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win, 5-2.
“It was a really tough match. I

wrestled him twice before earlier
in the season. He’s a bull! I gave
it my all. I worked my butt off in
practice. Coach wrestled me all
week to make sure my condi-
tioning was up. I was a little tired
at the end. I wanted to control
my breathing, but I kept moving
to try to get a win. That’s what I
did,” Weiss said.

Next, Weiss bumped Donavan
Mantone (Mad), 5-3, to face
top-seeded AJ Iarussi (Summit).
The two football players battled
to a 1-1 tie in regulation, but
Iarussi managed a takedown to
win, 3-1.

Markovitch won his elimination
bout with D’yvetnot Beaublane
(Irvington) in 2:36. Next, he con-
trolled Kyle Dotey (Middlesex)
with his bread and butter grape-
vines and tilts but managed only
a 1-0 victory.

“Even though I wasn’t able to

score on him, I still kind of won,
because he was much more tired
for the next period,” Markovitch
explained.

Next on his list was another
bout with Velez (Brearley).

“I was just focusing on this
match, trying to get this match
out of the way, so I can see
Velez. I have been looking at the
tapes, so I am going in there
ready to wrestle as hard as I
can,” Markovitch said.

Both wrestled well, but Velez
tallied a takedown in overtime to
win, 7-5. Markovitch recovered
to win both of his wrestleback
bouts to place third.

After losing, 12-6, to second-
seeded Nick Anderson (Del) in
his opening bout, Cougar Murray
had to earn his trip to AC in the
wrestlebacks, beginning with a
3-2 win over Nick Abbott (Sum-
mit) and a 10-7 win over Chris-
tian Signorelli (Parsippany Hills –
PH). The only figure to stand

between him and the trip south
was Blue Devil Matt Barber.

Barber advanced to the Gang
of Eight with a 4:45 fall over
Brian Mooney (ALJ). After losing
to top-seeded Scott DelVecchio
(SoP), he won the battle of per-
sistence with a 5-3, ultimate
tiebreaker (UTB) over Anthony
Canfora (Seton Hall Prep – SHP).

“I knew I was more conditioned
than he. He was good at defense,
and he was defending most of
my shots, which wore him out a
lot. That’s what killed him. He
wasn’t as conditioned as me, and
that’s why I won. Third period is
all heart,” Barber said.

Barber’s heart did it again, this
time with a 6-5 UTB over Joe
Zecca (Hanover Park – HP). The
showdown with Murray was much
the same. This time Murray came
out on top of a 2-1 TB.

“This bracket was loaded. Ev-
ery kid here knows how to
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Blue Devil Colin Barber

Panther Brian Matthews – 152-lbs

Cougar Niko Capello (145-lbs)

Anthony DiRosa – Watchung Hills

Tom Cunningham (SPF)

Jon Mele (GL) – 120-lbs


