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Letters to
the Editor

Let’s Get It Right on Action Against
Gun Violence Demonstration in WF

Roof Bond Was Not Issued to Give
Room for Greater BOE Spending

MLK Association Thanks All Who
Help Celebrate Our 26th Anniversary

Mountainside Residents, Let’s Adopt
Rt. 22 and Make Our Borough Special

This letter is in response to your
(The Westfield Leader) February 28,
2013 editorial “Debate Over Gun
Legislation Cannot Be Resolved In
Tone of Animosity.” I find it curious
that you are printing an editorial about
NJ Residents For Action Against Gun
Violence’s (AAGV) protest in front
of Congressman Lance’s office and
allowing an unknown someone to
describe the event when that unknown
someone may have very well not
been at the event. In fact, I believe
you declined our invitation for a re-
porter and a photographer to cover
such an important event in the very
town you are supposed to be report-
ing about, Westfield.

Had you sent a reporter and a pho-
tographer you might have reported
“AAGV held a peaceful rally” in front
of Rep. Lance’s office last week. The
purpose of the rally was to show
Congressman Lance that his district
is asking him to vote for universal
background checks and an assault
weapons ban on the federal level and
to deliver 4,621 signatures on a peti-
tion as such reflecting the overwhelm-
ing sentiments of his district. But The
Westfield Leader was not there.

Had you sent a reporter and a pho-
tographer you might have reported
that a boisterous and intimidating
group called NJ2AS based out of
Manahawkin, not in Congressman
Lance’s congressional district, came
to disrupt our peaceful rally and in
their own words, which was stated on

the NJ2AS website, was directed to
“embarrass” groups like AAGV. Had
you been at the rally, you may have
reported the contingent group NJ2AS
held signs of Hitler and other dicta-
tors and women holding military style
assault weapons, while our posters
reflected sensible gun laws and vic-
tims of gun violence. But again, The
Westfield Leader was not there. To
make matters worse, you allowed an
unknown someone to editorialize and
define our event when it is clear that
this person likely was not there.

And when the unknown someone
reported that some alleged member
of our group “was heard exclaiming
to the gun-rights contingent, ‘Don’t
Shoot Us,’” isn’t it the responsibility
of your paper to reach out to AAGV
and explore the truth instead of print-
ing the unknown someone’s distor-
tions? But you did not call.

New Jersey Residents For Action
Against Gun Violence (AAGV) is a
strong committed focused group of
sensible people overwhelmingly sup-
ported by our residents. And even
though you may have gotten this one
wrong, we welcome you at all of our
future events.

Marci Bandelli
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The Westfield Leader
was there, listened and published
photos that we took. It moved us to
editorialize about the tone of ani-
mosity inherent in the debate.

Soon the Board of Education will
decide on a new budget. Much has
been said of its fiscal responsibility
and its recognition of the need to
respond to the economic problems of
today. The board passed a bond, which
removed from the budget the repair
and replacement of all the roofs of
the board’s buildings. The cost of
those bonds has been removed from
the spending caps and the taxpayer
must bear the expense on top of the
normal tax levied by the board.

Since millions have been shifted
away from the budget, it would seem
that this would be an opportunity for
the board to return to the taxpayer
inside the budget, some of the mil-
lions it removed from the budget.

The excuse for the bond was that it
was fiscally smart to take advantage
of the low interest rates and to do the
job all at once. It allowed the board to
avoid cuts. If the board maintained
everything as it were, there should be
some ability to turn in a budget lower
this year than last.

The bond was not issued to give
room for greater spending. The board
should consider the amount of money

removed from the budget as if it were
still in the budget and aim to stay
within the guidelines. That way, the
taxpayer might see some economiz-
ing in the budget preparation.

Also, the teachers’ contract is com-
ing up for consideration. Consider-
ing the performance of both the board
and the union during the last negotia-
tion, it should be emphasized that the
purpose of the bond was not to re-
move the cost of the roofs from the
budget so that the union could be
given raises. The teachers took a raise
during the last few years while every-
one else struggled. It is time for real-
ity to come to the bargaining table.

Removing the shingles for the
school roofs from the budget was not
done to allow the board to feather the
teachers’ nest. Considering the fi-
nancial advantage the teachers have
enjoyed for the past few years, the
board should decline any raises in
this contract. The teachers are ahead
of the rest of the town in dealing with
the financial problems of this reces-
sion.

A. John Blake
Westfield

The Dr. Martin Luther King Asso-
ciation of Westfield celebrated its 26th
anniversary this January 21. We had
a wonderful time that was hosted by
Dr. Boyea and the First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield (to whom
we express huge thanks!) and sup-
ported by other local churches, orga-
nizations and individuals.

