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A Look Behind the Scenes
At WHS’ Bat Boy: The Musical

WESTFIELD — The countdown
is on for the dedicated technical crew
of Bat Boy: The Musical Westfield
High School Theatre Department’s
spring musical. There are only two
weeks left before the show opens at
Thursday, March 14, at 7:30 p.m.

Seniors Emma Tabachnick and
Alison Simon began their roles as
assistant technical directors on the
production in January, as soon as the
set for the fall drama came down.
Emma and Alison worked with Set
Designer Roy Chambers, translating
his vision from sketches into massive
double-sided, multi-layered, moveable
set pieces. The technical directors have
learned to be fast-thinking problem-
solvers, who can make changes in a
minute.

The set was a “complicated build”
Emma stated, as each piece needs to
be sturdy enough to support the actors
on its multiple levels. “The energy
that goes into a production is amaz-
ing,” said Alison. “You’re really a part
of something bigger than yourself.”

Senior tech leaders Rob Cassie,

Benji Schwartz and Alex Ying, work
along side Director Daniel Devlin to
coordinate lights with scene changes,
as well as sound of the pit orchestra.
Each of the three tech leaders has a
dog-eared script, with multiple notes
indicating the many lighting and sound
changes that must be timed exactly
with dialogue and set movement.

There is a lot of teaching involved,
as underclassmen learn to operate spot-
lights, and the main boards. Rob, who
will be studying Theater Arts and
Design Tech at Northwestern Univer-
sity this fall, said that their work on the
show begins with the announcement
of the cast, and picks up momentum as
the crew members are given job as-
signments.

“Anything with theater is fun,” Rob
stated. “Lights are a subliminal thing,”
said Benji, who works the light board.
“If you go in with an alert eye, you can
see what an enormous impact good
lighting design has on a show.” Alex’s
experience as a musician gives him
insight into programming the show’s
sound. “Voices can be layered, so that
multiple sounds can be heard at the
same time, and not overpower each
other,” explained the future engineer-
ing student.

Juniors Geneva Gleason, costume
design; Alexa Derman, make-up and
senior Maria Hershey, prop mistress,
work hand-in-hand to establish the
look of the show.

A first reading of the script inspired
Geneva’s initial set of sketches. These
are reviewed with Mr. Devlin to visu-
alize how color and texture will estab-
lish the mood of the production.
Weekly costume parades are held be-
fore rehearsals; a spread-sheet helps
keep track of the large cast and their
many split-second clothing changes.

Alexa won a Paper Mill Playhouse
Rising Star award for her work on
last year’s show, Pippin. Her research
for Bat Boy included vampires and

the grunge movement. Lessons she’s
learned from her WHS theatre expe-
rience include, “Never to say ‘oops’
to someone while you’re working on
their face,” and how important it is
for the tech crew to feel involved with
the show. Her make-up crew mem-
bers participate in the vocal warm-
ups alongside the actors.

As the prop mistress for Bat Boy,
Maria is in charge of finding, creat-
ing and keeping track of all of the
props. She and her crew are respon-
sible for making sure the props get
into the actors’ hands when they are
needed. “Props crew is always a fun
challenge; I love being able to funnel
artistic energy into making contribu-
tions to the shows,” she said.

Senior Asher Horowitz designed
the poster for the show. He began his
work by creating a computer “sketch”
of two concepts to present to Mr.
Devlin. One became the graphic iden-
tity of the show, which appears on
publicity items like posters and book-
marks; it was also adapted for the
show’s program cover, cast and crew
t-shirts, and a billboard (in front of
the theatre). In addition, Asher will
be designing the lobby decoration,
which will set the stage for the actual
production.

Bat Boy: The Musical will be pre-
sented on Thursday, March 14: Fri-
day, March 15, and Saturday, March
16. All performances are at 7:30 p.m.
on the main stage of Westfield High
School, located at 550 Dorian Road.
Tickets may be purchased at the door
on the evening of the performance or
reserved in advanced at $12 each by
e m a i l i n g
WHStickets@Westfieldnjk12.org or
calling 908-884-1866.

Please note that some of the shows
content and imagery, although come-
dic and intended as a nod to several
classic “B” horror films, may be inap-
propriate for younger children.

BEHIND THE SCENES...The senior technical crew leaders of Westfield High School’s production of Bat Boy: The Musical
take a break by their control booth during a recent rehearsal. Pictured, from left to right, are: Rob Cassie, Alex Ying, Alison
Simon, Benji Schwartz, Asher Horowitz, Emma Tabachnick, and Maria Hershey.

Kenilworth Photographer to
Exhibit at Les Malamut

PHOTOGRAPHS ON DISPLAY...The Les Malamut Art Gallery will present
award winning Kenilworth photographer, Ben Venezio, in a solo show titled
“Visions.” The exhibit will continue until Tuesday, April 30. “Time Remem-
bered,” above, will be featured in the exhibit.

UNION — The Les Malamut Art
Gallery will present award winning
Kenilworth photographer, Ben
Venezio, in a solo show titled “Vi-
sions.” The exhibit will opened on
March 4 and continue untill Tuesday,
April 30.

