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GARWOOD -- Garwood residents
are facing a 3.31 percent property tax
hike under next year's proposed bud-
get, which would be the 11th year out
of the last 12 the municipal rate has
risen.

That amounts to $95 per $100,000
of assessed property value.

The proposed $5.797 million in tax
revenues will go to fund a $7.73 mil-
lion budget -- nearly $200,000 higher
than the current year.

In a workshop meeting on Feb. 28,
Council President Sara Todisco said
the increase is necessary because of
some new expenses including the
Athletic Field Complex, the borough
newsletter and upgrades to the town's
website, places where residents can
see where their taxes are going.

The borough council is also facing
increases of $62,000 for health care,
$60,000 to the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority, $76,000 in police
salaries and $21,000 in police pen-
sions. State aid remained the same at
$89,379.

"These additions outside of our
control that I mentioned do not really
change the level of service we pro-
vide our residents, but instead does
the important job of paying the
borough's bills," she said.

Ms. Todisco noted that the baseline
budget called for a $220 increase per
$100,000. The Finance Committee
first reduced it to $153, then made
more adjustments to bring it down to
$95.

One of the ways the committee
pared costs was by using a state law
that allows the $90,000 in accrued

benefits of by retiring police Capt.
James Pipala to be paid over five
years instead of two.

Council members used their time
to question not only Ms. Todisco but
also borough chief financial officer
and treasurer Sandy Bruns and audi-
tor Bill Swisher.

While acknowledging the time and
effort used to come up with the bud-
get, Councilman Jim Mathieu criti-
cized the committee members for in-
creasing taxes in a time of economic
austerity, saying the repeated hikes
were driving people out of town.

He was particularly critical of things
such as a $5,000 down payment set
aside for a new dump truck without
deciding on the possibility of private
garbage disposal and for not address-
ing continual increases in health care
costs, which he predicted soon will
rise to the same level for retired per-
sonnel as active duty.

He also raised the issue of how
Garwood has no ladder truck for the
fire department. Garwood had to rely
on Cranford to battle the blaze in a
two-story home on Second Avenue
the week before. He said money spent
on the Athletic Field Complex could
have been spent for the ladder truck,
which he estimated would cost about
$700,000.

"Any money you had for the dump
truck, you spent," he said. "It's called
the Athletic Field. You took $700,000
cash in the bank. You could have
bought one of these trucks in cash.

"The thing that I just don't under-
stand is people think there are no
consequences for overspending. The
way I look at it you spent your dump
truck. You spent your fire engine."

Ms. Todisco and Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli countered, saying that

there were a lot of capital improve-
ment projects other than the Athletic
Field including the upgrade to the
telephone system, road projects and
emergency equipment, which ac-
counted for some of last year's spend-
ing.

Ms. Todisco said the decision on
the dump truck, estimated at
$120,000, was deferred in previous
budgets while exploring shared ser-
vice possibilities with other towns,
options that have not materialized.
Mayor Pat Quattrocchi said that the
borough can pursue purchasing a gen-
tly used dump truck.

"In the end, we have a 30-year old
dump truck," she said. "Do we just
want to continue to ignore that, or are
we going to finance it in a way that is
suggested to us by our professional
staff? We could, in a sense, buy it
outright, but then we are...it doesn't
make any sense to do that when you
can get loans so cheap right now.

"We want to improve our ability to
buy projects down the road outright -
cash, but right now we don't have that
ability. It takes some time to build
that. That's been one thing in the
budget that's been cut often to help
ease the tax burden on the residents
too."

The budget was delayed because
of the resignation of Victor DeFilippo.
As a de facto member, Ms.
Quattrocchi has temporarily filled his
role on the Finance Committee. She
was sick the day of the last committee
budget meeting, which meant it had
to be rescheduled. Council members
didn't receive the budget until two
days before the workshop at the coun-
cil meeting.
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