxes? Is a property tax appeal
right for you?

As the real estate market depreci-
ated over the last few years, chances
are that your property
taxes did not likewise
decrease. As a taxpayer,
you have the right to
appeal your property
tax assessment and re-
duce your taxes. A tax-
payer considering an
appeal should under-
stand that he/she must
prove that his/her as-
sessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be frozen
for three years, which
can amount to a con-
siderable amount of
savings.

The best way to succeed in appeal-
ing your taxes is to present your claim
through an expert tax and legal advi-
sor with local knowledge. James M.
Foerst, Esq. is the principal of Spector

Foerst & Associates and has been
assisting families with real estate and
tax issues for more than a decade in
our local community. Mr. Foerst
brings with him his experience with
local government, a knowledge of

the municipal budget
process and a record of
success in reducing
property taxes for his
clients.

SAVE MONEY!
Make the sale of your
home more attractive.
Reduce the long-term
expenses associated
with your home . . . All
with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For
more information
about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
or get started with a
free consultation and

review by calling James M. Foerst at
(973) 258-9200.
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goleader.com/express

James M. Foerst

problem. He said 100,000 persons
are shot annually in the United
States, with a third of them killed.
Half of shooting deaths are sui-
cides.

“Only a few of those [deaths by
guns] are [from the] successful use
of a gun for self-protection,” the
Congressman said, with the others
resulting from an argument, gang-
related, accidents or suicides. “So,
if you step back and look at that, I
think it is impossible to say guns
are not part of the problem,” he
stated, calling ignoring gun restric-
tions “blindly ideological and il-
logical.” He said the “likelihood”
that school psychologists or coun-
selors would be able to stop a mass
shooter in advance is “not great.”

He also believes Congress needs
to consider the gun user, back-
ground checks and mental-health
issues, as well as restrictions on
securing guns and licensing and
registration. In that regard, Rep.
Holt said he has drafted federal
legislation modeled after current
New Jersey gun restrictions.

The Congressman also would like
to see an end to “straw purchas-
ing,” whereby people buy guns for
someone else “that otherwise
couldn’t” purchase a firearm, and
favors restricting firearm magazine
capacities to reduce the number of
deaths at mass shootings. “It [lower-
magazine capacity] would not pro-
vide much restriction on any legiti-
mate [firearm] use…and not much
of an inconvenience for gun own-
ers and hobbyists,” he said.

He said handguns are more re-
sponsible for deaths in the United
States than semi-automatic weapons.
“So we shouldn’t obsess with re-
stricting assault weapons,” he said.

On the issue of sequestration –
which calls for $85 billion in auto-
matic cuts this year in federal spend-
ing and $1.2 trillion over 10 years on
a national debt of $16 trillion – he
said sequestration “was unnecessary.”

“It was just not a smart thing to
do. It was proposed as something
that was so unpalatable that it would
never happen. It was to guarantee
that this [Congressional] super

committee [August 2011] – that was
to deal with the deficit at the time of
the debt-ceiling debate – would
function. But the super committee
could never have functioned.” He
also called the debt-ceiling debate
“phony” and said it should never
have occurred.

He said the $16-trillion national
debt was the result of a “huge down-
turn” in the economy “where we
lost trillions of dollars in worth”
and where there were “enormous
expenses in unemployment insur-
ance and the other things that go
with a bad economy and because
we had two wars and we did not
collect any revenue to pay for those
wars.”

“It doesn’t mean you have to drive
the deficit to zero. We’ve been in
debt in this country since 1789 and
we’ve continued to grow and pros-
per and improve the quality of life
and expand liberties,” he said. “The
debt itself is something to be dealt
with, but not something to be ob-
sessed over. It’s more important that
we have a functioning economy and
that we invest in things that lead to
current and future prosperity.”

He said sequestration is “really
cutting ourselves to oblivion,” say-
ing “pretty soon we do nothing.
That’s a prescription for failure,”
adding that America has always
been a “can-do country.”
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Rep. Rush Holt Interview

ties, estimated that the control cen-
ter would cost between $6 and $7
million and also take a year-and-a-
half to complete.