Ben, a long time resident of
Kenilworth has pursued the art of
photography for over 40 years
through Camera Clubs and Art Asso-
ciation activities. He started in 1968
with the Union Camera Club, which
is no longer active. Joining numerous
other Clubs over the years, he be-
came President of the Cranford/
Millburn Club and later the president
of the Camera Naturalist Club in
Basking Ridge. He has never had any
formal training in photography, learn-
ing through camera clubs and other
photographers and also reading rel-
evant materials.

Over the years he has won many
awards including Top Image 12 times
and runner up three times in New
Jersey Federation of Camera Clubs.
He has been written up several times

by the Star Ledger and other newspa-
pers. His images have been shown on
calendars in Nature’s Best magazine,
in many studios around the state and at
the Smithsonian in Washington, D. C.

Ben was awarded a citation from
NJFCC in 2000 for his work over the
years for judging, putting on pro-
grams and for his efforts in promot-
ing photography in general. He main-
tains a web site with his photos:
benveneziophotos.smugmug.com All
photos are available for purchase by
contacting the artist.

The Gallery is located on the lower
level of the Union Public Library,
1980 Morris Avenue, Union. The
exhibit is free and open to the public
during regular library hours. It is
handicapped accessible. For further
information visit
lesmalamutartgallery.wordpress.com
or call (908) 851-5450.

Artists wishing to be considered
for an exhibit in the Gallery can con-
tact Barbara Wirkus Curator at
dmbbw33@yahoo.com or (908) 276-
6656.

The Wardlaw-Hartridge
Presents Tarzan the Musical
EDISON — The Wardlaw-

Hartridge School will present Tarzan
as its spring musical production with
four performances. Come watch stu-
dents fly across the stage in a fabu-
lous show that promises to be fun for
everyone.

The show will open tonight, Thurs-
day, March 7, and run on consecutive
nights through Saturday, March 9,
with all performances beginning at
7:30 p.m. There will be a Sunday,
March 10, matinee finale at 3 p.m.

Originally a Disney film, Tarzan
was adapted for the Broadway stage
in 2006 and was just released in 2012
for licensing by schools. Zfx Flying
Effects is working on the show to set
up rigging on the school’s stage to fly
11 students so Tarzan literally will be
sweeping Jane off her feet.

Billy Nolan of Colonia and Mairead
Forrest of Parlin lead a talented cast
in the lead roles of Tarzan and Jane,
respectively. Other major characters
will be played by Neelam Patel of
Edison, Alex Barbet of Plainfield,
Harry T. Osborne of Plainfield, Julia
Linger of Cranford, Michael Olano
of South Plainfield, Claude Djan of
Scotch Plains, Noah Fischer of

Parsippany, Antonia Santangelo of
Rahway, Josh Marseille of Linden
and Nick Davis of Union.

Ensemble cast members include
Dana Afflu of Edison, Steven Bessette
of Scotch Plains, Aaliah Burney of
Sewaren, Cecily D’Amore of Scotch
Plains, Stan DeLaurentiis of
Plainfield, Dazlyn Erachshaw of
Iselin, Connor Forrest of Parlin,
Katelyn Gadek of Perth Amboy,
Karolyn Gonzalez of Plainfield, Lily
Helander of Westfield, Victoria
Howell of Piscataway, Lara Jasti of
Colonia, Lauren Kisare of
Bridgewater, Kelly Lawrence of
Scotch Plains, Caroline McNamara
of Westfield, Huma Naqvi of Carteret,
Haley Needle of Scotch Plains, Carlin
Schildge of Westfield, Tal Sherman
of Plainfield, Charlotte Sweeney of
Cranford, Emily Wexler of Scotch
Plains and Lauren Yates of
Piscataway.

Tickets are $10 for all patrons with
the exception of $5 tickets offered to
children 10 and under. Tickets may
be purchased at the door. For more
information, call the school at (908)
754-1882 or e-mail Allyson Schieve
at aschieve@whschool.org.

The cast of Wardlaw-Hartridge School’s Tarzan.

SP-FHS Art Students to
Exhibit ‘Funny Faces’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The charcoal

drawings from Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School Studio Art
Class will be exhibited at the Scotch
Plains Public Library from March 18
–28.

The exhibit will feature the work
of seventeen students taught and their
interpretation of “Funny Faces.” The
students are taught by Jeffrey
Gutterman. This is the second annual
exhibit showcasing student work from
the high school.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township. Library hours are
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 9
p.m.; Tuesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Wednesday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday
12 noon to 4 p.m.

FUNNY FACES...The charcoal draw-
ings from Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School Studio Art Class will be exhib-
ited at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary from March 18 –28.

Highlander Band Basket
Auction Set For March 8

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Governor Livingston Highlander
Band will hold its Basket Auction
on Friday, March 8, (snow date
March 9) at 6 p.m. at Governor
Livingston High School, 175
Watchung Boulevard. Admission is
$10, which includes a block of tick-
ets, a beverage and dessert.

Great prizes at this year’s auction
include an iPad Mini, Xbox 360,
and a $500 value Lady Bug Pest
Control contract.