We have so many to thank and we
say thanks very much to: the students
that participated in our essay/poetry/
art contest, our contest judges, our
program guest speakers and program
participants, our guest choir from St.
Luke’s AME Church and the musi-
cians (notably, Mrs. Ballard) and so-
loists that volunteered their services,
the UPS store in Westfield for print-
ing our programs at a discounted
rate, Trader Joe’s and Stop & Shop
for donations of refreshments, the
Town of Westfield for providing a
police escort for our marchers and
caring for our monument site, our
local press (especially The Westfield
Leader for proactive reminders and
follow-up) for providing coverage of
our event, and especially to our pa-
trons that truly make this event pos-
sible. If we’ve unintentionally omit-

ted you, we say thanks to all who
supported us in any way, large or
small.

Since its beginning in 1987, the
association has attempted to keep a
local focus on important tenets from
the mouth and pen and examples of
Dr. King. Through essay contests,
sponsored by the association in our
local schools, we have tried to incul-
cate in the minds of our youth those
principles espoused by Dr. King; for
example, the concepts of justice, fair-
ness, brotherhood and non-violence.
We believe that we are largely achiev-
ing our intent to augment our schools
and homes in teaching positive val-
ues to our children as well as rein-
forcing ourselves as adults and par-
ents in core beliefs that are important
in our community.

The Dr. MLK association will con-
tinue to try to make a difference in
our community and our world, and
we, once again, express to you- our
friends, patrons, well-wishers and our
community- our sincerest thanks! We
can do nothing without you!

Donnell Carr, President
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Assoc.

Westfield

Mountainside is such a lovely town.
I grew up here and moved back not so
long ago and so appreciate its low-
key can-do attitude of the residents.
Mountainside has much to offer and
is generally maintained very well with
a great local administration. Of course
we do have Route 22 running right
through town and well that could
always use some extra help. It’s the
little things that make Mountainside
lovely and this is one part of town that
virtually everyone sees and makes
for an easy first impression.
Mountainside has always had annual
clean-up days and those “unsung
heroes” I often see picking up litter or
the Scouts helping to maintain parts
of town, but Route 22 needs more
than once a year help and it is best left
to adults- preferably early birds due
to the traffic concerns.

I’d love to adopt the highway and if
we could for the whole area that
crosses Mountainside. We only have
three miles of highway and it would
be great if we could do the whole

thing, but I am afraid that is a bit more
than one person could do on their
own so if there are other interested
parties — perhaps residents up and
down Route 22 — we could do this
together. It does not take that many
people — even a couple more — to
make this work. Already with my
business on Route 22, I keep clean a
large area near and around it and
really it is not that hard and oh so
satisfying when I see the results.

Now is the best time to get started
before the poison ivy comes out and
once the initial clean up is done main-
tenance is easy. So, if you are inter-
ested in forming a Mountainside
Route 22 Green Team to adopt the
highway, please e-mail me at
rivtodd@aol.com. We can make this
happen. Just a couple hours here and
there or as the occasion calls for it on
a Saturday or Sunday morning is all
it takes to make Mountainside shine
and keep it the special place that it is.

Todd Evans
Mountainside

Khazar Empire,
Rus Were Slavic

I would like to correct the histori-
cal mistakes that were provided in
the February 28, 2013 Westfield
Leader about the upcoming talk by
Mr. Mahmoud (the Khazar Empire).

First of all, the Rus were not new-
comers to the territory, but were Slavic
tribes whose first leaders were from
Sweden. They had a powerful nation
with Kiev as the capital – Kievan
Rus. Mr. Mahmoud states that Rus
was what is now present Russia. Rus
is and always was present day Ukraine
with Kiev as its capital. During this
period, Russia did not even exist and
Moscow was just a little village.

Mr. Mahmoud should know that
Ukraine and Russia are two different
and distinct countries. When will our
historians learn that Russia and the
Soviet Union were not the same –
Russia being only one of the repub-
lics of the Soviet Union. It is time for
us to get our historical facts straight.

Ostap Tershakovec
Westfield

Garwood Councilman
Is On The Outside

The procedure used to fill a va-
cated municipal council seat, in par-
tisan municipalities, of which
Garwood is one, is clearly spelled out
in N.J. State Statute (N.J.S.A. 40A:16
et seq). The statute states that within
15 days the municipal committee of
the political party vacating the seat
submits the names of three nominees
to the governing body for the selec-
tion of a successor to fill the vacancy.
The governing body shall then ap-
point one of the nominees as the
successor to fill that vacancy.

