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inmate housing area is finished. Jo-
seph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facili-
ties, estimated that the control cen-
ter would cost between $6 and $7
million and also take a year-and-a-
half to complete.

“That jail was built for 517 pris-
oners and we’ve always had more
than 517 prisoners there,” Mr.
Riordan told the board. “Everything
in that jail was overused.”

“The present control center as it
is now is not logistically [or] elec-
tronically set up to receive any more
cameras or conduit or anything else
than it has right now. There is prob-
ably too much stuff in there as it is
right now,” the jail director told the
freeholders.

Addressing the lines of family
members that often have to wait
outside in the elements to see in-
mates, Mr. Riordan said he plans to
bring a contract proposal before the
freeholders later this year for a video
visitation system at the jail, “which
would prevent a large number of
people from having to come to the
jail at all.” Those who still visit a
family member in jail “would be
minimized, number one, and sched-
uled to come at a specific time and
sit down at a video monitor to have
their visit, as opposed to waiting en
masse outside the building in the
rain and snow and the heat because
we don’t have provisions to accom-
modate them in the lobby itself.”

In other business, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, who also is executive di-
rector of the Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA), expressed his
concerns over Governor Chris
Christie’s plans to move funding
for recycling grants to counties and
municipalities from a dedicated line
item in the state budget to the over-
all “general fund.”

Mr. Sullivan said Union County

itself would face the loss of
$300,000 in state funding for its
recycling programs if this funding
is slashed. “This would certainly
hurt the county’s recycling efforts
as well as the individual munici-
palities,” he said.

“Goodbye recycling in Union
County if that happens,” he added.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
said a resolution opposing recy-
cling funding cuts would be on
tonight’s agenda. Towns also have
been notified of the potential im-
pact on local recycling programs.

The freeholders are to vote to-
night on a 24-month contract ex-
tension for $279,752 to Brooklyn-
based Radiac Research Corpora-
tion for collection, packaging, trans-
portation and disposal of wastes
collected at Union County house-
hold hazardous waste recycling pro-
grams.

The board also is expected to
vote on a $300,000 contract to be
awarded to Tiffany Electric, Inc. of
Fairfield for intersection improve-
ments at Vauxhall Road and Valley
Street in Union near Home Depot.
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Union County Freeholders

down payment set aside for a new
dump truck without deciding on the
possibility of private garbage disposal
and for not addressing continual in-
creases in health care insurance costs,
which he predicted soon would rise to
the same level for retired personnel as
active duty employees.

He also raised the issue of how
Garwood has no ladder truck for the
fire department. Garwood had to rely
on Cranford to battle a recent blaze in
a two-story home on Second Avenue.
He said money spent on the Athletic
Field Complex could have been in-
stead been spent on the purchase of a
ladder truck, which he estimated would
cost about $700,000. He said the bor-
ough, however, is spending money to
purchase a dump truck for the DPW.

“Any money you had for the dump
truck, you spent,” Mr. Mathieu said.
“It’s called the athletic field. You took
$700,000 cash in the bank. You could
have bought one of these trucks in cash.
The thing that I just don’t understand is
people think there are no consequences
for overspending. The way I look at it
you spent your dump truck. You spent
your fire engine.”

Ms. Todisco and Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli countered, saying that there
were a lot of capital improvement
projects other than the athletic field
including the upgrade to the telephone
system, road projects and emergency
equipment, which accounted for some
of last year’s spending.

Ms. Todisco said the decision on the
dump truck, estimated at $120,000,
was deferred in previous budgets while
exploring shared service possibilities
with other towns, options that have not
materialized. Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
said the borough could pursue pur-
chasing a gently used dump truck.

“In the end, we have a 30-year old
dump truck,” the mayor said. “Do we
just want to continue to ignore that, or
are we going to finance it in a way that
is suggested to us by our professional
staff? We could, in a sense, buy it
outright… [but] it doesn’t make any
sense to do that when you can get loans
so cheap right now.

“We want to improve our ability to
buy projects down the road outright –
cash, but right now we don’t have that
ability. It takes some time to build that.
That’s been one thing in the budget
that’s been cut often to help ease the tax
burden on the residents too,” the mayor
continued.

The budget process was delayed
because of the resignation of Council-
man Victor DeFilippo who has served
on the finance committee. As a de facto
member, Mayor Quattrocchi has tem-
porarily filled his role on the commit-
tee.