“That jail was built for 517 pris-
oners and we’ve always had more
than 517 prisoners there,” Mr.
Riordan told the board. “Everything
in that jail was overused.”

“The present control center as it
is now is not logistically [or] elec-
tronically set up to receive any more
cameras or conduit or anything else
than it has right now. There is prob-
ably too much stuff in there as it is
right now,” the jail director told the
freeholders.

Addressing the lines of family
members that often have to wait
outside in the elements to see in-
mates, Mr. Riordan said he plans to
bring a contract proposal before the
freeholders later this year for a video
visitation system at the jail, “which
would prevent a large number of
people from having to come to the
jail at all.” Those who still visit a
family member in jail “would be
minimized, number one, and sched-
uled to come at a specific time and
sit down at a video monitor to have
their visit, as opposed to waiting en
masse outside the building in the
rain and snow and the heat because
we don’t have provisions to accom-
modate them in the lobby itself.”

In other business, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, who also is executive di-

ST. BART’S 5K…St. Bartholomew Academy’s annual 5K will be held on
Saturday, March 23. The 5K will begin at 9 a.m. at the school, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains. The race is USATF-certified and has official
chip timing. Registration is now open via www.raceforum.com/SBA5K. Pic-
tured, runners in last year’s race cross the starting line.

cision by the applicants was heard in
state Superior Court with a written
opinion issued on January 12, 2012.

“The trial judge also erred in dis-
crediting applicants’ expert’s opin-
ion and in summarily accepting the
unsworn, unsupported statements
of board members and neighbors
attesting to the lack of a gap in
coverage,” according to the appel-
late panel’s decision. “The trial
judge’s conclusion that there was
adequate evidence in the record to
support the board’s finding was
clearly erroneous.”
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Union County Freeholders
rector of the Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA), expressed his
concerns over Governor Chris
Christie’s plans to move funding
for recycling grants to counties and
municipalities from a dedicated line
item in the state budget to the over-
all “general fund.”

Mr. Sullivan said Union County
itself would face the loss of
$300,000 in state funding for its
recycling programs if this funding
is slashed. “This would certainly
hurt the county’s recycling efforts
as well as the individual munici-
palities,” he said.

“Goodbye recycling in Union
County if that happens,” he added.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
said a resolution opposing recycling
funding cuts would be on tonight’s
agenda. The county also intends to
notify towns of the potential impact
on local recycling programs.

The freeholders are to vote to-
night on a 24-month contract exten-
sion for $279,752 to Brooklyn-based
Radiac Research Corporation for
collection, packaging, transportation
and disposal of wastes collected at
Union County household hazardous
waste recycling programs.

The board also is expected to
vote on a $300,000 contract to be
awarded to Tiffany Electric, Inc. of
Fairfield for intersection improve-
ments at Vauxhall Road and Valley
Street in Union near Home Depot.

Blaufeder Named to Fill
Vacancy on GW Council

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEAMING UP...Asw. Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit), Asm. Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) and Assembly candidate John Campbell, Jr. (R-22, Plainfield) meet at
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield Tuesday night to prepare for this year’s
election campaign.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Former Republican
candidate Steven Blaufeder was unani-
mously approved by the borough coun-
cil to fill the seat vacated by the resig-
nation of Victor DeFilippo on Tuesday.

A local business owner, Mr.
Blaufeder was one of three nominees
submitted by the Garwood Republican
Committee. His name was not an-
nounced publicly by the council until
Council President Sara Todisco made
the motion to nominate him. The other
two names – Mike
Martin and Carol
Kearney – were never
mentioned. There was
no discussion by coun-
cil members on the ap-
pointment.

Two residents ob-
jected to the selection
process and one criti-
cized it as “clandes-
tine.”

Republican Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu
agreed with residents
Joe Garritano and
Bruce Paterson that the
process does appear ne-
farious, and said that in
the past he has sug-
gested requiring nomi-
nees to submit résumés,
biographies and un-
dergo a public inter-
view process.

“I do not like this
process,” Mr. Mathieu
said. “I do think it’s
very closed, and I think
the public will be much
better served if we had
things like résumés,
discussions. You as a citizen are better
off when we squirm. When we’re al-
lowed to do things behind closed doors,
that’s where the nefarious stuff hap-
pens.”

