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GW Planning Board OK’s
CO for 2-Family on Oak St.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s plan-
ning board last week approved a
certificate of non-conformity for a
two-family home on Oak Street
after an extensive discussion about
whether the property owners
needed to apply for the permit in
the first place.

Robert Dill and his wife applied
for the variance despite already
having a certificate of occupancy
for their home that was subse-
quently zoned in an area that
prohibits multi-family dwellings.
The couple purchased the home
as a multi-family dwelling in 1983,
with Mrs. Dill’s mother living in the
upstairs apartment for 22 years
until her passing in 2006.

It remained vacant since, while
the Dills made renovations and
repairs and searched for a suitable
tenant.

The discussion at the February
27 meeting ensued when board
member Kathleen Villaggio asked
why the application needed to be
heard.

The Dills were attempting to sell
the home when a prospective
buyer asked for a new certificate
of occupancy to complete the
transaction. The Dills’ real estate
agent, Ileen Cuccaro, said she
sought out Borough Engineer Vic-
tor Vinegra, who informed her
that the certificate of non-confor-
mity was needed to obtain the
new certificate of occupancy.

Ms. Cuccaro also said subse-
quent inquiries to other board
members, whom she did not iden-
tify, confirmed Mr. Vinegra’s in-
structions. Mr. Vinegra did not
return a call seeking comment.

“My feeling is that anyone that
had the zone changed out from
underneath them should be
grandfathered and a certificate
issued at no cost and certainly not
what the town required,” Ms.

Cuccaro said in an e-mail.
Board member and Borough

Councilman Bill Nierstedt argued
at the meeting that the certifi-
cate of non-conformity was un-
necessary and all that was needed
was a new inspection for the
issuance of a certificate of occu-
pancy.

“If a property owner has a CO
for a use that is not permitted in
that zone, that CO protects that
use going forward and there is no
need for an application for a cer-
tificate of non-conformity,” Mr.
Nierstedt said.

The Dills were in attendance at
the meeting and – because of the
confusion – asked that their appli-
cation be heard to expedite the
sale. While board members ap-
peared unsure if they should hear
the matter, the Dills asked for the
hearing in order to complete the
sale without the possibility of hav-
ing to appear again.

The panel ceded and voted unani-
mously to approve the applica-
tion. Mr. Nierstedt abstained, later
explaining he did not want to set a
precedent by voting and therefore
appearing to endorse the neces-
sity for such an application.

Because of the uncertainty, Mr.
Nierstedt said he is organizing a
meeting to resolve the confusion
over the procedure for issuing the
certificates of non-conformity. The
meeting is to include himself, Con-
struction Official Richard Belluscio,
Mr. Vinegra, Board Chairman Steve
Greet, Board Secretary Adele
Lewis, Board Attorney Don Fraser,
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud and
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello.

The meeting also is to resolve
inspection conflicts between Mr.
Vinegra and Mr. Guarriello.

In other matters, Mr. Greet ap-
pointed a four-member redevel-
opment committee including him-
self, Garwood Mayor Patricia Quat-
trocchi, Ms. Villaggio and planning
board member Gene Jannotti.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader  and The Times

GARWOOD  — The Union County
Republican Committee on Mon-
day named their candidates for
state Senate and General As-
sembly in legislative districts 20,
21 and 22 as well as picking
candidates for the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders.

The hour-plus convention, held
at The Westwood in Garwood,
began with the nomination of
Chris Christie for a second term.
The Governor gave as 30-minute
speech at the start of the con-
vention, thanking the county GOP
for being the first in the state to
back his campaign for governor
in 2009.

“I want to do this job for an-
other four years because I know
our work isn’t finished,”  the Gov-
ernor told covention attendees.
“... If you lock arms with me, we
we will win this fight in November
and we will win the bigger fight to
restore our state to greatness.”

County GOP Committee mem-
bers backed incumbents, Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick of Westfield, the
Republican/minority leaders of
their respective houses, and As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz of
Summit in district 21 for re-elec-
tion. Mr. Kean has served in the
Senate for 10 years after previ-
ously being an Assemblyman for a
year-and-a-half. Mr. Bramnick has
served in the Assembly since 2003.

In District 22, currently repre-
sented by Democrats Senator
Nicholas Scutari of Linden, As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of
Scotch Plains and Assemblyman
Jerry Green of Plainfield, the GOP
backed former Middlesex Borough
Mayor Robert Sherr for Senate
and John Campbell, Jr. of Plainfield
and former Middlesex Borough
Councilman Jeffrey First for As-

sembly. Mr. First, a nursing home
administrator, ran unsuccessfully
for Assembly in 2011. Mr.
Campbell is a graduate of Boston
College and an entrepreneur, ac-
cording to the Union County Ur-
ban League website, of which he
received an Urban League “I am
Empowered” award in 2011.

Mr. Sherr served 30 years as
director of health for the Westfield
Regional Health Department be-
fore retiring at the end of 2008.
He served as Middlesex mayor
from November 2009 to Decem-
ber 2011, according to his
LinkedIn account.

In District 20, currently repre-
sented by Democrats, Senator
Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth, Assem-
blyman Joseph Cryan of Union
and Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano of Elizabeth, the GOP
supported John Donoso of Eliza-
beth for Senate and Assembly
candidates Christopher Hackett
and Charles Donnelly, both Union
Township residents. Mr. Hackett,
a 2012 Rutgers University gradu-
ate, according to his Facebook
page, and Mr. Donnelly previ-
ously ran for Union Township
Committee; Mr. Hackett in 2012
and Mr. Donnelly in 2010.

Mr. Donoso, who ran for As-
sembly in 2011, is a member of
the Elizabeth Board of Educa-
tion and is employed as a finan-
cial advisor with JP Morgan
Chase, according to his Eliza-
beth BOE biography, and previ-
ously was a field director for
Acting Governor Donald
DiFrancesco.

In the race for freeholder, the
party selected former Springfield
Township Committeeman Marc
Krauss and Ira Geiger of Union, a
substitute teacher in Union
County and an outreach coordi-
nator for conservative Republi-
can campaigns and who holds a

master’s degree in education,
according to his LinkedIn account.
Mr. Krauss is senior program ana-
lyst with Marine Corps Systems
Command at Subsystem Tech-
nologies, Inc., according to his
LinkedIn account.
County GOP Chairman Phil Morin
said the GOP executive commit-
tee will select the third candidate
for freeholder and sheriff candi-
date. The Union County Regular
Democratic Organization has
picked long-time Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich of Elizabeth for reelec-
tion as well incumbent Freehold-
ers Linda Carter of Plainfield and
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford
as well  newcomer Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth. Mr.
Granados replaces 19-year Free-
holder Dan Sullivan on the Demo-
cratic ticket.

Union County GOP Selects
Cands. for Legislature, Freeholder

Garwood Knights Plan
St. Patrick’s Dinner

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will have
their annual St. Patrick’s Dinner
on Saturday, March 16, from 6 to
10 p.m. at their council hall.

Tickets for the corned beef and
cabbage dinner are $25 in ad-
vance and will be $30 at the
door. Included will be beer, wine
and soda. DJ MO will provide
musical entertainment.

Tickets can be purchased after
4 p.m. weekdays at the council
hall, located at 37 South Avenue,
Garwood, opposite PathMark.
Parking is available behind the
Knights hall, off Willow Avenue
(turn at Marty Shoes).

Visitors are asked to use the
side-door entrance. On week-
ends, interested persons are
asked to call (908) 789-9809
first after 2 p.m. Further infor-
mation also is available by call-
ing (908) 789-9809.


