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Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Photo courtesy of Rich Buchanan
IT’S YOUR WEDDING DAY...In Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s spring musical, The Wedding Singer, Robbie
(played by Christopher Centinaro) sings the reprise of the opening song to Julia (Rachel Naugle) while cast members blend
their voices in perfect harmony. See story page 24.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW BOUNDARIES...Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th), left, meets with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times editor, Paul Peyton, last Friday at which time the Con-
gressman spoke extensively on a number of issues.

Photo courtesy of Gabe Gluck/Union County Parks and Community Renewal
WHITE-OUT...The view from the gazebo at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside
last Friday was a virtual white-out as a late in the season snow fall dropped several
inches on the area.

Holt Gives Views on Health Care
Law, Gun Control, Sequestration

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Rep. Rush Holt
(D-12th) has been getting used to
the new boundary lines of the 12th
Congressional District, which now
stretch from just outside Trenton in
Mercer County to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood in Union County. Serving
in Congress since 1999, he now
represents 735,000 constituents
across four counties.

During an interview at the offices
of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last Friday, the Congressman
spoke extensively on a number of
issues, including the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act,
gun control and sequestration.

Speaking on the national health-
care law, the Congressman said he
read the 2,200-page bill and at-
tended committee meetings in
which Congressional staffers ex-
plained each section of the bill. He
said the national health insurance
legislation “builds the risk pool” so
that health insurance “becomes
more affordable for ordinary
people.”

“In the United States right now,
there are only 535 people that are
required to get their insurance cov-
erage through one of these market-
place exchanges. Those are the 535
members of Congress and their
staffs. It’s voluntary for everyone
else in America…This is going to

be good insurance at a good price,”
the Congressman said.

“There was so much misinforma-
tion, whether it was ‘death panels’
[15-member panel who would con-
trol the dissemination of care pa-
tients can receive], or that members
of Congress exempted themselves
and imposed it on everyone else,”
he said. “There are requirements in
there that everybody be covered
through their employment if pos-
sible, but if the employer declines
to do it the employer faces a pen-
alty, but the employee then has an
opportunity to do it another way. So
the point is that almost everybody
will be covered.”

In an effort to increase the num-
ber of primary care physicians to
handle the increase in newly in-
sured Americans, he said the bill
covers “tuition forgiveness” for a
“substantial” part of the medical
school tuition. He said new taxes
included in the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act would pay
for this tuition as well as setting up
more health centers in low-income
neighborhoods and reimbursing
states for covering more people
under Medicaid.

“The revenue from the bill will
exceed the expenses as best we can
tell,” Rep. Holt said. He called the
current health-care system “a very
inefficient, expensive system.”

“If people are not covered they
end up costing society a lot,” he
said. “One way or another, we are
paying it with increased rates or
additional charges if we have to go
to the hospital. So if people are
covered, they tend to be less expen-
sive because they get the care they
need before they’re on their death
bed…Preventive medicine is not
cheap, but it’s cheaper than inten-
sive care.”

On the issue of gun control re-
forms, Rep. Holt said, “I think we
would all benefit from this if we
looked at this” as a public-health

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Work Continues on Jail;
Recycling Grants Face Cuts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
week considered resolutions to in-
crease professional services con-
tracts by a total of $630,000 as part
of a $22-million upgrade at the
Union County correctional facility.

The resolutions before the board
include a change order of $214,083
to Netta Architects, LLC, of
Mountainside, for a new contract

of $512,173 and a $416,000 in-
crease to Pinnacle Consulting of
Newark for a new contract of $1.3
million for construction manage-
ment services. The freeholders are
expected to vote on both contracts
at tonight’s regular meeting.

In recent months the county has
moved prisoners to the Hudson
County jail per an agreement with
that county in order to allow refur-
bishment of inmate showers and
housing areas, including painting
and replacement of floors.

Brian Riordan, director of cor-
rections, explained that the “refur-
bishment of the jail” was necessary
due to its overuse since the facility
was opened in 1989. He said the
project would eventually include
refurbishment of all inmate hous-
ing units, installation of security
cameras, creation of a new “more
modern, more sizeable, better-out-
fitted control center” and
reconfiguration of the jail’s lobby
area. The kitchen also was to be
upgraded.

He estimated upgrades in the
housing units would take 18 months
to complete, with the control center
to be completed after work on the
inmate housing area is finished.
Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facili-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Pub’s Bid to Use Township
Property Turned Aside
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council last week turned aside a
bid by the owners of the Darby Road
Public House & Restaurant on Park
Avenue to use a portion of adjacent
municipal property to erect a tent and
serve alcohol during the St. Patrick’s
Day weekend.

The restaurant was planning to have
its liquor license temporarily ex-
tended during those three days to
include the so-called hedge property
that runs along Park Avenue between
Darby Road and the municipal build-
ing. The plan was to have patrons
enter the tent via the restaurant.