The Garwood GOP Committee
submitted the names in a very timely
manner, within seven days, the coun-
cil members received the names a full
six days prior to the council meeting
of February 26. The governing body
declined to make a selection at that
time. They will have to make a choice
within 30 days of the resignation; this
would be at the next council meeting
on March 12 or the GOP Committee
will than choose one of the three after
March 14.

The procedure is surely designed
to be political in nature to protect the
interests of the registered voters who
elected the outgoing council member
— this is undeniable.

Councilman Jim Mathieu, who was
quoted in The Westfield Leader’s Feb.
28th edition and described as the
lone Republican on the council, re-
fers to his not being included in the
selection process and banned from
the party. It should be made clear that
there was not an obligation to include
him as he is no longer an elected
member of the Garwood Republican
Committee, for good reason.

Mr. Mathieu’s activities can only
be considered as malfeasance of duty
when he has publicly announced that
he did not vote for the GOP candi-
dates in the last two general elec-
tions, but supported the Democrats.
He also nominated and voted for
Democrat council members for Coun-
cil president when two Republican
council members were available and
our Republican legislators were in
the room, while he was a Republican
District Leader. These activities of
not supporting Republican candidates
on all levels are what led to his now
deservedly being left on the outside
looking in.

John Quattrocchi
Garwood Republican Chairman

Intellectually Vacuous; We Are The Voice That Is Shouting
I find the characterization of the

gun control debate in your recent
editorial so prejudice as to render the
opinion expressed incoherent and
intellectually vacuous. Although you
identify New Jersey Residents for
Action as a “community-based
group” that staged a protest at the
Westfield office of Leonard Lance,
you comment that “also on hand”
were members of the NRA. Were the
members of the NRA on hand be-
cause they are always around Leonard
Lance’s office, or were they orga-
nized to counter the peaceful protest
that was scheduled and announced
by NJRFA?

Your article fails to mention what
kind of organization the NRA is: a

national lobbying organization that
promotes and protects the manufacture
and profiting from the sale of weapons
of mass murder not only to armies all
around the world, but also to citizens of
the United States. The NRA is to pro-
tect profits, not rights. Since your ar-
ticle does not explain the background
of the New Jersey Second Amendment
Society, I have no idea what their agenda
is. I do doubt that they are working
toward organizing a well-regulated
militia, because if they were they would
have no quarrel with us.

Yet your editorial implies that the
behavior of the supporters of the stron-
ger federal gun control laws was inap-
propriate and was responsible for the
“Tone of Animosity.” Let us be very

clear about this, we are the voice that
is shouting, “Stop the murders and
mass murders that are committed by
guns.” That is the side that we are
advocating; if we have animosity to-
wards people who don’t want to stop
the murders if it would threaten profits
of mass murder weapon manufactur-
ers, who can blame us?

Can you tell the people of
Newtown, Conn. not to have animos-
ity toward the people who sold the
mass murder device to the mass mur-
derer who used them so very well at
Sandy Hook Elementary School? You
probably would, but you be, as you
are towards us, dead wrong.

Gerard Calligy
Westfield

Neighbors Should Be Able to Disagree About How to Best
Solve Difficult Issues Without Being Disagreeable

Mayor Skibitsky writes in last
week’s Leader that I am “contempt-
ible,” “abhorrent” and “inexcusable”
to have publicly disagreed with him
about how he should respond on be-
half of Westfield to the recent gun
violence in our Nation in the wake of
the mass murder of 20 innocent chil-
dren and six teachers and staff in
Newtown, Conn. Name calling is no
substitute for honest political debate.
The fact is Mayor Skibitsky and I
differ on this important issue and I
believe he does himself and Westfield
a great disservice for engaging in
such an attack.

Not every national issue should be
ignored by local government.
Westfield is no stranger to acts of gun
violence. Only a year ago we saw a
former resident and Westfield High
School graduate, Margaret Ander-
son, shot to death while serving as a
park ranger in Mount Rainier Na-
tional Park. Some 8,500 people are
expected to be murdered his year by
gun violence, over 250 of them in
New Jersey alone. Every level of
government, including our mayor,
should lend support for moderate and
rational federal and state laws that
protect society from individuals we
all recognize shouldn’t be allowed to
own a gun.