This annual basket auction is a
family-friendly ticket event at which
participants bid for items using pur-
chased tickets. In addition to the
grand prizes, there are hundreds of
other baskets of prizes including:
American Girl Doll of the Year with
accessories; signed and framed Jets
and New York Giants lithographs;
Kindle Paperwhite and two cash

50/50s.
The Highlander Marching Band

raises funds to support music op-
portunities for the students includ-
ing trips, clinics and to run their
annual marching band pageant. In
2014 the band will visit Edinburgh,
Scotland. This destination is near
the birthplace of Robert Livingston,
the grandfather of New Jersey’s first
governor, William Livingston
elected in 1776, from which the
school gets its name.

This past season was an exciting
one for the Highlanders as they
placed first at the Atlantic Coast
Championships in the Group 1 Open
category. The Highlanders were also
Chapter 10 (North Jersey) and New
Jersey State Champions.

Visit highlanderband.org for the
event flyer, or email questions to
bgeorge914@gmail.com.

BASKET AUCTION...The Governor Livingston Highlander Band will hold its
Basket Auction on Friday, March 8 (snow date March 9) at 6 p.m. at Governor
Livingston High School, 175 Watchung Boulevard. Admission is $10, which
includes a block of tickets, a beverage and dessert.

Westfield Community Players’ Production:
Proof Positive that Genius Abounds

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — David Auburn’s
2001 Pulitzer Prize-winning play,
Proof, the Westfield Community
Players’ latest offering, is a thought-
ful one. Although it is a serious play
about genius and madness and
whether or not they are inherited,
thanks to careful direction and fine
acting, there are a number of very
memorable and humorous moments.

The plot revolves around the re-
cently deceased Robert (John
Correll), a genius who, at age 23,
sets the mathematical world on its
ear, yet suffers from mental illness
for most of the rest of his life. Robert
appears in flash backs or in the mind
of his younger daughter Catherine
(Shiva Kiani). A depressed, college
drop-out, Catherine has forfeited her
formal education to stay at home to
care for her father over the last few
years.

The play opens on the early morn-
ing of Catherine’s 25th birthday in
the back yard of their simple house

(smartly designed by Bill McMeekan
and decorated by JoAnne
Lemenille).

Catherine’s sister, Claire, (Kristin
Barber-Furlong) travels from New
York City to help with the father’s
funeral arrangements. For years,
Claire has supplied the money to
keep Catherine and their father in
the family home in Chicago. Now,
the older sister feels it best for
Catherine to come live near her so
that she can get help from compe-
tent doctors. Catherine doesn’t un-
derstand why she might need “help
from competent doctors.” Secretly,
though, Catherine confesses in a dis-
cussion with the deceased father that
she has “lost a few days”, 33 days
lately, in fact, and wonders if she is
crazy.

Catherine allows Hal (Bobby
Marusiefski), one of her father’s
former math students, to look
through her father’s 103 notebooks.
In sifting through Robert’s notations
and scribbling, Hall wants to see if
there is a spark of genius hiding in

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PONDERING THE PROOF…Catherine (Shiva Kiani), seated, tries to persuade
Hal (Bobby Marusiefski), that there is truth in the notebook he holds. Her older
sister, Claire, (Kristin Barber-Furlong) listens along with the girls’ deceased
father, Robert (John Correll). Westfield Community Players’ production of the
Pulitzer Prize-winning play Proof, directed by Steve Lemenille, continues week-
ends through March 23.

those pages.
Indeed, a notebook is discovered

that offers a mathematical theorem
that no one had thought possible.
This monumental discovery turns
into a mystery when its author’s cred-
ibility is questioned. But the play
Proof is not a mystery. It’s a poi-
gnant story that proves that develop-
ing trust in relationships might be as
tough as establishing the truth of a
mathematical proof.

Ms. Kiani plays the role of
Catherine as a realistic, multi-lay-
ered, complex character. She finesses
her character’s mood swings, para-
noia and irrationality in a completely
credible manner.

Mr. Correll’s portrayal of Robert
is truly genius. His monologue about
“the machinery” that erupts in emo-
tional overload stands in stark con-
trast with his quiet monologue about
the bookstore. A hush fell over the
audience on opening night as Mr.
Correll — who is so easy in his
delivery on stage — drew us into the
world of a disturbed mind.

Characters Hal and Claire, in con-
trast to the other two, lack genius
but are better adjusted to the world.
Mr. Marusiefski, with white shirt,
old-fashioned glasses and black
sneakers, plays Hal geeky enough
to be believable. His character
serves as a rational voice that wins
over the audience as well as
Catherine. Claire, played expertly
by Ms. Barber-Furlong, brings to
the role the needed cool sophistica-
tion in dress, attitude and demeanor.
The repartee between Ms. Barber-
Furlong and Ms. Kiani resounds as
truthful sibling chatter.

Musical background by sound op-
erator Michael Bieber lends poi-
gnancy in just the right spots with-
out being intrusive. Kudos to vet-
eran director Steve Lemenille who,
along with producer Sally Brown,
has presented an engaging piece of
theatre.


