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Senior leadership led the sixth-
seeded, 17-8 Cranford High
School girls basketball team to a
somewhat smooth, 42-32, vic-
tory over 10-13 Roxbury in the
first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 Tournament
in Cranford on February 26.

Although they had a choppy
start with the Roxbury Gaels, the
Lady Cougars, trailing 4-0, found
their flow when senior point guard
Jenna Goeller banged the first of
her three 3-pointers of the first
quarter, which Cranford won, 9-
5. Senior forward Jess McCoy
assisted on all three 3-pointers.

“At the beginning, our coach
even said our tempo was way too
up. You always need that one
shot to get us going, and we
weren’t getting that. I took like
an NBA three and it rimmed out,
but once I hit my first shot, it got
everyone going, including my-
self,” Goeller said.

“We definitely started off rough.
We started really playing our
game when Jenna started get-
ting her shots. I think she had all
our points in the first quarter. We
played strong defensively. We
were a little weak rebounding,”

McCoy said.
Goeller hit an additional 3-

pointer to finish the game with
12 points, while adding four as-
sists, a steal and a pair of re-
bounds. McCoy got into the scor-
ing act from the second quarter
onward and finished with a game-
high 20 points, while accumulat-
ing four assists, four steals, two
tips that led to steals, and six
rebounds. Senior center Kaitlin
McGovern had six rebounds, two
steals, a blocked shot, an assist
and two points.

“Even though they were a lower
seed than us, we still thought
they would be a good team, and
they were actually. So we didn’t
want to be too confident, but I
think we came out slow at first,”
McGovern said.

The Cougars added three more
3-pointers to win the second
quarter, 17-8. Junior Kerry
Wischusen (5 rebounds, steal,
two tips, 2 assists), McCoy and
Goeller each sank the threes.
McCoy also hit three of four from
the free throw line to total six

SENIORS McCOY HITS 20 POINTS, GOELLER NETS 12 POINTS, McGOVERN GRABS 6 REBOUNDS

Cougars Rap Roxbury Gaels in Girls Hoops Section, 42-32
points. Goeller assisted McCoy
on her 3-pointer and Mairead
McKeary (3 points, 2 rebounds,
steal) on a lay-up.

“I give her shots and she gives
me shots. She gets me the ball.
I get her the ball, and we try to
get it to Katie,” Goeller said.

Goeller added two more assists
in the third quarter and the re-
cipients were McCoy and Carly
Maucione, whose dogged defen-
sive presence earned her four
steals, two blocked shots and
four rebounds. The Cougars won

the quarter, 8-7, and McCoy again
went 3-for-4 from the line.

The Cougars did run into some
foul trouble and McCoy even drew
her fourth foul midway through
the third quarter, but it never
became a factor in the game.

“We are aggressive on defense.
I know, especially for me this
game, they were bad fouls not
good giveaways, but it worked
out. It came together in the end.
We got a lot of fast breaks,”
McCoy said.

McCoy scored all eight of the
Cougars’ points in the fourth
quarter and hit two more free
throws to finish 7-for-8 (88 per-
cent) from the line.

Lauren Kornmann led the Gaels
with 13 points. Tara Leonard sank
seven points and Brittany Casola
had six points.

The Cougars’ next opponent
was to be at Iselin-Kennedy on
February 28.

“I know that I haven’t been
hitting as many shots the last
couple of games, so I think the
first half got my confidence back
on the outside. As a team for the
next game, which may be Iselin-
Kennedy, I know we are going to
come out strong, because we
want this section,” Goeller said.

The Cougars did, indeed, come
out strong in the quarterfinal
round and jumped on the 26-2
Lady Mustangs with a 20-9, first-
quarter lead en route to a 50-45
victory.

Wischusen sank three 3-point-
ers and led the Cougars with 11
points, while McCoy and Maucione
(two 3-pointers) each put in 10
points. McGovern rolled in nine
points, Goeller scored eight points
and McKeary added two points.
Roxbury   5   8   7 12 32
Cranford   9 17   8   8 42

Cranford 20 10   9 11 50
Kennedy   9 12 12 12 45
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DRIVING AROUND A GAEL…Cougar Jess McCoy dribbles around a Gael defender in the opening round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament in Cranford on February 26.
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