Mayor Skibitsky disagrees with my

suggestion that he join Mayors
Against Illegal Guns, a bipartisan
coalition of over 800 mayors from
large cities and small towns around
the country dedicated to doing some-
thing to create a rational gun policy.
Despite its name, the mayor’s group
is vitally involved with efforts to get
rational policies, like universal back-
ground checks, to prevent the legal
distribution of guns to people we all
recognize should not be able to own
a weapon. While he has the right not
to join, it doesn’t mean his decision is
right for Westfield.

I would like my mayor to join an
organization that already has over 80
other (Democratic and Republican)
mayors from New Jersey tackling
this difficult issue, including the may-
ors of Aberdeen, Asbury Park, Atlan-
tic City, Bayonne, Bergenfield,
Bogota, Bridgeton, Camden, Cherry
Hill, Clinton, Collingswood,
Cranford, East Newark, East Orange,
Edison, Elizabeth, Emerson,
Fanwood, Frenchtown, Garfield,
Guttenberg, Hackettstown, Haledon,
Harrison, Hawthorne, Highland Park,
Hoboken, Hopewell, Irvington, Jer-
sey City, Lake Como, Lambertville,
Linden, Little Ferry, Logan,
Longport, Lower Township, Madi-
son, Mahwah, Manchester,
Maplewood, Merchantville, Midland

Park, Millburn, Milford, Montclair,
Moonachie, Morristown, New Provi-
dence, Newark, North Arlington,
North Brunswick, North Haddon, Old
Bridge, Palisades Park, Parsippany,
Passaic, Paterson, Perth Amboy,
Phillipsburg, Plainfield, Pleasantville,
Princeton, Red Bank, Ridgefield,
River Edge, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Scotch Plains, Secaucus, South Or-
ange, Spotswood, Teaneck, Tenafly,
Union, Union City, Vineland,
Weehawken, West Orange, West
Windsor, Westwood, Whitehouse Sta-
tion, Woodbridge, Woodcliff Lake,
and Woodland Park. Our town’s resi-
dents have a right to expect that their
mayor is actively engaged with other
mayors in seeking practical solutions
to this issue.

Neighbors should be able to dis-
agree about how to best solve diffi-
cult issues without being disagree-
able. Name calling doesn’t promote
rational discussion and debate. Mayor
Skibitsky can call me all the names
he wants, but that doesn’t make our
children any safer. The residents of
Westfield need moderate, reasonable
and rational gun restrictions and they
need leadership on this issue by their
mayor.

David Haas
Westfield Councilman, Third Ward

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Bettong – A nocturnal Australian

marsupial. Kangaroo rat
2. Rhigosis – The sensation of cold
3. Tergum – The back of an animal
4. Tertulia – A social gathering

BOTRYOID
1. Resembling a grape cluster in form
2. Shaped like a spindle; thick, taper-

ing at each end
3. A genus of fish closely related to the

perch, having an elongated body
4. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
OLF

1. A self-absorbed person
2. The bullfinch
3. A harem slave
4. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
EROTEME

1. Not subject to corruption
2. Haughty; boastful
3. The question mark
4. Vast; unending

GALLIMAUFRY
1. Hash made of meat scraps; jumbled
2. Confused or puzzled state
3. The art of magic; legerdemain
4. Unruly, disorderly behavior

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

More letters on pages 5, 19

Riding Christie Coattails to Victory?
With the selection Monday night of candidates by

the Union County Republican Committee, the cam-
paign at the state and county level has begun. A
festive crowd showed up Monday night at The
Westwood to hear from Governor Chris Christie.
The party is hoping that a Christie landslide could
help the GOP pick up seats in the Legislature as well
as on the Union County Freeholder Board (GOP has
not held a freeholder seat since 1997).

This year the GOP has found youth with the
selection of an entrepreneur from Plainfield to run
for the Assembly in District 22 as well as a recent
college graduate for the Assembly in District 20.
They also have selected a former long-time Westfield
Regional Health Department health officer and a
nursing operator to run for the Senate and Assembly,
respectively, in District 22. The party also has picked
a former Springfield committeeman, and a substi-

tute teacher/conservative GOP campaign operative
to run for freeholder. (Please see story on Page 2 for
a full list of candidates).

Democrats, meanwhile, also are getting young
candidates with the selection of a 25-year-old from
Elizabeth as a freeholder candidate.

In the coming weeks, the local parties will an-
nounce their candidates for municipal offices, with
April 1 as the official deadline. There is a mayor’s
race this year in Westfield as well as council races in
Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood and Garwood, and an
unexpired council seat in Scotch Plains.

We’ve heard of possible Republican Primary coun-
cil races in Westfield and Garwood and wonder if
there will be another faction of Democrats this year
challenging the establishment in its Primary. If so,
silly season might start this year before school lets
out.


