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CRANFORD – The Cranford His-
torical Society will sponsor the
“United States Secret Service:
Sons of Cranford” display at the
Cranford Public Library during
the month of March. The library
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue
in Cranford.

The exhibit features photo-
graphs, documents and memo-
rabilia about six Secret Service
agents who lived in Cranford.
John Baffa was the first Cranford
resident to become a Secret Ser-
vice Special Agent, followed by
Robert J. Kasdon, Thomas D.
Sloan, James F. Sloan, Richard
C. Harrington and Jose Riera.

Mr. Baffa’s most notable as-
signments were protecting Jesse
Jackson during his first run for
President and serving as national
coordinator for the 1987 United
States Papal visit of Pope John
Paul II. He is now retired from
the Secret Service.

Mr. Kasdon traveled extensively
in support of the mission of the
Secret Service. He participated
in five Presidential campaigns
and served during the adminis-
trations of five Presidents. He
retired in 1996.

Thomas D. Sloan is the first of
two brothers from Cranford to
become Secret Service agents.
He served as Special Agent in
Charge of the Baltimore Field
Office, where he oversaw com-
plex financial crimes investiga-
tions. He also was responsible
for the security of President Wil-
liam Clinton and managed an
international fraud task force. He
retired in 2001.

James F. Sloan, his older
brother, served with the Secret
Service for 20 years. His most
notable position was as Detail
Leader on First Lady Barbara
Bush while assigned to the Presi-
dential Protective Division. He
died on June 24, 2009 from

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis
(Lou Gehrig’s disease).

Mr. Harrington served in the
Secret Service’s Newark Field
Office before transferring to
Washington, D.C., where he was
assigned to various headquar-
ter divisions. He retired in 2004
but remains associated with the
Secret Service as a technical
consultant on matters of Field
Office Security.

Mr. Riera has been with the
Secret Service since 2000 and
remains an active member as a
Special Agent currently assigned
to the Presidential Protection Di-
vision.

Library hours are Monday
through Wednesday, 10 a.m. to
8 p.m.; Thursday and Friday, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

For further information, call the
Cranford Historical Society’s of-
fice at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Interested persons also may visit
the historical society’s website
at cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Senior Club Offers
Trip to Brownstone

GARWOOD – The Senior Citi-
zen Club of Garwood invites the
community to join club members
on a trip to the Brownstone in
Paterson on Wednesday, March
20, to see the Jersey Dreamers.
Included in the price will be a
specially prepared Italian-style
meal and two complimentary
drinks.

The price for the trip is $45 per
person for club members and $47
for non-members. The bus will
leave the Garwood Firehouse at
10 a.m. and will return at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. For further informa-
tion and registration, call Mary
Spina at (908) 789-0127.

Local Letters to the Editor

The procedure used to fill a
vacated municipal council seat,
in partisan municipalities, of
which Garwood is one, is clearly
spelled out in N.J. State Statute
(N.J.S.A. 40A:16 et seq). The
statute states that within 15 days
the municipal committee of the
political party vacating the seat
submits the names of three nomi-
nees to the governing body for
the selection of a successor to fill
the vacancy. The governing body
shall then appoint one of the
nominees as the successor to fill
that vacancy.

The Garwood GOP Committee
submitted the names in a very
timely manner, within seven
days, the council members re-
ceived the names a full six days
prior to the council meeting of
February 26. The governing body
declined to make a selection at
that time. They will have to make
a choice within 30 days of the
resignation; this would be at the
next council meeting on March
12 or the GOP Committee will
than choose one of the three
after March 14.

The procedure is surely de-
signed to be political in nature to
protect the interests of the reg-
istered voters who elected the
outgoing council member — this
is undeniable.

Councilman Jim Mathieu, who
was quoted in The Westfield
Leader’s Feb. 28th edition and
described as the lone Republican
on the council, refers to his not
being included in the selection
process and banned from the
party. It should be made clear
that there was not an obligation
to include him as he is no longer
an elected member of the
Garwood Republican Committee,
for good reason.
Mr. Mathieu’s activities can only
be considered as malfeasance of
duty when he has publicly an-

nounced that he did not vote for
the GOP candidates in the last
two general elections, but sup-
ported the Democrats. He also
nominated and voted for Demo-
crat council members for Council
president when two Republican
council members were available
and our Republican legislators
were in the room, while he was a
Republican District Leader. These
activities of not supporting Re-
publican candidates on all levels
are what led to his now deserv-
edly being left on the outside
looking in.

John Quattrocchi
Garwood Republican Chairman

Garwood Councilman Is On The Outside

Garwood Posts Borough
Newsletter Online

GARWOOD — Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi has announced that
the first edition of the borough
newsletter, The Garwood Ga-
zette, is now available for view-
ing on the borough website,
www.garwood.org.

“We encountered some unfore-
seen difficulties when we were ready
to go to press, requiring that the
printing of the newsletter be post-
poned. However, so as not to waste
the efforts of the volunteers, we
are able to move forward with the
digital version,” the mayor said.

Mayor Quattrocchi explained
that the newsletter contained
some time sensitive items so it
made sense to launch it online
immediately. “Hopefully future
editions will commence landing
in the residents’ mailboxes
shortly and on a regular basis as
well,” she added.

“Our residents have been clam-
oring for information pertaining
mostly to borough activities that
they could participate in, but also
about services that they can uti-
lize,” the mayor said. “We will be
upgrading our website in the near
future and are hoping that the
combination of a print newslet-
ter, updated website, the bor-
ough marquee on Center Street
and local media we will be able to
keep the borough population in-
formed of what is going on in our
town.”

The mayor also said she wants
to encourage residents to bring
their questions, concerns and sug-
gestions to her personally at coun-
cil meetings or drop in on Mayor’s
Saturdays, the third Saturday of
each month when she is in her
office from 10 a.m. to noon, with
no appointment necessary.

UCC Announces
Adult School

CRANFORD - The Hypnosis Coun-
seling Center with offices in
Bloomfield, Flemington and
Princeton will present a special set
of workshops on Tuesday March
12 for Smoking Cessation, Weight
Loss and The Tuning Method at
Union County College, 1033
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

Barry Wolfson, who possesses
a Master’s Degree in Counseling
and 26 years of proven success
in the art of hypnosis, will lead
each workshop.

The cost per workshop is $55.
Registration begins immediately,
and participants will be accepted
on a first come, first serve basis.

For further information, call
(908) 709-7600. For informa-
tion on Hypnosis techniques or
other Hypnosis workshops, con-
tact Barry Wolfson, Hypnosis
Counseling Center at (908) 996-
3311 or visit hypnosisnj.com.
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