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CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee heard the
last round of reports by depart-
ment heads presenting their ten-
tative budgets for 2013. The de-
partments represented at the
meeting were: health, recreation
and pool, financial, engineering
and utilities, and administrative.

In a March 1 memo to the town-
ship committee obtained by The
Westfield Leader, Cranford Interim
Administrator Joseph Hartnett said
this year’s preliminary municipal
budget is $34,292,514, represent-
ing an increase of $322,476, or
0.95 percent, over 2012. A total of
$21,303,085 would be raised in
taxes, an increase of $460,343, or
1.96 percent, over last year.

According to Mr. Hartnett, the
key factor influencing taxes this
year is the loss of two items on the
revenue side of the budget. They
are a tax abatement payment from
Cranford Crossing of $400,000 and
a reserve of debt service of
$135,000, which was available last
year but not this year. Informa-
tion sent to The Leader by Mr.
Hartnett indicated that an amount
of surplus was used to keep the
tax increase below the 2 percent
tax cap. The amount of state aid is
expected to be the same as last
year at $2,900,112.

At last week’s budget meeting,
Megan Avallone, health officer with
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment, told the committee that
the free rabies clinic, which was
held recently at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, was a huge suc-
cess. She also said that home
visits to the elderly was also a
successful program.

Mr. Hartnett said that changes
might be made to the way the
township handles health services.
He said the township has dis-
cussed hiring a full-time health
inspector, as well as a full-time
registrar. Cranford joined the
Westfield regional department

after its health officer, Warren
Hehl, resigned to become health
officer with the Rahway Health
Department.

Such a move would enable the
department to better deliver health
services, he added. The depart-
ment operates a clinic for children
ages 2 to 18 who are not covered
by health insurance. The services
offered include examinations, im-
munizations, health and nutritional
guidance.

Mayor Tom Hannen suggested
advertising the services so the resi-
dents are aware of the programs
available to them at little or no
cost. The health department bud-
get for this year comes in at ap-
proximately $277,958, including
salaries.

Stephen Robertazzi, director of
Recreation, Parks and Pools, told
the committee that this year Com-
munity Block Grants from the New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs were cut. He said the grant
for the Handy Man program, which
involves making minor repairs to
the homes of senior citizens, was
cut from $14,000 to $10,000. He
said seniors who need more sig-
nificant repairs are referred to the
county. He also said the social
services grant went from $16,000
to $12,690. He added that federal
grants were cut across the board.

Mr. Robertazzi said the depart-
ment maintains two senior buses,
drivers and a backup van. He said
approximately 75 seniors use the
buses for in-town and out-of-town
shopping.

Mayor Hannen asked if the an-
nual Fourth of July fireworks dis-
play would take place this year to
which Mr. Robertazzi said it would
be held. He also said the indoor
and outdoor pools will operate
much as they did last year. He said
pool enrollment is down a little,
but that the number is not signifi-
cant.

Mr. Hartnett suggested taking
another look at Cranford West, a
piece of property on the banks of
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Silver Lake, which was leased by
the township in Hope Township,
Warren County for outdoor recre-
ation and camping. He said he was
concerned about the lack of su-
pervision or management at the
site, which could cause liability
problems for Cranford.

Mr. Robertazzi said the property
is used by 100 residents annually.
Mayor Hannen said he would like
to keep it going, but agreed to look
at options concerning the
township’s liability. Mr. Robertazzi
said the recreation budget is ap-
proximately $350,000 and the
pool’s budget is $1.8 million.

Township Engineer Rick Marsden
asked the committee to fund two

part-time summer interns at the
cost of $8,000 to do upgrading of
storm water maps, surveying and
inventory.

“We have stuff that gets piled up
through the year,” he said. He also
said it would cost about $20,000 a
year to maintain the Cranford
Crossing parking garage.

Mr. Hartnett suggested hiring a
parking professional to handle the
downtown parking arrangements.
Mr. Marsden said improvements
were needed in lighting, curbs,

roads and sidewalks.
He also cautioned the commit-

tee about the practice of not moni-
toring the use of gasoline pumps
at the department of public works.
Mr. Marsden said the total budget
request, not including salaries, is
$316,000.

Steve Wardell, the supervisor of
public works, said his budget is
$2.5 million, including salaries.

The finance department was rep-
resented by acting Chief Financial
Officer (CFO) Ken DeRoberts and
Deputy CFO Ronald Angelo, who
told the committee that the sur-
plus in this year’s budget is $8.5
million, as opposed to last year’s
$2.4 million.
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