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l'ennemi du journaliste

BLUE DEVIL C. BARBER, COUGAR WEISS PLACE SECOND; COUGARS MURRAY, MARKOVITCH 3RD

Blue Devil Bulger, Raider Tufaro Grab Region 3 Mat Titles
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One hundred and sixty eight
individuals began competing at
the Region 3 Tournament in Union
on February 27, but when all was
said and done, only three in each
of the 14 weight classes qualified
for the NJSIAA Tournament,
which begins tomorrow, March
8, at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic
City (AC) and continues through
Sunday, March 10.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior heavyweight An-
thony Tufaro earned his second
Region 3 title, and Westfield Blue
Devil senior Brian Bulger
emerged as the 182-lb cham-
pion. Blue Devil Colin Barber
(152-lbs) and Cranford Cougar
Jeff Weiss (220-lbs) each placed
second, while Cougars Gavin
Murray (132-lbs) and Corey
Markovitch (182-lbs) both placed
third.

Tufaro began his move to the
title with an 11-2, majority deci-
sion over Tyler Calderone (South
Plainfield – SoP). Tufaro found
success three times with a dev-
astating double-leg takedown
then added some finesse for an-
other takedown.

“I just started hitting it re-
cently. It works! I tried to go for
a little trip in the beginning, but
he got loose. I was getting tired.
I saw that I could touch his legs
and I could get in there for a
shot,” Tufaro explained.

Next on his list would be an-
other showdown with Blue Devil
Kyle Kania in the semifinals.

“He’s a good wrestler. I feel if I
can take my shots, I can beat
him,” Tufaro said. “Stay away
from the Jap [Whizzer]!”

Tufaro added some flare to his
takedown repertoire with an
ankle pick that brought Kania to
his back for a fall in 1:46.

In his title bout with Rod Cenat
(Columbia – Cb), Tufaro show-
cased his quickness with a pair of

spin-behind takedowns to grab a
5-3 victory.

“When he shot for it, I knew it,
and I can sprawl pretty fast, so I

spun around got the two. I let
him up. He shot again, and I spun
around and got the two again,”
Tufaro explained.

Previously, Kania defeated An-
thony Rizzolo (Watchung Hills –
WH) in a 6-2 tiebreaker then he

edged Kris Lewis (Union), 4-3.
Kania lost his bid for AC when he
dropped a 4-3 ultimate tiebreaker
to Joe Romero (Elizabeth – E) in
the wrestleback semis.

Despite his stunning 4-3 loss

to Jeff Velez (Brearley – Br) in
the District 11 finals, Bulger re-
ceived the top seed. After pin-
ning Matt Fastiggi of Madison
(Mad) on February 27 in 1:42,
he pinned Steve Webb
(Whippany Park – WP) in 1:55
and Mick Pizzuta (Parsippany –
P) in 1:19 to reach the champi-
onship bout against Velez. With
the help of a pair of battering
takedowns, Bulger got his re-
venge with a 6-4 decision.

“I really wanted revenge. I was
angry about that loss. I don’t
know how to describe it. I just
wanted a takedown, so I took it.
I put everything I could into it
and attacked him. I think he was
more tired than me. He actually
scored off my shot, a front head
to a single to a double. He wasn’t
setting anything up on me,”
Bulger said.

Colin Barber, seeded first, beat
Joe Tavoso (Delbarton – Del), 7-
2, then had quite a battle with
Brian Matthews (Roselle Park –
RP) but pulled out a 6-4, three
overtime (OT) victory to advance
to the title bout and ensure a trip
to AC.

“The kid had a kind of awkward
stance. It was hard to get to his
legs. It was hard to open up with
his stance. Once the match went
on, I was using my shots and I
took him down,” Barber said.

Looking to his bout with Dylan
Painton (SoP), Barber said, “I
have a tough competitor. There’s
more need to open up, be active,
it should be a fun match.”

This bout also went to OT where
Painton won, 2-1, although Bar-
ber did hit a devastating lateral
drop that was ruled out of bounds.

Weiss, seeded third, met an old
foe in the quarterfinals with AL
Johnson’s Ed Olenick. Weiss re-
corded a pair of takedowns to
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UNDER CONTROL…Cougar Corey Markovitch, top, has Kyle Dotey (Middlesex) all wrapped up in his 182-lb
quarterfinal bout. Markovitch placed third to earn a trip to the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City.