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said that pub-
licly interviewing the three nominees
was “unheard of.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt acknowl-
edged that he, fellow council members
Ann Palmer and Louis Petruzzelli and
Ms. Todisco, who comprise a Demo-
cratic majority on the six-seat body,
met in a party caucus to discuss the
three candidates and select among the
trio.

Ms. Palmer, who admitted she was
uncomfortable with the process but
came to understand the procedure was
not open to the public, said she spoke
with all three candidates before the
caucus meeting.

Mr. DeFilippo resigned last month
citing a vague reference to his job. Mr.
Blaufeder will complete his term, which
expires on December 31.

Mr. Blaufeder was not at the meeting
because he was ill, according to Mayor
Quattrocchi. He will be sworn in at the
next council meeting on Tuesday,
March 26.

Mr. Blaufeder owns and manages
TT Cycles, a custom motorcycle im-
port/export business in Berkeley
Heights. He ran for council in 2011. He
said during that campaign that he
wanted to rebuild relationships between
small business owners and the bor-
ough.

“There is a definite void in commu-
nication between borough hall and the
local business owners that should be
rekindled if we are to keep from having
for-rent signs popping up,” he said
then.

He also said any plans for successful
redevelopment on the North and South
Avenue corridors depends on how the
borough responds to entrepreneurs
who want to open businesses in the
borough.

Ms. Todisco said she was looking
forward to working with Mr.
Blaufeder, noting that she was also
appointed to the council to fill a va-
cant seat before she was elected to a
full term.

“I think he will bring a different
perspective and different background
to this council, which will be benefi-
cial,” she said. “I know him a little bit
personally and I have always found
him to be very calm, level-headed
and easy to work with.”

Mr. Mathieu, a Republican, said,
“He’s a good conservative...I need
somebody up here to help me vote
against tax increases.”

In other meeting news, the council
approved a resolution voicing oppo-
sition to legislation in the state As-

sembly and Senate
that would require
municipalities to pro-
vide voting opportu-
nities 15 days in ad-
vance of an election.

Mayor Quattrocchi
noted that borough
residents already have
the opportunity to
vote early by mail
without specifying a
need, and that the ad-
ditional costs would
be burdensome in ad-
dition to finding
workers to man the
polls.

Council members
voted to award a
$3,000 contract for
printing the borough
newsletter to Ad-
vanced Printing, after
Ms. Palmer’s inquiry
with the Garwood
Board of Education,
which has a newslet-
ter, about sharing ser-
vices. It was found not
feasible.

The council also
adopted a resolution to introduce next
year’s municipal budget, which calls
for a 3.31-percent municipal property
tax hike and was initially discussed at
a special meeting on February 28.

The increase amounts to a $95 hike
per $100,000 assessed value per home
and was caused by the approval of the
Athletic Field Complex, the borough
newsletter and updates to the website,
as well as increases in costs for sew-
erage, health insurance, police sala-
ries and pensions.

Ms. Todisco elaborated on a $5,000
down payment budgeted for a new
dump truck, citing quotes of $131,000
and $188,000 to replace a 30-year-
old vehicle which has a corroded
driver’s side floorboard and “cannot
actually dump” because the bed ei-
ther falls backward or forward. The
truck is used to plow and salt the
north side of town. The issue came up
during the special budget meeting.

Ms. Todisco also suggested the
borough’s recreation commission
consider charging a fee for the sum-
mer recreation program next year –
2014 – to increase revenue. The pro-
gram is currently free.

Steven Blaufeder

2011 Candidate Bio:
Steven Blaufeder  owns and
manages TT Cycles, a cus-
tom motorcycle import/
export business in Berke-
ley Heights. Mr. Blaufeder
wants to share his knowl-
edge of what works for suc-
cess and rebuild the rela-
tionships between
Garwood’s business own-
ers/operators and the mu-
nicipality.

as the township’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator, said the slow pace
of the cleanup is a problem that every
town is having.

The council also authorized a
shared-services agreement with
Fanwood for the operation of the new
emergency radio station that will be
used to broadcast emergency mes-
sages in the event of power and cable
outages, as well as non-emergency
community activities.