The mayor was sick the day of the
last committee budget meeting, which
meant it had to be rescheduled. Council
members did not receive the budget
until two days before the workshop at
the council meeting.
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Garwood Council Budget

will be put in the warm-up batting
area.

Registration is available for the
Daddy-Daughter Dance to be held
Friday, April 5, from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m. at L’Affaire, 1099 Route 22,
East, in Mountainside. The cost is
$45 per person until tomorrow, Fri-
day, March 15, and $60 per person
from Saturday, March 16, through
Wednesday, March 27.

The next commission meeting will
be held Monday, April 1, at 7:30
p.m. at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on March 11, 2013 for the
following applications decided at its meet-
ing on February 13, 2013.

RED Realty, LLC, UBS and Verizon
109 North Avenue, West. Applicant
sought approval to install signage contrary
to Section 16.04E of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a wall sign 44.5 inches by
116.5 inches on the building’s south eleva-
tion between the second and third floor
levels and to allow a wall sign on the
building’s east elevation at the third floor
level where one sign at the main entrance
is allowed. Application for east elevation
sign approved. Application for south el-
evation sign denied.

RED Realty, LLC, UBS and Verizon
109 North Avenue, West. Applicant
sought approval to install signage contrary
to Sections 16.04E and 16.04Q1of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow twelve park-
ing signs on poles (four on the south eleva-
tion and eight on the west elevation), to
retain parking space pavement lettering
that conveys information regarding who is
permitted to park in the spaces and to
allow signs in parking and loading areas of
the same lot as a principal use. Application
approved with conditions.

Jeffrey & Kristen Davidson, 600 Salter
Place. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a second story addition contrary to
Sections 11.09E5, 11.09E6, 11.09E8 and
11.09E13 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a front yard setback of 45.63 feet
where 50.7 feet is required; to allow side
yard setbacks of 8.1 feet and 8.5 feet
where a minimum of 10 feet is required; to
allow a building height of 32.75 feet where
a maximum of 32 feet is allowed; to allow
a story height of 3 stories where a maxi-
mum of 2.5 is allowed and to allow a
building mass wall length at a zoning side
yard of +34 feet where a maximum of 25
feet is allowed. Application approved with
conditions.

Lerner, David, Littenberg, Krumholz
& Mentlik, 600 South Avenue. Applicant
sought approval to construct a monument
sign on the property contrary to Sections
16.04E5 and 16.04E5a of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow two free standing signs
in a yard with a depth of 10 feet where a
minimum depth of 20 feet is required.
Application approved with conditions.

Hugh Richard Covington, 709 Clark
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-

struct a second story addition contrary to
Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a side yard setback of 9.1
feet where a minimum of 10 feet is re-
quired. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Ernest & Pamela Clarke, 622 Maye
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a two story addition contrary to Sec-
tions 11.09E6 and 11.09E13 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a side yard set-
back of 7.2 feet where a minimum of 10
feet is required and to allow a maximum
building mass wall length in a zoning side
yard of 33.5 feet where a maximum of 25
feet is allowed. Application approved with
conditions.

David McLaren & Chiara Galbusera,
515 First Street. Applicant sought ap-
proval to construct a second story addition
contrary to Sections 11.09E5, 11.09E7,
12.04E and 11.09E13 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a street side yard set-
back of 11.66 feet where a minimum of 20
feet is allowed; to allow a maximum floor
area ratio of 38.2% (1,968 square feet)
where a maximum of 37% (1,906 square
feet) is allowed and to allow a building
mass wall length at a zoning side yard of
45.9 feet where a maximum of 25 feet is
allowed. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Dan & Laura Weinstein, 1445
Grandview Avenue. Applicant sought
approval to construct first and second story
additions contrary to Section 11.06E14 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a one car
garage where a two car garage is required.
Application approved with conditions.

Cheryl & Dan Arzewski, 164
Landsdowne Avenue. Applicant sought
approval to construct a one story addition
contrary to Sections 11.06E6, 11.06E13,
11.06E14, and 12.04F of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a side yard setback of
7 feet where a minimum of 12.5 feet is
required; to allow a building mass wall
length in a zoning side yard of 59 feet 7
inches where a maximum of 25 feet is
allowed; to allow a one car garage where
a two car garage is required and to allow a
building coverage of 22.28% where a maxi-
mum of 20% is allowed. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/14/13, The Leader Fee: $104.55

PUBLIC NOTICE

Holt Gives Views on Health
Care Law and Gun Control

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Rep. Rush Holt (D-
12th) has been getting used to the new
boundary lines of the 12th Congressional
District, which now stretch from just
outside Trenton in Mercer County to
Scotch Plains and Fanwood in Union
County. Serving in Congress since 1999,
he now represents 735,000 constituents
across four counties.

