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Tufaro, Bulger Win at Region 3 Mat Tourney
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(Whippany Park – WP) in 1:55 and
Mick Pizzuta (Parsippany – P) in
1:19 to reach the championship bout
against Velez. With the help of a pair
of battering takedowns, Bulger got
his revenge with a 6-4 decision.

“I really wanted revenge. I was an-
gry about that loss. I don’t know how
to describe it. I just wanted a takedown,
so I took it. I put everything I could
into it and attacked him. I think he was
more tired than me. He actually scored
off my shot, a front head to a single to
a double. He wasn’t setting anything
up on me,” Bulger said.

Colin Barber, seeded first, beat Joe
Tavoso (Delbarton – Del), 7-2, then
had quite a battle with Brian Matthews
(Roselle Park – RP) but pulled out a
6-4, three overtime (OT) victory to
advance to the title bout and ensure a
trip to AC.

“The kid had a kind of awkward
stance. It was hard to get to his legs.
It was hard to open up with his stance.
Once the match went on, I was using
my shots and I took him down,”

Barber said.
Looking to his bout with Dylan

Painton (SoP), Barber said, “I have a
tough competitor. There’s more need
to open up, be active, it should be a
fun match.”

This bout also went to OT where
Painton won, 2-1, although Barber
did hit a devastating lateral drop that
was ruled out of bounds.

Weiss, seeded third, met an old foe
in the quarterfinals with AL Johnson’s
Ed Olenick. Weiss recorded a pair of
takedowns to win, 5-2.

“It was a really tough match. I
wrestled him twice before earlier in
the season. He’s a bull! I gave it my
all. I worked my butt off in practice.
Coach wrestled me all week to make

sure my conditioning was up. I was a
little tired at the end. I wanted to
control my breathing, but I kept mov-
ing to try to get a win. That’s what I
did,” Weiss said.

Next, Weiss bumped Donavan
Mantone (Mad), 5-3, to face top-
seeded AJ Iarussi (Summit). The two
football players battled to a 1-1 tie in
regulation, but Iarussi managed a
takedown to win, 3-1.

Markovitch won his elimination
bout with D’yvetnot Beaublane
(Irvington) in 2:36. Next, he con-
trolled Kyle Dotey (Middlesex) with
his bread and butter grapevines and
tilts but managed only a 1-0 victory.

“Even though I wasn’t able to score
on him, I still kind of won, because he
was much more tired for the next
period,” Markovitch explained.

Next on his list was another bout

with Velez (Brearley).
“I was just focusing on this match,

trying to get this match out of the
way, so I can see Velez. I have been
looking at the tapes, so I am going in
there ready to wrestle as hard as I
can,” Markovitch said.

Both wrestled well, but Velez tal-
lied a takedown in overtime to win, 7-
5. Markovitch recovered to win both
of his wrestleback bouts to place third.

After losing, 12-6, to second-
seeded Nick Anderson (Del) in his
opening bout, Cougar Murray had to
earn his trip to AC in the wrestlebacks,
beginning with a 3-2 win over Nick
Abbott (Summit) and a 10-7 win over
Christian Signorelli (Parsippany Hills
– PH). The only figure to stand be-
tween him and the trip south was
Blue Devil Matt Barber.

Barber advanced to the Gang of Eight
with a 4:45 fall over Brian Mooney
(ALJ). After losing to top-seeded Scott
DelVecchio (SoP), he won the battle of
persistence with a 5-3, ultimate
tiebreaker (UTB) over Anthony Canfora
(Seton Hall Prep – SHP).

“I knew I was more conditioned
than he. He was good at defense, and
he was defending most of my shots,
which wore him out a lot. That’s what
killed him. He wasn’t as conditioned
as me, and that’s why I won. Third
period is all heart,” Barber said.

Barber’s heart did it again, this
time with a 6-5 UTB over Joe Zecca
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Westfield. Unique, stately, updated colonial in prestigious location. 12 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, updated 3
Full and 2 Half Baths.  Hallmarks include parquet floors inlaid with walnut, high ceilings, tall windows,
period detail, and quality appointments. Vestibule opens to elegant center hall foyer w/sweeping staircase
and 10 ft. ceilings,. Gracious living room has fireplace and 2 French doors to 3 season porch. Holiday size
dining room features beautiful pocket doors leading to spacious family room highlighted by natural wood
beam ceiling and plate molding. The remodeled kitchen offers center isle, granite counters, ample tall
cabinets and pantry.  The second floor has 4 bedroom w/master bedroom w/master bath and dressing
room/office. The third floor has 2 bonus bedrooms, newer bath, walk-in closet and great storage. The full
basement has wonderful expansion possibilities. Rear fenced yard features heated in ground pool/spa and
large brick patio. Close to schools, NYC transportation, park and downtown. $1,298,000.

Westfield Icemen Top Summit
For Union County Cup, 3-1

DoCampo (19 saves) until the last
minute of the period when
McLaughlin made a nifty move out
of the corner and slipped a shot inside
the near post for a 1-1 tie.