At its next meeting, the council will
confer with Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
about a recent Insurance Service Of-
fice (ISO) report that downgraded the
township’s fire safety rating by one
notch. Governing body members last
week heard a report by Township Man-
ager Henry Underhill about the report
and requested that Mr. Ellis brief them
on ways to improve the rating.
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SP Council

WF Rec. Comm. Rejects
Proposed Lease of Courts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s rec-
reation commission, on Monday
evening, considered and rejected a
proposal by Marcy Borr, of the
ACES tennis program, to lease two
courts this summer at Tamaques
Park to offer tennis lessons at the
cost of $5 an hour.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said, “Under the present
agreement with Pro Tuff and the P3
Tennis Academy, the town gets $17
an hour, and realizes $5,000 from
one program and $7,000 from an-
other. We’d only get $1,200 a sea-
son. Her proposal also takes away
courts that would be used for open
play.”

Recreation Commission Chair-
man Peter Echausse said, “Do the
math, it doesn’t pay; we are a self-
funding department. No taxpayer
money goes into the recreation de-
partment budget.”

Mark Friedman, Westfield Board
of Education liaison to the commis-
sion, said that the board would open
bids in April for renovations to the
schools to be done this summer. Mr.
Kaufmann said this would cause
changes in scheduling for the sum-
mer playground program, which
will have to be worked out with the
schools.

Mr. Kaufmann said that Memo-
rial Pool registration started in the
third week of February, and that
2,754 residents have already signed
up. Mr. Kaufmann said the guest
pass daily rate was raised by a dol-
lar and the guest pass weekend rate
by $2. He also said total pool rev-
enue realized last year was
$1,152,906.

Dee Kaufmann, assistant recre-
ation director, said sponsors and
volunteers are needed for the 5k
Race and One Mile Family Fun Run
to be held Sunday, May 19, at
Tamaques Park. For more informa-
tion, residents can call the depart-
ment at (908) 789-4080. Online reg-
istration is available at
RaceForum.com/Westfield.

She also said the Imagine project,
to be placed in an area of
Mindowaskin Park, is still in the
planning stages, but is expected to
have a water element, a pergola and
a retaining wall.  She said
fundraising for the project still has
to be done. The concept for the

project is to have a peaceful place
in nature for those who have lost a
loved one to come for reflection.
Mr. Kaufmann said the commis-
sion would have to approve the work
to be done at the park.

Mr. Kaufmann told the commis-
sioners that the Viersma Company
came in with the lowest bid and
would be doing work on the
Gumbert and Memorial Fields. He
said that opening day of the base-
ball season would depend on the
cooperation of the weather to get
the work done on time. He said the
work to be done at Gumbert One is
redoing the pitcher’s mound and
home plate. Mr. Kaufmann added
that new clay and grass would be
put in the infield. An irrigation sys-
tem also will be installed, he said.

All four fields at Memorial will
be regraded, and fenced-in benches
will be put in the warm-up batting
area.

Registration is available for the
Daddy-Daughter Dance to be held
Friday, April 5, from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. at L’Affaire, 1099 Route 22,
East, in Mountainside. The cost is
$45 per person until tomorrow, Fri-
day, March 15, and $60 per person
from Saturday, March 16, through
Wednesday, March 27.

The next commission meeting
will be held Monday, April 1, at
7:30 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012 Archive: IRISH TRADITION...Beautiful lassies enjoy the bagpipers that
marched down Morris Avenue in Union on Saturday (last year) at the 16th
annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents Catie Curtis
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With

Conscience Concert Series will present
Catie Curtis on Saturday, March 16, at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (corner
of North Avenue) in Westfield. Doors
will open at 7:15 p.m. and the concert
begins at 8 p.m.

Admission is $23 on line and $27 at
the door. This concert will benefit the
Keith Knost Special Needs Fund. Tick-
ets can be purchased online in advance
by going to:
catiecurtis3.eventbrite.com.

For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert Se-
ries, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org or
call the Concert Hotline at (908) 412-
9105 or e-mail ahrre@ahrre.com.