During an interview at the offices of
The Westfield Leader last Friday, the
Congressman spoke extensively on a
number of issues, including the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act, gun
control and sequestration.

Speaking on the national health-care
law, the Congressman said he read the
2,200-page bill and attended committee
meetings in which Congressional staff-
ers explained each section of the bill. He
said the national health insurance legisla-
tion “builds the risk pool” so that health
insurance “becomes more affordable for
ordinary people.”

“In the United States right now, there
are only 535 people that are required to
get their insurance coverage through one
of these marketplace exchanges. Those
are the 535 members of Congress and
their staffs. It’s voluntary for everyone
else in America…This is going to be
good insurance at a good price,” the
Congressman said.

“There was so much misinformation,
whether it was ‘death panels’ [15-mem-
ber panel who would control the dissemi-
nation of care patients can receive], or
that members of Congress exempted
themselves and imposed it on everyone
else,” he said. “There are requirements in
there that everybody be covered through
their employment if possible, but if the
employer declines to do it the employer
faces a penalty, but the employee then
has an opportunity to do it another way.
So the point is that almost everybody will
be covered.”

In an effort to increase the number of
primary care physicians to handle the
increase in newly insured Americans, he
said the bill covers “tuition forgiveness”
for a “substantial” part of the medical
school tuition. He said new taxes in-
cluded in the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act would pay for this
tuition as well as setting up more health
centers in low-income neighborhoods and
reimbursing states for covering more
people under Medicaid.

“The revenue from the bill will exceed
the expenses as best we can tell,” Rep.
Holt said. He called the current health-
care system “a very inefficient, expen-
sive system.”

“If people are not covered they end up
costing society a lot,” he said. “One way
or another, we are paying it with in-
creased rates or additional charges if we
have to go to the hospital. So if people are
covered, they tend to be less expensive
because they get the care they need before
they’re on their deathbed…Preventive
medicine is not cheap, but it’s cheaper
than intensive care.”

On the issue of gun control reforms,
Rep. Holt said, “I think we would all
benefit from this if we looked at this” as
a public-health problem. He said 100,000
persons are shot annually in the United
States, with a third of them killed. Half

of shooting deaths are suicides.
“Only a few of those [deaths by guns]

are [from the] successful use of a gun for
self-protection,” the Congressman said,
with the others resulting from an argu-
ment, gang-related, accidents or suicides.
“So, if you step back and look at that, I
think it is impossible to say guns are not
part of the problem,” he stated, calling
ignoring gun restrictions “blindly ideo-
logical and illogical.” He said the “like-
lihood” that school psychologists or
counselors would be able to stop a mass
shooter in advance is “not great.”

He also believes Congress needs to
consider the gun user, background
checks and mental-health issues, as well
as restrictions on securing guns and li-
censing and registration. In that regard,
Rep. Holt said he has drafted federal
legislation modeled after current New
Jersey gun restrictions.

The Congressman also would like to
see an end to “straw purchasing,”
whereby people buy guns for someone
else “that otherwise couldn’t” purchase
a firearm, and favors restricting firearm
magazine capacities to reduce the num-
ber of deaths at mass shootings. “It
[lower-magazine capacity] would not
provide much restriction on any legiti-
mate [firearm] use…and not much of an
inconvenience for gun owners and hob-
byists,” he said.

He said handguns are more respon-
sible for deaths in the United States than
semi-automatic weapons. “So we
shouldn’t obsess with restricting assault
weapons,” he said.

On the issue of sequestration – which
calls for $85 billion in automatic cuts
this year in federal spending and $1.2
trillion over 10 years on a national debt
of $16 trillion – he said sequestration
“was unnecessary.”

“It was just not a smart thing to do. It
was proposed as something that was so
unpalatable that it would never happen.
It was to guarantee that this [Congres-
sional] super committee [August 2011]
– that was to deal with the deficit at the
time of the debt-ceiling debate – would
function. But the super committee could
never have functioned.” He also called
the debt-ceiling debate “phony” and said
it should never have occurred.

He said the $16-trillion national debt
was the result of a “huge downturn” in
the economy “where we lost trillions of
dollars in worth” and where there were
“enormous expenses in unemployment
insurance and the other things that go
with a bad economy and because we had
two wars and we did not collect any
revenue to pay for those wars.”