The Blue Devils’ consistent attack,
however, wore down the Hilltoppers
in the third period. Forwards Jon
Macik and Nick Grawehr maintained
their relentless pressure in the Sum-
mit zone and it resulted in a 2-1 lead
four minutes in when Meyer took a
feed from Macik and snapped a quick
wrist shot by Summit netminder
Garrett McGowan (28 saves).

Westfield continued to carry play
and with six minutes remaining, for-
ward Dane Huber stretched the lead
to 3-1 with a highlight reel, top corner
blast. Summit frantically pressed to
get back into the game but to no avail,
as Westfield defensemen Liam Devin,
Chris Kattak and Andrew Stern
thwarted the Hilltoppers’ offense.

Next up for Westfield was the NJ
Public A State Tournament on Febru-
ary 26 against Manalapan at
Warinanco Rink. Summit began their
defense of last year’s Public B State
Title on February 28.

It was a classic case of puncher vs.
counterpuncher at raucous Warinanco
Rink in Roselle on February 23 as the
Westfield High School and Summit
Hilltoppers squared off with the Union
County Ice Hockey Championship at
stake. The rivals had split their two
regular-season games, each winning
by one goal, but this time, the Blue
Devils prevailed, 3-1, to win the rub-
ber match.

The Blue Devils came out as the
aggressor, banging the smaller but
speedy Hilltoppers in the first period
and establishing a physical presence
that would last the entire night. The
fierce Blue Devil fore-check paid off
with four minutes remaining in the
first period as forwards Andy Eckert,
Sam Meyer and Jeremie DeDea
cycled down low in the offensive zone
until DeDea was able to bury a shot
from the slot for a 1-0 lead.

The Hilltoppers began to get their
offense going in the second period,
thanks in part to Westfield’s steady
march to the penalty box. Summit’s
high scoring trio of Liam McLaughlin,
Chris Zanelli and Riley Flynn were
held at bay by Blue Devil goalie Dan

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE TIEBREAKER…Blue Devil Matt Barber clamps Anthony Canfora (Seton Hall Prep) with an arm bar and
chin hook to seal his victory in the 132-lb wrestlebacks. Barber advanced to the third-place consolation round where he
dropped a 2-1, three overtime decision to Cougar Gavin Murray.

See Many More Photos
at www.goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

MCGOVERN NETS 18 PTs, MAUCIONE KEY RBS, 11 PTs

Cougars Topple Highlanders
For Section Hoops Title, 56-51

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Three” was a charm for the Gov-
ernor Livingston High School bas-
ketball girls when they defeated
Cranford in the Union County Tour-
nament, after losing twice to them
during the regular season, and went
on to win the title. But “four” was a
charm for the Lady Cougars when
they seized the initiative from the
start and held on to defeat the 23-5
Highlanders for the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 Championship in
Berkeley Heights on March 4.

Unlike in the previous three games,
when both teams suffered hot and

cold spells, the 20-8 Cougars main-
tained their scoring momentum
throughout.

“Against Iselin-Kennedy, we came
out strong and we wanted to prove,
even though we lost to them in coun-
ties, we are the better team. We are
going to go 3-1 against you. Counties
is bragging rights! States is what ac-
tually matters! The fact that we are
going out with a sectional champion-
ship says a lot about our team,” senior
point guard Jenna Goeller said.

Senior Kaitlin McGovern scored
eight of her game-leading 18 points
in the first quarter, and Goeller fin-
ished with nine points, including two

3-pointers. Senior Jess McCoy, who
finished with 12 points, sent a mes-
sage early when she banged a 3-
pointer to force the Highlanders, trail-
ing 7-2, to call a timeout with 5:25
left in the first quarter. Junior Carly
Maucione sank five of her 11 points
in the first quarter. Junior Kerry
Wischusen kept momentum on the
Cougars’ side when she hit a 3-pointer
to start the second quarter.

“The big difference in this game
compared to all the games we played
was we came out and we wanted it
from the beginning. We played our
hardest,” McCoy said.

McCOY HITS 20 PTs, GOELLER 12 PTs, McGOVERN 6 RBs

Cougars Rap Roxbury Gaels
In Girls Hoops Section, 42-32

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior leadership led the sixth-
seeded, 17-8 Cranford High School
girls basketball team to a somewhat
smooth, 42-32, victory over 10-13
Roxbury in the first round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament in Cranford on February 26.

Although they had a choppy start
with the Roxbury Gaels, the Lady
Cougars, trailing 4-0, found their flow
when senior point guard Jenna Goeller
banged the first of her three 3-pointers
of the first quarter, which Cranford
won, 9-5. Senior forward Jess McCoy
assisted on all three 3-pointers.

“At the beginning, our coach even

said our tempo was way too up. You
always need that one shot to get us
going, and we weren’t getting that. I
took like an NBA three and it rimmed
out, but once I hit my first shot, it got
everyone going, including myself,”
Goeller said.

“We definitely started off rough.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEET VICTORY…Cougar senior Kaitlin McGovern hugs Megan Pringle after the Cougars defeated Governor
Livingston, 56-51, in Berkeley Heights to capture the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 crown. It was the second sectional
title for McGovern, Jenna Goeller and Jess McCoy, who had won it in their freshman season. See Ballyhoo Sports for more.