But Township Attorney Judy
Verrone told the council at its confer-
ence meeting last week that she did
not think the municipal government
had the right to allow such a move.
Doing so, she said, would amount to
the local government “benefiting one
particular commercial use,” and she
pointed out that patrons wishing to
enter the tent could only do so by first
entering the restaurant. The issue “is
the use of public property by one
specific commercial business.”

She wondered what would happen
if other downtown businesses had
wanted to utilize the same property
during the same days, and told the
council that one solution could be to
put the use of the hedge property out
to bid by interested parties. Several
times, Ms. Verrone urged the govern-
ing body to create formal standards
for the use of the hedge property and,
indeed, any other township-owned
properties that are not parks or
ballfields.

The council last week also ap-

proved two resolutions awarding up
to $96,000 in contracts to three com-
panies for stump-grinding efforts as
part of the disposal of debris result-
ing from Superstorm Sandy last Oc-
tober. But several council members
expressed frustration that the cleanup
– particularly the removal of debris
from the former Terry-Lou Zoo prop-
erty, which was a major disposal site
for debris – has taken so long.

Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
said she was “troubled” that the zoo
property likely will not be cleared
until April, more than five months
after the storm. Similarly, Mayor
Kevin Glover said he had “no confi-
dence” that the zoo site, which he
described as an “eyesore,” will be
cleared of debris by the end of this
month. Police Chief Brian Mahoney,
who attended the meeting and serves

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2012-Archives: IRISH DANCE...Young ladies perform an Irish step dance at the
St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser in Fanwood on Saturday to benefit Fanwood and
Scotch Plains Little League programs.

Appellate Court Overturns SP,
Orders Monopole at Hillside

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A three-
judge state Appellate Court panel
has ordered the township to issue
permits to T-Mobile and Verizon
Wireless for construction of a 125-
foot cell tower monopole in the
130-acre Hillside Cemetery on Park
Avenue.

The decision reverses a state Su-
perior Court decision as well as the
township’s board of adjustment Oc-
tober 2010 decision that rejected
the application. The board had ruled
that the applicants failed to present
sufficient evidence that there were
“dead zones” in coverage to warrant
construction of the monopole.

According to background on the
case as included in the appellate
panel’s decision, the monopole, dis-
guised as a tree, would hold nine T-
Mobile antennas at 118 feet in height
and 12 Verizon Wireless antennas at
a height of 108 feet. In addition, three
other providers could be located on
the monopole, including Scotch
Plains emergency services.

“Due to the board’s reluctance to
properly consider the evidence in
the record, our appropriate resolu-
tion is not a remand, but an order
directing approval of the variances
and site plan,” Appellate Court
Judges Clarkson S. Fisher, Jr.,
Carmen H. Alvarez and Jerome M.
St. John ruled. “We vacate the order
of dismissal in the Law Division
and reverse and remand for the en-
try of an order requiring the board
to approve applicants’ application.”

As reported in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in 2010, a radio-
frequency engineer testified for an
extended period early in the hear-
ings and detailed what he said were
“dead zones” in service for both T-
Mobile and Verizon Wireless in the
area, although several residents
questioned the completeness of the
data that was presented.

Over the course of eight zoning
board meetings, concerns also were

aired about potential declines in
property values resulting from the
monopole’s presence. Board mem-
bers sided with the residents, citing
the negative impact the pole would
have on the neighborhood and on
property values, while also faulting
the methods used to test for the
purported gaps in coverage.

“The board members rejected the
testimony of applicants’ [radio fre-
quency] expert, [Glen] Pierson, and
credited the ‘testimony’ of board
members and neighbors that there
was no gap in coverage, without
offering any rational explanation
or scientific basis to support that
finding. Pierson provided testimony
that was ‘clear, cogent, and infor-
mative,’” the appellate panel ruled.

“The board’s summary rejection
of applicants’ expert’s expert opin-
ion and blind acceptance of the
board members’ and neighbors’
‘facts’ failed to comply with gov-
erning law,” the panel ruled. “Addi-
tionally, the board rejected the ap-
plicants’ and its own expert’s testi-
mony concerning storm water man-
agement. Therefore, the board acted
in an arbitrary, capricious, and un-
reasonable manner in crediting
those ‘facts.’”

An initial appeal of the board’s de-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

School Budgets
The Boards of Education an-

nounce budgets for the 2013-14
school year. See the school budgets
and tax levies for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (page 11) Westfield (page
22), Mountainside (page 20), and
Garwood (page 10).

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 20
Police ............ 11
Community ... 6-8
Obituary ........ 8

Education ...... 9, 21-22
Sports ............ 13-19
Real Estate .... 13-22
Classifieds ..... 20
A&E .............. 23-24