“It doesn’t mean you have to drive the
deficit to zero. We’ve been in debt in
this country since 1789 and we’ve con-
tinued to grow and prosper and improve
the quality of life and expand liberties,”
he said. “The debt itself is something to
be dealt with, but not something to be
obsessed over. It’s more important that
we have a functioning economy and that
we invest in things that lead to current
and future prosperity.”

He said sequestration is “really cut-
ting ourselves to oblivion,” saying
“pretty soon we do nothing. That’s a
prescription for failure,” adding that
America has always been a “can-do
country.”

SECURITY DRILL…On February 16, representatives from the Westfield Pub-
lic School District and the Emergency Services Unit of the Westfield Police
Department (WPD) participated in an active shooter drill at Westfield High
School (WHS). The goal was to help school officials understand what to expect
when law enforcement responds to a threatening situation at a school. Following
an informative presentation, the school staff in attendance participated in
building exercises.  Gathering outside WHS with the Emergency Services Unit of
the WPD, standing, left to right, are: Paul Pineiro, assistant superintendent of
curriculum, instruction and program; Margaret Dolan, superintendent of schools;
Marc Biunno, McKinley School principal; Michael Cullen, Tamaques School
principal; Eileen Cambria, Franklin School principal; Derrick Nelson, WHS
assistant principal; Diana D’Amico, teacher at Washington and Lincoln Schools,
and James DeSarno, WHS assistant principal.

we squirm. When we’re allowed to
do things behind closed doors, that’s
where the nefarious stuff happens.”

Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said that
publicly interviewing the three
nominees was “unheard of.”

Councilman Bill Nierstedt ac-
knowledged that he,
fellow council mem-
bers Ann Palmer and
Louis Petruzzelli and
Ms. Todisco, who
comprise a Demo-
cratic majority on the
six-seat body, met in
a party caucus to dis-
cuss the three candi-
dates and select
among the trio.

Ms. Palmer, who
admitted she was un-
comfortable with the
process but came to
understand the pro-
cedure was not open
to the public, said she
spoke with all three
candidates before the
caucus meeting.

Mr. DeFilippo re-
signed last month cit-
ing a vague reference
to his job. Mr.
Blaufeder will com-
plete his term, which
expires on December
31.

Mr. Blaufeder was
not at the meeting be-
cause he was ill, ac-
cording to Mayor Quattrocchi. He
will be sworn in at the next council
meeting on Tuesday, March 26.

Mr. Blaufeder owns and man-
ages TT Cycles, a custom motor-
cycle import/export business in
Berkeley Heights. He ran for coun-
cil in 2011. He said during that
campaign that he wanted to rebuild
relationships between small busi-
ness owners and the borough.

“There is a definite void in com-
munication between borough hall
and the local business owners that
should be rekindled if we are to
keep from having for-rent signs
popping up,” he said then.

He also said any plans for suc-
cessful redevelopment on the North
and South Avenue corridors de-
pends on how the borough responds
to entrepreneurs who want to open
businesses in the borough.

Ms. Todisco said she was looking
forward to working with Mr.
Blaufeder, noting that she was also
appointed to the council to fill a
vacant seat before she was elected
to a full term.

“I think he will bring a different
perspective and different back-
ground to this council, which will
be beneficial,” she said. “I know
him a little bit personally and I have
always found him to be very calm,
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Blaufeder on GW Council
level-headed and easy to work
with.”

Mr. Mathieu, a Republican, said,
“He’s a good conservative...I need
somebody up here to help me vote
against tax increases.”

In other meeting news, the coun-
cil approved a reso-
lution voicing oppo-
sition to legislation
in the state Assem-
bly and Senate that
would require mu-
nicipalities to pro-
vide voting opportu-
nities 15 days in ad-
vance of an election.

Mayor Quattroc-
chi noted that bor-
ough residents al-
ready have the op-
portunity to vote
early by mail with-
out specifying a
need, and that the
additional costs
would be burden-
some in addition to
finding workers to
man the polls.

Council members
voted to award a
$3,000 contract for
printing the borough
newsletter to Ad-
vanced Printing, af-
ter Ms. Palmer’s in-
quiry with the
Garwood Board of
Education, which has

a newsletter, about sharing services.
It was found not feasible.

The council also adopted a reso-
lution to introduce next year’s mu-
nicipal budget, which calls for a
3.31-percent municipal property-
tax hike and was initially discussed
at a special meeting on February
28.

The increase amounts to a $95
hike per $100,000 assessed value
per home and was caused by the
approval of the Athletic Field Com-
plex, the borough newsletter and
updates to the website, as well as
increases in costs for sewerage,
health insurance, police salaries and
pensions.

Ms. Todisco elaborated on a $5,000
down payment budgeted for a new
dump truck, citing quotes of $131,000
and $188,000 to replace a 30-year-old
vehicle which has a corroded driver’s-
side floorboard and “cannot actually
dump” because the bed either falls
backward or forward. The truck is
used to plow and salt the north side of
town. The issue came up during the
special budget meeting.

Ms. Todisco also suggested the
borough’s recreation commission
consider charging a fee for the sum-
mer recreation program next year –
2014 – to increase revenue. The
program currently is free.

Steven Blaufeder

2011 Candidate Bio:
Steven Blaufeder  owns and
manages TT Cycles, a cus-
tom motorcycle import/
export business in Berke-
ley Heights. Mr. Blaufeder
wants to share his knowl-
edge of what works for suc-
cess and rebuild the rela-
tionships between
Garwood’s business own-
ers/operators and the mu-
nicipality.
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Cranford Council
Lehigh had instituted a builder’s rem-

edy lawsuit against the township, based
on the need for affordable housing.
Lehigh won the lawsuit; the project
was then sold to Woodmont Devel-
opers. Ms. Sweeney said Mr. Morin
represented the township at a hearing
where his boss was the developer.

Mayor Thomas Hannen said,
“Through our legal counsel, we are
looking into it; we’ve discussed it,
and we’ll do an appropriate con-
flict check. Soon we’ll be able to
make a statement.”

Following Ms. Sweeney to the
podium was Ms. La Brutto, who
said Livingston, which lost a
builder’s remedy lawsuit, had to
allow the development of an apart-
ment project with 558 apartments.
She said its school system has to
increase the amount of classrooms
to accommodate an increased en-
rollment. “We should be mindful of
the impact something like this
would have on our school system,”
she said.

Ms. La Brutto also said that in the
finding of facts transcript filed with
the court by Mr. Morin in the Lehigh
Acquisitions site plan hearing, it
states that the applicant met with
the Cranford Township Planning
Board.

“I have to tell you that that meet-
ing never took place,” she said. “I
was on the planning board then; I
don’t remember that.”

John Hrebin, who followed Ms.
La Brutto to the podium, said, “I
was also on the planning board and
don’t remember that either.”

Mark Smith, a former township
mayor, asked if there was any
progress in finding a permanent
township administrator. Mayor
Hannen said, “We had 39 appli-
cants last year and have 30 this
year. We’re holding interviews.”

Longtime administrator Marlena

Schmidt left in September 2011 and
was initially replaced by Police
Chief Eric Mason. The Township
Committee announced last Novem-
ber that Mr. Mason, instead, would
remain as police chief and a search
for a new township administrator
would be conducted.

Mr. Smith, referring to the con-
flict of interest brought up by Ms.
Sweeney, went on to say, “I’m as-
tounded at the involvement of
Woodmont. During litigation in
2010, I was unaware there was any
relation to Woodmont. I want to
know if there was any misrepresen-
tation on the part of Woodmont.”

In other business, Acting Busi-
ness Administrator Joe Hartnett said
that he was assured by the Ameri-
can Water Company that the com-
puter problem that caused the delay
in sewer bills would be resolved by
yesterday afternoon, March 13.

Diane Dabulas of the Rogut
McCarthy law firm said the final
decision on the Birchwood site pan
hearing would be rendered on Mon-
day, April 22, in state Superior Court
in Elizabeth by Judge Lisa Chrystal.
She said that Cranford has com-
plied, in every way, with the court
orders and if the judgment is not
favorable to Cranford, the town-
ship would appeal immediately. She
also said, “We have filed objections
on the Lehigh matter.”

On a lighter note, Deputy Mayor
Edward O’Malley and Debbie
Walker, chairwoman of the
township’s Green Business Team,
presented Green Business Certifi-
cates to Anthony Vallone of Maid
Pro, Vincent Savinelli of Vinny’s
Pizza and Pasta and to Dream
Kitchen Design, the owner of which,
Greg Poszyler, was not present.
Mayor Hannen thanked the recipi-
ents for conducting their business
in a community-conscious way.


